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Canyou please file the attached comment in docket 25-2147? | wasn’t expecting comments

addressed to me and | inadvertently overlooked this.

From: Dingle, Sandi <sandi.dingle@metc.state.mn.us>

Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 4:53 PM

To: Steinhauer, Suzanne (PUC) <suzanne.steinhauer@state.mn.us>

Cc: Sherman, Tod (DOT) <tod.sherman@state.mn.us>; Deb Barber
<Deb.Barber@metc.state.mn.us>; Mackenzie Young-Walters <Mackenzie.Young-

Walters@metc.state.mn.us>; ReviewsCoordinator <ReviewsCoordinator@metc.state.mn.us>

Subject: MPUC EA Blue Lake Battery Energy Storage Admin Review 23164-1

You don't often get email from sandidingle@metc.state.mn.us. Learn why this is important

This message may be from an external email source.

Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security

Operations Center.

The attached letter is being sent to you electronically on 1/14/2026.

Sandi Dingle

Program Technical Specialist | Regional Planning
sandi.dingle@metc.state.mn.us

P.651.602.1312 | C. 651.329.0373

390 North Robert Street | St. Paul, MN | 55101 | metrocouncil.org

connecTwitHus [l ) & B

L=li L=t ]


mailto:sandi.dingle@metc.state.mn.us
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:suzanne.steinhauer@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
mailto:sandi.dingle@metc.state.mn.us
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.metrocouncil.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cconsumer.puc%40state.mn.us%7Cf51189c72ce64d16165608de5903197d%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C639046067157599494%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EUdrOpBvp2K9gS5xzGouOCpOtdiiu5QE6MVW9dEDrEA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMetropolitanCouncil&data=05%7C02%7Cconsumer.puc%40state.mn.us%7Cf51189c72ce64d16165608de5903197d%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C639046067157624977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W9cOMaTRf21DflPKoE3ZruQFQziHJ8%2BRSQk2aGj7Y4s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2F%23!%2Fmetcouncilnews&data=05%7C02%7Cconsumer.puc%40state.mn.us%7Cf51189c72ce64d16165608de5903197d%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C639046067157643256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EAuJQrp%2BgNejzWsrX5f54iqTP8uqSFmQ6OTN0BXZT6c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FMetropolitanCouncil&data=05%7C02%7Cconsumer.puc%40state.mn.us%7Cf51189c72ce64d16165608de5903197d%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C639046067157660710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nkKrLbC5GSOHfFlJliklgRZneP4rUlVH6vHORPN2PYU%3D&reserved=0
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNORGMETC/subscribers/new?preferences=true

A

METROPOLITAN
couUNGIL
















A

METROPOLITAN
C o UNGZ CIlL

January 14, 2026

Suzanne Steinhauer, Commission Representative
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101-2147

RE: Minnesota Public Utilities Commission — Environmental Assessment (EA) — Blue
Lake Battery Energy Storage EA
Metropolitan Council Review File No. 23164-1
Metropolitan Council District 4

Dear Suzanne Steinhauer:

The Metropolitan Council received the EA for the Blue Lake Battery Energy Storage project in
Shakopee on December 23, 2025. The proposed project is located south of the Blue Lake
Wastewater Treatment Plant, between CR 101 E and Hwy 169. The proposed project consists of
an 11.9-acre site for a 135.5 MW battery energy storage system with associated infrastructure
(inverters, transformers, electoral feeder lines, project substation, stormwater BMPs, fencing,
etc.)

The staff review finds that the EA is complete and accurate with respect to regional concerns
and does not raise major issues of consistency with Council policies.

We offer the following comments for your consideration.

Item 4.7.2 — Geology and Groundwater (Lila Franklin, 651-602-1179)

The project site falls on an area with a "very fast" infiltration rating as shown on the Scott County
Atlas Map from 2006 (most recent map available.) It indicates that the estimated vertical travel
time for water to move from the land surface to a depth of 10 feet would take hours to weeks. If
that water is carrying pollutants, it could rapidly impact groundwater quality. Consider taking
extra precautions on this side to avoid contamination, especially during the construction phase of
this project when land is being disturbed and construction related pollutants could be rapidly
introduced to groundwater.

Item 4.7.9 — Climate Change (MacKenzie Young-Walters, 651-602-1373)

Consider replacing areas where non-native vegetation is removed with native vegetation, which
tends to be more resistant to the impacts of climate change and can assist with stormwater
management.

Metropolitan Council (Regional Office & Environmental Services)
390 Robert Street North, Saint Paul, MN 55101-1805

P 651.602.1000 | F 651.602.1550 | TTY 651.291.0904
metrocouncil.org

An Equal Opportunity Employer





This concludes the Council’s review of the EA. The Council will not take formal action on the EA.
If you have any questions or need further information, please contact MacKenzie Young-
Walters, Principal Reviewer, at 651-602-1373 or via email at MacKenzie.Young-
Walters@metc.state.mn.us.

Sincerely,

, --%L/,d@\“

Angela R. Torres, AICP, Senior Manager
Local Planning Assistance

CC: Tod Sherman, Development Reviews Coordinator, MNnDOT - Metro Division
Deb Barber, Metropolitan Council District 4
MacKenzie Young-Walters, Sector Representative/Principal Reviewer
Reviews Coordinator
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