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JUDCGE MCKENZIE: So we will now convene
this public hearing. This is a public hearing In
the Matters of the Applications of Benton Sol ar,
LLC, for a Site Permt for the 100- negawatt Sol ar
Energy CGenerating System the 100-negawatt Storage
System and a Route Permt for the 115-kV
Hi gh- Vol t age Transni ssion Line Associated with the
Benton Solar Project. This is MPUC Docket Nunbers
GS- 23-423, TL-23-425, and ESS-24-283. This is Court
of Adm nistrative Hearings Docket Nunber
25- 2500- 40508.

VWl cone, everyone. Thank you for being
here this evening. M nane is Megan McKenzie. | am
an Adm ni strative Law Judge with the Court of
Adm ni strative Hearings. The Court of
Adm ni strative Hearings is an i ndependent entity of
state governnent that is not affiliated with the
Public Utilities Conm ssion, the Ofice of the
Attorney CGeneral, or any other state agency.

And the PUC has requested that a judge
fromthe Court of Adm nistrative Hearings preside
over the public hearings in this matter, the
evidentiary hearing in this matter, and then
eventual ly issue a report containing findings of

fact, conclusions of |law, and a reconmendati on on
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t he application.

So the purpose of this hearing is to
gat her public comments on the application and to
just gain input fromthe public about whether
this -- these applications should be approved or
not .

And so | will just ask that the
representatives fromthe parties introduce
t hensel ves for the court reporter. Please state and
spell your nane clearly, and let's start wth the
appl i cant, pl ease.

MR. M CAH REVELL: Good evening, Your
Honor. M/ nane is Mcah Revell, MI1-C A-H,
R-E-V-E-L-L. |1'"moutside counsel for the applicant,
Benton Sol ar, at Stinson.

MR. ADAM GRACI A: Good eveni ng, Your
Honor . My nane is Adam Gacia, A-DA-M
GRACGCI-A and I'mthe devel oper for the Benton
Sol ar project.

MR. ANTHONY BASS:. Good evening. Ant hony
Bass, A-NT-H O NY, B-A-S-S | " mthe seni or
proj ect manager supporting the engi neering and
construction for Benton Sol ar.

M5. ASHLEY NUNEZ: Good eveni ng. Ashley
Nunez, A-S-HL-E-Y, NUNEZ I|I'mthe fire safety
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engi neer for Benton Sol ar.

MR. CODY MACDONALD: Good evening. Cody
MacDonald, GO DY, MA-CD ONA-L-D environnental
proj ect manager for Benton Sol ar.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Okay. Very good.

Wiy don't we go then to the environnental
review PUC team M. H cks.

MR LOGAN HI CKS: Yes, Your Honor. M
name is Logan Hicks. |'mthe environnental review
manager for the project under the PUC.

MR. CEZAR PANAI T: And good eveni ng, Your
Honor. Cezar Panait, CE-Z-A-R P as in Paul,
A-N-A-I-T. |I'man engineer with the M nnesot a
Public Utilities Comm ssion, and |'mthe anal yst
assigned to work on the public review application
for this project.

JUDGE MCKENZIE: Al right. And for
L1 UNA.

MR. KEVIN PRANI S: Thank you, Your Honor.
Kevin Pranis, on behalf of LIUNA M nnesota and North
Dakota. We represent 14,000 construction | aborers
across M nnesota and North Dakota who work on
projects |ike Benton Sol ar.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: |s there anyone that |

m ssed for the parties?
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(No response.)

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Ckay. Then, why don't
we get started with the presentations by the
panelists, and we will start with the PUC.

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: Yes. Thank you, Your
Honor .

Good eveni ng, everyone, and thank you for
attendi ng tonight's public hearing of the M nnesota
Public Utilities Comm ssion on the application of
Benton Sol ar, LLC, for a 100-negawatt sol ar project
and for a 100-negawatt energy storage project, and
it also requires a short transm ssion line to
deliver power fromthe two projects to the grid.

On the screen, we have a table review
tineline of the various mlestones of the
application for the permt, and this project, in
particular, requires three permts fromthe
Comm ssion. It requires two site permts: A
separate one for the solar project; a separate, but
stand-al one, permt for the energy storage system
And, lastly, it requires a route permt for the
115-kilovolt transm ssion line.

And you can see on the screen various
stages that the application went through fromthe

time it was filed back in Septenber, and then the
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Conmmi ssi on accepted the applications. And the
applications I'"'mreferring to are plural because we
have two applications. There is a joint application
for the two site permts, and there is a separate
application for the route permt. That's why we
have three docket nunbers, as indicated in the
notice that went out, and al so the Power Poi nt
present ati on has the docket nunbers listed on the
front page.

We had the public information and
envi ronnental assessnent scopi ng neeting back on
January 14th. That was heard in Sauk Rapids, and
then we had a virtual hearing the next day.

Fornmerly Environnmental Review and
Anal ysis Unit conducted -- and Logan will talk about
that -- the environnmental assessnent for the project
and the date that the EA was issued recently. And
then we are here today, the bold rows in the table
indicate the future mlestones for the project. So
we'll have tonight's hearing, tonorrow virtual --
pardon me, tonight is a virtual one, and then we
have the in-person. And then there's an evidentiary
heari ng on Thursday, August 28th.

And then the comment period, which we'l|

mention about that a few-- a fewtines in tonight's
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presentati on, ends on Septenber 12th. And then the
judge will be submtting a report. And then within
60 days of that report being filed, the Comm ssion
will neet one last tinme and deliberate on the nerits
of the applications and deci de whether to issue the
permts that are being requested.

Just briefly, I wll not read the
entire -- this is a sunmary of -- when the
Conmi ssi on makes a deci si on whether to issue a
permt for an energy project, such as a solar or
w nd or route permt, they are guided by -- by the
requirements as found in Mnnesota Statute 216E, and
al so the Adm nistrative Rule 7850.

And these are sone of the general factors
that the Comm ssion | ooks at when deci di ng whet her
to i ssue those permts. And sone of the nore
i nportant ones that we |listed here just for brevity,
and this is not an all-inclusive |ist.

The Conm ssion | ooks to conserve
resources and mnim ze environnental inpacts that
are being caused by this project. Al so, mnimze
t he human settl enent and ot her | and-use conflicts.
And, ultinmately, to ensure an efficient, cost
effective, and secure power supply and el ectric

transm ssion infrastructure to neet the needs of the
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state and the neighboring states and the region as a
whol e.

And the next slide, basically, is the
same -- the sane slide, | should have included the
route permt in the previous one. Because the
factors, the consideration that the -- the statute
and rules are very simlar between site and route
permts, and the sane kind of factors are being
wei ghed when naki ng the deci sion by the Conm ssion.

Just a rem nder that we have an open
comrent period, and that conmment period went on ever
since we issued and sent out the notice for
tonight's hearing, which was i ssued on August 4th,
2025. And that coment period will end on
Sept enber 12th at 4:30 p.m

And we present here, |ike, three ways
t hat nmenbers of the public and any local or state or
f ederal governnent agencies can submt coments by.
Namely by electronic fornmat, accessing the website
of the Conmm ssion, and the website is listed on the
screen.

We al so receive e-nmail coments, and we
have an e-mail here -- generic -- that the comments
are guided to, which is consuner. PUC&t at e. . us.

And al so people could wite -- handwite coments or
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type comments and nmail themvia U S. Postal Service,
and our nailing address is listed here.

I n providing those comments, we would
li ke to ask people kindly to focus on sone of the
sane type of questions that we -- we issued in the
notice. And, nanely, if the Comm ssion should issue
a site permt for the proposed sol ar project,
whet her the Conmm ssion should issue a route permt
for the transmission line, and lastly, if granted,
what additional conditions or requirenents should
t he Conmmi ssion consider for inclusion in the site
and route permts.

If you would like to receive additional
i nformati on about the project or research what has
been filed in the docket, we have sone infornmation
here. There's various ways to access that
information. The nost direct and nost efficient one
woul d be for nenbers of the public to access the
eDocket system which is the Public Uilities
Conmm ssion electronic filing system W organize
the applications based on docket nunbers, simlar to
what the court -- the court does.

And we have assigned three docket
nunbers -- excuse ne -- and those docket nunbers

are, again, listed here. And if you are interested
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to comment on a particular of the three requests for
permt applications, you could do so. O you could
wite any of these docket nunbers on your commrents,
and they would get to the sane point. They are all
being filed together, and we consi der themtogether.
But, specifically, the 423 docket nunber, that
specifically applies to the site permt for the
solar facility, 425 applies to the energy storage
system and 283 applies to the route permt.

If you would like to receive e-mail
noti fication when new docunents are being filed in
this -- in this docket, you could subscribe by
accessing this link here. And then there are sone
pronpts, you add your e-nmil address on there, and
every tine there's a new docunent that arrives in
eDockets, you'll get a notification. And then --
wth alink on it and you click on the link, and it
takes you to that new docunent.

And when accessing the eFiling system
t he eDockets, this is an exanple on the right side
of the screen. Sorry, it's not legible, but this is
how -- the eDocket system page | ooks Iike.

Wth that, | will pass it over to ny
col | eague, Logan, to tal k about the environnental

assessnent .
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MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Yes. Thank you, Cezar.

Yeah. So ny nane is Logan Hicks. As I
said, I'mthe environnental review manager for the
project. It is ny job, | was tasked with witing
the environnental review for all aspects of this
project, that includes the solar facility itself,
the battery energy storage, and the HVIL line. W
anal yze the hunman and environnental i npacts.

So what we did is in January when we held
t hose scopi ng neetings, we |istened to what you guys
had to say, things that were inportant to you and
your concerns, and we addressed all that in the
envi ronnental assessnent. And with that, anytinme
we recogni ze an inpact, we either pointed to a
mtigation that's already in the standard permt or
we have added a special permt condition. And we
posted that as well, and those are all inside the
envi ronnental assessnent and can be read.

And, Cezar, if you go to the next slide,
pl ease.

So there you can see the availability of
the environnental assessnment. |It's available in all
those places. |It's a real docunent, it's physical,
and it's -- you can go read a hardcopy of it at the

St. Coud Library, at the G eat R ver Regiona
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Library if you're so inclined. |If not, we have it
online at our -- the Conmm ssion project website, as
you can see there. As Cezar said about the eDockets
website, it's also avail able there.

And if you are absolutely -- if you can't
make it out to the library but you really want a
physi cal copy, just e-nmail nme, and there's sone, you
know, available. W can definitely work sonething
out to try to get you guys a copy. You know, as
long as it's reasonable, we can try to, you know,
make that happen.

There you go. So also as a -- just a
heads-up, as Cezar said before, there is an open
comment period through the Septenber 12t h deadl i ne.
And if you see sonething in the environnental
assessnent that is nmaybe not up to snuff or you
t hi nk we m ssed sonet hing or overl ooked sonet hi ng, |
wll take comments on that still.

And you can use all of that -- that
slide, that comment slide, you can have any of that.
Or you can e-nail us right there directly as well,
and we'll also nake sure that gets into the docket
as well. So those e-nail addresses are fine, or you
coul d use that comment e-mail that Cezar had posted

earlier. Whatever works best for everyone.
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And | think that's all | have.

JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Thank you, M. Hicks.

MR. ADAM GRACI A: (Good eveni ng, everyone.
My name is Adam Gracia. | amthe devel oper for the
Benton Solar project. |I'ma project director with
Next Era Energy Resources, and the goal of our
presentation today is to provide a project overview,
as well as a tineline, ook at the benefits of the
project, and then, ultinately, answer any questions
that you all may have.

Next slide, please.

So a quick | ook at the agenda.

Next slide, please.

So Benton Solar, LLC, is a wholly-owned
i ndi rect subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources,
LLC, or NEER Next Era Energy Resources is the
worl d's | argest generator of renewable energy from
the wind and the sun, and al so an industry | eader in
battery energy storage. The Benton Sol ar project
w Il be owned and operated by Next Era Energy
Resour ces.

Next slide, please.

So this is a brief overview of the three
parts of the project that Cezar nentioned. So the

project is |located in Benton County, M nnesota,
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entirely wwthin M nden Township, and it's conposed
of three distinct parts. So first there is the
100- negawatt sol ar project; there is a 100-negawatt,
four-hour battery energy storage system which can
charge fromthe solar project or fromthe grid; and,
finally, a half-mle 115-kilovolt transm ssion |ine,
which wll connect both the solar project and the
battery storage project to the grid to the G eat
Ri ver Energy Benton County substation.

Next slide, please.

So here is a quick overview of our
project tineline. So we submtted our application
i n Septenber of 2024. As Cezar nentioned, it was
deened conplete in Decenber of |ast year. Qur next

maj or mlestone is procuring -- or continuing to

procure and conpl ete procurenent of all of our major

equi pnent by the end of this year, as well as we
expect to get a final decision fromthe Public
Uilities Comm ssion in Decenber. Pending approval
fromthe Public Utilities Conm ssion, we anticipate
starting construction in the second quarter of 2026,
and operational by the end of year 2027.

So this slide just highlights the
benefits of the project. So the Benton Sol ar sol ar

project represents a $300 mllion investnent in

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar, LLC Project - 23-423 24-283 23-425 - Virtual - 8-26-25 17

Bent on County. That incorporates the solar project,
the battery energy storage project, and the

transm ssion line. During construction, we expect
bet ween 150 to 300 tenporary construction jobs, as

well as two to three full-tine operation jobs that

will be in effect for the life of the project.

As | nentioned before, we wll be owning
and operating this project. So those two to three
full-time enployees wll be NextEra Energy Resources

enpl oyees living and working in the community or
near Benton Solar. During construction, we'll also
see other inpacts to | ocal businesses, hotels,
dining, grocery stores, et cetera as a result of the
construction activity in Benton County.

We al so have ongoi ng conpensation for
partici pating | andowners, and benefits that extend
beyond the participating | andowners in the form of
our annual production tax that we pay to Benton
County and to M nden Township. So we estinate about
$200, 000 a year will be paid to Benton County and
$50, 000 a year to M nden Township as a result of the
solar production tax that is dictated by the
M nnesot a Departnent of Revenue.

Battery storage al so inproves grid

stability and reliability. W'Il talk about that a
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little bit nore in a few slides. And then | ast but

not | east, one of the main benefits that we have for

this project is our continued contributions to | ocal
organi zati ons and our continued relationship wth
the community, not just through the devel opment
phase, but, again, through the life of the project.

Next slide, please.

So here is our prelimnary site plan. On

the left is the solar and battery energy sol ar
facility. | knowit's alittle bit small, but the
overview is on the -- the yell ow boundary i s our
project. The overall project footprint, it's about
950 acres. Wthin that project boundary, there are

about 600 acres that are utilized for the sol ar

portion of the project, and then about ten acres for

the battery energy storage systemon the eastern
part of the project.

The map on the right is show ng our
proposed transm ssion line route fromour coll ector
substation to the Geat R ver Energy Benton County
substation. Again, that's a 115-kV line with a
total length of 0.5 mes.

Next slide, please.

So the solar project, as | nentioned,

wll be a 100-negawatt solar project, utilizing

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar, LLC Project - 23-423 24-283 23-425 - Virtual - 8-26-25

19

approxi mately 600 acres, that includes the panels,
access roads, and the coll ector substation. W wll
utilize a tracking rack system neaning the angle of
t he panels will change throughout the day to
maxi m ze the efficiency of the panels.

D fferent parts of the array and all of
our panels wll be connected via buried
34.5-kilovolt collection |lines. These collection
lines will carry the power generated fromthe sol ar
panels to our collector substation. Qur collector
substation wll then step up the voltage from 34.5
kilovolts to 115 kilovolts, which will then go
through the transmssion line to the grid.

Next slide, please.

Again, this will be a one-half mle,
115-kilovolt transm ssion |ine connecting from our
coll ector substation to the G eat Ri ver Energy
Bent on County substation. Qur transmssion line is
entirely on private easenents through the -- Benton
Sol ar and Great R ver Energy.

The proposed height of structures are --
will be 55 and 95 feet above ground level, and with
an average span of 300 to 500 feet.

So the battery energy storage system

there are a |l ot of benefits to it, but it hel ps
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optimze the way the power grid delivers electricity
to custoners. So that cones with a sl ough of
benefits so it can help snpboth out fluctuations and
frequency in voltage. It also extends the nunber of
hours the renewabl e energy systemis operating,

SO -- or is providing power to the grid.

So, you know, during the day if the solar
field is producing a | ot of energy, but there isn't
a |lot of energy denmand, the battery energy storage
system can store that energy generated by the sol ar
facility. And then when the sun goes down and
ener gy demand goes up, we can discharge the battery
to provide that power onto the grid.

Next slide, please.

Safety is our nunber one priority when
desi gni ng both the solar and battery energy storage
system as well as the transmission line. Primarily
the safety of our nei ghbors, our enpl oyees, and the
general public are, again, our highest priority.

And this begins fromday one with our rigorous
industry testing and safety systens that are
desi gned within our battery energy storage
facilities.

It throughout -- will go on through the

life of the project through real-tinme tenperature
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managenent and detection, as well as constant
nmonitoring fromour renote operations control
center, which provides 24/7 coverage of the status
of all of our operating projects.

And then | ast but not |east cones from
engaging in first responders. So working with | ocal
first responders to develop and -- one, to educate
them on battery energy storage facilities and
devel op a nutual |y agreed upon energency action plan
so that all parties are aware of their
responsibilities with regard to safety of these
syst ens.

And here's a |list of sone the stakehol der
outreach that we've done throughout the devel opnent
of the project. This list is not exhaustive and
wll continue to grow as we continue to engage wth
| ocal stakeholders in the community, and continue to
find new partnershi ps for sponsorshi ps and
donations. As well as, you know, other
organi zati ons that we've becone nenbers of as we
continue to be a part of this community, again, not
just through the devel opnent of the project, but
t hrough construction and the full-tinme operation of
t he project.

Here's a brief overview of the
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construction tineline. You know, pending approval
fromthe Public Uilities Comm ssion, we would
expect to begin construction in the spring of 2026.
So this wll start with our -- the civil work and
site preparation.

And then followng that will be the
foundation installation, structural installation,
and equi pnent installation. So equipnent being the
sol ar panels and the inverters and the battery
energy storage system And then cabl e and
electrical installation, so the collection cable

that we tal ked about to connect different parts of

the solar -- of the solar array together.
Finally, it wll be testing and
comm ssioning activities. So overall this wll take

about 14 nonths. That's also accounting for a
w nter break at the end of 2026 through the
begi nning of the year 2027. So all disturbed areas
w il be restored and reclainmed after construction is
conplete, and all roads will be repaired back to
their preconstruction condition. W're working with
Benton County on a road use agreenent to solidify
t hat comm t nent.

And then | want to briefly introduce the

W t ness panel that we have here today, our subject
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matter experts. So -- or introduce nyself as the
proj ect developer. Sitting to ny left is Cody
MacDonal d. He is our environnental subject matter
expert, environnental project manager for Benton
Solar. To ny right is Anthony Bass. He's our

engi neering constructi on project manager, and then
Ashl ey Nunez, who is our fire safety engi neer.

Last but not least, | want to thank you
for having us tonight. Again, | want to highlight
the slew of benefits that this project can bring to
the community. So it, again, represents a
significant capital investnent in Benton County and
M nden Townshi p, over $300 million in our initial
capital investnent for the construction of the
project, as well as ongoing contributions through
t he production tax that we'll pay through the life
of the project. That's $200, 000 to Benton County
and $50, 000 annually to M nden Township. As well as
the econom c benefits to participating | andowners
and smal | busi nesses during the construction peri od.

And then this project al so, you know,
provi des the environnental benefits of clean energy,
allowing the State of M nnesota to drive towards
their carbon-free goals by 2040.

And here's contact information for the
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Benton Sol ar project and for nyself. | wll get al
the e-nmails that go to the Benton Sol ar e-nail
address as well. So please reach out if you have
any ot her questions that we don't address through
the Q and A portion tonight.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Ckay. Thank you,
everyone, for their presentations.

W are now going to nove into the public
comrent portion of the presentation. One thing to
go over, as you nay have noticed when we started the
heari ng, we do have a court reporter present here
today, and she is taking down everything that we
say. That transcript wll becone an inportant part
of the record when I wite ny report and when the
Public Utilities Comm ssion nmakes its deci sion.

So it's inportant when you do speak to
try and speak clearly. |If we can't hear you, we
will let you know Pl ease spell your nane so that

we have it correctly spelled in the record. And if

you are using any acronyns or things that |I m ght
not be famliar with, I'd ask you to spell those out
as wel | .

This public hearing is an inportant part
of the process for these applications, and | do

encour age anyone who would like to nake a conmment or
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ask a question to do so. As we noted earlier, the
deadl i ne for making conments is Septenber 12th at
4:30. So if -- | know not everyone is necessarily
confortabl e speaking in a forumlike this. If you
want to make your comrent in witing, you can do
that, and we will put that contact infornation up
again before the end of our neeting tonight.

| do take all comments and give themthe
sane wei ght no matter what format you nake your
coment in. So nake your comment in the format
that's nost confortable to you. |If you are

confortabl e aski ng your question or making your

comment now, that's fantastic. |If you do want to
submt it in witing, that's fine as well. Al of
the comments will be read and gi ven consi derati on,

just make sure that you submt themon tine.

| amgoing to ask that you try and keep
your comments brief and succinct. W do want to
gi ve everyone who has a comment or a question the
opportunity to do so. The slide on the screen
provi des the i nformati on about how you want to add
yourself to the queue, and then we wll take
everyone in order.

And per haps, Cezar, can you just go over

what they need to do to add thensel ves to the queue?

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar, LLC Project - 23-423 24-283 23-425 - Virtual - 8-26-25 26

And then we will start.

MR CEZAR PANAI T: Yes, Your Honor. So
t he easi est way would be to rai se your hand, and
then we will nonitor the raise hand feature. And we
w |l unmute you to be given the m crophone -- live
m crophone so you can ask a question or nake a
comment. O if you are calling froma tel ephone, it
| ooks |i ke we have a few people doing that, you
could -- you could press *3 and your line will be
unmut ed when it's your turn.

So with that, we are nonitoring the
attendees list. W have about 15 attendees at
toni ght's heari ng.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: |If you would like to
make a comrent, please -- or ask a question, please
indicate that now. |If you are on the conputer, you
can use the raise hand function at the bottom of
your screen, or press *3 if you are on the
t el ephone.

It | ooks |ike maybe we have one hand.

MR. CEZAR PANAI T: The m crophone i s open
for the first person who raised their hand.

M5. RACHEL STUCKEY: Perfect. Thank you.
Good evening. M nane is Rachel Stuckey. It's
RA-CHEL, ST-UGK-E-Y, and |I'mthe executive
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director of the M nnesota Conservative Energy Forum
or MCEF for short. MCEF is dedicated to advanci ng
an all-of-the-above approach to energy solutions for
M nnesota. W prioritize clean, reliable, and
af f ordabl e sources, while ensuring investnments fl ow
into the local comunities. And that's why |I'm here
to share our strong support for the Benton Sol ar
proj ect and encourage its pronpt approval.

Benton Solar is not only a najor step
forward in clean energy generation, but also a
meani ngful investnment in central M nnesota's
econony. A recent study by St. doud Saint --
St. Coud State University Professor King Banai an
found that Benton Solar will directly and indirectly
generate over 400 jobs, contribute nore than $77
mllion to the region's GDP, and generate nearly $16
mllion in tax revenue during its buil d-out.

And even after construction, the project
w || support permanent | ocal jobs, generating around
$200, 000 for Benton County and $50, 000 for M nden
Townshi p. And that revenue wll stay |ocal and
communi ties can deci de how best to use it, whether
it's upgradi ng buil dings, inmproving roads, or
strengt heni ng public safety, anpbng nany ot her

t hi ngs.
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And just as inportant is the technol ogy
this project brings. By pairing the solar
generation with 100 negawatts of battery storage,
the project will strengthen M nnesota's grid,
ensuring reliability during peak demand and reduci ng
dependance on vol atile fuel narkets.

And along with that, as inportant, is the
stability of the conpany behind this project.
NextEra is a global |eader in clean energy with
decades of experience and a proven track record.
Wien they join a community, we've seen them
really -- investnent both through the infrastructure
itself and through direct community support.

Whet her it's contributing to |ocal charities,
partnering with schools, funding | ocal projects, or
just being a reliable | ong-term partner.

W' ve seen them show tinme over tine that
they' re not going anywhere, and communities |ike
Bent on County can have confi dence that this
i nvestnent is backed by a conmpany with the resources
and stability and commtnent to be in the comunity
for the | ong haul.

And so for MCEF, this project reflects
what we stand for, which is an all-of-the-above

approach that allows narkets to work and deliver
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energy that's cleaner, nore reliable, and nore

af f ordabl e, whil e upgradi ng opportunity here at
home. So on behalf of MCEF, again, | encourage yo
to approve the Benton Sol ar project, and allow the
i nvestnent to nove forward for the benefit of

M nnesota fam |ies, businesses, and conmunities.
Thank you.

JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Thank you for your
partici pati on.

It 1ooks |ike next we have G egg Mast,
you could unnute him please. D d he |lower his
hand?

Wio is next?

MR. GREGG MAST: Good eveni ng, Your
Honor. Can you hear ne okay?

JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Yes, | can.

MR, GREGG MAST: Wonderful. | apol ogiz
| had a little bit of a technology glitch. For th
record, ny nane is Gegg Mast, spelled GR E-G G
MA-S-T, and | amthe executive director of C ean
Ener gy Econony M nnesota, or CEEM as we're known.
We are an industry-|led nonpartisan nonprofit
organi zati on representing the business voice of
energy efficiency and cl ean energy in M nnesot a.

W work to educate M nnesotans about th

u

i f

e.

e

e
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econom c benefits of transitioning to a clean energy
econony, and we are conmtted to delivering a

100 percent clean energy future where all M nnesota
busi nesses and citizens wll thrive.

Qur busi ness nenbershi p consi sts of
nearly 80 energy efficiency and cl ean energy
conpani es, ranging fromstartup businesses to
Fortune 100 and 500 corporations, and enpl oys tens
of thousands M nnesotans across the state. And |I'm
here this evening to express ny strong support for
t he Benton Sol ar project and the significant

econom c benefits that this project is poised to

del i ver.

And as has been di scussed, these benefits
range --

JUDGE MCKENZIE: Onh, | think we lost him
Per haps he wll rejoin.

M. Mast.

MR. GREGG MAST: Yeah, | apologize. 1I'm
not sure. | don't think | have control of the nute
button, so | apologize if I'"'mgoing in and out. You
can still hear ne?

JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Yes.
MR, GREGG MAST: Wonderful. Ckay. [1'11

be brief. Just as has been discussed already this
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eveni ng, there are significant econom c benefits
that this project is poised to deliver. And they
range fromthe up-to-300 jobs directly attributed to
t he project during the construction phase, while

al so providing several full-time jobs in the region
for the lifetinme of the project.

The project is poised to provide a stable
revenue streamto | ocal governnents through the
annual tax revenues, with a projected 12.7 mllion
in total governnent tax revenues over the |ife of
the project. And in these uncertain economc tines,
such as now, this type of a project offers a stable
and reliable revenue stream that wll help
communities mtigate the ever evol ving budgetary and
financial risks.

Bent on County and M nden Township wi ||
al so benefit directly fromthe production tax
revenues that can be used to help fund school s,
infrastructure, and other essential services.
Thr oughout its devel opnent, the project wll also
stinmulate and inject new noney into | ocal businesses
and ot her establishnents, delivering that added
i ndi rect econom c benefit.

Al so, noting fromthe St. C oud

Uni versity study that found that the construction of
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the project wll contribute approximately 78 mllion
to the region's gross donestic product, including
t he generation of 16 mllion in tax revenues. And
once operation -- that project will contri bute over
300 mllion to the gross donestic project --
product, and deliver nearly three-quarters of a
mllion dollars in annual wages to |ocal workers.
These findi ngs underscore what we al ready know, that
cl ean energy projects |ike Benton Sol ar are anong
the best tools available to drive | ong-term econonic
devel opnent in Greater M nnesot a.

And M nnesota's cl ean energy econony is
already strong. W have nore than 62, 000
M nnesot ans enpl oyed across the state, and sol ar
energy and energy storage play a key role in that
growth. And projects |like Benton Solar, with the
pairing of 100 negawatts of sol ar generation and
100 negawatts of the battery energy storage, that's
going to help take us to the next step towards
achi eving our vision as an organi zati on of 100, 000
cl ean energy jobs in M nnesota by 2030.

Equally as inportant, the battery energy
storage systemw || provide the reliability,
flexibility, and the resiliency to the electric grid

that we need, helping to ensure that clean,
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af fordabl e energy is available to hones and
busi nesses around the cl ock.

This project is going to enable
M nnesot a's achi evenmrent of 100 percent cl ean energy
by 2040. That lawis going to also help to
si mul taneously diversify rural econony and i nprove
our state's energy diversity and security overall
wth projects |like Benton Solar. Cearly, tinme is
of the essence to neet the requirenents of the 2040
law, and this specific project is necessary to
achi eve the | ow cost carbon-free future that the | aw
envi si ons.

So in closing, ny organi zation, CEEM is
an ardent supporter of the Benton Sol ar project and
t he substantial econom c benefits that the project
wll bring to sustain rural, regional, and statew de
econony. | respectfully ask that you approve this
signi ficant econom c devel opnent project and urge
the issuance of its site permts for the solar
energy generating systemand the battery energy
storage system as well as the route permt for the
associ ated transm ssion |ine.

Thank you so much for the opportunity to
provi de conments this evening, and | apol ogi ze for

sone of the technical difficulty.
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JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Thank you for your
parti ci pati on.

Wio do we have next?

MR. CEZAR PANAI T: We also Al ex
Fitzpatrick. Your m crophone is open.

MR, ALEX FI TZPATRI CK: Good eveni ng. I
am Alex Fitzpatrick. And I'mactually with NextEra
Energy, and I'mjust listening to the hearing. |
don't have any formal comments in regards to the
Bent on Sol ar proj ect.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Okay. Thank you.

It | ooks |ike Amanda O houdt has rai sed
her hand.

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: [I'mtrying to unnute
her. Yes, the line is open.

MS. AMANDA OTHOUDT: Thank you. | wasn't
able to unmute nyself. Good evening, Your Honor.
My nane is Amanda O houdt. | amthe executive
director at Benton Econom c Partnership. W are a
public-private nonprofit organi zation |ocated in
Bent on County, M nnesot a.

We pronote and facilitate econom c
devel opnent in the county. W are a
menber shi p-driven organi zation wth 132 nenbers.

Next Era Ener gy sought out our -- nenbership with our
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organi zation a few years ago and has proved to be a
contributing menber of our conmmunity.

We do actually support the Benton Sol ar
project, as we believe that it will help neet our
state's renewabl e energy goals. W support the site
route, site permt, and battery storage facility.

We al so believe that the previously nentioned
capital investnent in Benton County of over

$300 miIlion will have significant benefits to our
communi ty.

It will -- the project will diversify our
| ocal energy portfolio, reducing dependance on
fossil fuels. It wll create a nunber of jobs in
our communities, stimulate our |ocal econony by --

t hrough the creation of the 150 to 200 construction
j obs that was previously nentioned, and sustai ning
two to three permanent enployees in our community.
And then al so sone of the indirect benefits to our

| ocal businesses as wel|.

We do believe that this project wll
enabl e NextEra to provide clean energy that supports
M nnesota's climte goals, and the Benton Sol ar
proj ect has al ready proved to provi de educati onal
partnership opportunities for our |ocal schools,

nonprofits, and others that are interested in
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renewabl e ener gy.

I'"mnot going to reiterate all of the
econom ¢ inpacts that this project has to our
community, as it was previously nentioned through

ot her callers, but we do recognize the significant

econom ¢ devel opnent benefits and econom c i npact by

our community. And we strongly support the site

route that has been presented, the site permt, and

the battery storage facility. Thank you, Your
Honor .
JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Thank you for your

parti ci pation.

Do we have anyone else? | don't see any

ot her hands r ai sed.

MR CEZAR PANAI T: Dd M. Must raised

his hand again, or this is left over? W'Il|l unnute

him \Were did he go?

UNI DENTI FI ED:  That was | eft over, |
believe -- it was. | apologize. | took it down.

MR. CEZAR PANAI T: Ckay.

JUDGE MCKENZIE: If you would like to
make a comrent, please do indicate that now

It |ooks |ike D ane Hageman - -

M5. DI ANE HAGEMAN:  Yes.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: Pl ease go ahead.
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M5. DI ANE HAGEMAN. My nane is Di ane
Hageman, D-I-A-NE, HA-GE-MA-N |I'ma resident
of St. Coud, and | amoffering ny own personal
opi nion on this. Although, | have been invol ved
wth two nonprofits that -- a | ocal high school and
our sumer festival that NextEra has supported.

And you' ve heard toni ght how t hey get
involved in the community. | have experienced that
firsthand, but | also personally wanted to say |
just amreally glad to see as a citizen of our area
that we are doing a project like this. Because, you
know, | think the solar energy -- we have to head in
a different direction so we are nore careful wth
our environnent. And so on a personal level, | just
wanted to share that information and ny opinion
about this project.

JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Thank you very nuch for
your participation.

I amgoing to nmake a last call. |If
anyone would like to nake a comment, pl ease raise
your hand.

Ch, it looks |ike John, I'm probably
going to butcher this, I"'msorry, Svihel. John S,
Il go wth that.

MR, JOHN SVI HEL: Hel | o.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar, LLC Project - 23-423 24-283 23-425 - Virtual - 8-26-25 38

JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Yes, | can hear you.

MR JOHN SVIHEL: Al right. This is
John Svihel. 1'mone of the | andowners in the
project. | guess | just wanted to say, fromny
perspective, it would be a great use of ny property.
All ny property is hilly, sandy, highly rotatable,
and nost all of it is all irrigated. If we would
take it out of production, it would no | onger be
punpi ng groundwater irrigating. There would be no
nitrates passing through the soil into the
groundwater. And, you know, it wouldn't be punping
out of the, you know, aquifers anynore.

And | guess |I'd say 30, 35 years from now
when the project's over, you renove the panels, it
wll be returned to its natural state, or just open
bare farmand. And it won't be houses or buil dings
or businesses, it will just be open |land. But I
think things that, you know, it's not being touched
on enough that there's not going to be a house on
ten acres here, five acres there, 10 acres,

20 acres. It's not all going to be subdivided. It
wll just be a large tract of open | and, you know,

30, 35 years fromnow, which is getting to be, you
know, harder to cone by.

So, yeah, that's what -- I"'mall for it.
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Next Era was great to work wth, and, yeah, | guess
I'mall for the project. That's it.

JUDGE MCKENZI E:  Thank you very nuch for
your parti cipation.

MR JOHN SVIHEL: Ckay. Thank you.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: | am not seei ng any
ot her comment ers.

Maybe | can ask Cezar, do you see anyone
| have m ssed?

MR, CEZAR PANAI T: No, Your Honor. | am
seei ng the sane thing.

JUDCGE MCKENZI E: Well, | do want to thank
you all for attendi ng today.

If you can just put up, again, the slide
that says how to make a witten comment.

MR CEZAR PANAI T:  Yes.

JUDGE MCKENZI E: So the information on
how to make a witten comment is up on the slide.
You can do that online through the PUC s website,
via e-nail at consuner.PUC@tate. Mm.us, or via U S
mail to the PUC Consuner Affairs Ofice.

Agai n, the comrent period is open through
Septenber 12th. Comments have to be received by
4:30. So if you do want to nake a witten coment,

don't delay, and please do that so that they can be
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timely received and consi der ed.

And with that, thank you, everyone, again
for attending and participating. This is an
i nportant part of the process, and | appreciate
everyone who took the tinme to be here today.

And with that, we are adjourned. Thank
you very much.

(Public hearing adjourned at 6:52 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA)
) SS.
COUNTY OF RAMSEY )

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Christine Sinons, do hereby
certify that the above and foregoing transcript,
consisting of the preceding 40 pages is a
correct transcript of ny stenographic notes, and is
a full, true and conplete transcript of the
proceedings to the best of ny ability.
Dat ed Sept enber 8, 2025.

/s/ Christine Sinons

CHRI STI NE SI MONS

Regi stered Merit Reporter

Regi st ered Prof essional Reporter
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