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April 16, 2025 

—Via Electronic Filing— 
Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101  
 
RE: COMMENTS 

IN THE MATTER OF A PEAK TIME REBATE PROGRAM FOR NORTHERN STATES 

POWER COMPANY TO FURTHER THE COMMISSION’S ADVANCED RATE DESIGN 

EFFORTS IN DOCKET NO. E002/CI-24-115 
DOCKET NO. E002/M-24-432 

 
 
Dear Mr. Seuffert: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits the 
enclosed Comments in response to the April 2, 2025, Notice of Comment Period 
(Notice).  The Notice seeks to identify the appropriate regulatory pathway for 
determining program design of the Peak Time Rebate (PTR) program. The Notice 
presents two primary questions, addressed in turn below. 
 

1. Is inclusion in Xcel’s ECO portfolio the appropriate regulatory pathway 
for determining program design, terms and conditions, cost recovery, 
and reporting for the Peak Time Rebate program? 

 
Yes. We maintain our proposal to include the PTR program as part of the Company’s 
2024-2026 Energy Conservation and Optimization (ECO) Triennial and associated 
processs.   
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As discussed in the Petition1, we believe the Company’s ECO Triennial2 is the 
appropriate pathway for several reasons, including: 

 The ECO Act modified CIP to include this type of program. 
 This pathway is consistent with the pathway used for the Company’s Demand 

Response (DR) programs, including Energy Action Days, the Company’s 
current behavioral DR offering.   

 There is an established cost recovery path through ECO. 
 
In terms of whether review of the PTR program should occur solely through the 
established ECO process or whether the Commission should take comments on the 
merits of the proposed PTR program, the Company supports the former.  As set 
forth in our Petition, the PTR program fits wholly within the ECO Triennial. 
Engaging in a dual-path assessment of the program is inefficient and risks being 
confusing to stakeholders. Importantly, stakeholders can participate in the ECO 
process: ECO itself includes opportunities for stakeholder engagement through 
comments, as described by Minnesota Rules part 7690.1400. This process is well 
defined and can often move faster than Commission review, allowing for a proposed 
project to move from design to approval more quickly. Taken together, ECO 
provides a well established, efficient path to implementing the PTR. 
 
If the Commission decides that it should take comments on the merits of the PTR 
Program in this docket, the Company proposes that step be completed prior to its 
ECO modification filing so those comments can be considered in its program design 
proposal in ECO. Again, this is outside the typical ECO modification process, and 
not the Company’s preferred approach, for the reasons given above. 
 

2. Do any aspects of the proposed PTR program require Commission 
approval, such as a customer service agreement, standard terms and 
conditions, or other program components that would be included in the 
utility’s tariff? 
 

The proposed PTR Program does not require any separate approval from the 
Commission. Like the current Energy Action Days program, AC Rewards, and the 
majority of the Company’s demand response (DR) programs, PTR will not have a 
tariff.  The Company is not creating or adjusting a rate. Instead, the PTR program is 
providing an payment to the customer to incentivize a specific action at a specific 
time, just like the reoccuring payment made to customers in the AC Rewards 

 
1 Petition, Peak Time Rebate Program, Public Utilities Commission, March 17, 2025. 
2 Docket No. G,E002/CIP-23-92 
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program. Any customer service agreement or terms and conditions, such as eligibility 
rules or participation requirements, will also be consistent with those used for the 
other DR programs included in ECO.  Requiring separate approval of new or 
different program components for the PTR would be inconsistent with how other, 
similar programs are managed under the Department’s authority.       
 

3. Are there other process issues or concerns related to this matter? 
 
At this time, the Company does not have other process issues or concerns to raise 
related to this matter. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding the procedural 
pathway and the engagement in this process. The Company has a long history of 
providing DR programs in ECO, and we believe the ECO pathway for this program 
will allow for an efficient and practical pathway to launch the program in 2026.   
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service list. 
Please contact Kris Kohls at 612-216-8124 or Kris.Kohls@xcelenergy.com or contact 
me at 612-216-7972 or Jessica.K.Peterson@xcelenergy.com if you have any questions 
regarding this filing.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
JESSICA PETERSON  
MANAGER, PROGRAM POLICY   
cc: Service List 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Victor Barreiro, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing 
document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota      

 
 xx electronic filing 
 

 
DOCKET NO. E002/M-24-432  
 
     
 
Dated this 16th day of April 2025 
 
/s/ 
____________________________ 
Victor Barreiro  
Regulatory Administrator 
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