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PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON AND SCOPI NG MEETI NGS

Docket Nunbers EO015/ CN-25-111; EO15/TL-25-112

BEFORE THE COURT OF ADM NI STRATI VE HEARI NGS5
FOR THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application of
M nnesot a Power and American Transmn ssi on Conpany,
LLC for a Certificate of Need and Route Permt for
the Iron Range — St. Louis County — Arrowhead 345 kV

Transm ssi on Project.

Taken at Ti nberl ake Lodge
144 SE 17th Street
Grand Rapi ds, M 55744

April 6, 2026
6: 00 P. M

REPORTER: Jonna Schrupp, Stenographic Court Reporter
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M5. SAARAH MAXON: Hell o, everybody.
Thank you for joining us today. This is the Public
I nf ormati on and Scopi ng Meeting for the proposed
I ron Range Arrowhead 345 kilovolt transm ssion |ine
pr oj ect .

The i n-person neetings will be held today
and tonorrow at three | ocations al ong the proposed
path of the transm ssion |ine.

Additionally we're going to hold a
virtual neeting this Thursday, April 9th. Each
meeting will cover the sane topics and present the
sanme material s.

| just wanted to nention that there are
two docket nunbers associated with this project for
the Public Utilities Conmm ssion. The first docket
nunber is CN-25-111, and the second docket nunmber is
TL-25-112.

Sol'dlike to start off with just a
qui ck agenda of the neeting. M nane is Saarah
Maxon and |I'm an analyst at the Public Uilities
Commission. | wll be giving a brief introduction
before | pass things on to the Applicants to give a
bri ef description of the project. Then they wll
hand t hi ngs back over to and ny coll eague at the

Comm ssion, Emly Johnson, wll talk about the

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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permt application review process, and then we'l|l
end the neeting tonight with a comment and questi on
secti on.

So before we kick things off | just want
to cover sone neeting ground rules. W ask that you
pl ease be respectful to others, including both
presenters and commenters. W want to nake sure we
have an opportunity to hear from everybody who wants
to conment today.

Additionally, we ask that when we do get
into the questions and coment portion of the
neeting that only one person speaks at a tine. W
have a court reporter here who is transcribing the
neeting, and it's really inportant that everybody is
heard and the court reporter has an accurate record
to help the Comm ssioners nmake inforned deci sions.

Next sl i de.

So to get to why we are here today. W
are not for or against the proposed project. W are
here to receive public input and to conpile a record
for the Conm ssion's permt decision.

You can participate by providing comments
or asking questions of State staff about the
permtting review process or ask the Applicant about

t he proposed project.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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The conm ssioners really want to hear
fromyou and what you have to say about the project
and how the | ocal comunity feels. They do read
t hrough all the comments.

Additionally, we are joined toni ght by
one conm ssioner, Conmm ssioner Tuma, who is here to
just listen to the neeting and nake sure he | earns
along with everybody el se.

And then I'd also like to provide a brief
overvi ew of what we do at the M nnesota Public
Uilities Comm ssion. W regulate electric, natural
gas and landline utilities. W also issue site and
route permts for large electrical facilities.

There are five conmm ssioners appoi nted by the
governor and confirnmed by the senate, and these are

t he individuals who ultimately decide the permt

I ssue.

Moving on to this slide.

The proposed project, as | said, is a 345
kilovolt transmssion line. It wll require two

approvals fromthe Conm ssion, a certificate of need
and a route permt. Both the certificate of need
and route permt will involve environmental review
Under the certificate of need proceedi ng our staff

at the Comm ssion will prepare an environnental

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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report. Separately the Applicants have al ready
prepared an environnental assessnent and it was
i ncluded in their application for the proposed

project and you can find a copy of this on the

Conmi ssion's website.

Thi s concl udes ny portion of the
presentation. Later on ny colleague Emly w ||
di scuss the review process in nore detail but for
now I' Il hand things off to the Applicants to
conti nue on. Thank you.

MR. DREW JANKE: Hi, everyone. M/ nane
Is Drew Janke. |'man environnental conpliance
specialist wwth M nnesota Power.

We're here today, as Saarah nentioned, to
tal k about the Iron Range to St. Louis County to
Arrowhead, or |ISA project. It is being proposed by
M nnesota Power and their co-applicants Anerican
Transm ssi on Conpany, or ATC.

Thank you.

Starting here wiwth a brief overview slide
on M nnesota Power and who we are. As you can see
on the figure there, our service territory covers
the majority of the northeast portion of M nnesot a.
Currently we have just over 1,600 negawatts of

electric generation capability, about 8,700 mles of

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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transm ssion and distribution |ines.

We have net or exceeded the M nnesota
Energy Savings Goals for the past 16 years. W were
the first utility in the state to deliver 50 percent
renewabl e energy to our custoners.

In total we serve about 150, 000
custoners, including sone of the nations | argest
I ndustrial custoners, and 14 nunicipalities.

As | nentioned, we do have a co-applicant
on this project, Anerican Transm ssi on Conpany, or
ATC. And ATC is essentially a utility for
utilities. GCenerally their area of focus is
primarily in the transm ssion of electricity. They
are headquartered in Wsconsin, and you can see
their service territory in the figure above there.

Back to the | SA project. This is just a
general overview. So you get a franme of reference
for where we're at between the Iron Range substati on
and then down to the St. Louis County and Arrowhead
subst ati ons.

The project itself is an approximtely 67
mle |long double circuit capable 345 kil ovol t
transm ssion line. It will be on overhead
structures.

"Il hand it over to Christian here.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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MR, CHRI STI AN W NTER: I think I'm going
to stand up so | can see better.

My nane is Christian Wnter. | amthe
manager of regional transm ssion planning for
M nnesota Power. So ny teamis responsible for the
| ong term planning of our wire systens here, and |I'm
going to give you sone background on the need for
the project, as well as a couple of particular
poi nts about the project as we go forward here.

We can go to the next slide.

The project is part of a portfolio of
regi onal transm ssion projects that was approved by
the region's grid operator, the M dconti nent
| ndependent System Qperator, back in Decenber of
2024.

This portfolio, you see sone gray lines,
sone green, sone red. You see the project outlined
at the top. The gray lines are actually the first
-- they use the term Tranche, you can nmake up your
own mnd how nmuch you like that term It's a
portfolio of projects that was approved in 2022
call ed Tranche 1, and this project is part of
Tranche 2 whi ch was approved by the M SO board in
2024.

All these projects together, they're

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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desi gned to make sure that we have a reliable
regional interstate transm ssion system over the
|l ong term

M SO is | ooking at the next coupl e of
decades and | ooking at how -- the way that we use
and generate electricity is changing and is
proj ected to change, has al ready changed in sone
cases. Essentially what they're trying to do is to
make sure we have a grid that can facilitate al
t hose ways that we use and produce electricity and
are going to do it in the future.

The way | like to characterize this, when
you |l ook at this, a lot of our existing
infrastructure transm ssion |lines that we use today
were built between the 50s and the 70s, 1950s and
1970s. That's kind of |ike our state and | ocal
hi ghway system And when you | ook at this LRTP
portfolio what we're doing is we need an interstate
transm ssion. W need the freeway. And so that's,
uh, when you see these big power |ines being
overlaid, that's essentially what's happening. The
interstate highway grid is being constructed because
the way, again, MSO s reliability inperative says
on there is the way now electricity is produced and

conti nues to change.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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Now, this project was approved by the
M SO board, and then NT and ATC are the transm ssion
owners in the state of M nnesota here associ at ed
with the project, have an obligation to deliver it
now as part of this broader portfolio.

So this portfolio builds on regional
pl anning efforts that have been in progress for nore
than a decade. So | think that's really inportant.
We'll cone back to that point in alittle bit, but
it's not -- this particular transm ssion project
isn't intended to address the needs of any
I ndi vi dual custoner or generator, it's about
regional grid reliability and inproving that
net wor K.

We can go to the next slide here.

You see sone of the needs for the project
as we've presented them So there in the
application, don't worry, you don't have to read the
whol e thing, this part of it up front here is where
you find the stuff on the need, a lot of it is naps.

The needs -- so there's two sort of broad
categories. Needs are identified by M SO as part of
t he portfolio, the LRTP portfolio, in assessing grid
reliability in the upper m dwest, increasing the

efficiency of the grid, reducing congestions, |ike

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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traffic janms that may happen on the grid, and then
nmeeting the grow ng demand for reliable clean energy
i n the upper m dwest.

W took M SO s work and we al so
i nvesti gated, okay, for this particular project what
does it do for the region, what does it do for our
| ocal grid. So you can read about that in here, but
essentially this project facilitates transfers of
electricity, as part of what happens is you get a
|l ot of variability in the direction of power flow,
amount of power fl ow

So this project works in a lot of ways to
I ncrease our flexibility to nove power around in the
region fromwest to east, north to south, south to
north, east to west, as you see kind of illustrated
graphically there, and then enhances local grid
reliability, giving sone redundant paths for power
flow in through northern M nnesot a.

All right. Next slide.

So a couple of specific topics that we
want to address that are addressed. This first one
Is addressed in the application. So there is a --
what's called an 800 MVA limt. That sounds really
engi neering, but that's just an anmount of power that

Is limted, there's a regulatory limt on the ATC

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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Arrowhead substation of the anobunt of power that can
fl ow t hrough that substation into Wsconsin.

That limt goes back to when that
transm ssion line was built and first permtted in
t he early 2000s, and the concern at that tinme and
kind of the history in the application was over
I ncreased transfers, specifically of coal-fired
gener ati on.

And if you think back to it, M nnesota
Power, 25 years ago M nnesota Power was 95 percent
coal -fired electricity, as our portfolio. That's
how we served our custoners. And as Drew said
earlier, now nore recently we were the first utility
in Mnnesota that served our custoners wth over 50
percent renewable energy. W're north of that now
on a regular basis. So that's just kind of in a
nugget what's changed.

That concern, as you see there, it's a
different situation today than it was in the early
2000s.

So when M SO | ooks at the LRTP portfolio,
this project in particular as part of it, part of
that goal is to increase regional transfers, and to
take away sone of those limtations, whether they're

engineering limtation or a regulatory l[imtation

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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li ke this 800 MVA. So we've proposed to renove that
800 MVA limt. It is necessary to do that to

achi eve the reasonabl e benefits of the project as
identified by MSO. So you'll see that in our
application. W know there's been a | ot of

di scussion on that in the docket as well. So we
wanted to take the opportunity to, again, to
reiterate why that's inportant for the project.

Al'l right. Next one and | think the | ast
one that 1'Il cover.

Anot her thing that there's been a | ot of
conversati on about in the docket, especially on the
sout hern end -- fol ks based on the southern end of
the project, is data centers, and there have been a
nunber of comments in the docket about data centers
and how this may or may not relate to a proposed
data center in Hernmant own.

We just wanted to reiterate, from our
perspective, we're here today because this | SA
proj ect was devel oped, proposed by M SO and approved
by M SO for regional liability purposes back in
Decenmber 2024.

Like | said earlier, that's not | ooking
specifically at any individual custoner need or any

I ndi vi dual generator need, it's | ooking at what the

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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regi on needs for the long haul. And just |ike other
projects that have been proposed previously and
consi dered by the Comm ssion, this project is
proposed to support grid reliability and not any

I ndi vi dual customer or data center.

If there was no proposed data center in
Her mantown we' d still be here today proposing this
proj ect, because that data center is no where
contenplated in what M SO is |ooking at, you know,
no where specifically contenplated in what MSO i s
| ooking at in LRTP. So we wanted to just state that
clearly here.

We gi ve the background on the need in the
application and where it cane from That data
center is going to have its own proceedi ngs, you see
there an electric service agreenent petition has
been filed with the Comm ssion, and that would be
the place to address any issues related to that.

| think I wll hand it back to Drew to
cover the rest of the routing and environnent al
part.

MR. DREW JANKE: So for the | SA project,
as part of the route permt application, we
devel oped a proposed route, which is shown on the

screen here, so to the far northwest is the Iron

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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Range substation, just north of Warba and east of
Grand Rapids, and then on the southeastern end are a
coupl e of substations, the St. Louis County, just
out si de of Hermantown, and then adjacent to that is
ATC s Arrowhead substation. So those are the three
substati ons associated with this project.

The proposed route itself is about 92
percent coll ocated al ongside or wthin existing high
voltage line right-of-way. And so we've broken the
proposed route down into three different segnents.

Starting with segnent 1, which is the far
nort hwest segnent outlined in orange there. That
segnent runs fromthe Iron Range substation to a
poi nt just north of the St. Louis river, just
out si de of Fl oodwood. For that segnent, the
col l ocation woul d be adjacent to an existing
ri ght-of-way, and we would initially hang the single
circuit on these | SA structures.

Segnent 2, outlined in blue, runs from
that point just north of the St. Louis river down to
the St. Louis County substation. For that segnent
we are |largely proposing to overtake an existing 230
kilovolt right-of-way and take those wires or
conductors and string on the other side of the

double circuit capable | SA transm ssion |ine

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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structures.

So initially that extra or existing
circuit would operate at 230 kilovolts as it is
currently operating, but be capable of operation at
345 kil ovolts at sone point in the future.

And then our third and final segnent is a
smal l er one. It's about one and a half mles
bet ween the St. Louis substation and ATC s Arrowhead
substation, and that is proposed as 345 kil ovolt
double circuit for the I SA project.

Here's a high | evel project overview and
timeline. So 2025 was really heavy in the
st akehol der engagenent and routing process. |In 2025
we held a couple of rounds of open houses al ong our
potential routing areas. Mving ahead into this
year, 2026, and for the next couple of years, we'll
be heavy obviously in the permtting aspect of
things. Alongside that will be detail ed
engi neering, begin discussion with | andowners to
di scuss easenent options, as well as environnental
surveys. And that public engagenent piece wll
conti nue on through the process here.

Assunmi ng all goes well, we would begin
construction in 2029 and have this project in

service by 2033.
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As Saarah nentioned at the begi nning of
the presentation here, we the Applicants prepared an
envi ronnental assessnent for the proposed project,
and | guess just to |level set here, to describe what
an envi ronnent assessnent is and isn't.

So what it does is describe the proposed
project and any alternatives there were consi dered,
and studies the potential hunman and environnent al
I npacts of the proposed routes.

It also identifies strategies to, A
avoid, and if avoidance isn't possible mnimze and
mtigate for those inpacts. It does list inpacts
that can't be avoi ded, but what it does not do is
advocate for or against the project itself.

| realize this slide is a bit busy here,
but as | nmentioned, what the environnental
assessnent does is |look at different resources, both
froma human and environnmental inpact standpoint.
Here you can see a |list sone of those resources that
were evaluated within the environnental assessnent
t hat was included in the application.

So here, the next few slides are again a
bit busy and I won't go through them verbati m but
just for reference, sone of the resources that we

| ook at beginning with aesthetics and recreation
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resources. W realize these | SA structures are
going to be quite a bit taller than what m ght be
exi sting. So we do discuss those inpacts and then
we don't anticipate a ton of mtigation required.
We' ve reduced those inpacts by collocating the
proj ect as nuch as we reasonably coul d.

Anot her coupl e of resources that were
eval uated within the EA include public services and

transportati on and | and based econom es. Again, |

won't go through this in too nmuch detail, but we
will be crossing roads and right-of-way as we go
along the project and wll be coordinating with the

rel evant road authorities.

Then for the | and based econom es si de,
we have devel oped and actually filed an updated
agricultural inpact mtigation plan if you fol ks are
interested in | ooking at that.

A coupl e nore resources here,
archeol ogi cal resources and water resources. So we
consult with a variety of agencies for both of these
resources, fromthe archeol ogi cal standpoint we
consult fairly heavy with the state preservation
office, as well as Tribal Nations w thin our area,
and then water resources we coordinate fairly

closely with the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, as
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well as the M nnesota Departnent of Natural
Resources and the Pollution Control Agency. This is
nmore to cone but we eval uated what we could in the
envi ronnental assessnent.

Then further on the natural resources
side of things we eval uated resources froma
wldlife perspective as well as a vegetation
perspective. So certainly there will be inpacts to
vegetation for clearing of right-of-way. W do as
part of the process devel op a vegetati on nanagenent
plan that gets reviewed by the State's i nner agency
wor ki ng group, so that is under way, or to cone |
shoul d say.

But all of these resources are discussed
in nore detail in that environnental assessnent.

| just have a couple nore slides here.

So like | nentioned, we were really heavy
on t he stakehol der engagenent piece in 2025, and
here we've got, you know, a list of activities that
we undertook and will continue to go through
st akehol der engagenent.

We had a coupl e rounds of public open
houses, as | nentioned, first one being in May and
the second one | believe was in August, and then

I Nn- person neetings, we've been out talking with, you
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know, the county boards, township boards and the
rel evant state and federal agencies as well, so this
w || continue.

And then we did | aunch a project website
in May of 2025, and that's been updated as we
progress through the routing process here. It wll
continue to be updated as we go along in the
process, but on that website you'll find a few ways
to get in touch with us. W've got the project
e-mail hotline, as well as the phone nunber hotli ne,
and you can | eave coments directly for us on the
proj ect website.

Il will hand it back over to you, Saar ah.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Good eveni ng,
everyone. M nane is Emly Johnson. 1'mthe
envi ronnental review nmanager with the Public
Uilities Comm ssion that's assigned to this
pr oj ect.

I first want to thank you all for taking
your tinme to be here tonight. Qur staff relies on
your participation and input to build a conplete
record for the decision naking process.

Tonight I will discuss the State's
permtting process and the ways that you can provide

I nput on this project to help informthe process.
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So as the Comm ssion decides on a permt,
it considers the human and environnmental inpacts of
t he project and ways to reduce those inpacts.
| npacts can include things |ike construction noi se,
aesthetic inpacts, such as tree clearing or new
infrastructure, wldlife, habitat, vegetation and so
on.

Mtigation neasures that we apply to
projects can include things like limting
construction to daylight hours, alternative routing,
tree repl acenent plans, and nore.

The Conm ssion applies standard and
special permt conditions to address inpacts and
tracks conpliance throughout the life of the
project, if it is permtted, and you can hel p by
provi di ng i nput about | ocal unique characteristics,
I npacts and ways to reduce those inpacts.

We recogni ze that people local to the
proj ect know that area the best. So we really rely
on your input to help shape the project.

Next sl i de.

So the process begins with a sanpl e
permt, it's a starting point of our process and
that i ncludes standard permt conditions that apply

to all high voltage transm ssion projects. There is
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a copy of the sanple permt in the back of the room
iIf youd like to take a look at it.

After the comment period concludes and we
gat her input fromyou we use the input we received
to devel op draft permits that will contain special
permt conditions specific to the project being
proposed.

It's inportant to note that a draft
permt does not allow the Applicant to construct the
project, it's just a starting point for the
Conmi ssion's consi deration

This wll be -- there will be anot her
opportunity to comment |later in the process and at
that point we wll seek comments on the draft
permt.

Next sl i de.

So this is just a visual representation
of what | just spoke about. W start with the
sanple permt that's the sane for all transm ssion
projects. W use public input to develop the draft
permt for the project and then ultimately the final
permt is what the Conm ssion will make its decision
on.

Next sli de.

By | aw applications for route permts
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nmust i nclude an environnental assessnent that
contains informati on on human and environnent al

i npacts and ways to mtigate those i npacts. The EA
was i ncluded as appendi x E, as they nentioned, of
the application. The EA is avail abl e here tonight,
as well as at several libraries, and if you'd I|ike
the locations | can provide those for you | ater.
It's also avail able electronically on the project's
web page and on the eDockets filing system

We ask you to review it or just review
sone sections, because it is quite | engthy, and
provide input as to whether there are any
environnental inpacts or any characteristics that
you notice are mssing fromthe EA, and if there are
any mtigation neasures that you would like to see
eval uated further.

So this input will help us determ ne
whet her an EA addendum i s needed and that is
sonet hi ng that our staff would prepare.

Next sli de.

Saarah mentioned earlier that this
project is a conmbined route permt and certificate
of need application. Certificate of need
proceedi ngs require that the Conm ssion staff

prepare an environnental report.
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Envi ronnental reports describe the
proposed project and any system alternatives that
still wll neet the stated need of the project.
These alternatives are typically focused on size,
type and timng. Sone exanples of size could
i nclude different voltages or lengths. D fferent
types could include structure types and
configurations, alternative routing or different
non-transm ssion energy facilities. Timng can also
nmean that the project should be sooner, |ater or not
happen at all.

So what we're |looking for during this
comment period is, Are there other ways to neet the
stated need of the project instead of the proposed
transm ssion line, and if so what other alternatives
to the project should be studied.

This is just a summary slide of what |
just discussed and the general topics we're | ooking
for at this point in the process for comments.

The first is, Are there potential human
and environnmental inpacts, unique characteristics or
mtigation neasures, including route alternatives
for the proposed project needing further devel opnent
I n an EA addendunt?

The second, Are there practical nethods
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to mnimze, mtigate or avoid potential inpacts
t hat the Conmm ssion should include as conditions in
a draft route permt?

And the third, Are there other ways to
neet the stated need of the project instead of the
proposed transm ssion line? |f so, what
alternatives to the project should be studied.

So what happens next, based on the
information in the record, including the comments we
recei ve during these public comment period -- this
public comrent period, the Conm ssion will nake
three prelimnary determ nati ons.

The first, |Is an EA addendum necessary?

The second, Wat conditions should the
Conmmi ssion include in the draft permt?

And third, What alternatives to the
proj ect should be included in the scope of the
certificate of need environnental report.

So this slide outlines the key m | estones
in this case, permtting process. The rows
hi ghli ghted i n blue represent opportunities for
public comrents. So you can see this is not the
only opportunity, we will be back out here later and
"Il talk about that in a m nute.

The star represents where we are
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currently at in the process. The Conm ssion
accepted the application as conplete on January
20th, officially starting the revi ew process.

We're holding the public neetings this
week and the coment period will remain open until
April 23rd.

In June or July, and based on public
I nput, the Comm ssion wll make those three
determ nati ons we tal ked about.

We expect that a draft permt and
envi ronnental report would be issued in fall of
2026, along with the EA addendumif its needed.

The public hearings are expected to fall
in the fall, along wwth a second comment peri od, and
that's where you can provide input on the draft
permt and the other reports that foll ow.

After the hearing comment period closes a
public hearing report would be filed, likely by an
adm nistrative | aw judge who wll oversee the
hearings for this project.

The Conmm ssion will consider the entire
record before making a deci sion on both the
certificate of need and route permt applications,
likely in the fall or wnter of 2026, and that

deci si on woul d be made in an open public neeting
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that you're welcone to attend.

Next sl i de.

So how to comment. You can provide
verbal comments at today's neeting. You could
conpl ete and present a physical coment form
they're available in the back of the room You can
comment online at this link provided here. You can
e-mail directly or send ne physical nail and |I can
file your comments to the record for you. M
contact card is in the back of the room as well as
Saarah's and we're also happy to be available to
answer questions at any tinme that you have about the
pr ocess.

The comment period ends April 23rd at
4:30 p.m, so we do ask that you get your comments
in by that tine.

Next sl i de.

So we wll open it up here for comments,
just sonme commenting etiquette. W ask that one
speaker cone to the mke at a tinme. Wen you cone
to the m ke we ask that you pl ease state and spell
your nane for the court reporter. W don't have
many people here tonight, so I'mnot going to limt
timng on comments, but we just want to nake sure

everyone is heard. So we just ask that you maintain
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respect for everybody. So if sonebody is at the
m ke -- speaking at the m ke please wait until it's
your turn to speak, and that's all | have to say.

| think we can open it up for coments.
|'ve just got two signed up and then we can open it
up to others who want to speak.

The first is Carol Overland.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Carol Overl and,
Ov-e-r-l-a-n-d.

l'mfromRed Wng, Mnnesota. |'mhere
representing Wirld Organi zati on of Landowner
Freedom or WOLF. W were intervenors in the
Arrowhead project starting in 1999 up through 2004.
And | don't think any of you fol ks, and very few of
Conmmi ssion fol ks were around back then. And we are
strong believers in keeping that 800 MA limt.

First, the environnental assessnent and
environnental report should address the validity of
the stated need. W keep seeing that over and over,
stated need, stated need, and what that does is
really limt what can happen. There's also a
limtation of having the sane begi nning and end
points, and that really limts what alternatives can
be proposed. It alsoreally limts what type of

alternatives can be proposed, and that they should
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address the validity of that stated need.

Soci oecononmi cs, the cost, according to
the M SO MIEC 24, the cost of this is 428 mllion
dollars. That was a 2024 cost, however, it was
approved Decenber of 2024. The problemis that the
nunmbers that they used are 2023 nunbers. So what is
the cost now? W need to have the specific cost now
In 2026 dollars. W' ve seen an incredible increase
of cost of everything. You |look at the tariffs and
you | ook at basically the econony goi ng down the
toilet. Costs are out of this world, and at | east
one project, | think it was 416 and 415, M nnesota
Power's northern reliability project, that cost went
up 43 percent, 25 percent for construction issues
and then | think it was another -- whatever is |eft
of 43 percent, for changes in the project and
redoi ng sonme of it. But that triggered a M SO
vari ance analysis. And | think that's going to be
com ng up for every single project, because the
costs are going through the roof and they really
need to | ook at that.

And then when | ooking at costs, there's
cost benefit, and what | would like to see the EA
and the ER include is what direct benefits are there

to ratepayers, not necessarily custoners, but
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rat epayers.

There is a section in the application it
tal ks about, well, it's like less than a dollar for
residents and |like 81 cents or 90 sone cents,
sonething like that. But that's just for this
project, and there's a | ot of other projects con ng
down the pipe, like the northern reliability project
wll be added to it and how many other projects wll
be added to that cost, and we need to ook at this
project on its own, but this project in addition to
all these others that will be added to people's
bills.

And al so, we need to specifically address
in the ER and the EA M nnesota benefits. Wat of
this applies, regional, regional, regional and let's
| ook specifically at what benefits we get here, what
does it do for us.

Al so, the EA and the ER shoul d i ncl ude
utility personal property tax, that could be
regarded as a benefit, and there is a chart that
lists by like counties and it |ooks like it m ght be
townshi ps of tax that will go to those units. But
utilities personal property taxes go to the county
and then city townshi p and then the school district

and we should have that identified by each specific
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governnmental unit, not a clunp of them

Here's an inportant one. Were is the
power com ng from? The EA and the ER need to
address where that power's comng from You' ve got
the Iron Range, and that's down at the southern end
of the great northern transm ssion project, which
call the not so great northern transm ssion project,
you can | ook that up online, and is it com ng from
Mani toba, is that where this power is com ng fronf
O is the power comng fromthe west? And if it's
comng fromthe west we need to | ook at what coal
pl ants have shut down. The EA and the ER need to
| ook at that.

All these applications right now are
tal ki ng about, oh, the energy transition, we need to
enabl e the energy transition with all this
transm ssion. Well, if there's an energy
transm ssion shutti ng down coal, what coal has been
shut down? 1Isn't Boswell shutting down? How much
capacity wll that free up? The EA and ER need to
address that. |If you've got all this capacity being
freed up, what do you need a transm ssion |line for.

Coal Creek, that one is going to shut
down, and M nnesota Power, in fact, the DC |line, and

that's | believe dedicated to wind, |I'mnot sure
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about that, but | believe that's true. So then
where did all the coal go? WlIlIl, they've got Cap X
2020. So did that coal shut down out there? No.
What coal plants have shut down? The EA and the ER
need to address what coal plants out west in North
Dakota have shut down that could affect transm ssion
needed t hrough M nnesota going into Wsconsi n.

| had a great idea and then I lost it.

Ch, and that's sonethi ng we shoul d have.
The EA and the ER, they should have power flows to
show so we can see where the power is comng from
we could see how much is going in. Because in the
sout hwest M nnesota line, fromSplit Rock to
Lakeville junction, that was 2001 so nost of you
probably weren't there. That project was a -- it
was for wind, it's for wind, but if you | ook at the
power flows, 2200 MVA line, only 213 to 302 WA were
com ng off of Buffalo R dge, everything el se was
comng fromthe west, Sioux Falls and beyond,
probably Big Stone and other plants out there. So
we need to | ook at power flows so we can denonstrate
where this power is comng fromand know where it's
goi ng.

Al so the map, the nmap was on page, oh, |

lost it, anyways, there's a map there and it showed
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a 2.1 and then 1, but a few things on that nmap you
really need to know about, so people can ask about
the transmi ssion project is all these other |ines,
Cap X wasn't there, the MPV 17 portfolio project
wasn't there, and again that southwest M nnesota 345
wasn't there. Al these lines, again, it's al
connected, and these lines need to be there so we
can look at it and say, oh, yeah, that makes sense,
or, well that doesn't really nmake sense. So that's
sonet hing that needs to be done.

Ch, and then tal ki ng about where the
power is comng from |If it's comng from Manitoba
Hydro up north, there's a Presidential Permt, and
want to put this in the record, Exhibit 1 would it
be. Here's a copy of the Presidential Permt.

(Exhibit 1 marked for identification.)

That's only for 833 negawatts, that's not
much when you're looking at a line |ike the G eat
Nort hern Transm ssion line, so is the Presidenti al
Permit going to be anended? 1Is that going to
happen? Because it doesn't nmake sense if there's
only 833, why do we need a transm ssion |line com ng
down into the Iron Range. Also, if it's only 833,
what's that going to do wth the Arrowhead 800 WA

limtation? W need to know. So Presidenti al
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Permt.

Sonething else. In the application, page
60, this is really interesting, table 13 and table
14, they've got the MHEX interface tie |ine |oading,
and pre portfolio it's 3397.1, post portfolio
3604. 4, so that sounds |like we're |ooking at roughly
200 and sone negawatts, it's page 60. So if we're
going through all this for a couple hundred
nmegawatts, that doesn't nake any sense.

So the ER and EA needs to | ook at whet her
this makes sense to do all this and all this

brouhaha for that snmall anount of increase in the

I nterface.

That will be Exhibit 2.

(Exhibit 2 marked for identification.)

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: And be sure to tell
me when it's tine to shut up, | could do this al
day.

In the application, it's the direct
schedul e 26, Wnter, what would this be for? Ah,
607. Are you related to the Wnter who wor ked on
t he Arabi c project, the engineer?

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER: That's ne.

M5. CAROL OVERLAND: No, the Arabic

proj ect, way back, 1999.
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MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER:  Ch, no, that
wasn't rme.

M5. CAROL OVERLAND: Exhi bit 3.

(Exhibit 3 marked for identification.)

MS. CAROCL OVERLAND: This is a chart from
the Northland -- no, fromthe HPDC |ine, dockets
CN- 22- 607 and TL-22-619, and what concerns ne here,
first, it's looking at 2030 in service and district
2032, which is anticipated?

MR, DREW JANKE: ' 32.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: So this is a little
off, we've lost sone tine there in the | ast couple
years.

What it notes is |like there are breakers
and equi pnent com ng from Hyundai. And | think the
EA and ER shoul d | ook at where stuff is comng from
because of the tariffs and the increasing costs, so
that's just an exanpl e.

That wll be Exhibit 3, that's not from
this project though.

Somet hi ng that should be | ooked at is
filed in the record, Decenber 12th, 2025, the ex
parte commruni cation report, and there was a
par agr aph that was ki nd of questionable. And I

| ooked at the application and it was section 3.2.2
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t al ki ng about extrene weather, wldfire, sabotage,
I ncreasing i npact. The ER should | ook at extrene
weat her, wildfires, sabotage, other inpacts. They
did alter and add sone | anguage there, so section
3.2.2, that should be verified in the EA and ER

Are you telling nme to shut up?

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: | would like to give
ot her people a chance. Thank you for that.

Do the Applicants have anything to say?

MR CHRI STI AN W NTER: No.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: This will be Exhibit
4, the Ex Parte.

(Exhibit 4 marked for identification.)

MS5. EMLY JOHNSON: | think the next
speaker we have is Ross Voit.

MR. ROSS VA T: Yeah, I"'min the section

M5. EM LY JOANSON: Sorry, can you state
your nane.

MR RCSS VOT: Oh, sorry. Ross Voit,
R-0-s-s V-0-i-t.

The way the proposed power line is going
to be is going to expose our cabin, Drew, you've
been there. You've seen it. Qur cabin would be

totally exposed, just |ike having a garage wthout a
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door on it.

We val ue our privacy. Qur cabin has been
there a | ot |longer than the proposed power i ne.

Qur gate woul d be usel ess, we've never had any
vandal i sm or break-ins in 28 years, believe it or
not .

And noving the route, |1've got nmaps in
here | will give to you, we could nove the power
line to the northeast corner of our property and go
to the south and then connect up to the current
power line as well. [|'ve got maps in here that show
how our property woul d be affected.

So just consider noving the power I|ine,
and the easenment goes around our power |line as well.

MS. EM LY JOHANSON: Thank you. Do the
maps have your proposed alternative?

MR ROSS VO T: Yep, they're actually
copi es of your naps.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

That concl udes t he speakers we have
signed up but we'll open it up to anyone el se who
wants to cone up at this tine.

Just state and spell your nane for ne.

MR JOSHUA TREASURE: My nane is Joshua

Tr easur e.
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| recently bought a house in the Qutborn
area. Alittle bit about ne. | was on the
Arrowhead fire departnent for five years as a EMR
firefighter. | currently work for the Departnent of
Mlitary Affairs, | did six years in the Air Force
and | used ny VA honme | oan to buy this house,
know ng that there was a 230 |line that has an
easenent al ready through the property. They want to
tear that down and put these new big ones up.

| have a 18 nonth old son and | keep
seeing that these power |ines don't have sufficient
evi dence of much damage to the people, except for
chil dhood | eukem a, which | have a kid. So it's
kind of a big deal to ne, because that power line is
250 feet fromny back door, and our back yard goes
right up to about the 50 foot mark from those power
i nes.

So we keep seeing the human i npact and |
just want to kind of put a face to that. Like, what
do | do in that situation, you know Like, |
understand that this need for the area, but there
seens to be a |l ot of inconsistencies with the other
power lines and how that's going to be fundi ng
everything and who is paying for it, ny property

taxes and so on and so forth. So it just seens |ike
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us little guys.

|'ve just got to state sonething, |'m not
a public speaker, I'ma pretty quiet guy, | stick to
myself. But when I'mcomng to the neetings, you

know t hat maybe we should take a | ook at things
her e.

| guess what |'msaying is, | just -- |
don't know how to feel about the process, having a
kid, I nmean, you know, |ike you guys got teans of
| awyers and stuff to say otherwi se. But keep in
m nd, | eaded fuel was a thing for decades, and there
was tons of |awers saying, well, there's no proof
that this is harnful. You know, ketchup was
originally marketed as a health tonic.

So when | hear these kind of things they
seemrat her superficial, |ooking at ny 18 nonth ol d
son going, wow, that's a really big power I|ine
they're putting up right next to your playground.

For the record, Joshua Treasure, Treasure
Is just like parts and gold, T-r-e-s-s-u-r-e. Thank
you.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON:. Thank you.

Anybody el se who would like to conme
forward and speak?

M. CAROL OVERLAND: My turn again?
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M5. EM LY JOHANSON:  You can cone up
agai n, we do have tine.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Carol Overl and,
again, Ov-e-r-l-a-n-d, representing WOLF, Wrld
Organi zati on of Landowners Freedom Li nda Hanson
coul d not be here today, hopefully she'll be able to
tune in online.

Way back in the early days, there was an
i ssue with the Square Butte line, and | have a
report about that that | want as Exhibit 5.

(Exhibit 5 marked for identification.)

MS. CARCL OVERLAND: And there was a
problem w th overl oadi ng way back when, and this is
1999 probably. So that's Exhi bitb5.

And then | have sone m scel |l aneous info
about the Square Butte line that runs into
Arrowhead, and one is the -- no kidding about it, I
was cheating, it's the way back nachi ne and anot her
Is archived today, a report from ABD of problens
wth that. And do you know if the Square Butte |ine
has been updated recently or within the last 20
year s?

MR, CHRI STI AN WNTER: Christian Wnter,
manager of regional transm ssion planning for

M nnesot a Power .
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Ms. Overl and, when you say the Square
Butte |line, you're tal king about the one that
connects from North Dakota to the Duluth area?

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Yes. Wuld that be
related to the HVDC noderni zati on project?

MR. CHRI STIAN WNTER  Yes, and that's a
separate project. The HVDC noderni zation project is
the tunnel that convert from DC power to AC power.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Did that increase
t he capacity of the |ine?

MR. CHRI STI AN W NTER:  That proj ect
hasn't been conpleted yet, it's under construction.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: WIIl it, hows that?

MR, CHRI STI AN W NTER: It wll, yes. W
tal k about that in the docket, that it would
I ncrease the capacity of that HVDC transm ssi on
i ne.

M5. CAROL OVERLAND: By how nuch?

MR CHRI STI AN WNTER  From 550 negawatts
to 900 negawatts.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: So al nost half -- |
mean twi ce as nuch, and that would be Exhibit 6.

(Exhibit 6 marked for identification.)

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: The NTAC report has

a section where it talks about lines that are a
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problem and the system needs to be beefed up,
because there are all these lines pretty nuch com ng
into the netro fromthe north, south and the north
and the west and going south and they need to be
beefed up, and |I've |l earned in the M ssissippi --
Mankato to M ssissippi route that the King-Eau C air
Arpin line and the Prairie |Island-Byron-Adans |ine
have not been updated in 50 and 60 years. This is

i mportant in this one because |ike for the Arrowhead
project, the outage of the King Eau Claire |ine,
June 25th, 1998, that was the big reason for
supposedl y needi ng the Arrowhead project, going from
Arrowhead down to Weston.

The problemis that that was |ike the
reason and they pushed and pushed and pushed, we
need it because of this horrible outage and it woul d
| eave us freezing in the dark in an incubator
W thout a job. So the problemw th that is, this
was 1998 and the |ines have not been upgraded since,
and | have that, and that wll be Exhibits 7 and 8.

(Exhibits 7 & 8 were marked for

identification.)

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: And I'Il put in a
witten corment tying this all together, but these

| i nes have not been upgraded.
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A couple lines too that needed to be on

that, in addition to Cap X and in addition to the

MPP portfolio, we've got -- we have the Mankato to
M ssissippi line, and that goes all the way across
the state. 1'Il do a witten chart of all the ones

that should be on the map in the EA and the ER

Al so, as far as soci oecononic inpacts go
-- oh, let's go back. | appreciated the conment
about the | eukem a and how he feels. M partner had
| eukem a and in 2023 spent a year goi ng through
treatnent, five weeks in the hospital, eight nonths
of daily treatnents, and basically recovered now.
And the type of | eukem a he had was a APL, which
can't renenber what that stands for now, the APL is
curable, which is very unusual for |eukem a, and
what we found is that it's believed to be triggered
environnental inpacts -- | nean, exposure to
envi ronnent em ssions and radioactivity. And he
spent 20 years in Delaware, right across the bay
fromthree nuclear reactors and right down fromthe
Del aware refinery and exposed to a | ot of things.
It should be taken seriously. Causation has not
been proved, that's true, but there is an
association, and that's significant, and the EA

shoul d address and the ER shoul d address that.
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Fi ber optics, | presune there will be
fiber optic in the shield water, is that correct,
and how nuch of a percentage of that will be used
for controlling the |Iine and what percentage of that
w il be | ease?

MR. CHRI STIAN WNTER: The entirety of
the fiber optic comunicati on doubl e transmn ssion
| ine be would be for utility control protection.

M5. CAROL OVERLAND: It all will be?

MR CHRI STI AN W NTER  Yes.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: The other project it
was |i ke five percent and the rest was going to be
| eased. We've got that on the record.

And the slide said it would be
coordinating with the DNR. Has the DNR comrented on
t his?

MR. DREW JANKE: No fornmal DNR comments
In the docket, but we do neet wth different groups
on a regul ar basis.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: So you do have notes
that could be -- an information request could get
t hose notes into the record.

MR. DREW JANKE: Yes.

M. CAROL OVERLAND: Thank you. And

that's It for now. "1l have nore tonorrow.
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M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Anybody el se who
would |like to cone up and speak?

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: OCh, may |7?

M5. EM LY JOHNSON:  Yes.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: It will be short.

It's very inportant that everyone here
know t hat everyone who nay be affected by this,
M nnesota has what's called the Buy the Farm Law,
where if you are affected by this transm ssion 345
| i ne you can opt out, and when they want an easenent
and they tell you that they want to take your | and,
you can opt out and have them buy your entire
property. You still have to fight about the anount,
whi ch you woul d have to do in any easenent
proceedi ng, but you can be bought out. That is an
option. That is sonething that everyone shoul d
know. And that's sonething that the EA and ER
should include, it's just basic information about
buying the farm There is a little section about
easenents, and buy the farmis crucial. Not
everyone wants to |live under a transm ssion |ine.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON:. Thank you.

| think we are going to take about a five
m nute break, just to give everyone tine to process

and you can decide if you want to nake a comment
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after that.

If you have any questions for us, the
State staff, we would | ove to answer them about the
process specifically. You can always talk to the
Applicant as well about the project. Let's cone
back, let's say, 7:05. Thanks.

(Recess taken at 6:57 till 7:05.)

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: If anybody woul d Iike
to speak we've got sonme nore tinme. D d anyone

deci de they wanted to cone up and say anyt hi ng?

| think we'll just plan on wapping it up
t hen.

Sone inmportant rem nders, that coments
wll be nmade avail able to the public via eDockets.

Qur court reporter has transcribed everything from
this evening and you can review it on the eDockets
page.

The Comm ssion does not edit or delete
personal information from subm ssions, so just keep
that in mnd. And the witten conment period cl oses
on April 23rd, 2026, at 4:30 p.m

Thank you all for com ng tonight, we
really appreciate it. Again, |let Saarah or | know
about the process going forward.

Thank you. Have a great night.
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(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 7:05 p.m)
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PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON AND SCOPI NG MEETI NGS

Docket Nunbers EO015/ CN-25-111; EO15/TL-25-112

BEFORE THE COURT OF ADM NI STRATI VE HEARI NGS5
FOR THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application of
M nnesot a Power and American Transm ssi on Conpany,
LLC for a Certificate of Need and Route Permt for
the Iron Range — St. Louis County — Arrowhead 345 kV

Transm ssi on Project.

Taken at Downtown Fair Center
107 West 7t h Avenue
Fl oodwood, MN 55736

April 7, 2026
12: 00 P. M

REPORTER: Jonna Schrupp, Stenographic Court Reporter
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PRESENTATI ONS: PAGE
Ms. Maxon 3
M. Janke 6
M. Wnter 8
M. Janke 15
Ms. Johnson 21

SPEAKERS:
M. Kraner 29
M . Johnst on 32
Ms. Overl and 35

WHEREUPCON, the foll ow ng proceedi ngs

were duly had and entered of record, to wt:
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MS. SAARAH MAXON: Wel cone everybody.
Thank you for joining us today. This is the Public
I nf ormati on and Scopi ng Meeting for the proposed
Iron Range, St. Louis County, Arrowhead 345 kil ovol't
transm ssion |ine project.

The i n-person neetings wll be held
t oday, there was one held yesterday, at three
| ocati ons al ong the proposed path of the
transm ssion |ine.

Additionally, we will be holding a
virtual neeting this Thursday on April 9th. Each
nmeeting will cover the sane topics and present
exactly the sane materi al s.

Sol'dlike to start out with just a
qui ck agenda for the neeting. M nane is Saarah
Maxon. |'m an anal yst at the M nnesota Public
Uilities Conm ssion.

"Il be giving just a brief introduction
bef ore passing off the m crophone to the Applicants
to provide a description of the proposed project.
After they wap up they're going to pass the m ke
back to ny coll eague here at the Public UWilities
Commi ssion, Emly Johnson, who will continue permt
application review process and then we will open up

the floor to comments and questi ons.
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So before we really get started, 1'd just
i ke to cover sone neeting ground rules. W ask
t hat you pl ease be respectful of others, including
presenters and commenters. W want to make sure
t hat we can hear from everybody who wants to comment
t oday.

Additionally, when we get to the coment
portion we ask that you speak one person at a tine
and don't speak over each other. This is really
I mportant because we have a court reporter here who
is recording coments. It's difficult for her to
get an accurate record if people are tal ki ng over
each other, and we do need your comments to help the
Comm ssi on make i nforned deci sions.

So I'd like to talk about why we're here
today. W are not for or against the proposed
project. W are here to receive public input and
conpile a record for the Comm ssion's perm:t
deci si on.

You can participate by providing conmments
or you can ask questions of State staff about the
permtting review process or you can ask the
Appl i cant s questions about the project. Your
comments wll help the Comm ssion nmake an i nformed

deci sion and could possibly influence permt
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conditions, but the comm ssioners want to hear from
you. They do read through your coments and they
care about how the local community feels.

I'd also like to provide a brief overview
of what we do at the Public Uilities Comm ssion.

We regul ate electric, natural gas and | andline
utilities. W also issue site and route permts for
| arge electrical facilities. There are five

comm ssioners and they are appointed by the governor
and confirnmed by the senate, and these are the

i ndi vi duals who ultimately decide on the permt

I Ssue.

Today we are joined by the Chair of the
Conmmi ssion and she is here, Terry Sieben -- sorry,
it sounds like she's not here yet, but she'll here
soon. But she'll be here just to |listen and | earn
al ong with everybody el se.

And then noving onto ny next slide.

The proposed project is for a 345
kilovolt transmssion line, and it will require two
approvals fromthe Conm ssion, a certified of need
and a route permt.

Both the certificate of need and the
route permit will i1involve environnental review.

Under the certificate of need proceedi ng our staff
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at the Public Uilities Commission will prepare an
envi ronnental report.

Separately the Applicants have al ready
prepared an environnental assessnent and this was
i ncluded in their application for the proposed
project. You can find a copy of this on the
Comm ssion's website or followup with ne if you
have any questions on where to find that.

Thi s concl udes ny portion of the
presentation. Again, ny colleague Emly will be
back here in a few to discuss the process in nore
depth, but for now I'll hand things off to the
Applicant to continue on. Thank you.

MR. DREW JANKE: Thank you, Saarah. Good
af t ernoon, everyone.

My nane is Drew Janke. | am an
environnental conpliance specialist wwth M nnesota
Power. |I'mhere to give an overview of the | SA
transm ssion |ine project.

So I'lIl start with a high | evel overview
of M nnesota Power. Here in the figure on the table
you can see our service area, which spans a good
maj ority of the northeastern portion of the state.

Currently we have just over 1,600

nmegawatts of electric generation capacity, and wth
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t hat about 8,700 mles of existing transm ssion and
distribution |ines.

We have net or exceeded the state energy
goals for the last 16 years, and we were the first
utility in the state to deliver 50 percent renewabl e
ener gy generati on.

In total we have about 150, 000 custoners,
I ncl udi ng sone of the nations |argest industrial
custoners as well as 14 nmunicipalities.

For this project, we are co-applicants
wi th Anmerican Transm ssion Conpany, or ATC, and they
are a utility conpany headquartered in Wsconsin.

So they wll have a small ownership stake in the
pr oj ect.

ATC is essentially a utility for
utilities, so they focus prinmarily of the
transm ssion of electricity rather than the
generation and distribution that M nnesota Power
al so covers.

Here we've got just a high | evel overview
figure for the ISA transm ssion line project. In
the far northwestern and we have the |Iron Range
substation and then on the southeastern end are the
St. Louis County substations and then the adjacent

Arr owhead subst ati on.
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The project itself is approximtely 67
m |l es of double circuit capable 345 kil ovolt

overhead transm ssion |line running between the

rel evant substations. And I'll pass the m ke off to
Chri sti an.

MR, CHRI STI AN W NTER: Il think I'lIl stand
up so | can see the screen. |I'malso not as tall as

Drew so you can see ne better.

My nane is Christian Wnter. |'mthe
manager of regional transm ssion planning for
M nnesota Power, and |I'm going to give sone
background on the need for the project and a couple
of points related to that that we want to clarify
for today.

So maybe you saw i n one of our open
houses | ast year, or in the boards we have this
year, this map before. But the project is part of a
portfolio of transm ssion projects, a regional
portfolio, across a |arge area of the upper m dwest
here, enconpassing about eight states that was
devel oped by our regions grid operator, which is
called M SO or the Mdconti nent |ndependent System
Oper at or .

And M SO is responsi ble for coordinating

the transm ssion planning across this region to nake
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sure that we have a reliable regional system and
utilities can | ean on each other as we need to, and
t hat system operates efficiently and cost
effectively as we head into the future in all the
ways that it's going to be used.

This is an effort M SO began a nunber of
years ago, back in 2020, and it's kind of built on
studi es that occurred even before that.

But they developed this in two phases so
far, Tranches as they call it. So back in 2022 you
kind of see the gray |lines on there are part of the
Tranche 1 portfolio that was approved by M SO and
then Tranche 2, which includes the project, which is
outlined in the blue box up there, is the second of
that -- that second phase of what M SO is doing
t here.

You know, the way | like to characterize
this is, this reliability period that M SO has,
they're | ooking at not the needs of tonorrow but the
needs of several tonorrows, 15, 20 years down the
line, howis the way electricity is being used and
produced changi ng, and what is the transm ssion
system we need to nake sure it's reliable in those
tinmes. And if you |look at the transm ssion system

we use today, largely it was built in the 50s, 60s,
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and 70s, kind of our |ocal highway system The way
that we use that transm ssion systemis a | ot
different than it was 70, 80 years ago.

And so this portfolio, these two Tranches
of this portfolio is kind of anal ogous to the way
we're building the highway of the power grid. W
need a | arger, higher capacity, nore flexible grid,
to facilitate a ot of that power flow across the
regi on, again, as things have changed significantly
since the power system we use today was devel oped.

So MP and ATC, as the transm ssion
owners, on either end of this project, or at the end
points of this project, have an obligation to
deliver it. M SO devel oped the project and
justified it and they essentially handed it off to
us to deliver the project. So that's why we're here
t oday. Looking to nove this project forward.

One | ast point on this slide, you know,

M SO is building a regional plan and these regi ona
pl an efforts have been going on for a long tine.
W'll talk about this a little bit nore in a couple
m nutes, but this is not -- nothing in this
portfolio individual project is intended to address
the specific needs of any individual custoner or

generator. This is about a regional grid that
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supports the needs of nmultiple utilities across
nmultiple states as we head on into the future.

So if we could go to the next slide.

We cover sone of the needs in detail in
the application. So this is volune 1 in front of ne
and that's volune 2 in front of Drew, and you don't
have to read the whole thing. You know, the needs
portion is that much of it (indicating).

But the needs identified by M SO
enhancing grid reliability, is operating as
condi ti ons becone nore vari able, increasing the
efficiency of the grid as we nove power around, and
nmeeting the grow ng demand for reliable clean
energy. W cover that in section 3.3 of the
application and all the background on the M SO
pl anni ngs parts of it.

We al so took what M SO did and we built
on that to hel p understand what does this project
bring as a part of that portfolio, and that's
covered in section in 3.4, 3.5 of the application,
and you see there the way this project helps to
create a nore flexible grid for noving power around
i n and through M nnesota and W sconsi n.

All right. Next slide then.

Just a couple nore points fromme before
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I hand it back to Drew.

One thing we cover in the application is
the 800 WA |imt at the Arrowhead substation. And
MVA is a really engineering word, but that's just
t he anount of power that -- there's a limtation on
t he anount of power that can flow through the
Arrowhead substation that was established at the
time that project was originally constructed, the
Arrowhead substation transm ssion line into
W sconsin back in the early 2000s.

It's a regulatory limt and it was
established at the tine over concerns about
I ncreasing transfers of coal-fired generation noving
fromwest to east through M nnesota and into
W sconsin. W cover sone of the history of it in
t he application, but a |lot has changed, a |ot has
changed since 2001. |If you just | ook at M nnesota
Power as an exanpl e, you know, back in that tine
frame we were probably over 95 percent coal -fired
energy serving our conpany. And today, as Drew was
mentioning, we are over -- we were the first utility
in Mnnesota to serve over 50 percent renewabl e
energy and we're north of that by a decent amount on
a regul ar basis today.

So we are in a different world than we
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were in the early 2000s and when we tal k about the
M SO pl anni ng and what they're trying to do, it
really is trying to increase and elimnate barriers
to novi ng power around the region, largely
carbon-free power, but all resources. Transm ssion
doesn't really care.

But that's the reality of the world we
live in today, is that a lot of this is about
regional transfer capability, and a lot of that is
about renewabl es.

The renoval of that 800 MWVA limt, that
regulatory limt, as we have tal ked about in the
application, is necessary to achi eve regional
benefits in the project. And the circunstances
around that have changed significantly since it was
originally established. So we are requesting to
have that renoved as part of what we're requesting
in the application here, and it is needed for
regi onal purposes, not for any sort of |ocal | oad
servi ng needs.

And that's where we get to ny |ast slide,
ny | ast point here, because we're seeing a |ot of --
and if we can flip to the next one, slide -- a | ot
of comments in the docket about the data center in

Her mant own, proposed data center in Hernantown. And

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Arrowhead Transmission Project - 25-111 25-112 - Floodwood - 4-7-2714

| just wanted to take the opportunity to clarify
t hat .

You know, we're here today because the
| SA project was devel oped and approved by M SO f or
regional reliability. W covered sonme of the
background on that, it goes back a nunber of years.
The project as a concept has been around for even
| onger than that.

Some of you may renenber open house
nmeeti ngs over a decade ago, where sone of us from
M nnesota Power were out here tal king about a very
simlar transmssion line at that tine. The need
didn't ultimately materialize back then but it has
t oday, as an outcone of the M SO studies. And this
project, like other projects that we' ve pernitted
recently that the Comm ssion has considered in the
Dul ut h and Her mant own area was proposed to justify
t he support grid reliability, independently of the
needs of any individual customer or data center.

So whil e these projects are going on in a
sim | ar geographic area, if there was no proposed
data center in Hermantown today, we'd still be here
t oday proposing this |ISA project, tal king about it
and tal ki ng about the regional needs that it has

been devel oped to neet.
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There is a separate docket for the
electric service agreenent associated with that
Her mant own -- proposed Her mant own data center.
Today's topic of conversation is the transm ssion
project and all the needs that we've identified --
M SO has identified -- to put that forward, and we
just wanted to clarify that here up front.

| think with that 1"'mgoing to hand it
back to Drew and he can continue to tal k about the
route and the environnental part of it.

MR. DREW JANKE: Thank you, Chri stian.

So I'mgetting into the route permt
application of the conbi ned applicati on.

So we cane up with a proposed route,
whi ch you can see up here, and that proposed route
in total is about 92 percent collocated with
exi sting transm ssion lines. And collocation
meani ng either | ocated adjacent to and runni ng
parallel to that existing |line or overtaking and
extendi ng the existing right-of-way by about 20 feet
in this case.

So this proposed route, we have it broken
down into three different segnents, starting with
segnent 1, which is highlighted in orange up here,

starting at the northwest, at the |Iron Range
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substation, running to a point just north of the St.
Louis R ver here in Fl oodwood.

For segnent 1 we have proposed to run the
new | SA |ine adjacent to an existing 230 kil ovolt
transm ssion |ine.

Segnent 2, which is highlighted in blue,
runs fromthe St. Louis County substation, at the
far southeast here, to that point between the
segnent 1 and segnent 2 transition, which is the
sanme | ocation north of the river here in Fl oodwood.

Segnment 2 is proposed as overtaking the
existing 230 kilovolt line and stringing both sides
of the double circuit capable | SA structures. So
one side of the new structure or circuit would
continue to operate at that 230 kilovolt while the
ot her side would operate at the 345 kV that the | SA
project is scoped for.

And then segnent 3 is about a one and a
half mle segnent connecting the St. Louis County
substations and the Arrowhead substation, and that
I's proposed as double circuit for the | SA project.

Here is a tineline on where we've been
and where we anticipate going here. Last year was
really heavy in the stakehol der engagenent piece.

We did host a couple rounds of public open houses
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| ast year al ong our potential route areas, as well
as, you know, engagenent with rel evant state and
f ederal agencies that provided val uable routing

f eedback.

This year, obviously we'll be heavy on
the permtting front, so we're starting that process
out here. This year and over the next few years
will be running with detail ed engi neering, begin
di scussions with | andowners to obtain easenent
options, as well as that public engagenment piece
wi Il continue throughout.

Assumi ng all goes well, construction w |l
begin in 2029 and aimto have the project in service
by 2032.

So as part of the route permt
application we, the Applicants, prepared an
envi ronnental assessnent to detail both human and
environnental inpacts that the proposed project
woul d have.

So what the environnental assessnent does
is identifies the inpacts both froma human and
environnental standpoint, and it also identifies
strategies to avoid, mnimze, and in certain
I nstances mtigate those inpacts.

The environnental assessnent itself does
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not advocate for or against the project. And I'I]I
note here that a lot of tines sone of the mtigation
efforts that are identified in that environnental
assessnent cone out through the eventual route
permt conditions for the project.

So continuing on with the environnment al
assessnent. As | nentioned, we |ook at a variety of
factors both fromthe human and envi ronnent al
standpoint. Here is a list of the resources and |
guess sone sub-resources that were evaluated wth
t he environnental assessnent that was prepared for
the project. | won't go through themline by Iline
but it gives you a sense of what is included wth
t hat EA.

|'ve got a few slides here just to go
over real high |level sone of the resources that were
evaluated in the environnental assessnent and sone
of the inpacts that were identified.

So | ooking at aesthetics and recreation,
the one identified inpact is these structures w ||
be quite a bit taller than what the existing 230 kV
structures wll be. W do recognize that as an
I mpact and di scuss the nitigation or special permt
conditions that cone out due to that.

Next slide, please.
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So a couple nore resources here. Looking
at public services of transportation as well as | and
based economies. 1'll touch specifically here on
t he | and based economies. So as part of the
permtting process here we prepared an agri cul tural
I mpact mtigation plan, which has been revi ewed
already initially by the M nnesota Departnent of
Agriculture. So we recently filed that and we have
copies available here if folks are interested in
revi ew ng those.

Ar cheol ogi cal resources and water
resources, we | ook at these resources pretty closely
wth other state and federal agencies. So the
archeol ogi cal resources currently coordinate with
the state historic preservation office, and then on
the water resources for potential inpacts, we
coordi nate closely both with the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neering, at the federal |evel, and then the
M nnesota Departnment of Natural Resources and the
M nnesota Pol lution Control Agency for potenti al
i npacts to water resources.

And then the | ast couple of resources to
hi ghli ght here are potential inpacts and mtigation
to both wldlife and vegetati on.

Specifically for vegetation, simlar to
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t hose | and based econom es, we prepared a vegetation
managenent plan that will get reviewed by the
State's i nner agency working groups ensuring that
vegetation i npacts are both mnimzed and mtigated
for.

| mentioned on the project tineline slide
that 2025 was really heavy on the stakehol der
engagenent piece. So we did |aunch a project
website in May and that's been updated a few tines
and will continue to be updated as we progress
t hrough the process here.

We did host a couple of rounds of open
houses that hopefully sone of you were able to
attend | ast year.

Lots of communication with Tribal Nations
and | ocal governnent unit, both county boards and
townshi p | evel boards, and | andowners, nobstly just
st akehol der feedback, and continue to get plenty of
f eedback.

Next slide, please.

So we don't want that, you know, i nput
and feedback and coordination to go away, so we'l|l
still be here. W do have an e-mail hotmail, as
well as a phone nunber hotline, and as | nentioned

our project website is up and bei ng updated as we go
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here. So there's all sorts of opportunities to
comment either directly with us or through the
of ficial PUC process. Thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Good afternoon,
everyone. Can you hear ne okay?

My nane is EmIly Johnson. | amthe
envi ronnental review nanager with the Public
Uilities Comm ssi on.

We first want to thank you all for taking
time to be here today. OQur staff relies on your
I nput and participation in this process to help
devel op a conplete record for the decision naking
pr ocess.

Today |I'll discuss the State's permtting
process and ways that you can provide that input to
hel p i nform and shape the process for this project.

Wien t he Conm ssion decides on a permt
t hey consi der the hunman and environnental inpacts of
the project and ways to reduce those inpacts.
| npacts can include things |ike construction noi se,
aesthetic inpacts fromtree clearing or new
infrastructure, wildlife habitat fragnentati on and
so on.

Mtigation neasures to address these

I mpacts could include things like limting
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construction to daylight hours, alternative routing,
tree repl acenent plans and nore.

The Conmi ssi on applies standard and
special permt conditions to address these inpacts
and tracks conpliance throughout the life of the
project, if it is permtted.

You can hel p by providing input about
| ocal uni que characteristics, inpacts that you know
of, or ways to reduce those inpacts.

So the first start of our process is a
sanple permt, and it's the sanme for all
transm ssion lines, line projects that are proposed.
So it includes standard permt conditions that are
common to all of those projects. That's avail able
at the entry table there when you cane in, there's a
copy of the sanple permt that we start wth.

After the comment period concl udes and
we' ve col |l ected sone of your input, we wll devel op
a draft permt that wll include special permt
conditions that are specific to the project being
pr oposed.

It's inportant to note that a draft
permt does not allow the Applicant to construct the
project, it's just the starting point in the

Conmm ssi on's deci si on naki ng process.
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There wll be opportunity to comment on
the draft permt as well, and I'Il tal k about that
inalittle bit.

This is just a visual representation of
what | just tal ked about. So we begin with the
sanple permt, sane for every transnm ssion |ine
project that's proposed. W then develop the draft
permt based on public input and it's specific to
the project. And then ultimately -- we have a
comrent period in between and then ultimately the
final permit is what the Conm ssion will make its
deci si on on.

So by | aw applications nust include an
envi ronnental assessnent that contains information
on the hunman and environnental inpacts and ways to
mtigate those identified inpacts.

The EA was included in the application as
appendi x E. That's avail abl e here today, a physi cal
copy is available. You can also find copies at
|l ocal libraries, and if you would |ike that
I nformation you can just cone see ne after or
cont act ne.

There's also -- the application is al so
avai l able on our Public Uilities Conm ssion website

for the project and the eDockets filing system
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We ask that you would provide input if
there are any human or environnment inpacts or uni que
characteristics that you noticed are mssing from
t he environnental assessnent that was filed, and if
there's any mitigation neasures that you would |ike
to see evaluated further.

The i nput we receive on those topics wll
hel p us determ ne whether we need to prepare an
envi ronnental assessnment addendum and that is
sonet hing that we woul d prepare as Conm ssion staff.

Saarah nmentioned before that this project
Is a conbined route permt application and
certificate of need application.

CN, certificate of need, proceedi ngs
require our staff to prepare an environnent al
report. Environmental reports describe the proposed
project and systemalternatives that wll still neet
t he need of the project.

System al ternatives can include things
i ke size, type and timng. Exanples of size could
i nclude different voltages or |length of a project.
Exanpl es of type could include different structure
types and configurations, alternative routing or
different non-transm ssion energy facilities.

Timng can nmean that the project should be sooner or
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| ater or possibly not at all.

Next sli de.

Topics for comment, this is kind of just
a summary of what | just tal ked about. In this
phase of the process we're really |ooking at these
three nain topics for coment.

The first is, Are there any potenti al
human and environnental inpacts, unique
characteristics and mtigation neasures, including
route alternatives for the proposed project that
need further devel opnent and an EA addendunf

The second is, Are there practical
nmet hods to mnimze, mtigate, or avoid potenti al
I mpacts that the Conmm ssion should include as
conditions in a draft permt?

And the third is, Are there other ways to
nmeet the stated need for the project, instead of the
proposed transm ssion line? |If so, what
alternatives to the project should be studi ed?

So what happens next, based on the
information in the record and the i nput we receive
during the comment period the Conm ssion will make
three prelimnary determ nations.

The first, is an environnental assessnent

addendum necessary?
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Second, Wat conditions should the
Commi ssion include in the draft permt?

And the third, What alternatives to the
proj ect should be included in the scope of
certificate of need environnental report?

This slide is just a tentative revi ew
schedule for this project and it highlights the key
mlestones in a review process.

The rows highlighted in blue represent
opportunities for public comment. So as you can
see, this is not the only tine that we accept public
comment in the process.

The star represents where we are
currently in the process.

The Conmm ssion accepted the application
as conplete on January 20th, and that officially
started the process.

We are holding the informati on neeti ngs
this week, and the comment period wll renmain open
t hrough April 23rd.

In June or July, and based on public

i nput, the Conmission will issue a draft permt and
al so nake those deterni nations we tal ked about. So
they'll determ ne whether an addendumis needed and

determ ne the scope of the environnental report.
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We expect that a draft permt and
environnental report wll be issued in the fall of
2026, along with the EA addendumif it's needed.

Public hearings are expected to follow in
the fall, along with that second coment peri od.

After the hearing coment period closes a
public hearing report will also be filed to the
record. So that's all publicly avail abl e.

The Conmission will consider the entire
record before making a deci sion on both the
certificate of need and route permt, likely in the
fall or wnter of 2026.

The permt decision wll be nmade in an
open public nmeeting that you are wel cone to attend.

So how can you comrent? You can provide
verbal comments at today's neeting or any neeting
this week. You can conplete and submt a witten
comment sheet, we have those avail able at the front
as well. You can comment online at the link
provided. You can also e-mail ne directly and send
me physical mail.

| have busi ness cards avail able at the
front as well, and you're wel conme to contact Saarah
or | at any tine if you have questi ons about the

process.
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And the comment period closes on April
23rd at 4:30 p.m

We can go to the next slide.

"1l just cover sonme comrenting etiquette
really quick. We'IIl welconme one speaker at a tine
to the mcrophone. W ask that you state and spell
your nane for the court reporter every tine you cone
up, so even if you cone up twice or three tines.

Since we have quite a crowd today |'m
going to ask that we limt coments to three m nutes
to start. We'Il open it back up to cone up again

and again. W do have about an hour and a hal f

left, so we'll do three mnutes to start and then
we'll open it up again.
And then, | would just like to rem nd

everyone that this is an opportunity for everyone to
be heard. So I'll try to nake sure that we nobve
through fairly and respectfully, but if soneone is
speaking at the mke | really just ask that you wait
until it's your turn to cone to the m ke to speak.

| think we can open it up. W have this
slide back up here so that you can see those topics.

| do have a coupl e people -- four people
signed up to comment first and then we'll open it up

to everyone el se.
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| think first we have Betty CGorbil, did I

say that right?

MS. BETTY GORBIL: | don't have any
comrent .

MS. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you.

Let's see, Pete Kraner. Cone on up.
Thank you.

MR. PETE KRAMER. My nane is Pete Kraner,
P-e-t-e K-r-a-me-r.

| live at 11167 Benson Road, it's right
where the transm ssion |line cones across the St.
Louis River. And first and forenost, |'mfor robust
infrastructure and building for the future, so not
anyt hi ng agai nst the project, and | recogni ze the
nost econom cal route is actually parallel to the
exi sting line on property.

And ny main ask, and I don't know t hat
this is the right avenue, is for M nnesota Power or
the Anerican Transm ssion Conpany or the M nnesota
PUC to identify for | andowners points of contact on
whi ch conpanies are allowed to interact with
| andowners on their behalf or expected.

| get two to three texts a week asking to
sell ny land. | guarantee that has nothing to do

wth the conpanies with this, it's probably, you
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know, venture capitalists or sonebody trying to
garner land for one reason or another, but it's only
centrally located on that piece of property. So it
tells me it's associated with the transm ssion |ine.

And |'ve had a survey conpany reach out
to me and their contract isn't anything that a
reasonabl e | awyer would sign and try to negoti ate
wth them and now that this is comng up |I'm not
even sure who they' re dealing with or who they're
i nteracting wth.

So those two, along the lines, it's just
nore so that | andowners along this know who they're
working with and don't get taken advantage. | fee
confortable where I'"'mat that |I can weed sone of
that out, and |I'm not signing a contract that
doesn't nake sense for everybody invol ved.

| don't want to stifle this, because |
think it's inportant for what's comng, but it's
just concerning all the people that are touching and
reachi ng out to ne.

And then with the existing line, | know I
al ready have this, there's spraying that happen,
there's things in that happen, but in the |ast nonth
|'ve had a tracked vehicle out there and it was not

conmmuni cated to ne through any nornmal process.
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Normal |y they reach out and say, hey,
we're going to be out there cleaning trees,
spraying. |It's |like, yeah, and we interact that
way. The person that was out there, | had no
know edge of it. So as this ranps up there's going
to be nore and nore people comng out, and | just
want sone -- as a | andowner -- sone know edge of who
Is going to be on the property. |In the sane token,
bei ng out in the country, having an unknown person
on the property is not a very nice thing to have.

| think sonetines when there's signs on
sides of vehicles and track vehicles it makes a
little bit of sense, but still have sone know edge
of who is supposed to be out there would be
i mportant.

| don't know the right avenue, but if we
know who we should be dealing with, we can also --
as | andowners we can push aside those peopl e that
are just trying to hit us fromthe outside.

That's all | got.

MS. EM LY JOHANSON: Thank you for
bringing that to our attention. | would |like to say
that we should circle back after the neeting and
have one of our staff reach out to you that has nore

I nformati on and can help you with that.
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I will say for anyone's information, if
the project were permtted we do have -- well, and
since there's already an existing |line and easenent
al ready there, we do have a conpl ai nt procedures
process through the Public Uilities Conm ssion and
we really encourage you to utilize that process.
And if you'd li ke nmore information about that just
cone talk to our staff.

It pretty much neans that any tine
t hroughout a permt's life you can contact us with a
conplaint and we will address it.

| think that we can nove on. Qur next
speaker i s Robert Johnston. Just state and spell
your nare.

MR. ROBERT JOHNSTON: Robert Johnston,
R-o-b-e-r-t J-o0-h-n-s-t-o-n. | live at 6702 Adans
Road, Fl oodwood.

l'd just like to conment on this two
lines, the 230 Iine plus the 345. | was told by
sonebody from M nnesota Power at one of the earlier
neetings that they could probably acconmbdate us by
putting both |lines on set of poles.

W live on a working farmand this |ine
Is going to go through six parcels of |and, and I

don't need two separate |ines going through, al
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these structures to deal with, if | can get away
fromit.

I'mnot trying to chase off the property,
| just want to make it nore usable. But two |ines,
i nstead of five towers there's going to be 10 or 11
of themand that's just not right.

But today | asked about putting them both
on one set of poles and they said, well, who told
you that? Sonebody from M nnesota Power at a
neeting here in town. 1'd like sone clarification
on that. Like | said, that's all 1've got.

MR. DREW JANKE: So to your question
about stacking on --

MR. ROBERT JOHNSTON: Right, both
circuits.

MR, DREWJANKE: So in order to do that,
we're | ooking at much taller towers, is the
restriction, and typically when we getting over 200
feet those structures need to be lighted. So that's
generally why we don't | ook at stacking, as far as
going with taller towers.

MR, ROBERT JOHNSTON: So they have to be
that tall if you double circuit thenf

MR. DREW JANKE: That's correct.

MR. ROBERT JOHNSTON: Funny they didn't
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tell ne that before.

VR. DREW JANKE: l"msorry, |I'mnot sure

MR, ROBERT JOHNSTON: Your people. But
you can see ny point about all these structures.
It's a working farm It's been in our famly for 80
sone years. | nean, it's not a great deal.

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER: Maybe we can
follow up afterwards too, because it depends on
where you're at along the route as well. And maybe
Drew has | ooked at it but 1'd be willing to | ook at
It together and just see what transm ssion |line
we're tal king about.

Li ke we covered earlier, segnent 2 of our
project, where we're collocating the proposed 345 kV
wth the existing 230 |line --

MR, ROBERT JOHNSTON: That's what this

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER: You can generally
do two transmi ssion |ines on one set of towers and
keep that within reasonable and structure heights
and all that stuff. |If we start to have to put nore
than two on a set of towers it gets to have nore
engineering and reliability inpacts to it.

So probably, if we can |ook at a map
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afterwards and see where you're | ocated we can have
a follow up conversati on.

MR, ROBERT JOHNSTON: That's fine. Thank
you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for that.

I would also say that that's the information we're

| ooking for in this process. So thank you for
bringing that up and if you have alternative routing
options that you would |i ke considered by us, we're
happy to have those in the record and i ncl ude those,
so I'll talk with you after the neeting too to talk
nor e about that.

| think we've just got one nore signed
up, Carol Overland. Thank you.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Hello. Caro
Overland, as it was yesterday, Ov-e-r-|l-a-n-d.

So this nmorning | was havi ng breakf ast
wth Charlotte Nye, who was one of ny cohorts in the
Mesaba project, and | was rem nded of the tine when
there was a sawm ||, it was Valentine's Day 2007,
|l ong time ago, but the chair of the Comm ssion was a
part of a panel that was pronoting the Mesaba
project, co-classification project for northern
M nnesota. The problemw th that was there's a

thing called ex parte contact, and | know t hat
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yest erday Conm ssi oner Tuna was here, and maybe
Conmmi ssi oner Sieben has arrived, she was going to be
here, and tonorrow we'l|l have anot her comm ssioner.

Anyway, | think that there should be a
statenent to be clear that people can't be
contacting the comm ssioners directly. That that's
forbi dden. Ex Parte Contact, you just can't have
that. So people need to be aware of that. You
can't be contacting the conmm ssioners directly.

So | think it would help at the begi nning
of the neeting to nake sure that people do know t hat
and understand it.

Anyway, so secondly, Ms. Nye rem nded ne
about problenms wth nmai ntenance issues, and | think
this is sonething that should be covered in the EA
and the ER, how -- and also in the draft permt or

the real permt, how vegetati on managenent wil |

happen.

A problemthat occurs is that there is
noti ce of when they will be there on the property,
but the notice period, like in her case, there was a
notice in April, but then in Novenber she | ooked out

t he wi ndow and saw that a big oak tree on her
property had been cut down and really didn't have

any effective notice.
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It needs to be a narrow wi ndow of notice
so that people can be on the alert and can act.
It's pretty hard to deal with a hundred year oak
tree that's been cut down after it's al ready down.

That al so applies to application of
pesticides, and there is a section for damages in
the permt, draft permt, 5.3.21, and that's
sonet hi ng that should apply al so during
construction, but also during maintenance because
t hat can be a problem

Al so, typically what | found over the
| ast 30 years, is that when magnetic fields are
nodel ed there will be a charge that nodels where the
magnetic fields are, you know, what |evel those are,
di stances fromthe center line. They' re usually
understated, and it's inportant to have a cl ear
show ng of the expected | oading and then the maxi mum
| oadi ng, so you can see what the nmaxi nrum nmay be.

This is looking at a single circuit and
then | ater probably a double circuit, and how t hat
w |l be | oaded, and -- so we need to know what the
magnetic fields will be like at various places from
the center line for all the various anp |evels,
that's inportant.

| don't have the page number on that, but
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the anmp | oadi ng should be the full --

MS. KODI VERHALEN: Kodi Verhal en on
behal f of M nnesota Power, Ms. Overland. The
maxi mum | oadi ng all in appendi x M of the
appl i cation.

M5. CAROL OVERLAND: What are the anps

for that?

MS. KODI VERHALEN: Tabl e 28.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: \What are the nunber
of anps?

MS. KODI VERHALEN: I'Ill let M. Wnter
respond.

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER: Thank you. So we
covered that, |like Ms. Verhalen was saying, in the

appendi ces there are plots, but also in section 6.5
of the application, 6.5.2 particularly for magnetic
fields. W give the anticipated nmagnetic fields
cal cul ated by nmagnetic fields through the proposed
project on all the different potential structure
configurations that are bei ng considered, single
circuit, double circuit, 345 and 230.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Excuse ne, does that
mean doubl e circuit operating as a double circuit?

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER. W were operating
at 345 kV and 230 kV, and we give that magnetic
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field wwth the maxi num current antici pated on the
transm ssion |ine, naxi mum continuous rating, so the
nmost we coul d ever put down based on the rating on
the line at table 28.

MS. CAROCL OVERLAND: And that nunber is?

MR, CHRI STI AN W NTER: For the 345 kV
line it is 3,000 anps, and there are sone other
anpacities for the lines that are being paralleled,
but for the project it's 3,000 anps. It's all in
the cable --

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: And that is the
maxi nrum 3, 000 anps?

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER  That's the nmaxi num
continuous rating of the I|ine.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Thank you. That's
it for right now Thank you.

MS. DESI REE MORNI NGSTAR:  Thank you,
Ms. Overland, for your connents.

M5. CAROL OVERLAND: Ms.

MS. DESI REE MORNI NGSTAR: Ms. Overl and.

Wth respect to your question about
commi ssioners comng to these neetings. You're
ri ght, Comm ssioner Tuma was at the G and Rapids
neeting last night. Chair Sieben arrived just a few

m nutes ago, so she's here with us in Fl oodwood.
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You are correct, those conmm ssioners
cannot have ex parte conmmuni cations wth individuals
on the record, neaning they cannot tal k about the
merits of the open dockets, the proceeding that is
in front of us. So staff is here to coll ect
information, to build a record, we'll be making
recommendations to the conm ssioners, and of course,
the five comm ssioners are going to have the record
in front of them and be naki ng deci sions on the
draft permit and final permt stage. They'll be
doing that in open neetings. So they are very aware
of and respectful of those restrictions on ex parte
conmmuni cat i ons.

MS. CARCOL OVERLAND: Good.

MS. DESI REE MORNI NGSTAR:  Thank you.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: Ckay. | think that's
t he end of our speakers who signed up. |f anyone
would like to come up we'll just open it up for open

comment s now.

And if nobody rushes up here we m ght
take a five mnute break and allow you to narinate
on that and decide if you want to cone up after.

Wiy don't we cone back at 12:55 or so.
(Recess was taken 12:47 till 12:55.)
M5. EMLY JOHNSON: | amgoing to open it
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back up here nore comments. So anyone who is
interested feel free to cone on up to the m ke.

Go ahead, Carol.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: (Going back to
magnetic fields, I am|l ooking at the application and
table 19, 20, 21, and 22, and ny concern here is
that capacity is at, | believe 3,000 anps, but,
okay, there's 150 foot right-of-way, so 75 feet
probably on each side of the center |line. But when
I look at say table 20 in the application, page 51,
and the applications are over there in those big
huge books.

This is appendi x E, page 60 of 344, 61 of
344, anyway, of the appendix is 51 and 52. So
anyway, the concern is 75 feet on either side, but
we're | ooking at table 20, which is for segnent 1,
we don't have a 75 foot neasurenent there, we've got
50, and it's 418, 100 is 145.7, and the other side,
50 is 309, 100 is 160.6. |If you look at the N E
excess report, which is cited here, but they
recommend four, | think. It's been a long tine. |
went to the appellate court on this back in |ike
2001 and | can't renmenber, but it's nuch, much | ower
than it is even at 190 feet away fromthe center

i ne.
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On table 21, we do have a 75 foot segnent
2 category here, and it's 130.1 on side, 48.6 on the
other side. W're not even getting close to single
digit nunbers. So that is sonething that needs to
be addressed.

There i s an association wth | eukem a,
there's no foundation, it hasn't been proven yet,
and | don't know that we'll ever get there. But
there is an association with chil dhood | eukem a and
| urge you to look into these studies on that. A
|l ot of themare really old and that's a problem
But there are studi es show ng the associ ati on and
that should be be included the EA, the ER and | hope
the draft permt is keeping it down, and that's it
for now. Carol Overland, again.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for those
coment s.

M nnesota Power, do you have anything you
want to say to that or are you good?

Anybody el se?

| f nobody el se wants to come up we just

have some rem nders. Al of the comments will be
made available to the public via our eDockets filing
web page, you can access that. |If you need any help
just cone let nme know and I will show you how you
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can access that. That includes the transcripts of
all of the neetings this week, those are all public
avai l abl e informati on once they're posted after the
nmeet i ng.

The Comm ssion does not edit or delete
personal identifying information from subm ssi ons,
SO just keep that in mnd. And the witten coment
period closes on April 23rd at 4:30 p.m

I f you have any other questions pl ease
reach out to us any tine. Gab ny card at the
front, or Saarah's card. That's what we're here
for. And thanks again for com ng and, yeah, thanks
for your input.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 1:05 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA )
COUNTY OF HENNEPI N )

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Jonna Schrupp, do hereby certify
t hat the above and foregoing transcript,
consisting of the preceding 43 pages is a
correct transcript of ny stenographic notes of
t he proceedings to the best of ny ability.
Dated April 12, 2026
/sl Jonna Schrupp

JONNA SCHRUPP
St enogr aphi ¢ Court Reporter
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PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON AND SCOPI NG MEETI NGS

Docket Nunbers EO015/ CN-25-111; EO15/TL-25-112

BEFORE THE COURT OF ADM NI STRATI VE HEARI NGS5
FOR THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application of
M nnesot a Power and American Transm ssi on Conpany,

LLC for a Certificate of Need and Route Permt for

the Iron Range — St. Louis County — Arrowhead 345 kV

Transm ssi on Project.

Taken at AAD Shrine Meeting and Event Center
5152 M Il er Trunk Hi ghway
Her mant own, MN 55811

April 7, 2026
6: 00 P. M

REPORTER: Jonna Schrupp, Stenographic Court Reporter
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M5. SAARAH MAXON: Hell o, everybody. Can
you hear nme in the back? Geat.

So thank you for joining us today. This
Is the Public Informati on and Scoping Meeting for
t he proposed Iron Range, St. Louis County, Arrowhead
345 kilovolt transm ssion |ine project.

The docket nunbers of the Public
Utilities Comm ssion associated with this project
are CN-25-111 and TL-25-112.

|'d just like to say thank you all for
bearing with us getting started here. W had a
little bit of delay because there was sone natural
gas snell but we're glad that it's all safe and
we're here and we can neet, and we're just really
glad you stuck it out to join the neeting with us.
So thank you so nuch.

This is the in-person neeting being held
today in Hermantown. W also held two ot her
neeti ngs today and yesterday at three | ocations
al ong the proposed path of the transm ssion |ine.

Additionally we'll be holding a virtual
public meeting on this Thursday, April 9th at six
p.m Each neeting covers the sane topics and covers
t he sane material s.

One inportant note, if you'd like to

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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provide a verbal coment in a snaller setting, if
you don't like speaking in front of crowds or if you
don't want to wait till the commenting section
toward the end of the neeting, we do have a second
court reporter taking down comments at the back of
the room Qur lovely Bret is waving his hands
there. |If you head into that roomshe'll be able to
take down your comments. Thank you.

Sol'dlike to just start with a quick
agenda for this neeting. M nane is Saarah Maxon
and | am an anal yst for the M nnesota Public
Uilities Commssion. | will being giving a brief
I nt roducti on before |I pass things off to the
Applicants to provide a brief description of the
project. Then they will pass things back to us and
nmy col |l eague, Em |y Johnson, here to ny right, who
is the environmental review nanager for the proposed
project, wll explain the permit application review
process in nore detail before we open up the fl oor
for comments and questi ons.

So before we really kick things off 1'd
just like to cover neeting ground rules. W ask
t hat you pl ease be respectful of others, including
presenters and conmenters. W just want to nake

sure we can hear from everybody here toni ght who
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wants to coment.

Additionally, when we get to the coment
period we'll give the floor to one speaker at a
time. As | nmentioned previously, we do have a court
reporter here and she is taking down everybody's
comments and it's hard for her to hear and
accurately transcribe comments if people are talking
over each other, so just one person at a tine.

So the reason we are here today. W at
the M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion are not
for or against the proposed project. W are here to
receive public input and conpile a record for the
Comm ssion's inforned permt decision.

You can participate by providing conments
or asking questions of State staff about the
permtting review process. You can also ask the
Appl i cant s questions about the project. Your
comments are really inportant. They hel p the
Comm ssion wth naking an infornmed decision on the
permt and could i nform possible permt conditions.
The conm ssioners want to hear fromyou. They care
about how | ocal communities feel. They do read
t hrough everybody's coments.

Sol'dlike to provide a brief overview

of what we do at the M nnesota Public Uilities
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Comm ssion. W regulate electric, natural gas and
landline utilities. W also issue site and route
permts for large electrical facilities. There are
five conmm ssioners who are appoi nted by the governor
and confirmed by the senate and these the

I ndi viduals are the ones who ultimtely decide the
permt issue. Today we are joined by Conm ssi oner
Ham who is here to listen to the neeting and j ust

| earn al ongsi de everybody el se.

Movi ng on to the next slide.

As | nentioned, the proposed project is
for a 345 kilovolt transmssion line and it wll
require two approvals fromthe Conm ssion, a
certificate of need and a route permt. Both the
certificate of need and the route permt wll
i nvol ve environmental review

Under the certificate of need proceedi ngs
our staff at the Public Uilities Comm ssion w ||
prepare an environnental report.

Separately, the Applicants have already
prepared an environnental assessnent and this was
i ncluded in their application for the proposed
project. You can find a copy of this on the
Comm ssion's website, or if you want | think we

m ght have sone here, just feel to cone up and ask
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us and we can help direct you to that.

Thi s concl udes ny portion of the
presentation. M colleague Emly will be back to go
over the review process in depth later on, but for
now |'1l hand things off to the Applicant.

MR. DREW JANKE: Good eveni ng, everyone.
My nane is Drew Janke. |'m an environnent al
conpliance specialist wwth M nnesota Power here
today to provide an overview of the project.

If you could flip to the next slide,
pl ease.

So starting with a general overview of
M nnesota Power, who we are and where we are. As
you can see up here, M nnesota Power's service
territory covers a pretty good portion of the
nort heast portion of the state.

Currently we have a little over 1,600
nmegawatts of power generation capability or
capacity, about 8,700 mles of existing transm ssion
and distribution |ines.

We have net or exceeded the M nnesota
Energy Savings Goals for the | ast 16 years, and we
were the first utility in the state to deliver 50
percent renewabl e energy to our custoners.

Currently we have about 150, 000
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custoners, including sone of the nation's | argest
i ndustrial custoners as well as 14 nmunicipalities.

We do have a co-applicant on the project
here, American Transm ssi on Conpany, or ATC. ATCis
headquartered in Wsconsin and essentially ATCis a
utility for utilities. So rather than operating in
the generation and distribution side of the utility
worl d, ATC focuses solely on the transm ssion
aspects.

Here's just a real high |evel overview
slide for the Iron Range to St. Louis County to
Arrowhead, or | SA transm ssion |line project.

So M nnesota Power and ATC are
co-applicants proposing an approxinately 67 mle
| ong 345 kilovolt overhead transmi ssion |line built
on a double circuit capable structures from as |
menti oned, the Iron Range substation to St. Louis
County substation and also to the Arrowhead
subst ati on.

|'mgoing to pass the coll eague to ny
col |l eague Christian Wnter.

MR, CHRI STIAN WNTER: |'m actual ly going
to stand up so | can see the screen, so you can see
ne.

Thanks for com ng this evening. M nane
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Is Christian Wnter. |'mthe nanager of regi onal
transm ssion planning for M nnesota Power, and |'m
goi ng to cover sone background on the project, where
the project cane fromand a couple clarifying points
related to what's covered in the application.

This slide here, if you have been to any
of our open house neetings | ast year you probably
saw this, it's on the boards over there, but this
shows the M SO Tranche 2.1 portfolio. |I'mnot a fan
of the word Tranche either, so I'mwth you on that,
i f you've never heard that word before tonight. But
what this is is MSOis the region's grid operator
maki ng sure that this regional transm ssion grid
that we all use in this 8 plus state area that you
see on the screen here is reliable and neets all of
our needs over the long term for all the ways that
we' ve used that in producing energy and transmtting
it and then ultinately delivering it to all of us
who use it in different ways.

M SO set out on a path to understand that
starting back, and really before 2020, but starting
back in 2020 they started desi gning transm ssion
pl anni ng study effort, and that resulted in the
first portfolio project in 2022 called Tranche 1,

which are the gray |ines on the nmap.
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M SO i medi ately went into the sort of
next phase of that planning, |ooking further out at
ki nd of where things are headed, especially with
renewabl e i ntegration, decarbonization, you know,
the retirenent of fossil fuel generators and nore
preval ent use of resources |ike wnd and sol ar,
which we see in different ways all across this
regi on.

So Tranche 2 includes projects, the
project is outlined in the blue box up there, was
approved by the M SO board in Decenber 2024. So the
project is part of this larger portfolio and the
pur pose of the portfolio under MSO s reliability
inmperative is to naintain reliable grid over the
| ong haul .

It's not a portfolio that was devel oped
for any individual custonmer or generator. Every
project that's in that portfolio plays a role in
what the portfolio does for the region, for region
reliability in meeting the |ong term needs.

Now, MP and ATC have an obligation to
deliver this project under the MSO tariff, and as
part of that portfolio M SO is responsible for
comng up with the projects and then we're

responsi ble for taking and delivering that for them
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-- well, designing, permtting and constructing it.
So that's why we're here tonight. W're
here to tal k about the Iron Range, St. Louis County,
Arrowhead project, and ultimately under our
obligation to work together to nove that forward.

So let's go to the next slide.

This slide covers sone of the project
needs. That's largely what this certificate of need
application is about, and it's a little intimdating
to have two gigantic four inch binders here. But
the need part is really just the front part of this,
and it's covered in detail in the history of the
M SO process, the benefits and the value that the
portfolio brings, the way M SO quantifies those
benefits and how t he benefits outweigh the long term
costs of the portfolio. Al of those things are in
t here.

Section 3.3 of the application covers
that, and you can see kind of the three bullet point
t hi ngs that we use to border that out, enhancing
grid reliability in the upper mdwest, as to how
operating conditions becone nore vari abl e,
increasing grid efficiency as energy is transferred
fromwhere it's produced to where it's used, and

that's in alot of different directions.
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That's one of the things that has changed
about the way we use the grid over the years. W
used to have a lot of one central station generators
in place and a lot of |ower demand in another place,
and now t hat generation is nore spread out and so
are the users of that energy.

So this transm ssion facilitates the
flexibility we need to nove that power around the
regi on and neet that growi ng denmand for reliable
clean energy in the upper mdwest. So that's part
of the portfolio need.

Also in the application, section 2.4 and
2.5, we as the Applicant are stuck wth, well,
what's the project bring to our regi on and what does
it doin this portfolio. So you'll see sone of the
ways we tried to quantify that in the application as
wel |, including increasing nore flexible renewable
capabilities, as well as local grid reliability,
resiliency, just creating nore power flowng into
our grid.

So all of that is there in the
application and I'mavailable to talk about it Iater
tonight after the neeting if you want.

But | have two nore points to cover

related to the need for the project. So if we can
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go the next slide.

This one we covered in the application.
So this project, and the one particul ar aspect of it
that sort of gets into the history of the
transm ssi on system transmn ssion devel opnment in the
area, and that is the 800 WA limt. So we cover
the history of that in the application. | just
wanted to reiterate a little bit of it here.

The 800 MA limt, so MA is like an
engi neering word for just comon power. The 800 MVA
limt is alimt on how nuch power can flow through
the Arrowhead substation at the end of this project
and on into Wsconsin. And that was put in place
when that substation was originally constructed, or
permtted actually, in the early 2000s and it's a
regulatory limt.

At the tinme the concern was over
I ncreased transfers of coal fired generation com ng
across fromthe Dakotas, across M nnesota and into
W sconsin, west to east, and we just kind of talked
about how a I ot of that changed. Even if you think
about M nnesota Power and our journey over the | ast
25 years, we go back to the early 2000s, we were at
95 percent coal fired energy in our portfolio

serving our custoners. And as Drew said, now, the
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versatility in serving our custoners with over 50
percent renewabl e energy and we are wel| ahead of
that a lot of tines these days, in terns of the
amount of renewabl es that are being used to serve
all the energy in our systens.

So times have changed and we're not the
only one, times have changed all around us. So as
we tal k about the purpose of the MSO LRTP is to
allow utilities throughout that |arge regi onal area
to |l ean on each other as the energy portfolio
changes, to support each for reliability, you need
to renove barriers for regional transfers, you need
transm ssion that enables it all. And so the reason
that we're requesting renoval of the 800 MWA Iimt
as a part of this project is because the project,

t he purpose of the project is to increase regional
transfers both to Wsconsin, from Wsconsin, north
to south, Mnnesota, along with nore flexibility is
what we're | ooking for.

So this project does that from an
engi neeri ng perspective. |It's not really possible
to nmaintain the 800 WA limt the way it's
mai nt ai ned today anynore after this project is
conpleted. But just froma baseline purpose of the

project, the 800 WA Iimt is inconsistent with the
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regi onal needs that are going to be needed by M SO
for the project.

And then this segues into the next
Tranche -- the last bullet point, while the 800 WA
limt, again, | just want to reiterate, it's about
those regional transfers. |It's not related to any
| ocal need. The 800 MVA Iimt actually has nothing
to do wth any | ocal needs.

The next slide we'll just cover it.

There have been a | ot of comments in the
docket around the proposed Her mant own data center
and all the things that are going on wwth that. W
just want to nmake very clear, we're here tonight
because the | SA project that we tal ked about is
devel oped and approved by M SO, for regional
reliability, studies beginning back in 2020, built
on analysis that started before that, it's been
going on for many years. |In fact, this project, the
| SA project as a concept has been around for over a
decade.

Some of you may renenber open house
neeti ngs that were hosted back in 2013, Jimand I
were there for a project very nuch like this, and
the need for it didn't materialize at that tine, but

It has today and it's been approved by M SO
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So this is a project that's been going on
for a long tine, |ike other projects that we' ve
recently worked with the Comm ssion on in this area,
was proposed for grid reliability, independent of
t he needs of any individual customer, the data
center. And to just put a really clear point on it,
If there was no proposed data center in Hermant own,
we would still be here tonight tal king about the |ISA
proj ect proposal.

M SO eval uated the regi onal needs of the
transm ssion system they didn't consider these data
centers. They | ooked at how the way we produce and
neet that energy change over the | ong haul w thout
respect to any i ndividual custoners.

There is a separate proceeding, there is
a lot of concerns with that proposed data center.
That petition has been filed with the Conm ssi on.

So that's really the place for that discussion to
happen. And we just want to take the opportunity to
clarify that upfront here.

Happy to talk nore about it |ater tonight
but I think that's what we have to say for now, and
| can hand it back to the PUC -- or to Drew, |
f orgot about the other half of our presentation, the

rout e.
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MR. DREW JANKE: Thank you, Christi an.

So, yeah, we'll tal k about the other half of the
route permt aspect of the project.

So as part of that route permt
application we did devel op a proposed route, which
I's what you see up on the screen here. You know,
fromthe Arrowhead substation to the St. Louis
County substation and then up to the Iron Range
subst ati on.

The proposed route as a whole is about 92
percent coll ocated with existing high voltage |ines.
So collocation in this instance neans either
adj acent to an existing high voltage | and
right-of-way or largely overtaki ng and expandi ng an
exi sting high voltage | and ri ght-of -way.

The proposed route itself is broken down
into three segnents.

So segnment one is highlighted in orange
on the nap above. So it runs fromthe Iron Range
substation at the far northwest portion of the
proposed route just outside of Grand Rapids and runs
t hrough a point just north of the St. Louis river,
just east of Floodwood. And for that segnent 1 our
proposal is to collocate adjacent to an existing 230

kilovolt transm ssion |line right-of-way.
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Segnent 2 is highlighted in blue and that
Is fromthe St. Louis County substation up to the
poi nt of segnent 1 just east of Fl oodwood there.

For segnent 2 our proposal is to overtake |argely
the 230 kilovolt right-of-way, but it would require
an extensi on of about 20 feet just to acconnobdate
for a 150 foot right-of-way for this | SA project.

And then segnent 3 is fromthe St. Louis
County substation to the Arrowhead substation, and
that is being proposed as double circuit 345
kil ovol t.

Project tineline, so really 2025 was real
heavy on t he stakehol der engagenent teans between
interactions with federal and state agencies as well
as public. W did host a couple of public open
houses foll owi ng our potential route variance, got
sone really great feedback from both of those.

This year, obviously we're heavy on the
permtting sense and over the next couple years
we'll continue with permtting, running wth
engi neeri ng, environnmental surveys and in discussion
w th | andowners, potential easenent agreenents, as
wel | as continuing that public engagenent piece, so
we' re not goi ng anywher e.

Assum ng all goes well, construction
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would start in 2029 and the project is ained to be
In service by 2032.

So as Saarah nentioned at the begi nning,
we the Applicant, did prepare an environnental
assessnent as part of the route pernmt application
process. And so just a |l evel set here on what an
envi ronnental assessnent is and isn't.

So what it does is describe the proposed
project and any alternatives and also the inpacts to
bot h human and environnental resources, hunman
envi ronnental resources, and it lists strategies to
either avoid, mnimze, and if so there are inpacts
how do we mtigate for those inpacts.

The environnental assessnent itself does
not advocate for or against the project.

As | nentioned, the environnental
assessnent itself |ooks at a wde variety -- thank
you. So the environnental assessnent | ooks at a
W de variety of resources, both from an
envi ronnental inpact standpoint, there's a whole
list there, I won't read them verbatim but gives
you a sense of sone of the resources that the
envi ronnental assessnent eval uates.

We'll walk through a few resources at a

hi gh | evel here, starting with aesthetics and
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recreation. So there are sonme potential inpacts for
bot h of these resources, primarily, you know, these
new | SA structures are quite a bit taller, we

di scuss that within the environnmental assessnent,
potential inpacts, and howto mtigate for those

I mpacts.

Public services and transportati on and
then | and based economes. |[|'Ill point specifically
to the | and based econom es, as part of this
mtigation efforts to coordinate with the M nnesota
Departnment of Agriculture and agricul tural inpact
mtigation plan. So we have received that feedback
fromthe Departnent of Agriculture and have filed an
updated plan. W do have a copy of it here if folks
are interested.

We do also look at, within the EA, at
ar chaeol ogi cal resources and water resources and
I mpacts to those. For both of these resources, we
coordinate pretty heavily with a few ot her agenci es
fromthe archeol ogi cal resources standpoint. W
coordinate early and often with the State Historic
Preservation O fice, along with interested Tri bal
Nat i ons.

And then fromthe water resources

standpoint, we wll coordinate closely with the U S.
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Arny Corps of Engineers at the federal |evel and at
the state | evel we coordinate with both the
Depart nent of Natural Resources and the M nnesota
Pol | uti on Control Agency.

|'"mgoing to get to ny |last slide here.

We have a | ot of resources listed with
t he environnental assessnent, so we | ooked at both
w ldlife and vegetation resources. Again, simlar
to | and based econom es resource section for
vegetation. W do devel op a vegetati on managenent
pl an and undergo review by the State Wrki ng G oup,
so that is in process as we go through here.

Just a couple of slides before | hand it
back to Saarah and Emly.

As | nmentioned, 2025 was really heavy in
st akehol der engagenent process. W did |aunch a
project website for the project in May of 2025.
That's been updated a few tines and will continue to
be updated as we progress through the process here.
We did have a coupl e rounds of open houses, |ots of
comruni cations with Tribal Nations, |ocal governnent
units, local county board, and of course | andowners,
and a nunber of federal and state agencies.

Next sli de.

So like | said, we want the stakehol der
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engagenent feedback to conti nue, so we do have a
e-mail hotline as well as a phone nunber hotl i ne.
You can | eave comments directly with the project
t eam on our project website or via e-mail or the
phone nunber in addition to the formal process.

Thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Good eveni ng,
everyone. Can you hear ne okay in the back?

My nanme is Emly Johnson. |'m an
envi ronnental review nmanager with the Public
Uilities Comm ssion.

W want to start out by just thanking you
toni ght for being here, because our staff relies on
your participation and input to build a conplete
record for our Comm ssion's decision naking process.

Tonight I'Ill discuss the State's
permtting process and the ways that you can provide
I nput and informthat process.

When the Conm ssion decides on a permt
we consi der the human and environnental inpacts that
a project will have and ways to reduce those
I mpact s.

| npacts could include things |ike
constructi on noi se, aesthetic inpacts fromtree

clearing or new infrastructure, wldlife habitat
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fragmentation and so on

M tigation neasures could include things
like limting construction to daylight hours,
alternative routing, tree replacenent plans and
nor e.

The Conmi ssion applies standard and
special permt conditions to address inpacts and
tracks conpliance throughout the life of the project
if it is permtted.

You can hel p by providing input about
| ocal uni que characteristics, inpacts and ways to
reduce those i npacts.

SO our permtting process begins with a
sanple permt and it's the start of the process. It
i ncl udes standard permt conditions that apply to
every transm ssi on project.

After the comment period concludes and we
have coll ected sone input fromthe | ocal community,
we use that input to develop a draft permt that
wll contain special permt conditions that are
specific to the project being proposed.

It's inportant to note that a draft
permt does not allow the Applicant to construct the
project. It is just a starting point in our

Comm ssion's deci sion naking process. And there
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w il be an opportunity to comment on the draft
permt at a later point in the process, and we'l|l
talk about that in a little bit.

Next sl i de.

So this is just a visual overview of what
| just said. W start with a sanple permt, sane
for every transm ssion project. W then devel op the
draft permt based on public input and then we'l|
receive nore input on that draft permt, and then
ultimately the Comm ssion will nake it's final
deci sion on the final permt.

Next sli de.

So by |l aw applications for route permts
nmust include an environnental assessnent that
contain informati on on human and environnent al
i npacts and ways to mtigate those i npacts. The EA

I's included as appendi x E of the application. The

application is available here tonight. 1It's also
available at the local libraries. It is quite
|l engthy. It's also avail able online on our

M nnesota Public Utilities web page for the project
or the eDockets filing system

We ask that you do take a | ook at that,
t he environnmental assessnent, and naybe if you j ust

want to key in on certain sections that you are
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concerned about, and then |l et us know through this
comment period if you see anything that's m ssing.

So we want to know if there are any human
and environnmental inpacts, unique characteristics to
the local area, that are mssing in the
envi ronnental assessnent, and if there are any
mtigation neasures to address those inpacts that
you would like to see eval uated further.

The i nput that we receive on these topics
wi |l help the Comm ssion detern ne whether an
envi ronnental assessnment addendum is needed, and
that is sonmething that our staff woul d prepare.

Saarah nentioned earlier that this
project is a conmbined route permt application and
certificate of need application. Certificate of
need applications and proceedi ngs require our staff
to prepare an environnmental report.

An environmental report describes the
proposed project and any system alternatives that
will still neet the stated need of the project.

Al ternatives can include things |like size, type and
timng. Exanples of size mght be different

vol tages or lengths. Exanples of type m ght include
different structure types and configurations,

alternative routing or different non transm ssion
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facilities. Timng can nean |i ke the project should
happen sooner, later or not at all.

Next sl i de.

So this is just a sunmary of the topics
for comment that we're looking for at this part of
t he process.

Are there any potential human and
envi ronnental inpacts, unique |ocal characteristics
or mtigation neasures, including route alternatives
for the proposed that need further devel opnment and
an envi ronmental assessnent addendunf

Are there practical nethods to m nim ze,
mtigate or avoid potential inpacts that the
Comm ssi on should include as conditions in the draft
permt?

And, are there other ways to neet the
stated need of the project instead of the proposed
transm ssion line, and if so what alternatives
shoul d be studi ed?

So what happens next. Based on the
information in the record, including your coments
t hat you provide during this coment period, the
Comm ssion will nake three prelimnary
determ nati ons.

The first, is an environnental assessnent
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addendum necessary?

The second, what conditions should the
Conmmi ssion include in a draft permt?

And the third, what alternatives to the
proj ect should be included in the scope of the
envi ronnental report?

So this slide outlines the tentative
revi ew schedule for this project and key m | estones
in the State's permt review process.

The rows highlighted in blue represent
opportunities for public comments. So as you can
see, this is not the only opportunity to provide
I nput .

The star represents where we are
currently at in the process.

The Applicant -- the Comm ssi on accepted
the application as conplete on January 20th, which
officially started the review process.

This public neeting that we're hosting
this week is just the first step of that process
really. So we are holding these public neetings and
t he comment period wll remain open through Apri
23r d.

In June or July, and based on public

I nput, the Comm ssion wll issue a draft route

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Arrowhead Transmission Project - 25-111 25-112 - Hermantown - 6pm28

permt and wll al so make those ot her determ nations
that we just tal ked about. So they'l| decide

whet her an environnental assessnent addendumi s
needed and determ ne the scope of the environnental
report.

We expect that the draft permt and
environnental report wll be issued in fall of 2026,
along wiwth an EA addendumif it is needed.

Publ i c hearings are expected to be held
in the fall, along with a second coment peri od.
After the hearing comrent period closes a public
hearing report will be filed and available to the
public.

The Conmmi ssion wll consider the entire
record before making a deci sion on both the
certificate of need and the route permt, which wll
li kely occur in fall or winter of 2026. Again, this
Is a tentative schedul e.

That permt decision wll be made in an
open public nmeeting that you are all welcone to
attend.

So how you can coment. You can provide
verbal comments at tonight's neeting, or the neeting
on Thursday as well, that will be virtual. You can

conpl ete and submt a comment sheet, they're
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avai l able in the back of the room they |ook |ike
this, I think a ot of you got them when you wal ked
in. You can comment online at the |link provided in
the slides here. There's also a copy of the slides
in the back of the roomas well. You can e-mail ne
directly or send ne physical mail, and mnmy contact
card, as well as Saarah's are avail able at the back
of the room W encourage you to reach out to us at
any tinme if you have any questions about the
permtting process. That is our job, so that's why

we're here and we're happy to hel p you.

The comment period wll end April 23rd at
4:30 p.m

Next sli de.

Before we open it up for public comments
here, | just want to nake sone notes about
commenting etiquette. W w il welcone one speaker
at atine. I'mgoing to start with a |list of people
that signed up and then we'll open it up to anyone

el se who wants to speak.

When you cone up to the podi um we ask
that you state and spell your name for the court
reporter. We ask that you limt coments to just a
few mnutes to start. M coworker John over here

will politely let you know when we get to about 30
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seconds left of a three mnute tineline. So as | ong
as we can all agree on that, please wap up your
commrents. Once everyone has had a chance to speak
we wll open it up again and you can cone back up if
you want to speak agai n.

And then | wll just say that this is an
opportunity for everybody to be heard, so | wll
personally nake sure we nove through speakers fairly
and respectfully, but if soneone is speaking at the
mke, I will just ask that you wait until it's your
turn to speak and you will have a chance.

If you have any verbal comments to nake,
Saarah nmentioned this earlier, but you don't feel
confortable in this |large group setting, there is a
court reporter in a snmaller roomin the back of the
bui | di ng who can transcri be your coments. And
every comment received here tonight, as well as
everything we just said will be in the record in the
e Dockets filed for this project, and it's all being
transcri bed by our court reporter.

So |l wll open it up for coments and we
will start with our list here. The first nane |
have i s Bianca Rose Treasure. Wuld you like to
speak?

MS. BI ANCA TREASURE: B-i-a-n-c-a
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T-r-e-a-s-u-r-e.

Alittle bit about ne, | live al ong
H ghway 8, where this is going to go through. I1'ma
US Arny vet, contribution technician. |I'ma stay

at hone nom and ny son and | are al ways there.

So | guess the way that | consider the
I mpacts our way of life is that the Wirld Heal th
Organi zation says that it is recommended to |live 700
to 1,000 feet fromtransm ssion |ine exposure, and
our house is exactly 200 feet fromwhere the |lines
are going to be.

So how that worries ne is the safety and
the effects long term and not just nyself, but ny
husband and our child. That's him

Sorry, |I've never spoke in front of this
many peopl e before.

Alternatively, we'd like to see if we
coul d have the power lines, because it's right in
the mddle of our |and, we have 20 acres and it's 20
feet from our house, and there's about 15 nore acres
behi nd us. It nmakes ne very unconfortable with it
literally right outside our door in our backyard.

So we wanted to be able to see if it could be put
al ong Highway 2 instead of through rura

residenti al .
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| guess that's all | really have. It
would really affect our way of life and the way we
utilize our land. W use that |land for foraging, we
have ani mal s, we have deer that cone through, we
have turkeys that cone through. It's also a food
source, we have over 50 sub species of mushroons in
our backyard that we actually see year round.

We have over 20 different herbs, native
Anerican nedicines that | would like to be able to
teach ny son about, and | feel as if putting these
transm ssion lines right in our backyard that we
utilize throughout the year, and we actually do use
Wth this ecosystem not just with animals, it would
affect our food and just our way of life and the way
we' ve established things. W just noved in to our
hone and it's just really awful to have this thing
happen out of no where.

| think that's all |'ve got.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for that
comment, it will be in the record for consideration.

Rebecca G | bertson is our next speaker.
Come on up. Just a remnder to state and spell your
nane, thank you, and speak up. It |ooks |like the
mke is alittle low, so speak directly into the

m ke.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Arrowhead Transmission Project - 25-111 25-112 - Hermantown - 6pm33

MS. REBECCA G LBERTSON: Is this all
right? M nane is Rebecca Glbertson, that is
R-e-b-e-c-c-a, Glbertson is spelled
Gi-l-b-e-r-t-s-o0-n

Otentines there is a disconnect between
the vision that we sought and what's actually
happeni ng on the ground. | actually live a half a
mle fromthe proposed hyper data center. |
recogni ze that that's not what we're here tonight to
di scuss. However, citizens |like nyself think that
this project cannot be separated fromthat.

Wien | accessed the docket in Novenber,
so at that point it was a draft docket, | was not
expecting to find anything, and indeed what | did
find was an ex parte conmmuni cation in which the
M nnesot a Departnent of Commerce responded to a
par agr aph about the need justification, and that
I ncluded, Wiile the grid is extrenely stable, the
Appl i cant was concerned about wldfire, sabotage and
weat her. And, again, renenber | was not | ooking for
anything. | was just a curious citizen. And the
Depart nent of Commerce, while this is a bold
statenent, it encouraged the Applicant to be
specific to the mdwest at |east.

"Il note that the final docunent does
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not include current data, rather it is using

proj ected data and those are trade secret. And I
think that citizens are done with trade secrets at
this point in tine.

So we need to know what the actual data
are that they docked as 67 mles of new high voltage
transm ssion lines. W've seen part of this
al ready, that was already approved just off diff
Road.

16 individuals recently traveled to the
M nnesota State Capitol. W net with Senator
Frentz, who is the chair of the senate energy
commttee. This individual was di sm ssive to our
concerns and to our group. He let us know that the
Public Uilities Comm ssion was not going to i ssue a
permt unless it was clear that nei ghborhoods
weren't going to be heard, and | actually have that
in witing and it was re-referenced i n anot her
conversati on.

Fol ks, this is an unprecedented nonent in
the State's history possibly, and I would like to
ask the Conmmi ssion, if you are going to continue to
allow what is known as a Blitzkrieg, and that is a
German word. That Gernman words neans a sudden,

coordi nated effort neant to paralyze citizens
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resi stance, and | can tell you as an individual who
is a half mle fromthis proposed hyper scal e data
center, that it is absolutely what we are
experiencing. So | thank the Conmm ssion for their
pati ence. W are enornously frustrated by this
process. Thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for your
comments. | understand that there's a | ot of
frustrations out there. | do want to address one
t hi ng about trade secret information. Usually trade
secret information can be filed as trade secret for
a variety of reasons, and it's not to necessarily
hide information fromthe public. It can just be
sensitive information that the Applicant requests to
be filed as trade secret. It doesn't necessarily
mean that we're hiding anything fromyou. | just
want to clarify that.

Qur next speaker is, let's see here,
Joanne Bates, would you like to speak, there's a
question mark. No.

Tom Bates i s next.

MR. TOM BATES: By the way, that young
| ady that was up here, she done good. She did.

My nane is conplex and long, it's T-o-m

B-a-t-e-s, and | can go slower if you'd |like.
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I'mgoing to throw an idea for you, okay,
| want you to take it seriously. | want you to go

honme, get your pencil out, all right, and do a rough

sketch of this thing, otherwise I will and I'lIl cone
see you. Wiy not -- where does this line end, up in
Virginia? Were does it end? Hurry up, |'ve only

got three m nutes, where does it end?

MR, CHRI STIAN WNTER: The |line ends at
t he Arrowhead substati on.

MR. TOM BATES: Oh, good, grief. \Were
Is that?

MR, CHRI STI AN WNTER: | n Her mant own.

MR. TOM BATES: And the other end?

MR. CHRI STIAN WNTER: At the Iron Range
substati on, near G and Rapi ds.

MR. TOM BATES: Near G and Rapi ds?

MR CHRI STI AN W NTER  Yes.

MR. TOM BATES: So here's the deal, what
If, since there's two, what, 345 KVA |lines con ng
out fromthere, am 1 thinking straight, okay.
Here's what |1've got in mnd, they' ve got it glued
i n. How many uni on guys here, quick raise your
hand. One.

Anyway, what |'m proposing is this, why

don't you put in, instead of building this huge
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transm ssion line, spending all the nponey on

al um num and towers and the agitation of setting

t hem and the whol e thing, why don't you put in a
solar farmand -- a solar farm a wnd farmand a
battery farm and get a bunch of union electricians
and construction workers to build it. It wll be
there for 50 years a hundred years, whatever, and it
w Il have people working, it will provide jobs, and
you won't have the worry about the power line with
the wind and the icing and all that stuff. Still
have to worry about the wind tunnels, but what do
you think? | nean, it's an idea, right? There's

| and, there's land there. Seven mles north of
Grand Rapids there's a mne.

30 seconds. 30 seconds ny foot. I'm
done. That's all | really had on nmy mnd. But then
you could scrap the whole | ong power |ine and build
sonet hing, which is a whole |l ot nore appealing to a
whol e | ot of people | know, because they like to
build things, right.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for your
comment, Tom and that is sonething we can
definitely look into in the environnental report.
Thank you.

The next speaker | have is Enma Ri cht man.
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Just a rem nder to state and spell your nane.

MS. EMVA RICHTMAN.  Emma Ri cht man,
E-mma Ri-c-h-t-ma-n

| don't really have any prepared
comrents. | thought | did and then | just don't
feel informed enough yet, so | will postpone those
for another neeting or witten comment.

But | guess what | can say, as a resident
of Her mant own and sonmeone who lives 2.5 mles from
t his proposed data center and a honmeowner that was
on the Duluth Loop Reliability Project, there's a
| ost of mstrust | have with M nnesota Power,
especially with the new private equity acquisition.

It's very difficult to have faith in
what's being presented to ne and ny nei ghbors and
our comunity, because it doesn't feel like it's in
the interest of the small folk. It feels like it's
In the interest to serve higher tech and corporate
greed, that if you build a data center you get a
| arge custoner and they fill your pockets. So |
don't know.

| just want that to be stated for the
record. | knowit's not constructive to this
particular project in this noment, but | just feel

like it's inportant to note that it doesn't fee
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like this is for nme or for the residents of

M nnesota, and that's not to be disrespectful of the
work fol ks here at this table have been doing. But
we're in a new era of unprecedented devel opnent and
unpr ecedent ed power needs. And it just feels a
little bit wild west, in terns of let's get things
built and let's get power to them

Yeah, | guess I'mgoing to leave it there
because |I'mjust going to keep ranbling. Thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for that.
W will open it to anyone who would |ike to cone
forward. Again, we'll take one person at a tinme. |
see you, vyes, in the red. Thank you. And just
state and spell your nane when you get up here.

MS. CLARI SSA EK: Good eveni ng.

Clarissa, Gl-a-r-i-s-s-a, last nane is Ek, E-Kk.

My honme is | ocated at 3505 Solway Road in
Her mantown. This is has just been verified by the
peopl e over there that that is wwthin a quarter of a
mle of this project, this is in ny back yard.

My property is, again, located within a
quarter of a mle of this project, I've lived on
this propriety with ny husband and children for 13
years.

My comments are two-fold. As an affected
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resident of this project and t he Her mant own hyper
scal e data center, we've been repeatedly told, Iike
we' ve been tonight, nowis not the tine to talk
about that. This isn't about the data center. |It's
about sonething else. And despite that we find out
t hrough the course of tinme that it absolutely is
about the data center. W're not told that. W're
not told that by the people that we're supposed to
trust at all. W've had to find that through

M nnesot a governnent data practices requests.

W' ve been told that's not a data center
project. This is not about a data center. The
decision is not to approve any projects. This is
just a land use decision. This is just a Public
Uility decision and we're not approving any
specific project and this isn't about any specific
pr oj ect .

Agai n, we repeatedly find out that that
Is the case. This is actually for a specific
project, it always has been. Every single one of
t he deci sions are nade to approve and to pave the
way for a hyper scale data center that has the | and
footprint of the U S Bank Stadiumin the m ddl e of
a several hundred year old acres forest, trout

streans and fam |y hones.
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To support the comments, | encourage you
to review the Hermantown City Council neeting in
April of 2025, it's on YouTube for anybody to watch,
where residents were told specifically by Mayor
Wayne Boucher that, no, this is not a data center.
Yet we have e-nmil exchanges, again, that we had to
get through forcing that information through
M nnesota governnment data practices, that M nnesota
Power brought the hyper scale data center project to
the Gty of Hermantown as early as 2024. | do not
think the timng of this project or the hyper scale
data center is coincidental.

Il wll also note that M nnesota Power's
response to the CURE s petition for reconsideration
of the sale of M nnesota Power's private equity
firm which is Black Rock, based on revel ati ons that
were not disclosed, that they were in fact in tal ks
regardi ng the hyper scale data center, M nnesota
Power's response, this isn't the tinme to have this
di scussion. |If a large project |like a data center
were to nove forward it would cone before the
Comm ssion in a separate proceedi ng and the
Comm ssion agreed. Yet here we are, before the
Comm ssion, and again being told this is not about

the data center, we're not tal king about that.
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| appreciate the tine. It's tinme to be
honest. It's tine to be honest with the peopl e that
are going to have to live with these projects.

Pl ease. Thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for that
comment. While we are accepting conments on this
docket for the transmssion line, there is a
separate process going on in Hermant own, nany of you
are aware of, to comment on, and they have an open
comrent period until April 30th.

We do have a petition for an electric
service agreenent that was filed by M nnesota Power,
that is under Docket 26-159. W have a fact sheet
avai lable in the back of the room and that project
w || have a comrent period associated with it, and
we are currently accepting comments on that outside
of the coment period if you' d like to as well
comment on that docket, so | do encourage you to do
t hat .

Anyone else that would Iike to cone up
and nake a comment? Yes, please. Please state and
spell your nanme when you get up here. Thank you.

MS. ALLI SON HAFFTEN: Good evening. My
nane is Allison Hafften, A-l-l-i-s-0-n

Ha-f-f-t-e-n.
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| want to begin just by asking two
questions of M nnesota Power, if they can el aborate
on this.

Regarding this project, you nenti oned
you're going this is over a double circuit 345
kilovolt lines. You do not nention that for the
third segnent, can you pl ease el aborate on that.

MR CHRI STI AN WNTER  Sure. So segnent
3 connecting the St. Louis County substation to the
Arrowhead substation, double circuit, 345 kV
transm ssion lines on the sane structures.

Segnent 1 and 2 consist of a single
circuit 345 kV transm ssion lines. |In segnent 2
that's going to be on the sane structures with
different transm ssion |lines, different voltage,
repl acing the existing transm ssion lines. So that
will be on the sanme structures, and segnent 1, it
wll be on its own structures.

MS. ALLI SON HAFFTEN. Thank you. Anot her
question related to the HVDC noderni zati on project,
can you clarify if that project was M SO approved
wth their transforners too.

MR. CHRI STI AN W NTER: Yeah, the HVDC
noder ni zati on project is not part of the M SO

transm ssi on pl an.
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MS. ALLI SON HAFFTEN: Thank you. So |
guess | would like to just share my opinion
regarding the certificate of need and the needs
outlined by Mnnesota Power in that application, I
don't feel provide justification for this
transm ssion |ine.

As we've heard tonight in the
presentation, they talk a | ot about M SO, grid
reliability, greater mdwest reliability. The
certificate need speaks only to the |local area. It
t al ks about population growth in St. Louis County
and Arrowhead County, of which is stagnant at 2.3
percent growh by 2032. | think that's pretty | ow
growh, really immterial in the grand schene of
things. Actually Itasca County and St. Louis County
have mai nt ai ned stagnant or declining popul ations in
the | ast ten years.

Gidreliability and i ncreased demand was
al so the sane argunent for the HVDC noderni zati on
substation project. So, again, we're hearing that
sane requirenent. They al so speak about wi ldfire,
weat her, sabotage. The weat her and sabotage is not
backed up at all. W did request additional
justification for that, they have not provided that.

The wldfire risk in Mnnesota is actually fairly
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low, for the entire United States. In the
certificate of need they claimthat is high, when
you |l ook at the eastern United States. This project
Is not the eastern United States, so | don't think
that is relevant.

Al so on the HVDC noderni zati on proj ect
t hey again argued -- or requested for the 800 WA
bei ng taken away that was declined. |If there is
such a need in this area they woul d not need that
limt taken away. They're selling power to
W sconsi n and ot her states, neanwhile we are payi ng
the price and M nnesota Power is gaining the revenue
fromthat. Thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you. [If you
would |ike to cone back up at the end you can.

M5. ALLI SON HAFFTEN: | woul d.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON: Anybody el se.

MS. KATHY PETERSON: My nane i s Kat hy,
K-a-t-h-y, Peterson, P-e-t-e-r-s-o0-n.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak.
| am not going to speak about any statistics or any
technol ogy. |'m speaking fromny heart as a person
who lives in Duluth, | akeside.

| have been watching the process of what

M nnesota Power and the data center nobvenent has
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been doing to the people in Hernmant own, nost of whom
|'ve never net. But |'ve been seeing them at these
meetings, and ny heart is aching for them i ncluding
that little boy who now lives in a hone where
there's power poles and wires ten feet fromhis
house.

As a person who is about to be 80 years
old and |I've lived in many hones, | always knew t hat
| never wanted to live where there were power |ines.

Think of the children who live in that
kind of situation. | cannot state this for a fact,
because | don't have any research in front of ne,
but there are problens with living that close to
power lines. That little boy who is out there,
whose nom spoke, | cannot stand here and thi nk about
what i s happening in his world, this tiny child.
What are those parents going to do to protect hinf

| believe, because | wi sh to believe,
that all of our actions need to be based on |ove. |
understand that is not a business platform but I
really think that this is the tine right nowin the
hi story of our world, that people have to stand up
and thi nk about | ove and not nobney, greed,
corruption, power.

So ny plea to you all is to think about
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all of the potential human and environnment al

i mpacts. That | ake is why nost of us live here. |
don't want anybody nessing with our | ake any nore

t han they already have. | thank you for your
presence here this evening.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for
speaki ng and sharing that.

Anybody el se? Yes, in the sweatshirt.

Pl ease state and spell your nane.

MR. DEAN WARA N: Dean Wargin, D-e-a-n
Wa-r-g-i-n.

So, first of all, I"mnot for this
project, but if it does fly is there going to be
sonething like in witing or just, you know, this
m strust thing, once that |ine does go through, for
the majority of the line there's two existing |ines
now, and | have heard that once that third one goes
t hrough one of the other ones will be com ng down.
| just don't want to see if it does go through that
all of a sudden we change our m nd and we're going
to keep that for sone reason, because now all of a
sudden you have a | ot of people's property taken up.

So | was just curious if that was
sonething that would be in witing, that once this

third line is conpleted line one or two will be
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com ng down, because that could affect a | ot of
people. All of a sudden you have three structures
t hrough your property versus two.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for that
questi on.

As far as the State's permtting process
goes, whatever -- if the project was permtted
whatever is in that final permt decision is the
only thing that would be allowed to take place in
the project. So, yes, it would have to be in
witing in the permtting decision. Does that make
sense”?

Anybody el se? Yes, state and spell your
name, please. Thank you.

MR. LYNN BRADFORD: Good eveni ng.
L-y-n-n B-r-a-d-f-o-r-d.

Thank you for comng to Duluth. 1'mhere
on behalf of nyself and ny neighbors. | want to
echo what Carissa Ek had to say and | would like to
-- her comments to be included in ny statenent here
t oday.

' m curious, has anybody on the
Commi ssion or staff signed on to NDAs, that you're
awar e of ?

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: No, we absolutely do
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not sign NDAs.

MR. LYNN BRADFORD: Well, that's good.

| currently live at 3525 Sol way Road.
I'm 1,300 feet away fromthe current substation
that's on the m dway side of the Sol way Road.

They're building a new substation to the
west of that, which will be quite a bit larger. The
problemwi th the current substation is that it emts
a low volune or a | ow deci bel hum constantly, day
and ni ght.

|'ve lived at this location for 40 years
and I"ve listened to this hum-- anyway. |[|'ve asked
MP and L on three separate occasions to do a sound
study. They could do it on ny property, they can,
you know, |'ve never heard back fromthem on any one
of ny requests for that.

The new substation is going to be |arger.
Now, what kind of volune of sound is that going to
emt? |It's going to be at a higher elevation. It's
going to have | ess woodl and to abate that sound, and
it's going to be simlarly close to ny property.

| hope the Comm ssion takes a | ook at
that, and I would hope that MP and L would get ahol d
of me. |'ve been waiting al nobst 15 years for a

response. | don't see why it should have to go to
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litigation in order to try to solve an issue that
may be easily solvable. | thank you for your tine.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch
for your input. That is certainly sonething we can
consider in our special permt conditions for the
draft permt. Thank you.

Anybody el se that would Iike to cone up
and speak, who hasn't spoken yet. Yes, thank you.
Pl ease state and spell your nane.

MR, ERIC ENBERG M nane is Eric Enberg,
E-r-i-c E-n-b-e-r-g.

|*'mrather concerned about the process
that is going on with this project. First of all,
MSOis not the word of God. No, you know, stone
t abl ets have been hurled down fromthe heavens
snol dering on the ground that said, oh, MSOtold
you to do.

Wiat is MSO? M SO is a bunch of
economcally interested parties that generate power,
et cetera, and who have stated publicly that their
preferred way of generating electricity is through
nati onal gas plants. And this is where the process
really gets to be a problem It's private. |If you
| ook at the maps, the maps are cleverly crossed. To

the west is the Boswell plant, which in a different
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docket 25-127 is going to be the hone of several
units being turned into gas plants, and then a 1
billion dollar gas plant is supposed to be put on
the sane site, that is what is proposed.

Al'l of this seens rather innocuous that
it's connecting a proposed 1 billion dollar gas
plant to a data center, but you don't see it because
to the east, the place where the data center is
supposed to be, is not shown. And this observation
really serves to allow for all ratepayers to pay for
this infrastructure instead of the way M nnesota | aw
IS now -- in the past, which denands that data
centers pay for their own infrastructure. By doing
It this way everybody has to go in and pay for the
data center's infrastructure and that is going to be
extraordinarily expensive. Thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Do you want to say
anyt hing? No. Thank you.

Anybody el se who hasn't spoken yet?

Pl ease state and spell your nane.

MS. KATHRYN M LUN: H, |I'mKathryn
MIlun, K-a-t-h-r-y-n Mi-I-u-n.

' ma professor of social scientist at
the University of Mnnesota Duluth and | teach

energy denobcracy. | teach an adjustive studies
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program My students and | have been studying the
process here for the | ast several years.

Al'l of the things that have been said
about the deceit that's happened for this community
surrounding this line and this data center, we've
been studying and watching. And so | have a very
short conmment just to say to all of you on the
Comm ssi on.

My comment is that we need to restore
trust in our governnent regulators. W need for you
to act in the public interests for the people who
live here. Your decisions in this process are both
technical and ethical. |It's possible that things
have been separated out in terns of technicality, so
that you' re not able to make the right ethical
deci si on.

But, again, | want to say that in this
country we need to restore social trust in our
regulators, and this is a test for you and for all
of us here talking to you here now to nake sure that
t hat happens. Thank you very nuch for com ng.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you. Anybody
el se who hasn't spoken yet? You' ve spoken. Anybody
el se before we open it up again for a second round?

Yes.
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MR, CASEY MODICH: M nane is Casey
Modi ch, C-a-s-e-y Mo-d-i-c-h.

My wife and | have subnmitted comments to
your online coment, and | just wanted to cone up
and take this opportunity. Thanks for being here.

We are inpacted. This runs right next to
our house. W're, you know, very nuch in the sane
situation as Ms. Treasure who spoke earlier. The
current power |ine runs through our ten acres.
We've built in the current easenent setbacks with
our buildings, our hone. |'ve gone to open houses
t hat you guys at M nnesota Power has cone and done
at our town hall. |[|'ve done the comments there and
shared our concern with this project and where it
runs, what it does to us.

That appears to have not nmattered because

t he proposal does still go right where it's easiest
for you to place it. |If it goes through we | ose 20
feet. 20 feet to us are the trees that buffer us

right now fromthe current power |ine. W would now
have this new power line that is twice as tall, with
no trees to block us fromit. And | would just, you
know, |'m changing ny plea for please don't do this,
fromthemto you.

| know that there's alternative routes.
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There's other ways that this can run. |t doesn't
have to go next to our house and affect us, ny
famly and ny neighbor. This runs right between two
hones, and, you know, |'m speaking for ny nei ghbor
as well, this affects them the buil dings that they
have, their trees, ours, our gardens, our orchards,
all the hard work, everything we've done to our
property.

Just ask yourself if you' d want this next
to your house, over your heads. |f there's another
way to do it | ask that you do that. Thanks.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you, and | have
seen your comments and | would |ove to connect wth
you after this neeting to di scuss nore about how we
can address sone of your concerns. Thanks.

Anybody el se who hasn't spoken yet? Yes,
absolutely cone on up. State and spell your nane,
pl ease.

M5. KRI STI MCDI CH: Kristi Modich,
K-r-i-s-t-i Mo-d-i-c-h.

So one thing that nakes ne think of is |
work in the nental health profession. | don't ever
see nental health effects on this -- can you hear me
okay? | don't ever see and hear statenents |i ke how

this is affecting people's nental health.
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Just for alittle purviewinto ny life.
| found out about this project one nonth before ny
nmomdied. So | was at the town hall sobbing, you
know, thinking about how ny hone is ny sanctuary and
how we were going to lose that. So there's that.

We, you know, invested in this property
wth not a ton of noney. | feel like a lot of this
stuff is going through, you know, it's not |ike
affecting everybody like it's affecting the | ake
property country. W didn't have a | ot of noney,
but we wanted to be sustainable and like do
everything we could for the environnent. W have
trees. They told us |like, oh, you can plant trees
closer. Well, | watched our orchard grow, how is
t hat supposed to cone and everything el se, we've
dealt with all these other things.

So | can tell you like I'm m ddl e aged
now, this all started when | was 20. To get those
trees to |ike block that, naybe when |I'm ol d and
gray. W don't tell our kids where we're going,
because ny kids are going to be devastated. They
| ove their home. And, you know, it m ght just be
sonething that we have to | ook at, and |like we' ve
been told by your consultants that this is the pinch

poi nt, and the entire point is our hone. So we
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haven't been able to tell our kids where we're
com ng, because we don't want to like -- themto
feel the inpact of this until we have to be Iike,
okay, you know, this is happening. So we're |ike
protecting while also trying to guard our own nent al
health. And | understand progress and that. But,
yeah, even if we were to sell our house now, like to
try to negate all this, we are already losing. This
project is know edgeable now. So all this |ike work
we've put in and tine we've put in. Yeah. | stand
up for other people's nental health all day.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for that.
Again, | would really like to touch base wth you
after the neeting, if you have tinme to stick around.

Anybody el se who hasn't spoken yet? Yes.
State and spell your nane pl ease.

MS. AMY MASON. Good evening, ny nane is
Any Mason, A-my Ma-s-o0-n, and | actually really
did not wish to speak tonight.

But | do have a concern about the
transm ssion line project, and | don't believe that
we can discuss this transm ssion |ine project
wi t hout di scussing the data center.

In front of ne, I'mlooking at the

facility service agreenent and construction
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agreenent between Allete M nnesota Power and

Har mrony, and when | | ook at this | see these
transm ssion line projects scattered all throughout
t hi s agreenent.

So to say that we cannot have this
conversation about a data center at the sane tine
we're discussing the transm ssion project, | think
is really disingenuous.

And | think ny bigger concern while we're
havi ng this conversati on about transm ssion |ines
is, and | believe that we are working on that, |
believe the Public UWility Comm ssion is working on
a rate structure to ensure that | arge | oad custoners
pay for their interconnection and their costs, and I
want to make sure that that gets done. Because |I've
| ooked at different policies, |I've got a policy
brief here by the union of concern and it tal ks
about different transm ssion projects and the costs
that are bei ng passed over to custoners.

So one of the exanples, and | apol ogi ze
that I'mflipping through this, like I said, | did
not wi sh to speak, but I can't find what |I' m | ooking
for.

From 2022 t hrough 2024 utility conpani es

initiated over 150 | ocal transm ssion projects in
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Illinois, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsyl vani a,
Virginia and West Virginia. These projects were
needed only to connect data centers. So when |I'm
tal ki ng about the transm ssion line project and I'm
t al ki ng about what got file first, and | see this
tied to that data center project, what | see is the
potential for this. And what this says is these
projects were needed only to connect data centers to
t ransm ssi on expansi ons that cost consuners 5
billion thus far including over 400 billion in 2024.
And | do not want to see that happen in the state of
M nnesota for those custoners that are currently
bei ng served by M nnesota Power. Thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you.

Pl ease state and spell your nane.

MS. JACKIE DOLENTE: M/ nane is Jackie
Dol ente, J-a-c-k-i-e D-o-l-e-n-t-e.

I am horrible at speaking, so please

forgive ne. | had ny remarks and then they changed
drastically. | know tonight we're tal ki ng about
transm ssi on versus generation, but | feel this is a

little bit of a silo because of the cl ean energy
mandat e t hat we have for M nnesota.
So they're asking to renove the 800 WA

limt. They say in their slide that the proposed
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and justified support grid reliability independently
of the need of any individual custoner or data
center. Now that we know a data center is coning
in, or they're trying to cone in, | think it's
short-sighted to not have that be part of the

conver sati on.

M nnesota Power is now owned by Bl ack
Rock, which owns 7 percent of Google, which is the
hyper scal e data center owner.

So | just wanted to nention that this
feels very, very disjointed. W're |ooking at one
thing and we need to be | ooking at |ike 955 things.
We' ve got blinders and we're not paying attention to
what is going on around us. This is one piece of a
very big puzzle.

And if the hyper scale data center does
go in they're going to benefit fromthis and we are
paying for it, is ny understanding. M nnesota Power
Is paying for a percentage of it, but the rest is
going to be passed on to us as consuners. Thank
you.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON:. Thank you.

Anybody el se who would i ke to comment
before we all ow peopl e a second chance? Yes,

pl ease. State and spell your nane. Thank you.
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M5. MEGAN ELLING Hi, I'm Megan Elling,
Me-g-a-n E-1-1-i-n-g, and | was not expecting to
speak, so ny comments m ght be obstructed.

| just first want to echo the previous
speakers, who were al so | andowners, we are a
| andowner as well, and this would be 200, 300 feet
fromny bedroom

So for those of you who are not fromthis
area, this project area is tw straight lines. So
it's not just a power |ine, but the substation and
data center and now this project. You drive for two
mles and it's all the affected area, just to give
you a scope of how large this is.

So a bit about nyself. W were already
forced out of our house by the substation project by
M nnesota Power, three years ago we had to nove. W

nmoved cl ose by, and now this is going to be in ny

backyar d.

My four kids and | are hone all day, we
home school. So now we're going to be obstructed
again. |'mconcerned about EMS, noi se, obviously

di sruption, and |I'm concerned because | don't think
this would fly if all this was cane at once, and |
know they're different projects, the data center,

the substation and the lines. | just don't know if
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this community would have gone for it if it was all
presented at once. And | just feel like as a
resident we're just in the way and that M nnesota
Power has just decided what they want for this area.

And al so nultiple of ny nei ghbors have
been bought out as a courtesy for this disruption
that they've faced when they conme here and see that
the power lines go through their properties, these
new proposed lines. So | don't trust them | can
see that they needed their property, but they just
provided it as a courtesy to those folks.

Al so, we've asked M nnesota Power nany
times after we relocated to verify that we woul dn't
be affected again, and every tine they said we woul d
not be for this substation project. They didn't
tell us about anything else. So | just don't trust
them So thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you. |[|'ve also
seen your other coments in the record about your
property and I would also like to talk to you after
t he neeti ng.

Anybody el se? Yes, state and spell your
nane.

M5. DAWN LaPO NTE: M nane i s Dawn,

D-a-wn, LaPointe, L-a-P-0-1i-n-t-e.
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| did not cone here prepared to speak,
but | do have sone questions that I'd like clarified
since we're havi ng sone dial ogue.

As | understand it, this transm ssion
line is reportedly to benefit MSO s grid need and
reliability. So if this project is not related to
the potential data center in Hermantown, is M SO s
claimed need for an increase in transm ssion
t hroughout its grid due to the rapid devel opnent of
power guzzling data centers throughout the m dwest?

MR. DREW JANKE: | can respond to that,

t hank you for the question.

So the way M SO does this regi ona
pl anning i s they devel op kind of an outl ook on what
the future |l ooks |ike as far as the energy resource
generation, what are the needs to serve our
custoners, including state policies and buil ding
goal s and stuff |ike that, and they al so | ook at
what | oad growth m ght | ook |ike.

When they | ook at |oad growh they don't
| ook at individual large |loads |ike potential data
centers. They |ook at |oad growh rates, what does
| oad growth ook like if we have nore el ectric
vehi cl es, cell phones, all of the things that we use

every day, and they look at it as a percentage
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across the region.

So when M SO did their study, going back
to 2020 when they started devel opi ng t hese
assunptions, they didn't consider the needs of
i ndi vi dual data centers, l|large |oads. They | ooked
at general |oad growh across the region, spread out
as it is for general growth use.

M5. DAWN LaPO NTE: So if they base their
proj ections on assunptions nade that | ong ago, does
t hat even account for this rapid increase in power
needs fromall the data centers that are being
built, or are we just planning to go through this
again with 7457

MR. DREW JANKE: Well, it doesn't account
specifically for data centers like you' re tal ki ng
about here, and part of why that is, the
conversations and coments that we've been having is
the data centers have to go through a transm ssi on
I nt erconnection process. |If they inpact the system
then they have to pay for those inpacts.

So M SO is not |ooking at building out
t he regi onal individual data centers. They're
| ooking at regional grid to serve our custoner
needs, and there's a separate process if a data

center wants to I nterconnect to the transm ssi on
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system so that can be eval uated and consi dered and
for those costs to be assessed.

MS. DAWN LaPO NTE: Thank you.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you. Anybody
el se? Any other first round comenters?

Just before | open this up again for
second round conmmenters I'mgoing to put this slide
back up, so just the how to comment slide.

Again, there's all these options for
commenting and | encourage you to comrent throughout
our open comment peri od.

So we'll open it up for the second
timers. State and spell your nane again. Thank
you.

MR. TOM BATES: Long and conpli cat ed,
T-o-m B-a-t-e-s, Tom Bat es.

| stood before the Hermantown city
council and I just was pleading with themin kind of
a hunorous way, to keep it light, but they needed to
sl ow down on this whole thing. They just, you know,
take half a year.

I'm 72 years old and | made plenty of
m st akes, sone of which have cost ne dearly, and
they pull their pants on the sane way | do. If we

coul d get sonme sort of relief, where there would be
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just sonme tinme where we could really just | ook at
this whole thing. Look at the out fall, | ook at the
conplications, and |I'mtal ki ng about, you know, the
little gal that's got a little kid, see if there is
a way around it, where you could run the Iine al ong
H ghway 2, | don't know, naybe you could. Maybe you
could slow the corporate process down for the data
center.

' mnot saying you're going to stop it,
maybe it's unstoppable, but slow it down, naybe we
can do it better. You get what |'m saying? That's
all | got. | could say a whole 'nother five mnutes
of the inpact of the data center, but that's for a
different day. Anyhow. Thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you agai n.

Any nore? Yes, with your hand up.

Pl ease state and spell your nane again, thank you.

M5. EMVA RI CHTMAN:  Emma Ri cht man,
E-mma Ri-c-h-t-ma-n.

| believe earlier during the presentation
soneone fromthis table (indicating) had nenti oned
tracks conpliance throughout the process. Can you
give a brief elaboration on that, because | have a
comment | want to foll ow up on dependi ng on your

answer.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Arrowhead Transmission Project - 25-111 25-112 - Hermantown - 6pm66

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Absolutely. So our
staff for this project, Saarah and |, are assigned
to this project. So if it is permtted we would be
responsi bl e for tracking the conpliance throughout
the life of the project. That neans, you know, if
it's a 30 year project, our staff is responsible
every tine that they go in to do, for instance, when
they're in the construction phase of the project,

t hey have to submt all of their conpliance filings
to us to review

Dependi ng on the permt there nay be
I ndependent third nonitor parties that al so submt
reports for us to review

We bring in the local counties that are
I nvol ved and experts fromthe | ocal counties to sit
in on our some of our conpliance neetings.

So we track the project throughout the
life of the project.

We al so have a conplaint process so if a
project is permtted and throughout the |ife of the
project if you have conpl aints about what's
happeni ng and what you're seeing, you can file
conplaints to the Conmi ssion as well.

MS. EMVA RI CHTMAN:  So woul d sone of what

you just spoke to, the conpliance, would that fall
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under the unbrella of like tree cutting or pesticide
-- herbicide application, stuff |ike that?

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: Any tinme that the
Applicant is performng an activity under the
permt, especially during construction, as far as
tree clearing, they have to submt their plans to us
prior to starting that activity, yes.

M5. EMVA RICHTMAN:  And if a resident who
is inpacted by the project has an i ssue, who do they
direct that to.

MS. EM LY JOHANSON. W hope that they're
working with the Applicant, or if at the tine it is
permtted, the permttee first. But you can al so
al ways contact our staff if you have a conplaint, if
you go through the conplaint process. But we are
avai lable all the tine to contact if you have a
concer n.

M5. EMVA RICHTMAN: | guess | just want
to echo these honeowners back here. Again, | live
on a property that's part of the Duluth | oop
project, as I'mreferring to it, | understand it's a
| arger nane. Anyways, on ny property we |lost trees.
We' ve al so had herbicides applied as part of them
mai nt ai ni ng the easenents, which they had to

purchase, which is a whole other story that's not
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I ntended for right now.

But | renenber when we were in the
process of chitchatting with the | and acquisition
fol ks at M nnesota Power, we had questions about,
wel |, when they come and they have to spray
her bi ci des, we've had issues with over spray in the
past, and we do not use pesticides and we are a
gardener and we have an orchard and we have
chi ckens, and the response that we got ran very
holl ow, to the extent of like, well, unless you're
going to be hone and like nonitoring them I|ike, you
know, after the fact you could sue them but the
damage i s al ready done.

So the tough shit nentality really
aggravates ne as a property owner. And so for
soneone that is going to be potentially inpacted by
this, | just really have a | ot of enpathy and
heartache for people who like build their |ives and
their famly fromthe ground up.

So it just makes ne cranky and spicy and
| just feel that that needs to be shared, that,
again, once the project is underway it just feels
li ke there's very little consideration for the
I mpact it has on the human scale. Thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for that.
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| would like to reiterate that our staff is here for
those concerns as well. So pl ease take our cards as
you wal k out and keep in touch with us.

Any ot her comments? Anyone like to
speak?

MS. ANNETTE RALPH: ['ll coment on what
she just said.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Conme on up and state
and spell your nane.

M5. ANNETTE RALPH: My nane is Annette
Ral ph, A-n-n-e-t-t-e R-a-I-p-h.

| al so contacted M nnesota Power when
they say they're going to cone out and clear the
pat h and the spray and whatever. And | talked to
the guy and he said | will get it to the workers who
are going out there. W discussed stopping the
sprayi ng here and stopping it here, because ny
garden is right here. And every single tine they do
not get the nessage. Every single tine | have to go
out there and tell themto stop spraying and stop
and start, you were supposed to stop here and then
pick it up here, and they never get the nessage.
Ever. And I've lived there for 49 years.

And t hen another thing that happened this

year or |ast year, the year before, they canme out
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with a helicopter and chopped down the trees, and
they didn't need to chop the whol e sides of these
trees, because those trees would never reach those
pol es where those power lines are. Yet they cone
out there and they just whack away at whatever they
want .

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you for that.
We do appreciate all of this input.

Anybody el se who would Ii ke to speak?

Wiy don't we -- we'll take a quick break.
We only have about 20 mnutes left or so, but we'll
take a quick five mnute break and we'll cone back
and see if anyone else wants to speak. So let's
cone back around 7:45. Quick break.

(A brief recess was taken at this tine.)

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: We are back, sorry
for the del ay.

We' ve got about ten m nutes here and
want to make sure everybody has the tinme to be able
to conment.

Woul d anyone like to cone up to the m ke?
State and spell your nane, please.

M5. KAREN HARMON: Kar en Har non,
K-a-r-e-n Ha-r-mo-n.

| really have nore of a question for
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M nnesota Power. Sone of it goes along wth the

| ack of trust and the feelings on the people in

Her mant own, but there seens to be construction
ongoi ng on |l and that has power poles on it now
already in Hermantown. So |'massuning it's an
easenent area. So is that related to the new pol es
that you're proposing and the 745 of that -- the
hi gh voltage that you're proposing, or is that just
usual mai nt enance.

MR, DREW JANKE: ' m not sure
specifically which area you're tal ki ng about, but we
have projects under construction already that have
been previously permtted, a couple of them!| did
nmention tonight, the Duluth Loop project, the HVDC
noder ni zation project in simlar areas as the end
poi nt of this project in Hermant own.

So those are separate projects, they've
been previously permtted and now in the
construction phase. This project we can't until or
unl ess we have receive permts fromthe MPUC.

M5. KAREN HARMON: Can you start
construction on an area for this project,
construction in an area that you own for this
project, even though it hasn't been permtted?

MR, DREW JANKE: No. Even on | and t hat
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we own we have to receive the permts fromthe MPUC
first in order to construct this project.
MS. KAREN HARMON: So that neans you

couldn't cone in and clear it and renove the trees

or do anything along that |ine or spray your
herbicides until it's permtted? I|I'msorry to be so
difficult.

MR. DREW JANKE: For the new
infrastructure associated with this project we can't
start construction or do any of that stuff that you
were tal king about until we have a permt fromthe
PUC.

We can operate, maintain our existing
infrastructure transm ssion |lines, we can construct
projects that were already previously permtted, but
we can't start construction or do any of that on
this particular project that's being proposed here
until we have a permt.

M5. KAREN HARMON: It just seens odd that
there is construction going on in an area that I
woul d anticipate is going to be involved in the new
transm ssion line, and it's not invol ving any
transm ssion line that it's an ongoi ng project that
you' ve already permtted, but you m ght have to go

back and have it redone.
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MR. DREW JANKE: Maybe we can tal k
afterwards here and | ook at the specific area you're
t hi nki ng about to hel p understand what is going on
there. There are ongoing projects in the area, so
it's hard to know, you know, w thout |ooking at a
map to know essentially what's going on there and
what particular area you're tal ki ng about.

M5. KAREN HARMON: Thank you.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you.

Pl ease state and spell your nane.

MS. KATHY PETERSON: Kat hy Pet er son,
K-a-t-h-y P-e-t-e-r-s-o-n.

| have been very inpressed with all of
the work that the people in Hermantown who |'ve been
wat ching for at |east a year now naybe, and | know
t hat they have thought through it, they' ve checked
on the legalities, they' ve done a trenendous anount
of research. But |I'"'mwondering, if in ny naivete,
have you all told them what they need to give you in
order to nmake a difference? |If there's a tool kit
t hat peopl e who are doing this can use.

MS. DESI REE MORNI NGSTAR:  Thank you,

Ms. Peterson, for your question. So to be
informative on this docket, really what we're

| ooking for are answers to the questions that are in
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the notice. Are there route alternatives, we've
heard toni ght about why doesn't this go along route
2, we want to look into that nore, we're going to be
| ooking at that very closely. Any other information
about alternative routes that could mnimze effects
to resources and concerns is what we want to hear
about that, we're going to |l ook very closely at that
in alot of detail as we | ook to nmake
recommendati ons to the conm ssi oners.

If there's anything, any resources of
concern to community nenbers that haven't been
addressed in the environnental assessnment and the
application, if there are gaps, resources that
haven't been taken into account, haven't tal ked
about, we want you to highlight that for us, so we
can nake a deci sion and recomendati on on the EA
addendum  Thank you.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON:. W pulled the file
back there, specifically about what we are | ooking
for and it's also witten on the public coment form
as wel | .

MS. KATHY PETERSON: So if people foll ow
t hose guidelines that you all are offering, and they
present | ogical and accurate information, then it

would seemto ne that you all would probably have to
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make a decision -- I'll just use the word agai nst --
agai nst M nnesota Power.

Wien it was tinme for Black Rock to do the
pur chasi ng or whatever it is that they ended up
doing. There were people there, again, who spoke
very intelligently and were well-versed in what was
going on and it still happened.

So | amvery appreciative of this
opportunity, but I'mjust wondering if there's
sonet hing nagi ¢ that sone of us aren't aware of that
could really nmake a big difference.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: So it is ny job as
the environmental review nmanager for this project to
review all coments that cone in, including all of
t he inmpacts you bring forward, the mtigation
nmeasures, the alternatives, and to include all of
t hose things in our environnental report here and EA
addendum if we feel that is necessary, and a | ot of
that is driven off of your input, as well as our
mtigation neasures and special permt conditions in
the draft permt.

So everything that | do will be avail abl e
to all of you to review on our eDockets file and web
page. |If you want help finding it I'm nore than

happy to help you find that web page, and you can
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always go in and review all of ny work and call ne
directly if there's anything m ssing or make
comrents agai n during the public hearing coment
period, to say that you m ssed sonething or | didn't
do a good enough job, sonething like that. W want
to hear fromyou. Your input does really matter,
whet her or not you think it does. | can prom se you
it does. That's why I'"'min this role.

| can't speak to the other projects that
you're referring to, but I can say that | know our
commi ssioners review every single word that's spoken
at these neetings and the transcripts and everyt hi ng
that | wite and we recommend from our staff and we
make the nost well-inforned decisions so that they
make the nost well -infornmed decisions.

MS. KATHY PETERSON. Thank you, |
appreciate this tine.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you, we
appreci ate you speaki ng.

It is eight ppm so |l would like to
respect everyone's tine. W are going to end the
neeting. |f you have any questions you can al ways
conme up to us after the neeting or again contact us.
In the back room we have our busi ness cards

aval |l abl e.
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You pulled up the slide already, thank
you. Comments will be made public via our eDockets
filing system The Comm ssion does not edit or
del ete personal identifying informati on from
subm ssions, so just keep that in m nd.

The witten comment period wll close on
April 23rd, 2026. And, again, the transcripts from
all of the neetings will be nade avail abl e as soon
as they are ready, and you can review those any
time. Everything that's discussed here is included
i n those.

| also just want to say that we thank you
again for taking time out of your busy lives to be
here and to contribute to this process. It is very
i mportant and it is very informative for us and we
rely on that input.

| know it's hard to come up and speak but
we really appreciate you doing so. Thank you. And
get honme safely.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 8:00 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA )
COUNTY OF HENNEPI N )

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Jonna Schrupp, do hereby certify
t hat the above and foregoing transcript,
consisting of the preceding 77 pages is a
correct transcript of ny stenographic notes of
t he proceedings to the best of ny ability.
Dated April 11, 2026
/sl Jonna Schrupp

JONNA SCHRUPP
St enogr aphi ¢ Court Reporter
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EO015/ CN- 25-111; EO15/ TL-25-112

PUBLI C | NFORMATI ON AND SCOPI NG MEETI NG
APRIL 7, 2026 - 6:00 P. M
BEFORE THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application of M nnesota Power
and American Transm ssi on Conpany, LLC, for a
Certificate of Need and Route Permt for the

Iron Range - St. Louis County - Arrowhead 345 kV

Transm ssi on Proj ect

DOCKET NOS. EO15/CN-25-111
EO015/ TL- 25- 112

| N- PERSON MEETI NG
PUBLI C COMVENT
APRI L 7, 2026
6:00 P.M

BEFORE:
STENOGRAPHI C COURT REPORTER: Jacquel yn Young, RPR
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SPEAKER: PAGE:
DEBRA THORSTENSEN 3

WHEREUPQN, the foll ow ng proceedi ngs were

duly had and entered of record, to wt:
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MS. DEBRA THORSTENSEN: My nane is
Debra Thornstensen; D-e-b-r-a,
T-h-0-r-s-t-e-n-s-e-n.

I just wanted to say that | have
concerns about the noise pollution of this
hi gh-voltage line. W can currently hear at our
house -- W're about a mle fromthe proposed data
center site and the existing substation. W can
hear a | ow sound buzzing in the summertine. | can
only imagine it will get worse with a -- with a
| arger voltage line.

I guess | don't know the term nol ogy,
but for themto want to reduce the Iimts of it, the
800 -- | can't even renenber what the nane of it
was, but they wanted to reduce the limts of the
voltage that could travel. 1It's only going to get
| ouder .

I think it's going to be a concern
for people's nental health, people' s well-being, our
quiet way of life, and | think it's inpossible to
separate this whole transm ssion line fromthe data
center issue.

W were told here tonight that they
are separate issues, but we're not buying it. As a

resi dent of Her mant own, we've been lied to for the
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| ast year and a half about the data center, and we
know t hat M nnesota Power has involvenent with
Bl ackRock and the conpany that has interest in data
centers, Google in particular, and it's inpossible
to separate the two.

So | think we have to | ook at the big
picture. W need to slow down sone of this
corporate greed and think about the people that Ilive

here and our quality of life. Thank you.

(Public comments ended at 7:52 p.m)

* * %
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SCOPI NG & | NFORVATI ONAL MEETI NG - 25-111 & 25-112
VI RTUAL - APRIL 9, 2026 - 6:00 P. M
BEFORE THE COURT OF ADM NI STRATI VE HEARI NGS5
FOR THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application of Mnnesota Power and
Anerican Transm ssion Conmpany, LLC, for a Certificate of
Need and Route Permt for the Iron Range - St. Louis
County - Arrowhead 345 kV Transm ssi on Project

MPUC DOCKET NOs: EO015/CN- 25-111
EO015/ TL- 25- 112

Hearing held renotely via:

Webex & Tel ephone

April 9, 2026

COURT REPORTER: Christine Sinons, RVR RPR
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MB. SAARAH MAXON: Thank you, everybody,
for joining us here tonight. This is the public
i nformati on and scoping neeting for the proposed
lron Range - St. Louis County - Arrowhead 345-kV
transm ssion line project. There are two docket
nunbers associated with this project. The first is
CN-25-111 and the second is TL-25-112. Tonight is
the virtual public information neeting for the
proposed project, and we also held three in-person
nmeet i ngs on Monday and Tuesday.

l'd like to start with just a quick
meeti ng agenda, just to orient everybody. M nane
I's Saarah Maxon, and |I'm an anal yst at the M nnesota
Public Utilities Commssion. 1'll give a brief
i ntroduction, and then |I'l|l pass things off to the
Applicants to provide a description of the proposed
pr oj ect .

Then, the Applicants wll pass things
back off to ny coll eague at the M nnesota Public
Uilities Conmm ssion, Emly Johnson, who is the
envi ronnental review nanager for the project.
Finally, we'll end up with a comments and questi ons
portion of the presentati on.

l'd like to start off with just sone

ground rules for the neeting. W'd just ask that
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everybody pl ease be respectful of one another. It's
alittle bit different because we're on an online
format, so we don't have to worry about goi ng one
person at a tine. W'Il|l talk about this later, but
you will be able to raise your hand or flag us down
if you want to ask a question, but there is a court
reporter here recordi ng everybody's comments toni ght
and t he neeting.

So leading into why we're here today, we
are not for or against the proposed project. W are
here to receive public input and to conpile a record
for the Comm ssion's permt decision. Wat you can
do tonight is you can | earn about the project, you
can ask questions to State staff about the
permtting review process, or you can ask the
Appl i cant about the proposed project.

Your comments will help the Conmm ssion
w th naking an i nforned decision on the permt and
possibly inform sone permt conditions. The
Conmm ssioners do want to hear fromyou, and they do
read through your comments. They want to know how
the | ocal community feels.

|'"d also |like to provide just a brief
overvi ew of what we do at the M nnesota Public

Uilities Comm ssion. W regulate electric, natural
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gas, and landline utilities. W also issue site and
route permts for large electrical facilities.

There are five Conm ssioners, who are appoi nted by

t he Governor and confirmed by the Senate, and they
are ultimately the individuals who decide the permt
I ssue.

Movi ng on to our next slide, the proposed
project is for a 345-kilovolt transm ssion |line, and
it wll require two approvals from the Comm ssion:

A certificate of need and a route permt. Both the
certificate of need and the route permt wll

i nvol ve environnental review. Under the certificate
of need proceeding, our staff at the Public
Uilities Comm ssion will prepare an environnental
report.

Separately, the Applicants have al ready
prepared an environnental assessnent, which was
included in their application for the proposed
project. You can find a copy of this on the
Comm ssion's website.

Thi s concludes ny portion of the
presentation. As | nentioned previously, ny
coll eague, Emly, will be back to discuss the review
process in nore depth. But, for now, I'Il hand

things off to the Applicant to continue on.
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MR. DREW JANKE: Thank you, Saar ah.

Good evening. M/ nane is Drew Janke.
am an environnental conpliance specialist with
M nnesota Power. We'Ill start off with a few, you
know, conpany and project overview slides here
before | hand it off to Christian Wnter.

So next slide, please.

So starting with a high-1evel overview of
M nnesota Power as a conpany. As you can see on the
figure there, the M nnesota Power service territory
covers a good portion of the northeastern part of
the state.

Currently, we have just over
1, 600 negawatts of power generation capability, just
over 8,700 mles of transm ssion and distribution
lines. W have net, as a conpany, the M nnesota
ener gy savings goal for the past 16 years, and we
were the first utility within the state to deliver
50 percent renewabl e energy to our custonmers. In
total, we have about 150,000 total custoners,
i ncl udi ng sone of the nation's |argest industrial
operations, as well as 14 nunicipalities.

For the project, we do have a
Co-applicant, Anerican Transm ssion Conpany, or ATC.

ATC i s headquartered in Wsconsin, and essentially
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ATC operates as a utility for utilities. So ATC
operates primarily in the transm ssion real m of
things rather than the generation and distribution
end that M nnesota Power al so works in.

On here is just a very high-1evel
overview of the project we're here to tal k about.
So as Saarah nentioned, we're here to tal k about the
Iron Range to St. Louis County to Arrowhead
transm ssion line project, or ISA project. It is an
approximately 67-mle | ong, 345-kil ovolt overhead
transm ssion line project built on double-circuit
capabl e structures, spanning fromthe Iron Range
substation to the St. Louis County and Arrowhead
subst ati ons.

And for the next few slides, 1'll |et
Christian take over here.

MR, CHRI STIAN WNTER: Al right.
Thanks, Drew.

My nane is Christian Wnter. | amthe
manager of regional transm ssion planning for
M nnesota Power, and |'Ill give sone background on
the need for the project, as well as a coupl e of
related itens to highlight, one fromthe application
and one on responding to sonme coments on the public

record.
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So tal ki ng about the background for the
project, the project is part of a regional plan, a
portfolio of projects that was devel oped by the
region's grid operator, M SO or Mdcontinent
| ndependent System Operator. And M SO has been
working on this plan and portfolio in phases since
2020, and it's built on regional planning efforts
t hat have been in progress for many years before
t hat .

Utimately, trying to take a | ook at,
under the -- what they call their Reliability
| nperative, what's needed to support a reliable
regional electric transm ssion grid over the next
coupl e of decades as the way we generate and use
electricity continues to evol ve and change.

The first portfolio of projects,
Tranche 1, was approved by M SO in 2022, and those
are the gray lines you see on the map there. The
| SA project, as you see outlined in the blue box up
toward the top of the screen, is a part of the
Tranche 2.1 portfolio -- the second group of
projects -- which was approved by the M SO Board in
2024.

And the way that | would characteri ze

this is if you think about the grid that we use
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today, it was largely built in the '50s, '60s, and
'70s, and a | ot has changed about the way that we
use electricity, the way electricity is generated
since that tine, and, yet, we're still using largely
t he sane power grid. And we need -- for the future
of where we're headed with clean energy transition
and electrification and different things |ike that,
we need an interstate highway system for the power
grid.

And so that's what the M SO LRTP is
seeking to do, is to develop a large transm ssion
overlay across nultiple states that can facilitate
t he novenent of power around the region in the ways
that it needs to to deliver energy fromwhere it's
bei ng produced to where it's going to be used, and
to allow utilities to | ean on each ot her.

So MP and ATC, as the transm ssion owners
at the endpoints of this Iron Range - St. Louis
County - Arrowhead project, have an obligation now
to deliver the project as it was approved by M SO
So that's why we are here today, we're proposing the
project, cone up with a route, and we're noving it
forward.

SO just to reiterate, this is part of a

regi onal portfolio of projects devel oped by M SO for
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regional reliability purposes. The project is not
i ntended to address the needs of any i ndividual
custoner or generator, and we'll talk a little bit
nore about that in a couple of mnutes.

You can go to the next slide.

These are sonme of those -- those benefits
of the portfolio and of the project that are
di scussed in the certificate of need application.
You see listed on the top there, the overal
portfolio benefits as identified by M SO, which we
di scussed in Section 2.3 of the application:
Enhancing grid reliability in the Upper M dwest, as
grid operating conditions becone nore vari abl e,
giving us a nore flexible transm ssion system
increasing grid efficiency as energy is transferred
fromwhere it's produced to where it's needed; and
nmeeti ng the growi ng demand for reliable clean energy
in the Upper M dwest.

We, the Applicants, took this specific
project, and in developing the application, we
| ooked at, well, what does this project bring to the
portfolio and to our region? And so we have sone
di scussion of that in Sections 3.4 and 3.5 of the
application, in denonstrating how the Iron Range -

St. Louis County - Arrowhead, as a part of that
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portfolio, provides increased and nore flexible
regional transfer capability in nultiple directions,
in and through the state of M nnesota and into

Nort hwest Wsconsin. As well as enhancing | ocal
grid reliability, providing redundant paths for
power transfers in and through Northern M nnesot a.

If you go to the next slide, 1"l
address -- now, one thing that we tal k about in the
application that's specific to this project is
called the 800 WA Iimt at the ATC Arrowhead
substation, which is one of the endpoints for the
pr oj ect .

MVA is the, sort of, engineering word for
just the ampbunt of power that's allowed to fl ow
t hrough that substation, and that is a regul atory
limt that was placed on power flow into Wsconsin
t hrough that Arrowhead substation at the tinme that
substati on was established, as part of what you see
there, what's called the Arrowhead - Weston 345-kV
i ne project.

And that was permitted back in the early
2000s, and, at that time, there were concerns
expressed over an increase in transfers of
coal -fired generation from North Dakota fl ow ng

t hrough M nnesota into Wsconsin utilizing that
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345-kV connection, and that's part of the origin of
that 800 MWVA limt.

Now, if you think about it, a lot's
changed since the early 2000s. Just take M nnesota
Power, for exanple. Drew nentioned today that --
well, M nnesota Power was the first utility in
M nnesota to serve our custoners wth over
50 percent renewabl e energy, and we're well north of
that a |l ot of tines today.

But in the early 2000s, we were
95 percent coal -fired energy, utilizing that to
serve our custoners. And a |ot of our neighbors,
our neighboring utilities in the regi on, have gone
t hrough that sane transition. |It's a very different
grid, it's a very different energy m x today from
what it was in the early 2000s.

And, in fact, part of the purpose of the
M SO Tranche 2 portfolio, LRTP portfolio, is to
I ncrease regional transfers to nove renewabl e ener gy
and other forms of energy around the region. And so
the 800 WA Ilimt, the renobval of the 800 WA |lint,
IS necessary as part of this project to achi eve the
regi onal benefits of the project to renove those
obstacl es to achieving those transfers across the

grid that are now needed, and needed |largely to
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facilitate the novenent of renewabl e energy today.

So we want to neke it clear, we discussed
the 800 MWVA Iimt in the background in the
application and the reason it needs to be renoved as
a part of this project, but we want to al so nmake it
clear that it's not related to any |ocal needs. The
800 MVA Ilimt and our request to renbve it is part
of that regional justification -- regional
reliability justification of the project.

So that brings us to ny |ast slide, the
next slide. W acknow edge that there have been a
nunber of comments in the docket nade over the | ast
few nont hs regardi ng a proposed data center in
Her mant own near the endpoint of the project.

So we just want to take a couple nonents
here to clarify upfront during the neeting that
situation. W're here today because the | SA project
was devel oped and approved by M SO for regional
reliability, as we were just tal king about. And
that is a planning process that's been in the works
since 2020, and built on planning studi es and
renewabl e i ntegration studies and future studies
that go back even well before that.

And the | SA project, as a concept, has

been around for nore than a decade, and there are --
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t hose of us at M nnesota Power who were around when
we actually held public open house neetings through
the project area for a project very simlar to this
in 2013. And need for that project didn't
materialize at the tine, but that concept stuck
around. And now that need has materialized, and

M SO has noved the project forward and approved it.
And like | said earlier, now MP and ATC have an
obligation to deliver the project.

So this project, |like other transm ssion
projects in the area recently revi ewed/ approved by
the Comm ssion, like the Duluth Loop project and the
HVDC noder ni zati on project, was proposed and
justified to support grid reliability. 1t's not
related to the needs of any individual customer or
data center.

So to nmake it really clear, if there was
no proposed data center in Hernantown, we woul d
still be here today di scussing and proposing the | SA
proj ect based on the work that M SO has done and the
justification and approval of that in Decenber of
2024.

There is a separate docket with an
el ectric service agreenent associated with that

proposed Her mantown data center, and that's been
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filed with the Conm ssion. You see the docket
nunber there. That's really the place to have that
conversati on about the data center. This is -- this
| SA project, again, is for those regional needs that
we' ve di scussed.

So wth that, | think I'll hand it back
to Drew to tal k about the route and the
envi ronnent al assessnent.

MR. DREW JANKE: Thank you, Chri stian.

So, yeah, beginning here with the
proposed route that was devel oped for the route
permt application side of our conbi ned application
here. So for the | SA project, we have conme up with
a proposed route that co-locates with existing
hi gh-voltage |ines for about 92 percent of the
overal |l proposed route | ength.

And when we say "co-locate,” we nmean
either routed adjacent to an existing high-voltage
line right-of-way or | argely overtaki ng and
expanding of it -- of an existing high-voltage |ine
ri ght -of -way.

The proposed route is broken down into
three separate segnents. So |ooking at Segnent 1,
which is highlighted in orange on the nap here,

begins at the Iron Range substation -- the northwest
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term nal point of the project -- and runs to a point
just north of the St. Louis River just outside of
FI oodwood. For Segnent 1, the proposal is to route
the | SA project adjacent to an existing 230-kilovolt
transm ssion |line right-of-way.

And t hen Segnent 2 begins, at that point,
just north of the St. Louis River outside of
FI oodwood, and the endpoint for Segnment 2 is the
St. Louis County substation just outside of
Her mant own. For Segnent 2, our proposal is to
| argely overtake an existing 230-Kkil ovolt
transm ssion line right-of-way and expand the
existing right-of-way by about 20 feet to
accommodate the | SA structures. Wthin Segnent 2,
al so, our proposal is to hang the -- or string the
exi sting 230-kV line on the other side of the
doubl e-circuit capabl e structures.

And t hen roundi ng out here with
Segnent 3, that is about a one and a half mle
segnent proposed to run between the St. Louis County
substation and ATC s Arrowhead substation, and that
i's proposed as double-circuit 345-Kkil ovolt.

The project tineline, I'lIl start wth,
you know, kind of where we've been over the | ast

year and change. So 2025 was real heavy with the
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st akehol der engagenent and routi ng process.

Thr oughout nost of |ast year, we were heavy on
consulting with relevant state and federal agencies,
as well as, you know, |ocal representation, as well
as | andowners. W did hold a couple of rounds of
publ i c open houses | ast year al ong our potenti al
routing areas and used that feedback to devel op our
event ual proposed route.

Wiere we're at today, in this year here,
is obviously heavy on the permtting front. So
we're getting started on that process. Wth -- you
know, throughout the rest of this year and into the
next couple of years, we'll be running with
engi neering, environnental surveys, right-of-way
acqui sition, and then also continue that public
engagenent piece as we go along. Assum ng all goes
wel |, construction would begin in 2029, and the
project would be in service by 2032.

And so as part of the route permt
application, we, the Applicants, prepared an
envi ronnental assessnent for the project. And here
on this slide, just to | evel set on what an
envi ronnental assessnent is and isn't, so what it
is, it describes the proposed project and any

alternatives that were considered, and it studies
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the potential human and environnental inpacts of the
pr oj ect .

The environmental assessnent, or EA,
identifies strategies to avoid, mnimze, and al so
to mtigate potential inpacts to both human and
envi ronnental resources. A lot of tinmes sone of
those mtigation efforts that are identified wthin
the EA conme out and nmake it through as permt
conditions within the eventual route permt. The
envi ronnental assessnment itself does not advocate
for or against the project.

Going a little further here on what we do
evaluate within that environnental assessnent that
was i ncluded as an appendi x to the conbi ned
application. So it looks -- as | nentioned, the EA
eval uates a nunber of resources from both a hunan
and environnental perspective. And you can see the
list there, and I won't read them off verbatim

So | think we can go to the next slide.

The next few slides here show a few of
the resources that are evaluated within the EA,
begi nning here with aesthetics and recreation. So
we realize, you know, there nmay be sone potentia
i npacts, taller structures for the | SA project than

what is typically out there existing.
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Next slide. Yeah, thanks.

So public services and transportation, as
wel |l as | and-based econom es, were a couple of other
resources that are evaluated within the AA -- EA
"1l draw attention here to the | and-based econoni es
resources. One itemthat we've recently devel oped
is an agricultural inpact mtigation plan, and that
was devel oped in coordination with the M nnesota
Departnent of Agriculture and has been recently
filed and is avail able for review

Conti nui ng on here, archeol ogi cal
resources, as well as water resources. For both of
t hese resources, we coordinate fairly heavily wwth a
few state and federal agencies. On the
archeol ogi cal resources front, we coordinate early
and often with the State Historic Preservation
O fice.

And, then, water resources, again,
coordinating at the federal level wth the U S. Arny
Corps of Engineers. As well as at the state |evel,
we're relevant with the Departnent of Natural
Resources, as well as the Pollution Control Agency.

And t hen roundi ng out the resources
slides here with wildlife and vegetation resources.

So, again, the EA goes in and di scusses potenti al
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i nmpacts and mtigations that nay conme out as permt
conditions for both of these resources.
Specifically for the vegetation, simlar to our
agricultural inpact mtigation plan, we devel op a
veget ati on managenent plan for the project, which
undergoes review by the State's interagency working
group, so that is to cone.

So | nmentioned when we were | ooking at
the project tineline, really the |l ast year and
change has been pretty heavy on stakehol der
engagenent and coordination. So we did |aunch a
project website in May of 2025. That's been updated
a fewtines and wll continue to be updated as we go
here. So it's a great source of information. W
did hold a couple of rounds of public open houses as
we were devel oping the route | ast year.

And, then, really over the |l ast year --
and we'll continue to do so -- is engagenent wth
interested Tribal nations, |ocal governnent units,
both at the county and township level. As well as
f ederal and state agencies, some of whom |
referenced when we were | ooking at those EA slides.

And I"'mto ny last slide here. So, you
know, we've been heavy on the engagenent front over

the last year. W don't anticipate that going away,
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so we're still here. You can connect with us
directly, either at the email |isted here, we al so
have a project phone nunber hotline that's |i sted.
And all of this is available on our project website
where you can also | eave a comment directly for us,
in addition to the fornal PUC conmment process.

So thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Ckay. Good eveni ng,
everybody. M/ nane is Emly Johnson. | am an
envi ronnental review nmanager with the Public
Uilities Conmission. W, first, just want to thank
you all tonight for comng to attend this neeting.
Qur staff relies on your participation and input in
the process to build a conplete record for the
deci si on- maki ng process for this project.

Tonight, I'll discuss the State's
perm tting process and the ways that you can provide
input to help informthat process. Wen the
Conmm ssion decides on a permit, they consider the
human and environnental inpacts of the project and
ways to reduce those inpacts.

| npacts can include things like
construction noi se; aesthetic inpacts fromtree
clearing or new infrastructure; wldlife habitat

fragnentation and so on. Mtigation nmeasures can
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include things like limting construction to
dayl i ght hours, alternative routing, tree
repl acement pl ans, and nore.

The Conmi ssi on applies standard and
special permt conditions to address inpacts and
tracks conpliance throughout the life of the project
if it is permtted. You can help by providing input
about those | ocal resources, |ocal unique

characteristics, inpacts, and ways to reduce those

i mpact s.

Next sli de.

A sanmple permt is the starting point of
the permtting process. It includes standard permt

conditions that apply to all transm ssion projects.

After the coment period concludes and we' ve

gat hered your input, we use that input to develop a

draft permt that will contain special permt

conditions specific to the project being proposed.
It's inportant to note that a draft

permt does not allow the Applicant to construct the

project. It is sinply a starting point in the

Conmmi ssion's deci sion-nmaki ng process. There will be

an opportunity to comment on the draft permt at

public hearings later in the process, and I'll talk

about that in alittle bit.
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Next sli de.

So this is just a visual representation
of what | just tal ked about. W start with a sanple
permt that's the sanme for all transm ssion
projects. W, then, develop a draft permt based on
public input, and the final permt is ultimately
what the Conmm ssion will make its decision on.

Next sli de.

By | aw, applications nmust include an
envi ronnental assessnent that contains information
on the hunman and environnental inpacts of a project
and ways to mtigate those inpacts. The
envi ronnent al assessnent was i1 ncluded as Appendi x E
of the application. The application is avail able at
local libraries close to the project. It's also
avai | abl e on the Conm ssion's project webpage and on
the eDockets filing system

W ask you to review the application and
t he environnental assessnent, and provide input on
if there are any human or environnental i npacts,
uni que | ocal characteristics that you notice are
mssing fromthe EA, and if there are any mtigation
nmeasures that you would |like to see eval uated
further. The input we receive on these topics wll

hel p the Comm ssi on determ ne whet her an EA addendum
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iIs needed. So that is sonething that our staff
woul d prepare.

Next sli de.

Saarah nmentioned that this project is a
conbi ned route pernmt application and certificate of
need application. Certificate of need proceedi ngs
require our staff to provide -- or prepare an
environnental report. Environnental reports
descri be the proposed project and system
alternatives that could still neet the need of the
project. They assess the inpacts of the project and
alternatives, and they identify strategies to avoid
and mtigate those inpacts.

So system alternatives could include
things |like size, type, and timng. Size exanples
could include different voltages or lengths for the
project. Exanples of type could include different
structure types and configurations, alternative
routing, or different non-transm ssion energy
facilities. Timng could nean that the project
coul d be sooner, later, or not happen at all.

So at this point in the process, we are
| ooking for your input on if there are other ways to
meet the stated need of the project instead of the

proposed transmssion line. And if so, what
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alternatives to the project should be studied in the
envi ronnental report.

Next sli de.

So some topics for comment, this is kind
of a summary of what we just tal ked about. The
first, Are there potential human or environnmental
I npacts, unique characteristics, or mtigation
measures, including route alternatives, for the
proposed project that need further devel opnent and
an EA addendunf

The second, Are there practical nethods
to mnimze, mtigate, or avoid potential inpacts
that the Conmm ssion should include as conditions in
a draft permt? And the third, Are there other ways
to neet the stated need for the project instead of
t he proposed transmi ssion line; and if so, what
alternatives to the project should be studied?

Next sli de.

So what happens next? Based on the
information in the record, including the input we
gat her during this coment period, the Comm ssion
w il make three prelimnary determ nations. The
first is, Is an environnmental assessnent addendum
necessary? The second, Wat conditions should the

Commi ssion include in a draft permt? And the
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third, What alternatives to the project should be
included in the scope of the certificate of need
envi ronnental report?

Next sli de.

So this slide outlines the tentative
revi ew schedul e for the project and key m |l estones
in the State's permtting review process. The rows
hi ghlighted in blue represent opportunities for
public coments. So as you can see, this is not
your only chance to comment on this project. The
star represents where we are currently at in the
process. The Conm ssion accepted the application as
conpl ete on January 20th, which officially started
the State's review

We are currently hol ding these public

information neetings this week, and the coment

period will remain open through April 23rd. In June
or July -- and based on public input -- the
Commi ssion will i1ssue the draft route permt, decide

whet her the EA addendumis needed, and determ ne the
scope of the environnmental report.

We expect that a draft permt and
environnental report will be issued in fall of 2026,
along with an EA addendumif it is needed. Public

hearings are expected to followin the fall, al ong
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wth a second public coment period. After the
heari ng comment period cl oses, a public hearing
report will be filed.

The Conmi ssion will consider the entire
record before naking a decision on both the
certificate of need and route permt applications,
likely in the fall or winter of 2026. That permt
decision wll be made in an open public neeting that
you are all welcone to attend.

Next sli de.

So how to coment: You can provide
verbal coments at tonight's neeting. You could
conpl ete and submt a witten comment sheet. You
can comment online at this |ink provided here.

That's just our Public UWilities Comm ssi on webpage.

You can find the public comment link fromthe main
webpage as well. You can email ne directly. M
enmail is listed here, and we can put it back up at

the end of the neeting if you need it. And then you
can send physical mail as well to the Public
Uilities Comm ssion with ny nane.

The comment period ends April 23rd at
4:30 p.m, so please try to get your comments in by
that tine.

So -- oh, sorry, you can go ahead.
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Ckay. So we will open it up for conmments
here. | ask that when we do call on you, you state
and spell your first and | ast nanme for the court
reporter. W ask that you speak |loudly and clearly
so the court reporter can hear you. W ask that you
mai ntain respect for others. W all can agree that
reasonabl e peopl e can di sagree, so we m ght have a
di fference of opinion, but we're here to hear from
everyone tonight.

To ensure everyone is heard, please l[imt
your initial comments to five mnutes. W do have
quite a few people online, we'll probably enforce
that. You can always cone up to speak again if
there is tine at the end.

To indicate that you would like to ask a
question or provide a comment, you can click the
rai se-your-hand button in Webex or send a chat
message to indicate that you want to speak. And
that's highlighted right here with the rai se-hand
button on the slide. And, then, to those who are

listening in on the phone, you can press *3, and

that will tell us that you want to commrent.

So we will go ahead and open it up for
conment s.

And, Saarah, | think we can just | eave
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this slide up so that everyone can see.

M5. SAARAH MAXON:  Yeah, sounds good.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: G eat.

MS. SAARAH MAXON: We have one person
raising their hand. It doesn't have your nane
listed, but it starts wth a phone nunber, it says,
218. So I'mgoing to unnute you quickly. Sorry,
one second.

For some reason it's not letting ne
unmute them One second. Sorry about that, folks.

Oh, it looks like | can. W'Il|l cone back
to you. I'msorry. | don't know your nane. |'m
not sure why we can't unnute you, but I'Il try and
figure that out, and we'll go to the next person in
t he nmeanti ne.

Maggi e Schuppert, |1'mgoing to unnute
you, and then you can feel free to speak.

M5. MAGE E SCHUPPERT: Thank you. Hi .
Yeah. | have a question, and then | also have a
comment / recomendati on, but | guess |I'Il cone back
around for the second one. Yeah, ny nanme is Maggi e
Schuppert, MA-G G 1-E, Schuppert,
SGCHUP-P-EERT.

| just had a question about the cost of

this project, which | don't think was covered in the
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presentation. | was a couple mnutes |late. So,
yeah, | just -- if soneone could address what the
cost of the project is.

But, also, if and how t hose cost

estimates -- recognizing that they're estimates at
this point -- mght have changed since M SO approved
the project back in 2024, | believe it was.

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER  Ckay. Yeah, we
can address that here. This is Christian Wnter
here, again, with M nnesota Power.

The project -- the current cost estinate
of the project is given in Section 2.4 of the
application. The estinated cost, we give a range,
the md to high range. The mdpoint, which is the
anticipated cost estinmate, is 441 -- or
444.1 mllion.

That cost is a little higher than the
original M SO cost estimate, and that is |largely due
to the devel opnent of the route for the project. As
we're given a, kind of, concept fromMSO a line on
the map, and then we, as the Applicants, are
entrusted with the obligation to go and fi gure out
how to best -- or propose how to best |ocate that.

The MPUC ultinmately has the authority to

nake the final decision on the route, as we were
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just tal king about. But in comng up wth our
proposed route, the length of the project and sone
of the engineering costs were higher than the M SO
concept ual assunptions.

M5. MAGA E SCHUPPERT: And, sorry, just a
quick follow up. You said there was a range. So
that was the | ow range you cited -- or, yeah, could
you explain what the range is? Thanks.

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER: Yeah. | can give
you the range. 1It's in the same table. So the
antici pated cost, which we call the m dpoint of the
project, is 444.1 mllion. The high end cost is
519 mllion in the application.

M5. MAGE E SCHUPPERT: Thank you.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: Maggie, you stil
have some tinme left if you would |like to continue
W th your commrent.

M5. MAGE E SCHUPPERT: Yeah, sure. So ny
comment and reconmmendati on, | guess, nmay be sonmewhat
associated with the question of cost, but al so, sort
of , you know, the question of need and al so just who
the project is for. You know, | certainly have
heard, you know, that you' ve been hearing from fol ks
who are concerned about the data center, and that

this line was approved before -- by M SO at | east,

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Arrowhead Project - 25-111 25-112 - Virtual - 4-9-26 32
before the data center was known, at | east publicly.
And even -- but should we take that as
sonet hi ng of a given? You know, | think we do know

that the data center is comng to the area because
of these kinds of infrastructure upgrades, and so |
think that does need to be acknow edged. That even
if the line was still going to be in place and

upgr aded, that perhaps the data center would not be
siting itself here were these projects not going
forward.

But setting that aside, | think what
M nnesota Power is saying is that this |Iine was
approved for -- for energy export reasons. And so
in either case, | think what we're hearing is that
the need for this project doesn't really have a | ot
to do with the residents of the area or the
residential custonmers of M nnesota Power.

And so should this project be approved
and permtted -- putting an enphasis on "shoul d* --
| would really like to see stronger community
benefits, either required by the PUC or engaged --
you know, a process engaged by the Conpany, to put
in place far stronger community benefits for the
fol ks who are going to be nost directly inpacted,

whet her that be the residents of Hernmantown or the
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Arrowhead or M nnesota ratepayers.

Thanks.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you very nmuch
for that, Maggie. That is the kind of input we're
| ooki ng for when we devel op these special permt
conditions, so thank you very nuch.

s there soneone else with their hand
rai sed? Wre you able to unmute that one commenter?

M5. SAARAH MAXON: The person who had
raised their hand initially put it down. So if
you' d like to speak, feel free to hit *3 once nore,
and we can see if we can get it to work.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON:. And I'Il just also
say, | know |I'm | ooking down a lot, but |I'mjust
taking notes. So I'mnot distracted or anything,
l"mlistening to your conmments.

M5. SAARAH MAXON: Ckay. For the person
raising their hand on the phone, would you m nd
pressing *6? | think you mght have to do that to
be able to unmute. If not, I"'mgoing to try and
make you a panelist, so you should be able to
unmute. Ckay. Let nme try this, I'mgoing to try
and nmake you a panelist. One second, bear with ne.
And then try hitting *6. Sorry about this. Yeah,

try that. Yeah, you should be able to speak now.
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M5. KELLY HOLTE: Can you hear ne?

MB. SAARAH MAXON: Yes, we can hear you.
Sorry about that.

MS. KELLY HOLTE: GCkay. M nane is Kelly
Holte, K-E-L-L-Y, HOL-T-E, and | have a few quick
questi ons.

One, with putting in this transm ssion
line, what's that going to do to our electric bills?
Are our bills going to skyrocket?

M5. EMLY JOHANSON: So, Kelly, that is
sonet hi ng that the Conm ssion considers whenever
t hey, you know, nove to make a deci sion on these

projects. So | encourage you to follow the process

for that. | can't speak to the ultimte decision
that's made, but that is -- cost is a consideration
and how it will affect the ratepayers.

MS. KELLY HOLTE: So |I don't understand
how | ' m supposed to do that.

MR. CHRI STIAN WNTER: Emly, | can speak
to that, too, because the --

M5. EM LY JOHNSON. Ckay. That woul d be
gr eat .

MR, CHRI STIAN WNTER: -- we were just
trying to get ourselves off nute here, technol ogy

and that all.
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M5. EM LY JOHNSON. Ckay. Sounds good.

MR. CHRI STIAN WNTER: This is Christian
Wnter with M nnesota Power, again.

As we were tal king about, the project
cost is covered in the application. There is a rate
i npact estinmate given in the application in that
same section, 2.4.

MS. KELLY HOLTE: | don't have that, and
| don't have access to it. | don't own a conputer.

MR CHRI STI AN W NTER: Maybe, yeah --

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: Kelly -- yeah, Kelly,
we can certainly provide you a copy of the
application with that section especially. | know
|'ve -- | have sent you sone stuff in the mail
before, so |I'd be happy to coordinate that offline
as well, off this neeting.

MS. KELLY HOLTE: Ckay.

M5. EM LY JOHANSON: Yeah.

M5. KELLY HOLTE: Gkay. And then | have
questions on the pesticides and stray voltage for
t he environnental inpact, the animls and humans.

M5. EMLY JOHANSON: Well, so, Kelly,
that's al so covered in the application, and | can
provi de those sections as well. And that way, if

you are able to review that and you find anyt hi ng
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m ssing fromtheir analysis, we can certainly | ook
at that as far as if it's needed for an
envi ronnent al assessnment addendum and then our
staff would certainly anal yze that further.

So | want to remind you, this is the
first step in the process. W're gathering input on
whet her the application contained all the needed

information, or if we need to go back and provi de an

addendumto it. So that's what we're here for, and,
again, | can circle back with you offline, if that
woul d help as well, to get you the information you

need fromthe application.
M5. KELLY HOLTE: Gkay. Thank you.
M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you. Do you
have anything else to say, Kelly?
MS. KELLY HOLTE: No, not at this nonent.
M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Ckay. Thank you.

Anybody el se? |I'mnot seeing any hands
up, so...

M5. SAARAH MAXON: Okay. It | ooks Ilike
we have one hand up, Steven Parker. 1'magoing to

unmute you, and then feel free to speak. And |
t hi nk you can unnute yourself now
Emly, do you want to try? You should

have the ability.
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M5. EMLY JOHNSON: Yeah, it's not
letting ne unnmute peopl e.

M5. SAARAH MAXON: Onh, Steven, he m ght
have put his hand down. | can't tell. If you do
have a comment and you neant to speak, feel free to
go ahead. For sone reason it's not -- okay. I'm
going to try and nmake hima panelist as well, and
t hen, Steven, you should be able to unnute yourself.
It 1 ooks |Iike we m ght be having some technical
difficulties.

There you go. You just cane off nmute, so
| think you're good to speak if you're ready.

MR. STEVEN PARKER: All right.
S-T-E-V-E-N, P-A-R-K-E-R, Steven Parker.

| guess I'd like to nake one, first,
coment that was on ny mnd, but if time allows in
this neeting that's going to go until 8:00 p.m,
when -- i f people ask questions and you have tine to
answer the question, could you please do so instead
of defaulting back to the application? It would
hel p, maybe, drive nore questions by people that are
onl i ne.

Ckay. GCetting back to nmy -- ny concern
is nore directly by personal inpact and how it

affects the | andowners along this transm ssion |ine
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in the Segnent 2. Now, | don't see anything in
today's presentation that shows what the power

| i nes' configurations are going to be going through
Segnent 2. |1'd like to see that.

For ny personal parcels, | have three
parcels that this transm ssion line is going to go
through. | have two al ready goi ng through there
consum ng about 12 acres of ny land. Wth this
third one, it could take another five acres of ny
| and. And so, of those three parcels, just | ooking
at the acreage that these transmi ssion |ines can
consune, it basically takes all of ny small est
par cel

If you're just tal ki ng about acreage, ny
smal | est parcel is just under 17 acres. So |I'm
going to lose 17 acres. |'ve already lost 12, |ose
anot her five possibly, and | think the other
| andowners along this power line in Segnent 2 are
simlar -- simlarly affected.

| don't know what the benefit is for us.
You know, the previous caller nentioned the |ocal
benefits to M nnesota. As soon as | saw the grid
work going off into Wsconsin, that really greatly
concerned ne as far as need. It seens like it's

f ocused nore there than in M nnesot a.
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| guess, that's where I'"'mat. 1'd |like
to understand the environnental inpacts from how
this high-powered Iine is going to affect going
laterally, left and right, onto our parcels, how
much will be affected beyond just the 30- to
130-f oot easenent that you're asking for.

Wth that, | think you can follow up wth
nore coments either online or through your other
process. Thank you.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: Yeah. Steven, |I'm
just going to junp on here real quick, but I'msure
the Applicants can naybe speak to sone of that as
well. Steven, that is what our staff is here for,
is to answer sone questions. |If you' re concerned
about how this project mght affect your property
and you want to suggest alternatives or mtigation
nmeasures and you're worri ed about inpacts and ways
to mtigate those i npacts or reduce them that's
what |'m here for, especially.

So | would really encourage you to reach
out to ne, send ne an enail, give ne a cal
sonetine. | guess, ny nunber wasn't in these
slides, but I'd be happy to circle back with you
after the neeting if you would |i ke to speak nore

wth ne about how -- how to comment, and, you know,
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tell us -- tell us your input and how this really
affects you. But thank you for commenting, and I
understand that this is -- can be a very frustrating
process when you're a | andowner and it's runni ng on
your property.

M nnesota Power, do you have anything you
want to respond to?

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER: Yeah. W can at
| east respond on the configuration, and, yeah, |
apol ogi ze for that. | realized that actually on
Tuesday partway through the day, we don't actually
have the slide in the slide deck show ng what the
proj ect |ooks Ilike.

That's been in our open house neeting
boards for the tines that we've been out for open
house neetings, and, of course, it's in the
application, which doesn't help us too nuch right
now. | don't know that we have a way to put it on
t he screen.

But speaking to the location in

Segnment 2, you know, where M. Parker is |ocated,

that is part of the project where we will be
repl aci ng the existing 230-kilovolt |ine through
t here.

There are two transm ssion |ines going
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t hrough those parcels, but the wood pole Hfrane
transm ssion |line would be replaced with the project
on single steel pole structures. Wth that existing
line on one side of the project and the proposed
345-kV line -- new line on the other side of those
poles. So there would still be, effectively, two
sets of poles through there, albeit wwth a w der
right-of-way than there is existing today. And, of
course, we can provide nore information on that,

i ncl udi ng what those structures would |ook like, I'm
sure, if we can get in contact there and have a
conversati on.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON. Saarah, can you put
back up the howto-coment slide so M. Parker could
take down ny email at |east?

MS. SAARAH MAXON: Yeah, and I think it
woul d be a good idea for you to read out your enail
as well for --

M5. EM LY JOHANSON: Yeah.

MS. SAARAH MAXON: -- for fol ks who are
dialing in.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: Yeah, definitely. |
meant to do that during the talk. I'msorry. M
email is Emly, E-MI-L-Y, dot Johnson,
J-OHNS-ON, 1, so the nunber 1, @tate.m.us. So
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Em | y. Johnsonl@t at e. . us.

And if you -- if anyone listening goes to
the Public Uilities Comm ssion website and
navi gates to the website for this project off of
t hat mai n webpage, you'll find both ny email and ny
phone nunber there as well. So | encourage you to
reach out to ne wth any questi ons you have about
how to comment, the kinds of things we're | ooking
for input on.

Yeah, and | also -- yeah, | really want
to circle back with you, Steven, after -- after the
meeti ng, so...

M5. SAARAH MAXON: Yeah. And just to
interject and add one nore thing, the webpage Emly
was just referencing, you can find it on the
M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion website, and
navigate to this project's webpage. There is an
interactive map that you can use and i1 nput your hone
address to see where it is in relation to the
proposed transm ssion line route. But if you don't
have access to that, you can always reach out to
Emily. W'Il make sure to print out nmaps for you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Um hmm

M5. SAARAH MAXON: We can send it through

the mail directly to you. Just l|let us know anyt hi ng
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you need, we're here to help.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: And, Steven, also ny
nunber, if you would like it, I'Il put that out
here, too. | should have had it on this slide. M
nunber is 651-539-1023. And you can also just call
the front desk at the Public Uilities Comm ssion
and ask to speak to Em |y Johnson or the project
| ead for, you know, the Iron Range - St. Louis -
Arrowhead project. So you can -- there's nany ways
to find nme, so | encourage you to please do so.

MR. STEVEN PARKER: Thank you for your
time and pati ence.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: No, thank you. Thank
you. We rely on this to build the project out and
the record, so thank you.

MS. SAARAH MAXON:  And | know we ki nd of
tal ked through your allotted five mnutes, but if
there's anything el se you wanted to say, Steven,
pl ease feel free to do so.

MR. STEVEN PARKER: | guess, at this
point, I'"'mgoing to follow up with email and go from
t here.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Sounds good.

MR. STEVEN PARKER: | know that -- | know

that they're in the process of trying to get access
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agreenents signed to do sone of the environnenta
work, and, | guess, | don't fully understand al
the -- all the reason and | ogic between an
open- ended agr eenent.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: Steven, we do have
sone informati on we've put together fromthe
Conmm ssi on about | andowner rights, and maybe t hat
woul d al so be hel pful for ne to send to you when we
get in touch.

MR. STEVEN PARKER: All right. Thank
you.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you.

MR. STEVEN PARKER: That's all from ne.

M5. SAARAH MAXON: Okay. Woul d anybody
else like to ask a question or comment? Pl ease fee
free to raise your hand.

"Il go back to the slide. |If you are
dialing in, you would press *3. If you're joining
us on the Wbex call, you could just raise your
hand, or feel free to put your conment or question
in the chat directly.

Ckay. One second, | see a nunber
starting with 715. 1'mgoing to make you a paneli st

because for sone reason | have to do that, and then

it looks like you' re unnuted, so feel free to go
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ahead. To the person on the phone raising their
hand that starts with 715, | believe you' re unnut ed.
If not, you m ght have to hit *6 before speaking.
Oh, it looks like that muted you. ©Ch, you're
unnmuted, go for it.

| see your hand is raised. It |ooks
li ke, to us on our end, you're unnuted, but we can't
hear you. Can you hit *6 for ne once nore? And
then hit *6 one nore time, and it | ooks |ike you are
unmut ed now fromour end. It |ooks |ike you should
be able to comment, so hopefully we can hear you
soon.

I'"'mso sorry. | can see you nuting and
unnmuti ng, and when you're unmuted, we still can't
hear you. So I'mnot sure if it's an issue on our
end or if it's an issue on your end. | can try to
circle back in a second and see if we can --

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: | will junmp in and
just say that all the comments here that are
provi ded are being transcribed by a court reporter,
so they will go into the record.

However, if for whatever reason we can't
you get on the phone and maybe there's an audio
I ssue, you can always wite your comment to us,

whet her it be through physical nmail, or like I
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tal ked about in the presentation, through that |ink
on our website. So there are many other ways to
coment, and it all goes into the sanme record, so..

MS. SAARAH MAXON:  Yeah, thanks for
sharing that.

Ckay. Let's try this one nore tinme. |If
your nunber started wth 715 and you had your hand
raised, try hitting *6 to unnmute. And then you
m ght have to al so double check that it -- on your

phone itself, you aren't nuted. That woul d be

separ at e.

MB. LI NDA HANSON: Can you hear ne?

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Yes, there we go.

M5. SAARAH MAXON: |'m gl ad that worked
out. Please go ahead, state and spell your nane.

It looks |ike we |ost you. \Watever you
did before worked. It |ooks like you' re unnuted.
We'll try this one nore tine, if you hit *6 and nake

sure that your phone is also unmuted, hopefully we
can hear you.

| apol ogi ze, we really can't hear you. |
hope that you heard Emly's email address. W can
al so read that out one nore tine, and possibly read
out her phone nunber one nore tinme and maybe you can

get in contact with us after this neeting. I'm
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sorry. |I'mnot sure what the issue is.

MS. LI NDA HANSON. Hell o, can you hear ne
now?

MS. SAARAH MAXON: Yes, we can hear you.

MS. LI NDA HANSON:. Ckay.

MB. SAARAH MAXON: Onh, thank goodness.

Pl ease go ahead.

MS. LI NDA HANSON:. Ckay. L-1-ND A
Li nda; Hanson, HA-N-S-O N.

M5. EM LY JOHANSON: Thank you.

MS. LI NDA HANSON: Ckay. M question is,
it's connecting to the Arrowhead - Weston line, is
that going to provide an additional load to the
Arrowhead - Weston |ine where it would have to be
beefed up? And how does that affect those other
custoners financially?

MR, CHRI STIAN WNTER. Ckay. This is
Christian Wnter with M nnesota Power once agai n.
Yeah, we can respond to that.

The project connects to the sane
Arrowhead substation that the Arrowhead - Weston
345-kV line connects to. That |line does not need to
be upgraded at all in relation to the project. So
its existing capacity is sufficient for the power

flows that were identified in M SO st udi es.
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MS. LI NDA HANSON: And t hose custoners
that are on the Arrowhead - Weston line, will they
be i npacted financially, in other words, increased
costs?

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER: Those -- can you
clarify, those custoners that are on the Arrowhead -
Weston |ine, are you tal king about the peopl e whose
property the line crosses, or are you talking --

MS. LI NDA HANSON: No, |I'mtal king about
the custoners that receive service fromthat |ine.

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER: The Arrowhead -
Weston line is a transm ssion |ine, so nobody
receives direct service, as they would from a
distribution line, off of that transm ssion |ine.

MS. LI NDA HANSON: Right, but the thing
is, is that if the cost increases along the I|ine,
then it will affect the custoners that are on the
distribution |ines, correct?

MR, CHRI STI AN W NTER: No, it's not going
to have an effect on the distribution |ines.

MS. LI NDA HANSON:. Ckay.

MR CHRI STI AN W NTER: It's not going to
i ncrease the cost of the Arrowhead - Weston |ine
ei t her.

MS. LI NDA HANSON. Okay. Thank you very
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nmuch.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you, Linda.
Did you have anything el se you wanted to say or --

MS. LI NDA HANSON: No, thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHANSON: Thank you. Thanks
for attendi ng.

MS. SAARAH MAXON:  Yeah, and thanks for
bearing with our technol ogy issues, Linda.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Anybody el se? W
have a lot of tine, alnost an hour left, so...

M5. SAARAH MAXON: Onh, it |l ooks |ike we
have anot her taker.

M5. EM LY JOHANSON: Yeah.

MR, JI M KLUKKERT: Am | speaki ng now?

MS. SAARAH MAXON:  Yeah.

MR JI M KLUKKERT: |I'msorry. OCkay. My
nane is JimKlukkert. |I'ma resident of Dul uth.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Can you state and --
can you spell your nane, please? Thank you.

MR, JI M KLUKKERT: Yes, it's J-1-M Last
name i s Kl ukkert, K-L-UK-K-E-R-T.

M5. EM LY JOHANSON: Thank you.

MR, JI M KLUKKERT: You're quite wel cone.

' mopposed to -- I"msorry, |I'm com ng

in late, so | hope ny remarks are appropriate and on
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point. |'m opposed to the -- | was shocked and

di smayed that the Public Utilities Conmm ssion went
agai nst all credible advice, including that of the
Attorney General, and approved the sale of M nnesota
Power, arguably a public utility, to the | argest
hedge fund manager in the universe. The disparity
in power undercuts ny belief that the average
citizen wll have any i npact on any deci sions made
about this essential utility.

And at this point, we all know t hat
electricity is second only to water in terns of its
usef ul ness and necessity for a nodern civilization.
| magi ne where we woul d be should our electricity be
turned off.

" mal so opposed to the Hernmant own data
center as proposed. The very way that the data
center was snuck -- it was sneaky, had a sneaky
approach wth the nondi scl osure agreenents. It's
the very antithesis of denobcracy, and | don't think
it's the way we like to do things up in this part of
t he worl d.

And so | think they have -- that Google
has, besi des being a behenpth of a scale that woul d
defy our pleas quite easily, but Google has already

denonstrated that it is not interested in being an
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equal menber of the community up here. It instead
enpl oys slights of hand that are anti denocrati c.
And, you know, water and denocracy, two very

i mportant things to ne, so | just wanted to register
ny opposition. Thank you for this forumto do so.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Thank you, Jim

MR, JI M KLUKKERT:  Anyt hi ng el se?

M5. EMLY JOHNSON:. Well, you do have a
little time if you'd |like to keep going, if you have
any ot her comments.

MR JI M KLUKKERT: You know, | think once
you've tried to subvert denbcracy and you have
t hrown your wei ght around, you pretty nuch have
defi ned what kind of character your person or
conpany has. And so | don't think I need to further
make ny case, it seens rather obvious.

However, given that | have a little bit
of time, I'mrem nded of a speech that Henry V made
before a French town that he was | ayi ng siege to.
And he went to the town fathers and made the speech
that right now, we're all sitting out here and we

haven't been able to batter the gates down. And,

you know, right now, | can still control ny nen. If
you'l |l acknow edge that we have won today and | ower
your gates , | promse | wll control ny nen.
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However, should my nen have to break your walls down
to get to you, | cannot tell you that they wl|l
behave civilly.

Those of us that have opposed the data
center, those of us that opposed the sal e of
M nnesota Power to Bl ackRock have done so in a very
civil fashion. W' ve been calm we've been civil,

we' ve been polite. However, should this all go

wong, | may not be here to urge ny conrades -- ny
angry, hurt conrades to be civil in their treatnent
of whatever is left. So | urge all parties to

W thdraw fromthe field and just put this project on
t he back burner. Thank you very nuch.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Ckay. Thank you,
Jim There was a lot there, but I will go back to
sonet hing that was in the presentation, and just to
reiterate that we are not -- the PUC is not
permtting the data center, so | do want to nake
t hat cl ear.

There is a -- of course, |I'm sure nany of
you are aware that the city of Hermant own has an
open comment period right now for the AUAR on the
data center. | encourage you to comment there on
t hat .

| also -- M nnesota Power al so presented
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about the electric service agreenent petition that's

been filed by MP with the Public Utilities

Comm ssi on. That i s under Docket 26-159. It's the

| ast bullet on this slide that Saarah just pulled

up, and | encourage you to comment there as well.

That is a PUC docket, so you are nore than wel cone

to comment on that.

There will be a comrent period associ at ed

wth that project, but we have been told that we

w |l accept comments on that project right now as

well. So those are probably your best avenues to

comment on the data center i ssue.

But, yes -- and I'll just throw out that

| know there's a |lot of frustration in the | ocal

community with the way that the data center stuff

has been handl ed. W can't speak to that as the

Comm ssi on, but we do not sign NDAs. And we are

here to listen to you, and thank you for providing

that i nput, as, you know, all of it is very

important. So thank you, again.

And we'll nove on to whoever is next,

Saar ah.

M5. SAARAH MAXON: I f anybody el se woul d

i ke to comment or ask a question, please feel

to. If you're in Wbex, hit the raise hand

free
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function, or if you're dialing in, hit *3.

MS. EM LY JOHNSON: Wil e we have a

m nute here, with -- | don't see anyone's hand up
yet, I will -- let's go back to the slide with ny
contact information, and I'll also read that off.

Thank you. M/ email, again, Emly, E-MI-L-Y, dot
Johnson, J-OHNS-ON, 1, @tate.m.us. And ny
nunber is 651-539-1023. Feel free to call ne, emil
me any time with questions about the process. |I'm
happy to help you in any way | can.

W'l give it a couple nore m nutes here.
' msure there are probably other people who woul d
like to comment. So if we -- if you would IiKke,
just press *3 if you're on the phone to show t hat
you want to speak, or raise your hand, if you' re on
Webex, down at the bottom where it says "raise."

M5. SAARAH MAXON: And I'll just say that
if we don't have any new fol ks that want to comment
or ask questions and you've already provided a
comment or asked questions, feel free to raise your
hand or hit *3 as well. W've got, it seens, plenty
of tinme to hear from everyone.

Thanks, Maggie. |'mgoing to unnute you
on ny end.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: Can you restate and
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spell your nane agai n when you cone on?

M5. MAGE E SCHUPPERT: Sure, yeah. And |
appreciate it, and thank you for letting make take
up a little nore tine. W©Maggi e Schuppert,
MA-GGI-E, SCGCHUP-P-E-ERT.

And, | guess, just given the time, | just
sort of wanted to maybe return to Linda's question,
which | think -- | think, if I"'minterpreting
correctly, was a question really how this |ine
upgrade -- and perhaps future |ine upgrades -- put
to the Arrowhead - Weston line -- | realize that's
maybe not on the table right now, but it seens I|ike
it was a question about how this would affect
ratepayers and folks in the region generally.

And to -- also, maybe, to uplift one of
the points that Steve nmade, which is soneone el se
asked a simlar question and it wasn't really
answered. So, yeah, | guess if soneone could
address that question directly, that would be great.

MR. CHRI STI AN WNTER  Thank you. Yes,
can respond to that. This is Christian Wnter with
M nnesot a Power .

Il will just -- | just want to nake sure
everybody knows where to go for the information. So

that's why | do want to point you to the application
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in Section 2.4., right, where the costs are
di scussed. There's di scussi on about M SO cost
allocation in Section 2.4.3.1.

So for this project, because of the way
that it was approved under the M SO tariff and the
regi onal benefits that M SO was abl e to denonstrat e,
the costs of the project wll be spread out across
that eight- or nine-state region that you saw on the
front -- on the earlier slide with the Tranche 2.1
portfolio. And those costs will be spread out and
shared by all users of electricity in that region
according to the -- the anount of electricity that
t hey use.

So that's discussed in nore nuance in the
application, and you can see exactly what
percentages are allocated to different | ocal
bal anci ng authority areas, different subregions
wthin that area. | can tell you for M nnesota
Power, in Table 5 in Section 2.4.3.1 of the
application, our share of the cost, the total cost
of this project and the LRTP portfolio, is about
2 percent of the total cost.

So if we go on in that sane section,
Subsection 2.4.3.2 on rate inpacts to M nnesota

Power custoners, there is a table of the esti mated

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Arrowhead Project - 25-111 25-112 - Virtual - 4-9-26 57

retail rate inpacts. Wich is an indicative
estimate of the rate inpacts because rates are
determ ned in a separate and subsequent proceeding.
But the indicative rate inpact, based on what we
know about the project as of the tine of the
application, for the average residential customer --
residential rate class, this is just for M nnesota
Power, that 2 percent that | was tal king about, the
average inpact for a residential custoner on their
nmonthly electricity bill is about $0.81 in the

m drange cost of the project, to $0.94 in the upper
range.

That's, again, average residential
electricity user, nonthly inpact about $0.81 from
M nnesota Power's 2 percent share of the cost of the
project. Which, again, is subject to cost
al l ocation across that whol e regi on of M SO

M5. SAARAH MAXON: And, yeah, Maggi e,
"Il give you another second to respond if you want
or to ask foll owup questions.

But to Maggi e and Linda or anybody who
wants hel p finding where the application is on the
website or if you can't find it on the website,
pl ease reach out directly to Emly, and we can help

you navigate to the application to the section that
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Christian was just speaking about. So just |et us
know i f you need that help.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: And, again, the
application is available at the local libraries to
the project. |If you would |ike informati on about
where those are | ocated, you can al so contact ne.

The application is very lengthy. It is
about -- gosh, | don't even know, it's got to be
i ke 1,000 pages. The Applicants woul d know nore.
But so we can al ways provi de physical copies, or if
you're interested in specific sections, | can
al ways, you know, mail you physical copies of
specific sections as well, so just reach out to ne.

We al so have an accessibility coordi nator

with the Public Wilities Conmm ssi on who can al so

work with you on those issues as well. So just
reach out to ne. |'m happy to hel p.

M5. SAARAH MAXON: [I'msorry if this is
loud on ny end. | live by a train.

But, Maggie, | just want to | eave it
open. |If you do want to ask any foll ow up
questions, you still have the ability to unnmute
yourself. If not, no worries, and we can go on to

t he next person.

M5. MAGE E SCHUPPERT: No, | appreciate
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that, and no further questions. And | really was
just trying to, sort of, uplift what | thought
others -- you know, | had | ooked at the application,
and | see that section.

But | just -- you know, | think to
Emly's point, I would also like to uplift that,

i ke, sone of this stuff is quite indecipherable
even if you have seen the application. And so just
when fol ks ask those kind of questions, | think it's
just hel pful to -- whether it be in this kind of
forumor going forward, right, to help, sort of,

f ol ks deci pher the neaning of sone of this stuff.

Just given what we're seeing in terns
of -- like, frankly, that there's -- | think even
reflected in this neeting -- quite a bit of distrust
circulating, and | think there's nore that we can
all do to address that. So, yeah, thank you.

M5. EM LY JOHANSON: Yeah.

M5. SAARAH MAXON: Yeah. W appreciate
that, Maggi e, and we appreci ate you speaki ng up.
And, of course, like, we're here to answer questions
or help in any way we can.

Sorry, Emly. | didn't nean to cut you
of f.

M5. EM LY JOHNSON: That's okay.
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Yeah. Maggi e, we acknow edge that there
is alot of |ocal distrust and frustration
surrounding a |l ot of the issues going on right now.
So, thank you. Thank you for be willing to come on
and speak. And, again, just reiterating, just
contact us. That's what we're here for. It's our
job. W' re happy to answer questions or put you in
contact wth people who can answer them better than
we can, who know the project better.

Ckay. Let's see, there's a nunber -- oh,
okay.

MS. SAARAH MAXON: We have a nunber
starting with 218. So since you dialed in, | think
you have to hit *6 to unnmute yourself.

MS. KELLY HOLTE: Can you hear ne?

MS. SAARAH MAXON: Yes, we can hear you.

MS. KELLY HOLTE: This is Kelly Holte,
K-E-L-L-Y, HOL-T-E.

When you say that $0.81 to $0.94 to the
average residential custoner, is that per nonth or
per kilowatt-hour or per what?

MR CHRI STI AN W NTER: H o --

MS. KELLY HOLTE: For the increased rate.

MR. CHRI STIAN WNTER: -- Ms. Holte, |

can clarify that. That is per nonth on the average
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residential utility bill.

M5. KELLY HOLTE: Gkay. Thank you.

MS. SAARAH MAXON: Thanks for your
question, Kelly.

Anybody el se have comments or questions?
Feel free to raise your hand or hit *3 if you dial ed
in on the phone.

Whi |l e people are thinking, in case
they're thinking of a potential question or comrent,
maybe 1'1l bring things back to the slide that we
have here, just tal king about sone of the topics
we're | ooking for coments on.

The first question was, Are there
potential human and environnental inpacts, unique
characteristics, or mtigation nmeasures, including
route alternatives, for the proposed project needing
further devel opnent in an EA addendunf

The second question was, Are there
practical nethods to mnimze, mtigate, or avoid
potential i1inpacts that the Conm ssion should incl ude
as conditions in a draft permt? And the final
question was, Are there other ways to neet the
stated need for the project instead of the proposed
transmssion line; and if so, what alternatives to

t he project should be studi ed?
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You don't have to comment on these
topics. Cbviously, we'll accept coments on
anything, but if you do have anything related to
these topics as well, that would be great, or
questi ons.

M5. EMLY JOHNSON: | will also just note
that the slides will also be avail able on our
eDockets filing systemas part of the record after
this neeting. And everything said in this neeting,
as well as the other neetings we've held this week
that were in person, is transcribed by a court
reporter. And all of those neeting transcriptions
w ll be avail able, when the court reporter is done
conpiling them on the eDockets filing system as
well. So, again, if you need help accessing that,
that's what we're here for, too, so reach out. If
you want physical copies mailed to you of the slides
or -- just let us know.

' m not seeing any hands yet or any
comments in the chat.

MS. SAARAH MAXON: And just a quick
rem nder, in case people have forgotten, if you're
dialing in on the phone, to raise your hand, you
have to hit -- select *3. |If you're on Wbex, you

just could hit the hand to rai se your hand.
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M5. EMLY JOHNSON: I'mstill not seeing
any hands raised, but we'll give it another mnute.
W have -- we do have plenty of tine. So we can
stay until 8:00, but if nobody is going to comment,
then | don't want to just sit here. So if we give
it anot her couple m nutes and nobody raises their
hand, we mght just end early. So -- but, of
course, if you'd |like to, just put your hand up or
press *3 if you're on the phone. W would |love to
hear from you.

Ckay. I'mstill not seeing any hands
rai sed. Again, you can always reach out to us with
any questions. That's what we're here for. If you

want to send ne an enmail with your comments, you

can. |If you want to go on our website and comment,
you can do it that way. |If you want to send ne
physical mail, I will file that to the record as
wel | .

So I'mstill not seeing any hands rai sed.

| think we can nove to the |ast slide here, and that

w |l be your |ast chance. |If you want to raise your
hand while I'"mtalking, we'll get to you right after
that. Oherwise, we'll end the neeting.

But sone inportant rem nders: Comments

wll be available to the public on our eFiling
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docket system The Conm ssion does not edit or
del ete personal identifying informati on from

subm ssions. So keep that in m nd when you submt
your comrents.

And the witten coment period cl oses on
April 23rd, 2026. And, again, all -- everything
that was said at this neeting is going to be
included in the record through the court reporter's
transcript, and that's available publicly. So if
you want to go back and review any of the neetings,
you may do so when that's posted.

So I'mstill not seeing any hands, so |
think we will go ahead and end the neeting there.
But thank you so nuch for attending tonight and
taking the tine out of your day to be here. W
really appreciate it, and | encourage you to pl ease
contact us anytine. And thank you, again. Have a
great night.

M5. SAARAH MAXON: Thank you, everyone.

(Public coment concl uded.)
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