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MR. JANEZI CH Good evening. Wlcone to
the neeting on the Oto Tap Transm ssion Project.

My nane is Craig Janezich, and | work for the PUC

This is the first of two neetings
concerning this project. The second neeting wll
occur in person tonorrow at the G to Townshi p Town
Hal | .

Just a brief overview for the neeting.
First, 1'll go through some of the introductory
slides; GRE will go ahead and describe the project.
And ny col | ege, Suzanne, will provide infornation on
the permt review process. Last, we wll open the
fl oor for questions and conments.

Just a quick few ground rules. Be
respectful of one another. You know, reasonable
peopl e can di sagree. Also, please take turns. W
have a court reporter, and it's inportant we get the
information in the record.

The purpose of this neeting is to receive
public input and conpile a record for the
Commi ssion's permt decision. You can participate
by providing conments or asking questions of PUC
staff about the process or the Applicants about the
project. Your coments wll help the Comm ssi on

make deci sions about the permit and possible permt
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condi ti ons.

A brief overview of the PUC. W regul ate
electric, natural gas, and landline utilities. W
al so issue site and route permts for |arge
electrical facilities. Just there's five
conmi ssi oner, who are appointed by the governor, who
ultimately decide on the permit; and no two
conmi ssioners can be of the sane political party.

" mgoing to go ahead and turn it over to
the Applicants now so they can present their
pr oj ect .

MR. STROHFUS: Thank you. Thank you,
Craig.

Next slide, please.

H . Again, ny nane is Mark Strohfus.
l"mwith G eat River Energy. This project is a
joint project between G eat Ri ver Energy and Lake
Regi on El ectric Cooperative. Geat River Energy
wll owm 2.9 mles of new 115 kV transm ssion |ines.
Lake Region Electric Cooperative wll own a new Qto
Substation directly south of the existing Oto
Substation. We'll look at a map and tal k about that
alittle bit nore.

| have M ke Kawl ewski on the line. M ke

is an engi neer for Lake Region Electric Cooperative.
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| have other staff in the room including Madal ynn
Brendon, who is the |land rights agent; Chuck
Lukkarila, he's the project nanager; and we have
Cody Bauer, who is our attorney that hel ps us

t hrough thi s whol e process.

Next slide, please.

So the blue Iine here gives the | ocation
of where we're proposing to build this new 115 kV
transm ssion line. At the bottomof the picture you
can see the Oto Substation. W would build our --
we're proposing to build our 115 kV transni ssion
line on the west side of 470th Avenue there, and
then on the south side of 410 Street. It will cross
over Hi ghway 10 and interconnect into an existing
GRE 115 kV transmission line at a new switch there.

Next slide, please.

Wiy are we doing this? WIlIl, Lake Region
El ectric Cooperative is trying to inprove the
reliability of their service. The existing
substati on has served off a | ower voltage |line that
is not as reliable -- is not expected to be as
reliable as a 115 kV line. And, of course, we're
seeing a lot of increase in electrification, so
we're planning on growth with this 115 kV

transm ssion |ine.
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Next slide, please.

As part of our application devel opnent,
we are, again, applying for a route permt
application with an Environnental Assessnment to the
Public Utilities Comm ssion. W have submtted that
application, and it's avail able on the Departnent
of -- or the Public Uilities Comm ssion's web page
and eDocket systemto | ook at.

So as we first begin devel oping a
project, we take a | ook at our napping systens,
identify a logical location for the transm ssion
line. And in this particular case, it was fairly
sinple, as we saw in an earlier nmap.

Then we reach out to | andowners.
Landowners, sonetinmes we reach out to themw th an
open house neeting. This -- because this particul ar
proj ect has only one, two, three, four, five -- five
directly inpacted | andowners by the transm ssi on
line location itself, we nmade phone calls to them
sent letters to all of the folks on the route,

i ncl udi ng the people on the opposite sides of the
r oad.

We al so contact a | ot of state and

federal agencies. You can see here the DNR, Fish &

Wlidlife, MIDOT -- MhDOT will be involved in this,
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because we cross over their highway -- Soil and

Wat er Conservation District, the Departnent of Ag,
State Historic Preservation Ofice, there's an

ext ensi ve process working through the tri bal
governnents and historic tribes within the state,
and then, lastly, the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers.

Next sli de.

So after we get input fromall these
agencies, we're able to create our application, and
then we also wite the Environnental Assessnent.
This is a fairly new process. In the past we woul d
submt an application; and the Departnent of
Commerce, now part of Public Uilities Comm ssion,
would wite the EA, or the Environnental Assessnent.

Movi ng forward, under new state statutes
we wite the Environnental Assessnment. So that's
contained in Chapter 6 of the route permt
application. And basically sone of the things that
we see as i npacts are, you know, additiona
right-of-way that needs to be entertained. W'l
talk a little bit nore about the right-of-way. And
ways we nmitigate that are by paralleling roads,
because then we can overlap half of that -- al nost
half of that right-of-way fromthe roadway

ri ght - of - way.
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The project itself primarily crosses
agricultural properties. The properties across the
street, there are several residential properties.

If we were to build the Iine over there, we would
have to clear trees that are screening themfromthe
road view. So generally we try to avoid taking
people's trees fromtheir front yard, if we can at
all do that.

115 kV systens are conpatible with
center-pivot irrigation systens. There are several
of those along the way here. As | nmentioned, it
avoi ds all but one residential parcel, and have had
conversations wth that one | andowner; and because
their house was set further back, they were okay
wth the project.

Al ong the entire proposed route we have
here, there's existing distribution |ines. Qur pl an
woul d be to overtake those distribution lines. W
woul d bury those, and then -- except for at one
| ocation, there's a high-pressure natural gas |ine
crossing 470th. So the distribution |ine would have
to cone up over head, probably, for a span -- a
singl e span of two pol es.

There's mnimal tree clearing. Most of

it's, again, cleared I and for agricultural purposes.
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There's sone wetl ands, but we should easily be able
to span those wetlands. And we'll do daytine
construction to avoid noi se i npacts after hours.

Next sli de.

So once we finish this process with the
Public Utilities Conmm ssion and they issue us a
route permt, we wll send our | and agent out here,
Madal ynn Brendon, and she wi |l have conversati ons
with each of the directly affected | andowners, and
she'll talk about things |ike the easenent. The
easenent we're requesting for this is 100 feet w de,
50 feet on each of the centerline.

As | nentioned, half of that -- roughly
half of that will overlap the road right-of-way. So
we're | ooking for typically sonewhere between 50 to
55 feet fromprivate | andowners for new
right-of-way. She'll have conversations, answer any
questions about the easenent itself. W'IlI| present
an offer and docunent -- and easenent docunent. And
then, fromthere on, we'll negotiate with the
| andowners on those conditions and paynents.

Eventual | y, once that's put together,
then we'll have conversations around any tree
renoval again that m ght need to happen on

particul ar properties, nmintenance practices, and
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construction -- any feedback on construction
activities.

Next sli de.

Once the construction -- once we get
t hrough the easenent process, construction's about
to begin, we wll again contact the | andowners, |et

t hem know t hat, hey, we're going to cone up and

start working. W'Ill have to send surveyors out,
we'l |l stake out property lines, right-of-way, and
structure locations. W'I|l do the tree clearing.

And we set the poles, string the lines, and energize
the line. And then we'll cone back and do
right-of-way restoration, followed up by a letter
back to each of the affected | andowners asking if

they are satisfied with the right-of-way restoration

wor k.

Next slide, please.

This is our contact information. Again,
l'm Mark Strohfus. | will be working on the
permtting issues. |f you have any questions

regarding the permts, you can certainly reach out
to me and Suzanne or Craig fromthe Public Utilities
Conmi ssi on.

Madal ynn is our land rights person. So

if you have any questions about the easenents or,
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really, she can handl e any ot her question that you
m ght have. That's her contact infornation there.

Thank you.

MR. JANEZI CH. Thank you for the
overvi ew, project overview, Mark.

When t he Conmm ssion does decide on the
permt, we consider potentially human and
envi ronnental inpacts and how they can be reduced or
mtigated. Many of those ideas cone from conments
during the comment process. So it's really
i mportant that folks participate, if they have ideas
that could mtigate sone potential inpacts.

Shoul d the permt be issued, the
applicant nust conpile filing requirenents before
construction, which will be reviewed by PUC staff to
ensure that construction is consistent with the
project presented to the public and permtted by the
PUC. They're also responsible for nonitoring site
restoration when the project is conplete.

My last slide is provide the tentative
schedule for the project. W anticipate that in
January the Commi ssion will decide if an addendumto
the EA is necessary, based on the feedback we
receive; and we'll issue a draft site permt. That

draft site permt does not allow the project to go
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forward. It's a draft that the public, the
Applicants, and the ALJ can work off of.

During the winter-spring of 2026 we'll be
back with an Admi nistrative Law Judge. W'Il|l hold
publ i c hearings, which will provide you anot her
opportunity to provide comments and weigh in on the
project. Based on your comments and the record, the
judge will provide a report to the Comm ssion in the
spring-sumer of 2026. And then the Conm ssion w ||
use this report and the record to nake a fina
deci sion on the issuance of a permt in the spring
or summer of 2026.

"Il go ahead and hand it off to Suzanne.

MS. STEI NHAUER:  Thanks, Craig.

| am Suzanne St ei nhauer. l"malso with
the Public Uilities Comm ssion. | amthe
envi ronnental review nmanager for the project. So

kind of building off of what Craig had on the | ast
slide wth the schedul e, as you pointed out, we're
pretty early in the process; and there's several
addi tional m |l estones before the Conmm ssion nakes
its final permt decision.

The next mlestone, after this coment
period cl oses on Decenber 18th, is the Comm ssion's

determ nati on on whet her an EA addendum i s needed
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and then what the draft permt should | ook Iike.

Next slide, please.

So the first question: |Is an EA addendum
necessary? So | think Mark tal ked about this. But
by | aw applications nust include an Environnent al
Assessnent, EA, that includes infornmation on
potential human and environnental inpacts and ways
to mtigate those i npacts. As Mark referenced, that
information is in Chapter 6 of the application.

One of the things that we're | ooking for
here fromyou tonight are conments on potenti al
i npacts and mtigation neasures that need further
devel opnent in an EA addendum and mght ultimately
be i ncorporated as permt conditions.

Mar k tal ked about some of the inpacts
that they're seeing. And so we're | ooking for
informati on on other inpacts that could -- maybe we
can build nore infornmation on.

Next slide, please.

So then the second decision wll be:

What does the draft permt |ook |like? A draft
permt identifies where and how the permttee can
construct the project. As Craig nentioned, it
doesn't allow the Applicants to construct the

project, but provides a starting point for
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Comm ssi on consi derati on.

We have in the record avail abl e on
eDockets a sanple permt with standard permt
conditions for transm ssion projects. Some of the
condi tions include defining a route width where the
right-of-way can be | ocated and alignnent, which
side of the road the structure should be on. They
also require third-party nonitoring that reports to
t he Comm ssion during construction. Quidance on
construction near surface waters and wetl ands.

Your comments, the public coments that
we receive tonight and then during the witten
comment period, help us devel op special conditions
and refine these standard conditi ons.

Next slide, please.

So how to comment. W can take your

verbal comments at tonight's neeting and then at

tonmorrow s neeting at the Oto Town Hall -- the Qto

Township Hall. After that, we need to get coments
in witing. You can conmment online at the
Conmmi ssion's website. You can send an email or
regular U S. Mail. The comment period ends on
Decenber 18th of 2025.

So, again -- we'll cone back to this, but

if we don't get comments tonight or tonorrow night,
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there's still an opportunity to provide witten
comments. And those just need to be in by
Decenber 18t h.

Next slide, please.

So, again, what we're | ooking -- one of
t he questions that we have is: Wat potential human
envi ronnental inpacts of the proposed project are
not adequately addressed in the Environnental
Assessnent portion of the application? These could
i nclude are there inpacts on agriculture that you
don't feel are very well defined or other things
t hat you've thought of that you m ght want us to
devel op nore? Wat about inpacts on wildlife? Wat
woul d be the safety inpacts, both to construction
workers and to the public? Wat does the project
|l ook Iike? Howtall are the poles? |Is there any
screeni ng around the substation? Things |ike that.

So we're aware that construction of any
physical facility wll have inpacts. Sonme of these
are unavoi dabl e, but we want to make sure there's
enough i nformati on that the Comm ssion can nmake an
i nformed deci si on.

So next slide.

So, again, we're also | ooking for

informati on on ways to mnimze, mtigate, or avoid
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potential i1npacts fromthe proposed project that we
shoul d | ook at further. Exanples could include
determ ni ng where the alignnent of the project is,

| ooking at alternative routes or route segnents.
One thing that we see -- | don't think we're going
to see with this project, but sonetines transm ssion
lines may cross snowmobile trails, so we'll ask the
Applicants to coordinate with the | ocal snowrobil e
clubs so they'll have enough tine to develop their
maps and make sure the next season that's

comruni cated. Are there specific construction
techniques for portions of the project? Are there
addi tional natural resource surveys that need to be
done?

So, again, know ng that any project in
t he physical world will have inpacts, what are ways
that we can mnimze or avoid those inpacts? And we
woul d address those further in either an EA addendum
and possibly as a special condition.

Next slide, please.

So this is just a summary slide. It
condenses the previous slides. So if you want -- we
tal ked a | ot about what we're | ooking for as far as
coments, but | want to reiterate that we're al so

here to try to answer questions that people may have
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about the project or about the process.

So we'll open things up for coment in
just a mnute, but I want to go over quickly, kind
of reiterating sone of the etiquette. |If we could
get the next slide, please. Yeah, that one.

So we'll get started wth questions and
comments. So we do have a court reporter here, and
they are keeping a record of our conversation. So
pl ease take a mnute to state and spell your first
and | ast nane, and speak |loudly and clearly so that
the court reporter can hear you and we have an
accurate record.

Craig tal ked about this earlier, but
mai ntain respect for others. Reasonabl e people can
di sagree. There nmay be differences of opinion about
t he proposed project. That's why there is a review
process and why we're out here and want to hear from
everyone.

So to ensure that everyone can be heard,
please Iimt your initial comments to a few m nutes.
| don't think that will be a problemw th the nunber
of folks we have in the audience. And if there's
tinme afterward, after everyone has gone through
once, you'll have an opportunity to speak again.

I think we'll |eave this slide up,
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because it gives you sone information on howto --
how to comment. You can raise your hand, which is
at the bottom of the screen there, and Craig w |
unmute you. You can al so put your conments in the
chat, and we'll read themor we'll try to unmute you
t here.

So that being said, we'll open things up
for comments. Please, you know, raise your hand,
send us a chat.

MR. JANEZICH. So far no one has signed
up to participate. But naybe folks are still
working on that, figuring out the technol ogy. But,
again, yeah, if you're on the phone, press star 3.
Al though | don't think anybody is participating via
phone. But the other option is to use the comment
back in the | ower right-hand corner of the Wbex

screen or you can go ahead and rai se your hand if

you have questions as well. And, of course,
tomorrow we w Il have an open house at 5: 30 and the
meeting wll begin at 6:00, if fol ks would rather

prefer to cone in person and partici pate that way.
MR, STRCOHFUS: Just to el aborate on what

Craig has said, Geat R ver Energy staff wll be

there. W'Il|l have the town hall set up at 5:30, if

you just want to cone in and have sone genera
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conversations around us; and then this process wl|
be repeated at that point in tine as well.

MR. JANEZICH  Yeah, it will be the
sane -- it will be the sane exact presentation, sane
information. And if you offer comments here, you
know, you don't have to offer them the sane
comments, at the next neeting. |If you have nore to
add, of course, you're always wel cone to provide
t hose comments as well. So...

MS. STEI NHAUER: Not seei ng anyone. Are
you, Craig?

MR JANEZICH: |I'mnot. No, |'m not
seei ng anybody. And | think there's only a couple
of folks. So..

MS. STEI NHAUER: So comments goi ng once.
Comments going twice. Third call for comrents. |I'm
not seeing any.

So | think we want to thank you for your
time tonight. And, please, we |look forward to
seei ng nmaybe sone -- hopefully sone peopl e tonorrow
at the open house. | think -- do we have that fina
slide that reiterates the comment deadline?

So comments will be nmade available to the
public on eDockets. Rem nder that the Comm ssion

doesn't edit or del ete personal -identifying
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informati on fromthe subm ssions. And, again, the
witten comment period closes at 4: 30 on
Decenber 18th.

So thanks very nuch for your time, and |
think we will close the neeting.

Does that work for you, Craig?

MR. JANEZI CH  Yeah. Thanks, everybody,
for attending. W appreciate your tinme.

MR STROHFUS: Yes.

MS. STElI NHAUER  Thank you. Bye.

MR, STROHFUS: Thank you.

MR. JANEZI CH. Bye- bye.

(Of the record.)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Angie D. Threl keld, do hereby

certify that the above and foregoing transcript,

consi sting of the preceding 20 pages is a
correct transcript of ny stenographic notes,
a full, true and conplete transcript of the
proceedings to the best of ny ability.

Dat ed Decenber 8, 2025.

ANG E D. THRELKELD
Court Reporter

and is
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