February 23, 2024

Will Seuffert VIA ELECTRONIC FILING
Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: In the Matter of a Petition by Citizens Utility Board of Minnesota to
Adopt Open Data Access Standards,
In the Matter of a Commission Inquiry into Privacy Policies of Rate-
Regulated Energy Utilities
Docket No. E, G-999/M-19-505
E, G-999/ClI-12-1344

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

On November 20, 2020, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission ("Commission")
issued an Order Adopting Open Access Standards and Establishing Further
Proceedings in the above referenced dockets. The Commission’s Order approved
Open Data Access Standards (“ODAS”) for whole building aggregated customer energy
usage data (“CEUD?”) for building owners and benchmarking purposes. On March 13,
2023, the Commission issued an Order Refining Open Data Access Standards in the
above-referenced dockets, and on August 1, 2023, the Commission issued an Order
Amending Open Data Access Standards in the above-referenced dockets.

On December 1, 2023, the Commission issued a Notice of Comment Period in the
above-referenced dockets asking for comments on these questions:

1. What specific use-cases for anonymized CEUD could be used by the
Commission to continue to incrementally apply the Standards while
maintaining the balance between customer privacy and CEUD access?

2. What modifications, if any, should be made to the anonymized data access
contract requirements? set by ODAS Section I11.B.(2)(v)?

3. What modifications, if any, should be made to the shortest allowable time
interval for anonymized data set by ODAS Section IV.A.?

a. Are utilities currently able to produce anonymized data sets using hour-

1 ODAS Section llI.B.(2)(v) sets the minimum contract requirements for anonymized data access
contracts. Utilities’ anonymized data access contracts are permitted to include more than the minimum
requirements listed in Section 111.B.(2)(v).
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long time interval?

4, What considerations should the Commission make regarding the application
of the 15/15 anonymization screen to the shortest allowable time interval
(currently-one hour intervals)? Does each interval of time need to pass the
15/15 anonymization screen?

5. Given the new customer exemptions added to the Standards at Section Ill.E.
by the Commission’s August 1, 2023 Order?, is it necessary for the
Commission to continue to maintain its previous policy of exempting large
commercial and industrial customers with peak demands of 5 MW or more
from aggregated building-level and anonymized CEUD datasets?

a. If so, what is the appropriate threshold for limiting the application of the
Standards to commercial and industrial natural gas and electric customers
for anonymized CEUD requests?

6. Should the Commission consider making any technical corrections to the
Standards?
7. Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter?

Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation (“MERC” or the “Company”) would like to
thank the Commission for the opportunity to provide these Comments.

1. Specific use cases for anonymized CEUD

MERC supports the Commission’s current practices related to customer CEUD and
does not believe the adoption of any additional use cases is necessary at this time. The
current use cases approved by the Commission are representative of the most
requested use cases that the Company has received, and to expand the use cases may
result in increased costs and risks, while providing little, if any, associated benefit.

Because anonymized data is typically provided without first obtaining customer consent,
it is important that the anonymization reasonably protects against re-identification of the
customer’s private and confidential data. MERC would caution against the use of a
“one-size-fits-all” approach when it comes to anonymized data, as certain situations
encountered by utilities may warrant a different or higher segmented screen?® to protect
customer data, and that utilities be allow to use discretion. As such, MERC continues to
support Section I11.C. through E. of the ODAS.

2. Contract requirements for anonymized data

MERC does not see a need for refinement of the contract requirements at this time.

2 Docket Nos. E,G-999/M-19-505 and E,G-999/ClI-12-1344, Order Amending Open Access Standards,
issued August 1, 2023.

3 Anonymized data sets may include CEUD from no fewer than 15 customers. A single customer’s
energy use must not constitute more than 15 percent of total energy consumption for the data set.
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3. Modifications, if any, to the shortest allowable time interval for anonymized
data sets

MERC does not see a need for refinement of the time interval at this time.

4. Application of the 15/15 anonymization screen to the shortest allowable
time interval (currently-one hour intervals)? Does each interval of time
need to pass the 15/15 anonymization screen?

MERC does not receive many CEUD requests, and use of the anonymized data
practice has been applicable in one request received to date. MERC has not yet
encountered the situation of receiving a request for anonymized data at the shortest
allowable time interval, but in order to reasonably protect against re-identification of the
customer’s private and confidential data assumes that the 15/15 anonymization screen
would need to be applied to each interval of time. MERC also cautions that conducting
the screen at this level of detail could quickly become administratively burdensome.

5. Exempting large commercial and industrial (“* C&I”) customers from
aggreqgated building-level and anonymized CEUD datasets.

Large C&l customers tend to operate in highly competitive industries, which means
there are unique confidentiality concerns of large C&Il customers and the potential to
estimate the energy usage of C&l customer facilities, which effectively eliminates the
effort of protecting those customers’ confidential, proprietary data. With the inclusion of
Section III.E. to the ODAS, and Section IlI.C., if a utility feels its application is
necessary, MERC does not see the need for further refinement of exemptions at this
time.

6. Technical corrections to the Standards

The Company does not have any technical corrections to the ODAS at this time.

7. Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter?

The Company does not have any further comments on other issues or concerns relating
to ODAS or CEUD.

Please contact me at (414) 221-4208 or joylyn.hoffmanmalueg@wecenergygroup.com if
you have any questions. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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Sincerely,

Joylyn Hoffman Malueg
Project Specialist 3
Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation

cC: Service Lists



In the Matter of a Petition by Citizens Utility Docket No. E,G-999/M-19-505
Board of Minnesota to Adopt Open Data
Access Standards

In the Matter of a Commission Inquiry into Docket No. E,G-999/CI-12-1344

Privacy Policies of Rate-Regulated Energy
Utilities

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Kristin M. Stastny, hereby certify that on the 23rd day of February, 2024, on behalf of
Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation (“MERC”), | electronically filed a true and correct
copy of the enclosed Comments on www.edockets.state.mn.us. Said documents were also
served via U.S. mail and electronic service as designated on the attached service list.

Dated this 23rd day of February, 2024.

/s/ Kristin M. Stastny
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MN
55431
Craig McDonnell Craig.McDonnell@state.mn [ MN Pollution Control 520 Lafayette Road Electronic Service No OFF_SL_19-505_0Official
.us Agency
St. Paul,
MN
55101
David Moeller dmoeller@allete.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Duluth,
MN
558022093
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Andrew

Moratzka

andrew.moratzka@stoel.co
m

Stoel Rives LLP

33 South Sixth St Ste 4200

Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Ted

Nedwick

tnedwick@nhtinc.org

National Housing Trust

1101 30th Street NW Ste
100A

Washington,
DC
20007

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Samantha

Norris

samanthanorris@alliantene
rgy.com

Interstate Power and Light
Company

200 1st Street SE PO Box
351

Cedar Rapids,
1A
524060351

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Greg

Palmer

gpalmer@greatermngas.co
m

Greater Minnesota Gas,
Inc. & Greater MN
Transmission, LLC

1900 Cardinal Ln
PO Box 798
Faribault,
MN
55021

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Audrey

Partridge

apartridge@mncee.org

Center for Energy and
Environment

212 3rd Ave. N. Suite 560

Minneapolis,
MN
55401

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Ben

Rabe

rabe@fresh-energy.org

Fresh Energy

408 St Peter St
Ste 220
St. Paul,
MN
55102

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Phyllis

Reha

phyllisreha@gmail.com

3656 Woodland Trail

Eagan,
MN
55123

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Generic Notice

Residential Utilities Division

residential.utilities@ag.stat
e.mn.us

Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

1400 BRM Tower
445 Minnesota St
St. Paul,
MN
551012131

Electronic Service

Yes

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Christine

Schwartz

Regulatory.records@xcele
nergy.com

Xcel Energy

414 Nicollet Mall FL 7

Minneapolis,
MN
554011993

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official
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Will

Seuffert

Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us

Public Utilities Commission

121 7th PI E Ste 350

Saint Paul,
MN
55101

Electronic Service

Yes

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Janet

Shaddix Elling

jshaddix@janetshaddix.co
m

Shaddix And Associates

7400 Lyndale Ave S Ste
190

Richfield,
MN
55423

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Brendon

Slotterback

bslotterback@mcknight.org

The McKnight Foundation

710 S 2nd St

Minneapolis,
MN
55401

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Peggy

Sorum

peggy.sorum@centerpointe
nergy.com

CenterPoint Energy

505 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Richard

Stasik

richard.stasik@wecenergyg
roup.com

Minnesota Energy
Resources Corporation
(HOLDING)

231 West Michigan St -
P321

Milwaukee,
WI
53203

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Kristin

Stastny

kstastny@taftlaw.com

Taft Stettinius & Hollister
LLP

2200 IDS Center
80 South 8th St
Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Cary

Stephenson

cStephenson@otpco.com

Otter Tail Power Company

215 South Cascade Street

Fergus Falls,
MN
56537

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Caitlin

Straabe

caitlin.straabe@mdu.com

Great Plains Natural Gas
Co.

400 N 4th St

Bismarck,
ND
58501

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official

Jason

Topp

jason.topp@Ilumen.com

CenturyLink
Communications, LLC

200 S 5th St Ste 2200

Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_19-505_Official
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Jenna Warmuth jwarmuth@mnpower.com | Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_19-505_0Official
Duluth,
MN
55802-2093
Patricia Whitney patricia@pwhitneylaw.com |[St. Paul Assn of 627 Snelling Avenue South |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_19-505_Official
Responsible Landlords
St. Paul,
MN
55116
Robyn Woeste robynwoeste@alliantenerg |Interstate Power and Light |200 First St SE Electronic Service No OFF_SL_19-505_Official
y.com Company
Cedar Rapids,
1A
52401
Jeff Zethmayr jzethmayr@citizensutilitybo | Citizens Utility Board 309 W. Washington, Ste Electronic Service No OFF_SL_19-505_Official

ard.org

800

Chicago,
IL
60606




