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January 6, 2025 
 
Will Seuffert 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota  55101-2147 
 
RE: Letter from the Minnesota Department of Commerce 
 Docket No.  E999/CI-20-800 
 
Dear Mr. Seuffert: 
 

The Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) respectfully submits this letter to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) in advance of the Agenda Meeting 
scheduled for January 16, 2025 in the above-referenced docket regarding a Commission 
Investigation on Grid and Customer Security Issues Related to Public Display or Access to 
Electric Distribution Grid Data.0F

1 
 
During the recent comment period which concluded on December 4, 2024, the Department and 
other parties recommended the Commission approve a standing workgroup to consider data 
sharing and security issues.1F

2 However, the Department did not explicitly request additional 
funding for specialized technical professional investigative services under Minn. Stat. § 216B.62, 
subd. 8.2F

3 Accordingly, the Department respectfully requests that the following language be 
included in a Commission order: 

The Commission requests that the Commissioner of Commerce 
seek authority from the Commissioner of Management and Budget 
to incur costs for specialty services to provide a recommendation 
on privacy and security in the Commission Investigation on grid 
data and security and to participate in related analysis and 

 
1 In the Matter of a Commission Investigation on Grid and Customer Security Issues Related to Public Display or 
Access to Electric Distribution Grid Data, Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, Notice of Commission Agenda 
Meeting, January 3, 2025, Docket No. E999/CI-20-800, (eDockets) 20251-213474-01. 
2 In the Matter of a Commission Investigation on Grid and Customer Security Issues Related to Public Display or 
Access to Electric Distribution Grid Data, Department of Commerce, Reply Comments, December 4, 2024, Docket 
No. E999/CI-20-800, (eDockets) 202412-212679-01, at 9. 
3 Minn. Stat. § 216B.62, subd. 8 (2009). 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/documents/%7B00B12C94-0000-C139-BED1-C868C1C88AB2%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=1
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/documents/%7BF0879293-0000-CF1A-8BE5-1FA5D8548750%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=3
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216B.62#stat.216B.62.8
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stakeholder engagement, and subsequently bill those expenses to 
Xcel pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216B.62, subd. 8. 

Funding of these services will be used to build upon the specialty services that have been 
provided to the Department previously, and it will inform the Department’s continued work 
and recommendations in this proceeding. 
 
The Department appreciates the Commission’s consideration of this request and looks forward 
to answering any questions that the Commission may have at the agenda meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ Peter Wyckoff, Ph.D. 
Deputy Commissioner, Division of Energy Resources 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I, Sharon Ferguson, hereby certify that I have this day, served copies of the 
following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified 
mail, e-mail, or by depositing a true and correct copy thereof properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Letter 
 
Docket No. E999/CI-20-800 
 
Dated this 6th day of January 2025 
 
/s/Sharon Ferguson 
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