
 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

 
January 3, 2024 

Will Seuffert               —Via Electronic Filing— 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

Re: SCOPING COMMENTS 
PROPOSED 345 KV BROOKINGS COUNTY – LYON COUNTY AND HELENA – 

HAMPTON SECOND-CIRCUIT PROJECT 
DOCKET NOS. E002/CN-23-200 (Certificate of Need); E002/TL-08-1474 
(Minor Alteration) 

Dear Mr. Seuffert: 

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or 
Company), submits these comments in response to the Commission’s Notice of Public 
Information and Environmental Report Scoping Meetings issued in connection with 
the proposed 345 kilovolt (kV) Brookings County – Lyon County and Helena – 
Hampton Second-Circuit Project (Project). These comments correct information in the 
Minor Alteration application related to electric and magnetic fields (EMF). These 
comments also provide additional information in response to a question raised at the 
Lakeville scoping meeting regarding the CapX2020 Brookings Owners’1 easement 
rights. 

EMF Data Errata 

Xcel Energy recently identified errors in the EMF data reported in Table 3-4 of the 
Minor Alteration application, which differed from the (correct) data in the EMF report 
included as Appendix B to the Minor Alteration application. Table 3-4 of the Minor 
Alteration application projected that, post-Project, the maximum milligauss (mG) at the 
edge of the right-of-way would be 73 mG for the Brookings County to Lyon County 
segment (Western Segment) and 72 mG for the Helena to Hampton segment (Eastern 
Segment). Table 3-4 should have stated that the maximum magnetic field at the edge of 
the right-of-way is projected to be 47 mG and 48 mG for the Western and Eastern 
Segments, respectively. 

                                           
1  In addition to Xcel Energy, the CapX2020 Brookings Owners are Central Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, Great 
River Energy, Otter Tail Power Company, and Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency. 



  

Table 3-4 also incorrectly stated that the maximum electric field at the edge of the right-
of-way post-Project would be 0.8 kV per meter (kV/m) for the Western Segment and 
0.5 kV/m for the Eastern Segment. To be consistent with the EMF report included as 
Appendix B, Table 3-4 should have stated that, post-Project, the maximum electric field 
at the edge of the right-of-way is projected to be 0.4 kV/m for both the Eastern and 
Western Segments.  

The Company apologizes for these errors and appreciates the opportunity to correct 
the record. A corrected table is attached to these comments. 

Brookings Line Easement Rights 

At the Lakeville scoping meeting, a landowner inquired about the scope of the 
CapX2020 Brooking Owners’ rights to remove trees outside the easement area. 
Representatives from Xcel Energy explained that, in certain situations, trees outside the 
right-of-way can pose a risk of falling on the transmission line. They also explained that 
the CapX2020 Brookings Owners may need to remove these trees to prevent them 
from falling on the transmission line. The Company later identified the specific 
easement language in the easements that allows the removal of so-called danger trees. 
The language provides, “Grantor hereby grants to Grantee . . . the right to trim or 
remove any trees that are located adjacent to the Easement Area which may interfere 
with or otherwise endanger the Electric Lines by falling thereon or by otherwise striking 
the Electric Lines.” The Project requires no new easement rights; rights relative to 
danger trees adjacent to the easement area exist in the existing easements. The 
Company includes the easement language here to augment the record.   

Please contact me at monsherra.s.blank@xcelenergy.com or (214) 422-3672 if you have 
any questions regarding this filing. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Monsherra S. Blank 

MONSHERRA S. BLANK 
DIRECTOR, REGULATORY AND STRATEGIC ANALYSIS 

c:  Service Lists



 
Table 3-4 EMF Comparison from the Original Brookings Line to the Project  

Route 

Maximum at Edge Right-of-Way 

Electric Field Magnitude 
(kV/m) 

Magnetic Field Magnitude 
(milligauss) 

2008 Proposed 2008 Proposed 

Limit: 8 kV/m 9,040 mG^ 

Brookings County to Lyon County 0.6 0.84 34.7 7347 

Hampton to Helena 0.6 0.54 23.5 7248 

 
 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I, Michaelle Rogers-Lesch, hereby certify that I have this day served copies or 
summaries of the foregoing documents on the attached list(s) of person. 

 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped with 
postage paid in the United States Mail at Minneapolis, MN  

 

or 

xx electronic filing 

 

Docket Nos. 23-200 and 08-1474 

 

Dated this 3rd day of January 2024 

 

/s/ Michaelle Rogers-Lesch 

Legal Assistant to Brian Bell  
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