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From: Freske, Bruce
To: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Budd, Michael; Powers, Neil
Cc: Humburg, Joshua; Weiers, Jason; Malkin, Devin; Peterson, Monica; Kerr, Tom; Kraetsch, Ashley M; Phinney,

Samantha; Raine, Katie; Brian Zavesky; Hanley, Jennifer
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: BSSA Minnesota USFWS Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240523
Date: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 2:52:55 PM
Attachments: Outlook-suxxzk1k.png

You don't often get email from bruce_freske@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Kevin:

I have reviewed the shapefile routes and have a couple of comments/questions as
follows:

The route lines are the same color so I can't tell which route is preferred and which route
is a proposed alternate.  Also, is each route a fixed entity?  If not, can we determine our
preferred route by picking the sections we prefer given the various potential route
sections indicated?

Thanks.

Bruce Freske
District Manager, Morris Wetland Management District
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
43875 230th Street, Morris, MN 56267
Office: (320) 460-1151
Mobile: (320) 287-0369

From: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 9:26 AM
To: Freske, Bruce <bruce_freske@fws.gov>; Budd, Michael <michael_budd@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil
<neil_powers@fws.gov>
Cc: Humburg, Joshua <jhumburg@otpco.com>; Weiers, Jason <jweiers@otpco.com>; Malkin, Devin
<devin.malkin@hdrinc.com>; monica.peterson@hdrinc.com <monica.peterson@hdrinc.com>; Kerr,
Tom <tom_kerr@fws.gov>; Kraetsch, Ashley M <ashley_kraetsch@fws.gov>; Phinney, Samantha
<Samantha.Phinney@hdrinc.com>; Raine, Katie <Katie.Raine@hdrinc.com>; Brian Zavesky
<brian.zavesky@mrenergy.com>; Hanley, Jennifer <jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: BSSA Minnesota USFWS Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240523
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This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.

Good Morning,

Our BSSA Project Team would like to schedule a meeting with the USFWS to review the
two routes that we will be submitting to the MN PUC sometime in Q4 of this year.  You all
should have received the shape files of the two routes from Jen Hanley a couple of
weeks ago.  Please let me know if you had any problems accessing that information.  We
would like to review the routes with you in order to identify barriers that might exist to
what we are proposing and get your help making sure we can successfully route through
these areas.

We will be in the project area for our last round of open houses during the week of June
24th-27th.  The open houses are scheduled for 3-6 PM each of those days but team
members could be available to meet in person other times during the week.  Please let
us know if you are able to meet on any of those days and if you would like to meet at the
Morris WMD office again. We would invite you to also attend any of the open houses as
well.  The schedule is:

June 24, 2024 | 3:00-6:00 p.m. | Alexandria

June 25, 2024 | 3:00-6:00 p.m. | Glenwood

June 26, 2024 | 3:00-6:00 p.m. | Benson

June 27, 2024 | 3:00-6:00 p.m. | Ortonville

We look forward to hearing from you and meeting with you soon.

Kevin Scheidecker
Senior Environmental Specialist

Environmental Services

Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com

From: Hanley, Jennifer <Jennifer.Hanley@hdrinc.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2024 9:02 AM
To: Freske, Bruce <bruce_freske@fws.gov>; Budd, Michael <michael_budd@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil
<neil_powers@fws.gov>
Cc: Humburg, Joshua <jhumburg@otpco.com>; Weiers, Jason <jweiers@otpco.com>; Scheidecker,
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Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Malkin, Devin <devin.malkin@hdrinc.com>;
monica.peterson@hdrinc.com <monica.peterson@hdrinc.com>; Kerr, Tom <tom_kerr@fws.gov>;
Kraetsch, Ashley M <ashley_kraetsch@fws.gov>; Phinney, Samantha
<Samantha.Phinney@hdrinc.com>; Raine, Katie <Katie.Raine@hdrinc.com>
Subject: BSSA Minnesota USFWS Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240523

***This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links in suspicious
email.***

All, it appears that Outlook stripped the content to the email I sent. Trying again.

Bruce/Michael/Neil,

Please find our attached our routes and buffers that we plan to present in June open houses. Once
you’ve had the chance to review this information, we’d like to meet and discuss our routes, USFWS
easements, and any comments you may have.

We have multiple public meeting coming up in June. The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission will
be hosting public hearings for the Big Stone South to Alexandria (BSSA) and Alexandria to Big Oaks
(ABO) Certificate of Need and the ABO Route Permit Application June 13, 17 and 18. Otter Tail
Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services will also be hosting public open houses to
discuss routes for BSSA June 24-27.
Once you have had the chance to review the routes attached, would like to continue our
conversation with you to discuss any questions or concerns prior to our route permit
application filing later this year. We will be in the project area for the open houses in late June
and could meet in person or virtually in the mornings if you have availability.
Thanks,
Jen  

Jennifer Hanley, PE*

D 701.353.6139

hdrinc.com/follow-us

*MN, ND, SD, MT and TX

From: Hanley, Jennifer
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2024 8:56 AM
To: Freske, Bruce <bruce_freske@fws.gov>; Budd, Michael <michael_budd@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil
<neil_powers@fws.gov>
Cc: Humburg, Joshua <jhumburg@otpco.com>; Weiers, Jason <jweiers@otpco.com>; Scheidecker,
Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Malkin, Devin <devin.malkin@hdrinc.com>; Peterson, Monica
<monica.peterson@hdrinc.com>; Kerr, Tom <tom_kerr@fws.gov>; Kraetsch, Ashley M
<ashley_kraetsch@fws.gov>; Phinney, Samantha <Samantha.Phinney@hdrinc.com>; Raine, Katie
<Katie.Raine@hdrinc.com>
Subject: BSSA Minnesota USFWS Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240517

116 of 474



From: Freske, Bruce
To: Scheidecker, Kevin J.; Budd, Michael; Powers, Neil
Cc: Humburg, Joshua; Weiers, Jason; Peterson, Monica; Kerr, Tom; Kraetsch, Ashley M; Phinney, Samantha; Raine,

Katie; Brian Zavesky; Hanley, Jennifer; Malkin, Devin
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: BSSA Minnesota USFWS Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240523
Date: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 11:01:34 AM
Attachments: Outlook-suxxzk1k.png

You don't often get email from bruce_freske@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Kevin:  I am fine with meeting at the Morris WMD office.  I am available most days for the
week of June 24th as follows:
June 24: 10-5
June 26: 8-5
June 27: 9-5

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 9:26:07 AM
To: Freske, Bruce <bruce_freske@fws.gov>; Budd, Michael <michael_budd@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil
<neil_powers@fws.gov>
Cc: Humburg, Joshua <jhumburg@otpco.com>; Weiers, Jason <jweiers@otpco.com>; Malkin, Devin
<devin.malkin@hdrinc.com>; monica.peterson@hdrinc.com <monica.peterson@hdrinc.com>; Kerr,
Tom <tom_kerr@fws.gov>; Kraetsch, Ashley M <ashley_kraetsch@fws.gov>; Phinney, Samantha
<Samantha.Phinney@hdrinc.com>; Raine, Katie <Katie.Raine@hdrinc.com>; Brian Zavesky
<brian.zavesky@mrenergy.com>; Hanley, Jennifer <jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: BSSA Minnesota USFWS Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240523

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Good Morning,

Our BSSA Project Team would like to schedule a meeting with the USFWS to review the
two routes that we will be submitting to the MN PUC sometime in Q4 of this year.  You all
should have received the shape files of the two routes from Jen Hanley a couple of
weeks ago.  Please let me know if you had any problems accessing that information.  We
would like to review the routes with you in order to identify barriers that might exist to
what we are proposing and get your help making sure we can successfully route through
these areas.
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We will be in the project area for our last round of open houses during the week of June
24th-27th.  The open houses are scheduled for 3-6 PM each of those days but team
members could be available to meet in person other times during the week.  Please let
us know if you are able to meet on any of those days and if you would like to meet at the
Morris WMD office again. We would invite you to also attend any of the open houses as
well.  The schedule is:

June 24, 2024 | 3:00-6:00 p.m. | Alexandria

June 25, 2024 | 3:00-6:00 p.m. | Glenwood

June 26, 2024 | 3:00-6:00 p.m. | Benson

June 27, 2024 | 3:00-6:00 p.m. | Ortonville

We look forward to hearing from you and meeting with you soon.

Kevin Scheidecker
Senior Environmental Specialist

Environmental Services

Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com

From: Hanley, Jennifer <Jennifer.Hanley@hdrinc.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2024 9:02 AM
To: Freske, Bruce <bruce_freske@fws.gov>; Budd, Michael <michael_budd@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil
<neil_powers@fws.gov>
Cc: Humburg, Joshua <jhumburg@otpco.com>; Weiers, Jason <jweiers@otpco.com>; Scheidecker,
Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Malkin, Devin <devin.malkin@hdrinc.com>;
monica.peterson@hdrinc.com <monica.peterson@hdrinc.com>; Kerr, Tom <tom_kerr@fws.gov>;
Kraetsch, Ashley M <ashley_kraetsch@fws.gov>; Phinney, Samantha
<Samantha.Phinney@hdrinc.com>; Raine, Katie <Katie.Raine@hdrinc.com>
Subject: BSSA Minnesota USFWS Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240523

***This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links in suspicious
email.***

All, it appears that Outlook stripped the content to the email I sent. Trying again.

Bruce/Michael/Neil,

Please find our attached our routes and buffers that we plan to present in June open houses. Once
you’ve had the chance to review this information, we’d like to meet and discuss our routes, USFWS
easements, and any comments you may have.
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We have multiple public meeting coming up in June. The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission will
be hosting public hearings for the Big Stone South to Alexandria (BSSA) and Alexandria to Big Oaks
(ABO) Certificate of Need and the ABO Route Permit Application June 13, 17 and 18. Otter Tail
Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services will also be hosting public open houses to
discuss routes for BSSA June 24-27.
Once you have had the chance to review the routes attached, would like to continue our
conversation with you to discuss any questions or concerns prior to our route permit
application filing later this year. We will be in the project area for the open houses in late June
and could meet in person or virtually in the mornings if you have availability.
Thanks,
Jen  

Jennifer Hanley, PE*

D 701.353.6139

hdrinc.com/follow-us

*MN, ND, SD, MT and TX

From: Hanley, Jennifer 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2024 8:56 AM
To: Freske, Bruce <bruce_freske@fws.gov>; Budd, Michael <michael_budd@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil
<neil_powers@fws.gov>
Cc: Humburg, Joshua <jhumburg@otpco.com>; Weiers, Jason <jweiers@otpco.com>; Scheidecker,
Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Malkin, Devin <devin.malkin@hdrinc.com>; Peterson, Monica
<monica.peterson@hdrinc.com>; Kerr, Tom <tom_kerr@fws.gov>; Kraetsch, Ashley M
<ashley_kraetsch@fws.gov>; Phinney, Samantha <Samantha.Phinney@hdrinc.com>; Raine, Katie
<Katie.Raine@hdrinc.com>
Subject: BSSA Minnesota USFWS Coordination_Route Shapefiles_20240517
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LFBC	�%�D�M�,9!	����"�N�/��/���OL@BL@B@C�6��"��P�MQRSTUVWX�YZ[TZ\WR]̂�T_̀a�bcd̀e�fg̀h̀idjbk�lgfc�fmjàkb�fl�j_b�fghdìndj̀fio�pf�ifj�qèqr�èirafg�fsbi�djjdq_cbija�miebaa�tfm�gbqfhìnb�j_b�abikbg�dik�rifu�j_b�qfijbij�̀a�adlbovw�xyzw{|}~~���y����y�~�y�y��y�y{~������y{~���{������������������~�y�y��y�y{~��~��~����y���~��y����{��~�y����~y��y��y{~���y��y�~�w{������������{~�����w����w����y����zw�y����~y�����yw�����y������y~��y��{���w��~�y�y���y����w~w�{���y��y�y{~�����{��~�y����~y�~��~�����������{~�w{�����~w�{���������y�y���y�~�����~y������������~w�{�}�y����w~�����~y�y��y{~���������~�y�������w�{�~��y{���{��w{�����~w�{�����~���y���y�����~���{�������w������y~��y��{������~��w{�����w{�����~w�{�����{yy���w{��������{������y{���y��{�y�����y�����{�y��y�y{~������y{~�~��~�������������y���������w{���w����{���w���w�y��y�zw�y�y��y�y{~���{��������{���������������~w�y�� ¡¢£�¤ £¥¦£§̈¥© ̈¢©�ª«¬«£ ®�ª̄   ̈¥�°£©±«¬²�ª«¬«£³£¬©�§̈¥© ̈¢©µ́¶µ�¤̈¥·�«¬²�°±̈²±̧̈£�¶£ ¹̈¢£º»¼½¾�¿»À©·�¶© ££©®�ª̄   ̈¥®�ªÁ�¾Â¿Â½Ã̧¸̈¢£Ä�Å»¿ÀÆ�ºÂÀÇÈÈ¾Èª̄ É̈±£Ä�Å»¿ÀÆ�¿¼½ÇÀ»ÂÊËÌÍÎÏ�¶¢·£̈²£¢¦£ ®�Ð£¹̈¬�Ñµ�Ò¦¥¢·£̈²£¢¦£ Ó ©̄Ô¢̄µ¢̄³ÕÖ×ØÙÏ�Ú¡£¥²«Û®�Ü¡¡¥©�¿À®�¿À¿º�È¿Ä¾Ê�ÝªÞÍÏ�¤ £¥¦£®�� ¡¢£�ÒÉ ¡¢£ß̧ £¥¦£Óà̧¥µ̄¹ÕáâÏ�Ð£  ®�Ú̄³�Ò©̄³ß¦£  Óà̧¥µ̄¹Õã�Ü²«³¥®�Ð ̈¥©«�§�Ò¦ ̈¥©«ß«²«³¥Óà̧¥µ̄¹Õã�ä«¬¥̄¬®�Ð ̈¥©̈¬«Ò¦ ̈¥©̈¬«ßä«¬¥̄¬Óà̧¥µ̄¹Õã�Ð «£©¥¢·®�Ü¥·±£Û�ª�Ò«¥·±£Ûß¦ «£©¥¢·Óà̧¥µ̄¹Õã�Ý̄à£ ¥®�Á£̈±Ò¬£̈±ßÔ̄à£ ¥Óà̧¥µ̄¹Õã��¡²²®�ª̈¢·«£±�Ò³̈¢·«£±ßÉ¡²²Óà̧¥µ̄¹Õã�Ð±«¹£©©£ ®�ª£«²Òª£«²ßÐ±«¹£©©£ Óà̧¥µ̄¹Õã�ä¡³É¡ ®�Ñ̄¥·¡«�Òå·¡³É¡ Ó ©̄Ô¢̄µ¢̄³Õã�°£̈£ ¥®�Ñ«¥̄¬Òåà£̈£ ¥Ó ©̄Ô¢̄µ¢̄³Õã�� ¡¥¹£¬®�æ· ̈¥©̈¬«�Òæ� ¡¥¹£¬Ó ̧£²±«àµ¢̄³Õã�ä«¬±£Û®�Ñ£¬¬̧̈£ Òå£¬¬̧̈£ µ·«¬±£ÛÓ·² ̈¬¢µ¢̄³ÕÖçèé×âÙÏ�êëìÚëíÁÜîï��¶¶Ü�Ú «¬¥³̈¥¥̈̄¬�Ý ̄å£¢©�� �ðñòó�ôõöò÷�ñöó�øôôù�úôûôò�ô���ú�õ����óò�ô������	�
��óô�ûö��ò�ù�øô��úô�û÷òû�òù��ù÷òù�ó����ôùòù�ö��öûñõôù�ó���ú�úôó��ù�òù���
136 of 474



����������	
��������������	�������������������������������������������������	��������������������
����������������������������� ���	�!���������������	���������������
���������	�"��������������������#����������������������������������	����������������������������������	�����������#�����������������������!�������������������������������������!������������������������������������������������������������������������$�%����#����������������������������������������������������������#�������������&���������������	���������������������������������&&������'$�$�(��������%�����&�����#���)*���#���+,������$
������������������������������&�����&�����������������������������������"�������$�-��������������������������������������.�����������������&�������������#�������������	������/���������������#������������������&��������#���0�������������������������������������!�������������)�������#���	�*���������+,����������������!������&�����������������$��������/����������������������������(������&-�&�������
��	���'$�$1$�2���3	������/$	�����������	����������������������1$($4$�5���3$5������������������&�������&������������������/����������������������&�-������(������&�-�&�������
���5�!����
������ ����)*5
 +,�������������������/����������&&���$%����������������������������������������/����$�5������&����&������������������������/���������������&�������$� 6789:�;<=79>7<?7@;7:9A@�B:89@A:C7:DEF�;G7<9EF9HDB:89@A:C7:DEF�;7@89<7HI9@7<DJ�KLMNOPQNMOOP?H<=79>7<?7@RADG<AS<AC��
137 of 474



����� ���	
�	��	���	�
������� �	��	�����	��� �	������� �!�����
�"!�#��$!�������
�"
�!���!	"����� ��%	&�'��(�)	���*	
%��������'
��!	%���%!�	""	��'	!��$��+�,�������!��-	
	����!������
!��.!�	��&������	���/�
�"
�!��$!�%	&���	��
0	��1
������2	�,	�$���3!+	���!��!�4���'!�%+	,��(!"
��56789�:� ��� �#!0"�;<-�=!�	�	�"�#����	�">?:9� �����!&�� �,��"�@@��@A@B�CDA@D@E� 'F::?�G�9H:I� <�"%���J�E0����K�L�,����'*JE �J��	�L%!"	�=%	�"
���!���
��
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From: Adams, Krista D <krista_adams@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 1:15 PM
To: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Freske, Bruce <bruce_freske@fws.gov> Cc: 
Kerr, Tom <tom_kerr@fws.gov>; Hanson, Kristina <kristina_Hanson@fws.gov>; Kraetsch, Ashley M 
<ashley_kraetsch@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil <neil_powers@fws.gov>; Budd, Michael
<michael_budd@fws.gov>; Klavetter, Mead <Mead_Klavetter@fws.gov>; Humburg, Joshua
<jhumburg@otpco.com>; Weiers, Jason <jweiers@otpco.com>; Brian Zavesky
<brian.zavesky@mrenergy.com>; Brusven, Christina <CBrusven@fredlaw.com>; Hanley, Jennifer 
<jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com>; Vinson, George H. <gvinson@otpco.com>; Laber, Shauna I.
<slaber@otpco.com>; Mahlberg, Patrick <PMahlberg@fredlaw.com>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] BSSA Draft ROW Easement Document

***This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links in suspicious
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email.***

Hi Kevin,

FWS has a permit document that we use when issuing permits.  I don't believe we can
sign the easement document you provided.  We have to use the FWS form.

Thanks,

Krista

Krista Adams (she/her/hers)

Deputy Realty Officer
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
5600 American Blvd. W, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437
612-289-0451 cell
krista_adams@fws.gov

From: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2024 7:59 AM
To: Freske, Bruce <bruce_freske@fws.gov>
Cc: Kerr, Tom <tom_kerr@fws.gov>; Adams, Krista D <krista_adams@fws.gov>; Hanson, Kristina
<kristina_Hanson@fws.gov>; Kraetsch, Ashley M <ashley_kraetsch@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil
<neil_powers@fws.gov>; Budd, Michael <michael_budd@fws.gov>; Klavetter, Mead
<Mead_Klavetter@fws.gov>; Humburg, Joshua <jhumburg@otpco.com>; Weiers, Jason
<jweiers@otpco.com>; Brian Zavesky <brian.zavesky@mrenergy.com>; Brusven, Christina
<CBrusven@fredlaw.com>; Hanley, Jennifer <jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com>; Vinson, George H.
<gvinson@otpco.com>; Laber, Shauna I. <slaber@otpco.com>; Mahlberg, Patrick
<PMahlberg@fredlaw.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BSSA Draft ROW Easement Document

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Bruce,

Attached is the draft BSSA MN easement document approved for the project by the
owners.  It is in preliminary form but is a fairly standard transmission easement.  Please
let us know if you have any questions or comments.  
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Kevin Scheidecker
Senior Environmental Specialist
Environmental Services
Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com
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From: Scheidecker, Kevin J.
To: Adams, Krista D
Cc: Kerr, Tom; Hanson, Kristina; Kraetsch, Ashley M; Powers, Neil; Budd, Michael; Klavetter, Mead; Humburg,

Joshua; Weiers, Jason; Brian Zavesky; Freske, Bruce; Brusven, Christina; Hanley, Jennifer; Vinson, George H.;
Laber, Shauna I.; Mahlberg, Patrick

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] BSSA Draft ROW Easement Document
Date: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 7:37:45 AM
Attachments: Outlook-n3fhookj.png

Outlook-mz1awkyx.png

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Krista,

Thank you for the information.  I've included a link here to a sample of the Service form
that is on your website:   Sample Easement | U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (fws.gov)   Is this
the most up-to-date form and what we would expect to receive when requesting a ROW
permit?  

The BSSA Project Team is likely to request a meeting with USFWS staff in the near future
to further discuss the ROW permit process.  At that time, we will include additional folks
from our project team that will be working on land rights and permitting.

We appreciate your time as we work through this process.

Kevin Scheidecker
Senior Environmental Specialist
Environmental Services
Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com

From: Adams, Krista D <krista_adams@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 1:15 PM
To: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>; Freske, Bruce <bruce_freske@fws.gov>
Cc: Kerr, Tom <tom_kerr@fws.gov>; Hanson, Kristina <kristina_Hanson@fws.gov>; Kraetsch, Ashley
M <ashley_kraetsch@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil <neil_powers@fws.gov>; Budd, Michael
<michael_budd@fws.gov>; Klavetter, Mead <Mead_Klavetter@fws.gov>; Humburg, Joshua
<jhumburg@otpco.com>; Weiers, Jason <jweiers@otpco.com>; Brian Zavesky
<brian.zavesky@mrenergy.com>; Brusven, Christina <CBrusven@fredlaw.com>; Hanley, Jennifer
<jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com>; Vinson, George H. <gvinson@otpco.com>; Laber, Shauna I.
<slaber@otpco.com>; Mahlberg, Patrick <PMahlberg@fredlaw.com>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] BSSA Draft ROW Easement Document

***This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links in suspicious
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email.***

Hi Kevin,

FWS has a permit document that we use when issuing permits.  I don't believe we can
sign the easement document you provided.  We have to use the FWS form.

Thanks,

Krista

Krista Adams (she/her/hers)

Deputy Realty Officer
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
5600 American Blvd. W, Suite 990
Bloomington, MN 55437
612-289-0451 cell
krista_adams@fws.gov

From: Scheidecker, Kevin J. <kscheidecker@otpco.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2024 7:59 AM
To: Freske, Bruce <bruce_freske@fws.gov>
Cc: Kerr, Tom <tom_kerr@fws.gov>; Adams, Krista D <krista_adams@fws.gov>; Hanson, Kristina
<kristina_Hanson@fws.gov>; Kraetsch, Ashley M <ashley_kraetsch@fws.gov>; Powers, Neil
<neil_powers@fws.gov>; Budd, Michael <michael_budd@fws.gov>; Klavetter, Mead
<Mead_Klavetter@fws.gov>; Humburg, Joshua <jhumburg@otpco.com>; Weiers, Jason
<jweiers@otpco.com>; Brian Zavesky <brian.zavesky@mrenergy.com>; Brusven, Christina
<CBrusven@fredlaw.com>; Hanley, Jennifer <jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com>; Vinson, George H.
<gvinson@otpco.com>; Laber, Shauna I. <slaber@otpco.com>; Mahlberg, Patrick
<PMahlberg@fredlaw.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BSSA Draft ROW Easement Document

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Bruce,

Attached is the draft BSSA MN easement document approved for the project by the
owners.  It is in preliminary form but is a fairly standard transmission easement.  Please
let us know if you have any questions or comments.  
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Kevin Scheidecker
Senior Environmental Specialist
Environmental Services
Direct: 218-739-8773
kscheidecker@otpco.com
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November 10, 2023 

Kenneth Westlake, Chief 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
77 West Jackson Blvd, Mailstop B-19J 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Re: Request for Input for the Proposed Big Stone South to Alexandria Transmission Line Project 
(BSSA)

Dear Mr. Westlake, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Missouri River Energy Services, on behalf of Western 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (Western Minnesota), are partnering to develop, construct, and co-
own a new, approximately 100-mile, 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line that will connect Otter 
Tail’s existing Big Stone South 345-kV substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to Western 
Minnesota’s existing Alexandria 345-kV substation near Alexandria, Minnesota (referred to as the Project 
or BSSA). The Project is a segment of one of eighteen new transmission projects identified in the Upper 
Midwest by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)1 that is needed to ensure electric 
reliability, reduce transmission congestion, increase access to low-cost energy, and increase system 
resiliency to extreme weather events. The Project will be in Grant County, South Dakota and potentially in 
Big Stone, Lac qui Parle, Swift, Stevens, Pope, and Douglas Counties, Minnesota depending on the final 
route identified through the state permitting processes in Minnesota and South Dakota. Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota were applicants to a Certificate of Need application that was filed with the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) on September 29, 2023, and plan to submit a Route Permit 
application with the MN PUC in the fourth quarter of 2024 as well as a Facility Permit application with the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. Depending on a variety of 
factors, construction of the Project is anticipated to start in 2027 and end in either 2030 or 2031. 

Otter Tail and Western Minnesota started public engagement efforts in the second quarter of 2023 
through a series of public meetings and has continued routing efforts since that time with a second round 
of public meetings recently occurring throughout the Project area over the past month.  Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota, with our consultants' help, have identified potential corridors as shown on the 
enclosed map. These corridors were based on: (1) an analysis of publicly available data; (2) stakeholder 
feedback and comments; (3) engineering and constructability best practices; (4) environmental 
considerations; and (5) regulatory rules and guidelines. These corridors are planning to be refined into a 
preferred route in which Otter Tail and Western Minnesota will seek to obtain a 150-foot-wide easement 
from landowners for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 345-kV transmission 
line.   

We request your review of the corridors identified for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards defining a preferred route. We are particularly interested in any property 
located within or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would 
also appreciate being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating 
within the corridors in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  
To help us identify potential concerns or opportunities in our on-going routing analysis, we request that 
you please provide us with any information pertaining to the Project by December 11, 2023. Verbal, 
written or email responses should be sent to: 

1 See more information at www.misoenergy.org. 
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HDR, Inc. 
Attn: Jennifer Hanley 
51 N Broadway, Suite 550 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com 
701-353-6139 
 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route.  

If you desire further information regarding the proposed Project, please contact me at 218-739-8311 or 
jweiers@otpco.com or our lead environmental consultant, Jennifer Hanley of HDR, Inc., at  
701-353-6139 or jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com.  In addition, further information about the Project can also 
be found on our website at www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com. 

We appreciate and value your input in our on-going efforts to minimize effects to socioeconomics, avoid 
known culturally significant sites, protect natural resources, and utilize opportunities to parallel existing 
infrastructure corridors where feasible and look forward to your feedback and continued coordination.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jason Weiers 
Manager, Transmission Project Development 
 
Enclosure: BSSA Corridor Map 
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State Agencies 
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Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts 
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November 10, 2023 

Leanne Buck, Executive Director
Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
255 Kellogg Boulevard East, Ste 101 
St Paul, MN 55103 

Re: Request for Input for the Proposed Big Stone South to Alexandria Transmission Line Project 
(BSSA)

Dear Executive Director Buck, 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) and Missouri River Energy Services, on behalf of Western 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (Western Minnesota), are partnering to develop, construct, and co-
own a new, approximately 100-mile, 345-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line that will connect Otter 
Tail’s existing Big Stone South 345-kV substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to Western 
Minnesota’s existing Alexandria 345-kV substation near Alexandria, Minnesota (referred to as the Project 
or BSSA). The Project is a segment of one of eighteen new transmission projects identified in the Upper 
Midwest by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)1 that is needed to ensure electric 
reliability, reduce transmission congestion, increase access to low-cost energy, and increase system 
resiliency to extreme weather events. The Project will be in Grant County, South Dakota and potentially in 
Big Stone, Lac qui Parle, Swift, Stevens, Pope, and Douglas Counties, Minnesota depending on the final 
route identified through the state permitting processes in Minnesota and South Dakota. Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota were applicants to a Certificate of Need application that was filed with the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) on September 29, 2023, and plan to submit a Route Permit 
application with the MN PUC in the fourth quarter of 2024 as well as a Facility Permit application with the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. Depending on a variety of 
factors, construction of the Project is anticipated to start in 2027 and end in either 2030 or 2031. 

Otter Tail and Western Minnesota started public engagement efforts in the second quarter of 2023 
through a series of public meetings and has continued routing efforts since that time with a second round 
of public meetings recently occurring throughout the Project area over the past month.  Otter Tail and 
Western Minnesota, with our consultants' help, have identified potential corridors as shown on the 
enclosed map. These corridors were based on: (1) an analysis of publicly available data; (2) stakeholder 
feedback and comments; (3) engineering and constructability best practices; (4) environmental 
considerations; and (5) regulatory rules and guidelines. These corridors are planning to be refined into a 
preferred route in which Otter Tail and Western Minnesota will seek to obtain a 150-foot-wide easement 
from landowners for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed 345-kV transmission 
line.   

We request your review of the corridors identified for the Project to help identify opportunities and 
constraints as we move towards defining a preferred route. We are particularly interested in any property 
located within or adjacent to the corridors which your agency may own or have an interest in. We would 
also appreciate being made aware of any proposed developments your agency may be contemplating 
within the corridors in addition to any information that might assist us in our siting analysis and studies.  
To help us identify potential concerns or opportunities in our on-going routing analysis, we request that 
you please provide us with any information pertaining to the Project by December 11, 2023. Verbal, 
written or email responses should be sent to: 

1 See more information at www.misoenergy.org. 
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HDR, Inc. 
Attn: Jennifer Hanley 
51 N Broadway, Suite 550 
Fargo, ND 58102 
Jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com 
701-353-6139 
 

Future opportunities for input will also be available. As the Project progresses, we are planning to have 
additional consultations with agencies, other jurisdictions, and landowners as we develop and refine a 
preferred route.  

If you desire further information regarding the proposed Project, please contact me at 218-739-8311 or 
jweiers@otpco.com or our lead environmental consultant, Jennifer Hanley of HDR, Inc., at  
701-353-6139 or jennifer.hanley@hdrinc.com.  In addition, further information about the Project can also 
be found on our website at www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com. 

We appreciate and value your input in our on-going efforts to minimize effects to socioeconomics, avoid 
known culturally significant sites, protect natural resources, and utilize opportunities to parallel existing 
infrastructure corridors where feasible and look forward to your feedback and continued coordination.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jason Weiers 
Manager, Transmission Project Development 
 
Enclosure: BSSA Corridor Map 
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