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1 AUGUST 16, 2022 - PUBLIC | NFORVATI ON MEETI NG - 09- 1197 1 M R SCOTT EK He”o Thanks for Comi ng
2 BEFORE THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON 2 tonight. We're here for thePIea%ntVaIIemed
3 AND DEPARTNENT  CF COMVERCE 3 repower project. Xcel Energy applied for a repower
4 4 of the existing Pleasant Valley Wind facility.
5 5  August 16th, 2022. My nameis Scott EK.
6 Inthe Matter of the Application for a Site Pernit 6 I'mananalystwiththePuincUtiIitiesCommission.
7 Amendnent to Repower the 200 MW Pl easant Valley Large 71 Supposel can move thisalong. We have Rich Davis
8 Wnd Energy Conversion Systemin Dodge and Mower 8 with the Department of Commerce. They help us with
9 Counties, Mnnesota 9 the technical and environmental-type work with
10 10 projectslikethis. And Matt Langan with Xcel
11 PUC DOCKET NO. E- 002/ W&- 09- 1197 11 Energy. And I'll start out the beginning of the
12 12 presentation. Matt will pick up the details of the
13 13 project, and I'll just outlay the review process,
14 14 the Commission review process. Then we'll get to
15 Holiday Inn Austin Conference Center 15 questions and comments you may have at the end of
16 1701 Fourth Avenue Northwest 16 the presentation.
17 Austin, M nnesota 17 Soasyou know there's an existing
18 18 facility, the Pleasant Valley Wind. It wasissued a
19 19 permit originally back in 2010. The permit was
20 Met, pursuant to Notice, at 6:00 p.m in |20 amended acoupletimes, oncein 2013, oncein 2014.
21 the evening on August 16, 2022. 21 Butthe facility‘s now beenin operati on since about
22 22 November of 2015, | believe. And so just this April
23 23 Xcel applied for, as| said, an amendment to the
24 24 ditepermit, and it'scalled -- | guessin the
25 COURT REPCRTER  Bridget E. Kelly 25 industry we call it arepower, and well get to why
Page 2 Page 4
e | NDEX | 1itscalledthat. _ N
2 But they're repowering the facility to
3 Seott B ® | 3 improve turbine technology, maximize the energy
4 Mt Langan " | 4 yidd, and extend the service life of thisfacility.
5 Mathan Runke 15 1 5 Matt will get moreinto this, but basically it
6 Randy Swanson 16 | 6 entails-- in the application Xcel's explained it.
7 Jim Hahn 21 1 7 It entails replacing the nacelle, which isthe
8  aris Hogg 22 | g blades and the mechanical structure on top of all
9 Jim Hahn 23 | 9 100 of the existing turbines. So none of the
10 Randy Swanson 24 110 turbines-- | shouldn't say that. Some of them -- |
11 nate Reid 24 111 believeit was 14 it's a complete replacement.
12 Randy Swanson 26 |12 Others, they'll replace parts, you know, the blades
13 Kris Houg 29 |13 or inside the mechanical areaon all the 100
14 Ron Maschi ng 30 |14 existing turbines.
15 Rich Davis 32 |15  None of the turbine locations will move,
16 Ron Maschi ng 33 |16 soeverything that is there now and the foundations
17 Nate Reid 39 |17 will remain asitis. It'sjust replacing the
18 Duwayne Skov 42 |18 mechanical equipment on each of the turbine
19 Lavonne Skov 42 |19 locations. And the upgrade will resultin a
20 Ji m Hahn 46 |20 production capacity increase to 220 megawatts,
21 Tom Zel | mer 46 |21 however, the point of interconnection -- that's
22 Ji m Hahn 46 |22 wherethefacility interjectsits power into the
23 Randy Swanson 47 |23 grid-- still will remain at the 200 megawatts that
24 24 thefacility was permitted for. But Matt will get
25 25 into much more detail than | have.
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1 Sofor projectslikethisit's-- as| 1 additional information as well based on what's been
2 said it'sreally amending the existing permit to 2 heard. Andit's expected in October the Commission
3 reflect Xcel's proposal to do these upgrades. And 3 would take this up and make amendments to the
4 so the Commission, when it looks at this, you know, | 4 permit, or they could deny, but they will make a
5 welook at the large wind energy conversion systems, | 5 decision on what's been proposed.
6 and we make sure any changes are done that are 6 Sothat'swherewe'reat. I'll havea
7 compatible with environmental preservation, 7 few more dlides after Matt explains the project, and
8 sustainable development, and the efficient use of 8 then as| said we'll head into questions and
9 resourcesin ageneral sense. 9 comments.
10  Xcel hasan application. There'sa 10 MR.MATT LANGAN: Thank you, Scott. Can
11 review copy here. There'selectronic copiesonour |11 everyone hear me okay? We don't have a microphone.
12 eDockets system. I'll have moreinformation about |12 Wefeel like it was a cozy enough room maybe so
13 how to accessthat aswe move on here. That, Xcel |13 you'd be ableto hear us. But just raise your hand
14 goesthrough, you know, all the categories the 14 if | get too quiet for you.
15 Commission must look at and givesusinformationon |15  SoI'm Matt Langan. | work with Xcel
16 potential impacts of the upgrade, measures they 16 Energy. I'm part of aproject team that has
17 would use to mitigate any of those impacts and 17 proposed this repower project at Pleasant Valley.
18 whatnot. And we consider those -- the Commission |18 That proposal isin those binders behind Rich there
19 considers those when it amends the permit. 19 inahard copy, if anybody's interested in looking
20  So second, the Commission can amend a 20 at them. We brought some maps here tonight. What
21 site permit for alarge wind energy conversion 21 I'll say is, isthat thereisaformal, you know,
22 system at any time for good cause. And inthiscase |22 presentation that happens tonight. We do take
23 it'sareguest to amend, and the Commission can 23 questions or comments recorded by the reporter here.
24 place conditionsin a permit or modify, in this 24 But certainly if you want to -- we're gonna stick
25 case, apermit that's already out there. 25 around if you have questions, you know, that, you
Page 6 Page 8
1 Sothisis-- you know, this process, 1 know, you wanted to ask on the side and look at a
2 thisisreally the -- tonight's probably the most 2 particular areaon the map. Well hang around and
3 important part of the process, isto come out into 3 be happy to entertain those too, if you didn't want
4 the community, answer questions, and provide 4 to speak during the more formal portion of this.
5 information on what the project's about. And 5 Okay. So, Scott, you can go to the next
6 there'sawritten comment period that followsthis 6 dlide, if you don't mind.
7 meeting until -- | believeit's August 31st where 7  Sojust alittle quick bit about Xcel
8 you can write in comments. So tonight, verbal 8 Energy. We have serviceterritory in eight states
9 questions and comments, and the written comment are | 9 in the nation, 3.6 million electricity customers,
10 the most important part of this process. 10 2 million natural gas customers. We are aleader in
11 Youcansee8/16 and 8/17. Sowe're at 11 wind energy, energy efficiency, carbon reduction,
12 thein-person public information meeting tonight. 12 storm restoration, and innovative technology.
13 Thereisan online onetomorrow. Everythingthat's |13  Next dide, please.
14 discussed tonight will be discussed tomorrow, so 14 And so our company hasavision for the
15 it'sfor those who can't participate in person and 15 future, and that is to reduce carbon emissions
16 want to participate online. But nothing's different 16 amongst our generation fleet. Pleasant Valey Wind
17 about the meetings. It'sthe sameinformationboth |17 Farmisarealy important part of that. 1n 2020
18 nights. But you're welcome to attend both if you 18 our company was able to reduce carbon emissions by
19 choose, and as | said the information -- the written 19 51 percent in comparison to levelsin 20 -- excuse
20 comment period closes August 31st. 20 me, 2005. Our goal is by 2030 to reduce those
21 Next month -- there isn't a designated 21 carbon emissions by 80 percent based off 2005
22 date as of yet, but there will be post-meeting 22 numbers and by 2050 be 100 percent carbon free.
23 filings by the Department that will take into 23 Next dlide, please.
24 consideration the commentsraised tonight. Andin |24  So as part of that progression, we
25 the written comment period, Xcel will file 25 applied to the Public Utilities Commission for a
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1 repower of four of our existing wind farmsin our 1 anumber of farms. Thisis pretty standard for wind
2 northern region, three of which arein Minnesotaand | 2 farmsthese days, and we've found that folks really
3 oneof whichisthe Pleasant Valley Wind Farm. The | 3 appreciate having the lights only on when the
4 Commission approved that plan, that proposal, in 4 aircraft are coming by. And I'm happy to -- when |
5 2020, but there are further approvals that the 5 get done with the presentation if anybody has any
6 Commission needs to make before that actually 6 more questions about that system, I'm happy to
7 happens. And so the site permit amendment isoneof | 7 answer them.
8 those, and that's what we're here talking about 8  Scott, you can keep going. Okay. Good.
9 tonight. We believe there are multiple benefits to 9  Sothe construction processis
10 thisproposal. We believeit's going to save our 10 approximately six to eight monthsin duration. We
11 customers money. We believe that it's going to 11 would intend to start in spring of 2025, ending by
12 increase the energy produced and the efficiency with |12 winter of '25. There could be some site preparation
13 whichit's produced. We're going to lengthen the 13 work in 2024, but it would be minor. The actual
14 life of the wind farm so it'sin the community 14 installation of the components really wouldn't occur
15 operating for an even longer span of time and then 15 till startingin '25. In order to remove the blades
16 improve the technology that's within those wind 16 and the hub and install the new components, we'll do
17 turbines. Along with that there are additional 17 so with cranesin the project area. Importantly,
18 landowner payments and local government tax payments |18 and | think especially for this community and this
19 that are good benefits of the project as well. 19 project, we are going to use rubber-tire cranes,
20  You can go to the next dlide. Thank you. 20 where they only travel on public roads and access --
21  Sojust somebasics. Asyou know the 21 and existing access roads to the turbines. There
22 existing wind farm went into operation in 2015. 22 will be no cross-country travel of cranes walking
23 Thereare 100 Vestas -- Vestas is the model -- 100 23 from one turbine to the next across fields.
24 Vestas V100 models within the project area, and each |24  And then to give you an idea of what the
25 has a capacity of 2.0 megawatts. With the repowered |25 workspace around aturbine looks like, we have
Page 10 Page 12
1 wind farm, the proposal isto build it in 2025 so 1 analyzed that it would be a maximum 400-foot radius
2 it'sfully operationa as repowered by the end of 2 inthe areaimmediately surrounding the turbine
3 2025. And at that point the turbines will be -- and 3 foundation for usto set our -- to stage our
4 we'll get to thisin the next couple sides, some of 4 equipment, the construction equipment, to stage the
5 the details around this, but then the turbine models 5 new turbine components, and to stage where the old
6 will beaV110, 2.2 megawattsin capacity. Thebuzz | 6 turbine components come down. So that will all
7 numbersthere, V100 meansit's a 100-meter rotor 7 happen within a 400-foot radius maximum of the
8 diameter, okay, and we'll show agraphic, what | 8 turbinefoundation. That's a construction
9 mean by that. It's a 100-meter rotor diameter now. 9 footprint, if you will.
10 When they are repowered at V110s, that will be a 10  Okay. Scott, next one. Thank you.
11 110-meter rotor diameter. So we're increasing the 11 Sojust, you know, as we're using the
12 radius by 5 meters, right, 5 meters on either -- on 12 terminology, obviously the blades, those will move
13 all sides. And then importantly -- I'm sorry, let's 13 from -- you know, instead of 50 meters long, they'll
14 go back one. 14 be55 meterslong. The nacelle will either, again,
15 MR.SCOTT EK: Sorry. 15 have components in that nacelle replaced or an
16 MR.MATT LANGAN: No, that's fine. 16 entirely new nacelle placed on the turbine tower,
17  Thislast bullet is an important one. So 17 and then this piece is the hub right here that
18 asyou know the current models have a static light 18 connectsthe blades. That will be areplaced
19 on thereto make for safe aviation in the area. 19 component as well, as part of the repower. But with
20 What we would intend to install with the repowered |20 the foundation and the tower, those are going to
21 wind farm iswhat's called an aircraft detection 21 remain in the same location and will use the same
22 lighting system. That meansthat the lights are off 22 foundation and tower itself. So those won't move or
23 unless an aircraft is approaching the area. Then 23 change.
24 thelights go on to make for safe navigation. This 24  Okay. Scott, next one. Thanks.
25 isan approved FAA lighting system. We'veputiton |25  |'ve got some contact information on
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1 here. You know, now isthetimewhenyouwantto | 1 hand. But make sure -- we want to do it one person
2 submit -- if you want to submit comments, certainly | 2 at atime 'cause we have a court reporter here that
3 you can do those on the record, and Scott's got 3 will take that information down, and we'll have a
4 contact information for the state to do so. A handy 4 transcript of all the questions and the comments.
5 thing to pick up, if you didn't dready, isthe copy 5  Soyou'll want to state and spell your
6 of this presentation, right there, where all of this 6 first name. If you forget, I'll remind you or the
7 information is going to be. But we at Xcel really 7 court reporter will remind you. Speak loudly and
8 welcome your questions or concerns, and even after | 8 clearly. Andlikel said we sometimeslimit it to
9 this processisover, we redly invite any comments 9 five minutesif there'salot of folks here, but |
10 or questions or concerns to come in to us and well 10 think we have plenty of time to get through any
11 be happy to answer them. So here's someinformation |11 questions that might come up. And should it go way
12 about how to get in touch with us, again either 12 long, you can always add yourself to the queue
13 during this -- the state review process or anytime 13 again. But here'sthe dlide | was talking about
14 after and leading up to and through construction. 14 with theinformation, and as| said there's
15 | think that's my last slide. 15 information on the front desk when you walked in.
16 MR.SCOTT EK: Okay. 16  Sol guesswell go to questions and
17 MR.MATT LANGAN: Thank you. 17 comments. The first person -- the only person that
18  MR. SCOTT EK: Thanks, Matt. 18 signed up to speak is Mr. Nathan Runke.
19  Yeah, so as Matt was leading into here, | 19 MR.NATHAN RUNKE: I can probably talk
20 put this-- I'm going to -- there will be adlide at 20 loud enough from back here. So my name's Nathan
21 the end -- thisinformation will -- I'll leave up at 21 Runke. Sothat's N-A-T-H-A-N, R-U-N-K-E. I'm with
22 theend of the presentation. AsMaitt said there'sa 22 theInternational Union of Operating Engineers Local
23 copy of this presentation with al thisinformation, 23 49. We're aheavy equipment operator union that
24 aswell asanotice that was sent out, so you can 24 represents fourteen and a half thousand members
25 grab those on the front desk. It has contact 25 across Minnesota and both Dakotas, 800 of which live
Page 14 Page 16
1 information, comment deadlines, how to comment, 1 within 50 miles of this project.
2 where to send the comments, and so forth. 2 | just wanted to speak in support of this
3 Sowhat the Commission looks for -- of 3 project. It creates the work that our members do
4 course you can comment on anything you like, but 4 every day. Xcel hasapretty well proven track
5 what helps the Commission and the Department isto | 5 record of employing people with family-sustaining
6 identify any impacts you foresee, you know, with 6 wages and giving them the opportunity to either get
7 your property or with the project in general, human 7 acareer inthisindustry or continue their career
8 and environmental impacts or things that should be 8 inthisindustry, so we really appreciate working
9 mitigated or concerns you just question that are out 9 with acompany like them. I'm confident this
10 there and then the -- just whether or not the 10 project will be donein away that the workers that
11 Commission should approve the requested site permit |11 will work on it will benefit strongly from it. We
12 amendments. That helpsthe Commission. That said, |12 support the goal of carbon reduction. So any of
13 we will take any comment you have and it'salways |13 these wind farms, we'll obviously be out there to
14 helpful. 14 work on them. We'd encourage the Commission to keep
15  That'sthe reason for tonight, and so 15 thelocal benefits of local union labor potential on
16 herejust in afew minutes or so, we'll go into the 16 ajob likethisin mind when they're considering it,
17 questions and comments for you folks. Soif you-- |17 and we'd urge the Commission to approve the
18 | seeon the -- when you camein, thereweresign-in |18 requested site permit amendments. And thank you for
19 sheets. Of courseyou don't haveto signin. It 19 the opportunity to speak tonight.
20 lookslike one -- we have one person that actually 200 MR.SCOTT EK: Thank you. Sol guesswe
21 signed in that wanted to speak. There'sother folks |21 can just now open it up to a show of hands, whoever
22 that just wanted to be put on the mailing list and 22 hasaquestion or acomment.
23 whatnot. So what'll happen, I'll ask the personwho |23 MR. RANDY SWANSON: | have aquestion.
24 signed in to spesk first, and since there'sonly a 24  MR.SCOTT EK: Sure. If you just want to
25 dozen or more of us here, we can go by questionsby |25 -- if you could just state and spell your name for
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1 the court reporter. 1 awind farm that we believe really does provide
2  MR.RANDY SWANSON: Okay. Randy Swanson, | 2 benefitsto the community. We've been here for the
3 SW-A-N-S-O-N. My questionisit seemslike-- are | 3 sevenyears. We like operating here. We hope that
4 you doing thisfor alot of repair, because you're 4 we have agood working relationship with folksin
5 only -- you're only increasing it 2/10ths per 5 the community, and so we want to extend that. We
6 windmill. That seemslikethat'salot of work for 6 want to extend that operating life and that
7 just 2/10th's more power out of each one. That, and | 7 partnership with the community.
8 the other thingisalot of these have been sitting 8 Intermsof theindividual turbines being
9 idle, not even running. I've noticed there's 9 shut down or not working, I'm sorry to say | don't
10 anywhere from threeto ahalf a dozen that haven't 10 have the answer for why that might be. Y ou know, |
11 run for acouple months, and then they'll start them |11 guess| wouldn't know. | can take alook at that
12 again. | waswondering, well, they're gonna start 12 and try to provide some information about why that
13 working on them, but they weren't. So that's the 13 is. But certainly what we'd likeisfor our
14 question therel guess| would have. Asfar asyour |14 turbinesto be operating all the time of course.
15 carbon reduction, most of that was because you 15 MR. RANDY SWANSON: | do have one more
16 eliminated coal plants. 16 part of that asfar asthe -- | just have one more
17 MR.MATT LANGAN: Can | take that? 17 part of that compared to -- | mean, what it amounts
18 MR.SCOTT EK: Yeah. 18 to and stuff, you're backup for these plants and
19 MR.MATT LANGAN: So thanksfor the 19 stuff, alot of people have problems. Why aren't
20 comments, plural, | think. Thanks for the comments. |20 they leaving some of the coal plants, because
21 Number one, you're right the -- while 21 there's gonna be such a high demand for electricity,
22 there'sa0.2 megawatt increase, the numbers, the 22 especially with this administration. It's
23 energy efficiency gained over timeisreally an 23 impossible to meet those demands. Other countries
24 economic win. If you prorate that over the 25-year |24 are saying we might think about it by 2030, and
25 operating life that we're proposing here, it's 25 we'retrying to make all these things now.
Page 18 Page 20
1 actualy substantial with the new technology andthe | 1 Although the United States uses a lot of
2 longer blades. It isatrue economic benefit even 2 electricity, asfar as-- | guesswhat I'm asking is
3 if it seems, you know, incremental per turbine. So 3 the backup plans that they have right now are jet
4 -- and that was something that the Public Utilities 4 engines running on natural gas. But natural gas
5 Commission had to evaluate when they were approving | 5 does not have enough BTUs to start them, so they
6 theproposal, wasisthisworthit? Andsoitis 6 haveto start on ajet fue like adiesel fuel for
7 and we can -- | think we can point -- although not 7 probably 20 to 30 minutes before they can generate
8 off the top of my head, we can point to some areas 8 enough heat to switch it to anatural gas. Kind of
9 of the application where we have, you know, provided | 9 defeats the purpose of the carbons, because they're
10 those numbers. But you'reright. There'san 10 getting alot of carbons out there.
11 incremental per turbine out of the 100 turbines 11 MR. SCOTT EK: Oh, valid points. Vaid
12 increase there, and -- okay. That wasthe first 12 points. It'sjust -- and | get your question. It
13 comment. 13 makesalot of senseto measwell. | question, you
14  Second comment, you're right. Our 14 know, how -- unfortunately, | am not the
15 proposal -- and maybe this was the third comment. |15 decisionmaker. And, you know, | didn't plan these
16 Forgive me. But you'reright. Our proposal isto 16 policiesout in the future and require what -- you
17 shutter our coal plants -- coal-burning units up at 17 know, tell Xcel what they're expected to do and
18 Sherco -- within the State of Minnesota. And so 18 whatnot. But, no, just as acitizen myself, |
19 that makes these type of renewable energy projects |19 scratch my head and go, well, if we're getting rid
20 al the more important, because energy use is not 20 of these big generating facilities, what's gonna
21 going down right now. And soweneedto-- weneed |21 taketheir place? And if so, you know, | think
22 to replace those coal-fired units with renewable 22 you're talking about peaker plants that use natural
23 energy from projectslike this. And so extending 23 gas, and Xcel turns them on and off, you know,
24 the service life of the Pleasant Valley Wind Farmis |24 depending on the grid, the load, and the electricity
25 apriority for us, you know, wherewe'relookingat |25 needed.
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1 Yeah, you'reright. I, you know -- 1 Now, where the bigger bladesreally help
2 that'sjust a bigger conversation than we can have 2 isinthe summer months, right, the low-wind summer
3 heretonight. You know, we're just talking about 3 months. So the bigger blade will allow usto
4 thiswind farm and replacing the mechanics and 4 produce more energy at the 4 to 5, 6-meter second
5 blades on each of the turbines to add to the whole. 5 winds. So that'sreally where their bread and
6 So, | mean, the questions you asked are valid, but | 6 butter iswith the bigger blades. That'swhy the
7 don't know if they can be answered here tonight. 7 industry has gone to the bigger blades, so we can
8 MR.JIM HAHN: My nameis Jim Hahn, 8 spend more time producing energy, if that makes
9 H-A-H-N. My comment really wasweregoingtowork | 9 sense. So going to the overproduce, you know, we're
10 on adding 10 percent of capacity of potential by 10 going from 200 megawatts to 220 megawatts. That's
11 adding the bigger blades and better technology, but |11 at our top end. But well just run a curtailment on
12 ultimately what are we going to gain by this? If we |12 them. Sowe won't technically shut any down, but we
13 cannot add that extra 10 percent into the grid, why 13 can only interject 200 megawatts onto the system.
14 dowedoit? 14 That isour limit, and we're not allowed to go over
15 MR.MATT LANGAN: Sowhile--can| 15 that. Doesthat answer your question?
16 answer? 16 MR.JIM HAHN: Yeah, | guessit does. It
17  MR.SCOTT EK: Oh, yeah. 17 just makes you go to work and feel -- like Randy was
18 MR.MATT LANGAN: Soit's--it'sthe 18 just asking about, you know, why do you have them
19 energy efficiency given by, right, the new -- the 19 standidle?
20 new blades and the new components withinthe nacelle (20 MR. CHRISHOGG: Well, those couple that
21 that gain agreater efficiency. So we're capturing 21 are standing idle, they have been standing idle for
22 -- capturing more wind, if you will, right, and 22 alittlewhile. The December 18th derecho that came
23 therefore increasing what is currently the 23 through did damage to the blades. We had seven
24 generating output. Even -- evenif we are ableto 24 blades get damaged in that storm, and it'staken a
25 -- we are limited to our maximum contribution at the |25 while. The blades, they're older. They're harder
Page 22 Page 24
1 point of interconnect, we are able to get there more 1 tofind. You know, it's 2015, 2014, is when they
2 efficiently, and so we are actually producing more 2 were produced. So they get harder to find. You
3 energy with the new repowered turbines than the 3 gotta get them shipped up here. They come from all
4 existing turbines. 4 over the U.S. They have to be matched weight. They
5 MR.JIM HAHN: So ultimately you'll leave 5 gotta be within so many kilograms of each other.
6 more tower stands idle then 'cause you won't need 6 The pitch has got to be the same on them. So we
7 them? 7 finally got themin. We're doing the last one
8 MR.MATT LANGAN: Chris, would you -- we 8 hopefully on Thursday, and we should have all of
9 do have other members of the Xcel project team here, | 9 them back and running.
10 and we would have to state a name and provide an 10 MR.RANDY SWANSON: Are they equipping
11 answer. Chris, if you could. 11 them with the deicing?
12 MR.CHRISHOGG: ChrisHogg, H-O-G-G. So |12 MR.CHRISHOGG: | wish there was
13 right now our max output, we're a 200-megawatt 13 something for deicing.
14 facility. That's with our interconnect, right, so 14 MR.RANDY SWANSON: Okay.
15 we can't go over 200 megawatts. We'rea2.0 machine |15 MR. CHRISHOGG: Doesthat kind of get
16 right now, so we can at the turbine generate 16 both questions there?
17 2 megawatts or 200 megawatts, right, collectively. 17  MR. SCOTT EK: Arethere any other
18 But welosealot of the lossesin the collection 18 questions from folks?
19 lines. So what the overrun does on the 2.2 -- the 2 19  Yes, sir. Jugt, if you could, speak
20 tothe 2.2, it allows us to generate 200 megawatts 20 loudly and --
21 at our point of interconnect. So we're gonna get 21 MR.NATE REID: Sure. Sure.
22 there -- so that's about five or six megawatts that 22 Nate Reid, R-E-I-D. | guess my question's probably
23 we'relosing, without looking at the numbersagain, |23 for Chris. And Xcel's been really good to work with
24 from the turbine al the way to our point of 24 asopposed to the original construction outfit. How
25 interconnect. 25 heavy isthe crane? Andisit gonna-- isit gonna
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1 crushtilewhenit runsacrossit? Draintile. 1 them that said, yeah, we'd like them in a different
2 MR.CHRISHOGG: | mean, long story 2 spot than what they are. They went by the original
3 short, yeah, | mean, we're gonna crush tile again, 3 footprint no matter what. They didn't give a hoot
4 but we're gonna stay to the turbine roads. So that 4 what we said at the meetings, and basically they
5 access, we're actually gonna have to -- the crane's 5 were saying they were gonna plank this and stuff,
6 alittle wider than the road in some spots, so if 6 the heavy cranes and things. And | realize what
7 there'stile out there, there's high potential for 7 you're using now is gonna be alot better system as
8 it to beimpacted. Now, they can't travel that full 8 far ascranes.
9 crane fully weighted down our turbine roads, so 9 MR.CHRISHOGG: Yep.
10 well actually have to break down quite abit of it 10 MR.RANDY SWANSON: What they did as far
11 so it becomes an overweight semitrailer, you know, |11 ascranes, they were out to crush tile. | mean,
12 whichis still 80,000 pounds, right? You'removing |12 they damaged millions of dollars of tile.
13 down theroad or down aturbineroad. But werenot |13 MR. CHRISHOGG: | don't disagree with
14 -- as Matt mentioned earlier, we're not going across |14 that. Again, werein better control of the
15 theroad. It'sturbine to turbine on the access 15 situation this time around.
16 road. Oncethey get down to whatever'sonthatset |16 MR. SCOTT EK: Mr. Swanson.
17 of accessroads, they'll break it down moreandthen |17  MR. RANDY SWANSON: Yes.
18 takeit on to the next set and build it at the 18 MR.SCOTT EK: Wehavethisal in
19 tower. 19 transcript. So, you know -- and our permits -- our
20 Sol'vekind of looked at that, and |'ve 20 permits -- no, but really, the Commission -- that's
21 been working alittle bit with the project team. 21 one of the important things to the commissioners. |
22 You know, there's -- if there's amain under the 22 know that they -- the first thing they have in mind
23 road, it's something where we could possibly do some |23 when considering a project or any changesto a
24 cribbing, get aramp, do cribbing sowecan spread |24 project are the concerns of the people, of the
25 that load out even more. The mainsare-- | don't 25 landowners. | know -- | mean, one of the
Page 26 Page 28
1 want to crushamain. RESwas-- RESdid afew of | 1 commissioners, he's just focused on, you know, local
2 those obviously back in the original construction, 2 landowners and ensuring that that permit covers, you
3 but there's definitely things we can do to help 3 know, al the concerns that they have. And our
4 prevent and truly minimize the impact to thefield 4 permits do require a builder to -- if they damage
5 tilethistime. 5 draintile, fences, anything for that matter, that
6  And then since we're more in charge of 6 it needsto be replaced. And at any time we would
7 the project as opposed to last time, asthe BOT 7 expect alandowner, if there's problems working with
8 welll be able to more handpick our tile company, and | 8 that developer or construction company, to cometo
9 they'll be able to be out there while -- you know, 9 the Commission, and that's when we step in and help
10 whilewe're on construction and do repairs and stuff |10 take over for that landowner. Soit'sreally
11 right then and there. Long story short, we'll crush 11 important.
12 sometile, but we'll be more responsive to fixing 12 It'sunfortunate that last time around it
13 them thistime around, as we have full control this 13 sounds like some not so great things may have
14 time. 14 happened, and | think Xcel's aware of that, it
15 MR.RANDY SWANSON: Could | add to that 15 soundslike too. So thistime around if thisisall
16 question? | don't want to be hogging everything 16 approved, hopefully it'salittle better. Butitis
17 here, but | think it'd probably the opinion and my 17 aconcern that the commissioners all take to heart.
18 opinionisespecially that I'm glad Xcel isdoing 18  MR.RANDY SWANSON: In that sense | have
19 this. But the ones that were doing the construction |19 sympathy for Xcel, because alot of situations,
20 there, the last group, they're pathetic, and they -- 20 there were things they didn't have control over and
21 what was discouraging to alot of people was that 21 they got dumped on, iswhat it amounted to. So
22 they put afootprint out saying we're gonna put 22 that's the main thing there, and they were supposed
23 these windmills here and stuff like that, and then 23 tolast asfar asthe -- that was the first question
24 they said but we'll change where you want. Well, 24 | asked. Asfar asthelongevity of these, they
25 everybody -- not everybody, but there's alot of 25 weretalking 25, 30 years. A lot of them were
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1 leaking in the planetaries and everything like this, 1 Waltham Township. The roads were not fine. They
2 thereduction for the crops and stuff. But then 2 did not repair them, and in fact on intersections
3 four or five years, oil running down and stuff this 3 that they had widened out when they went and removed
4 way. Sothat'swhat | was hoping. They're putting 4 it, in places they narrowed our roadway at that
5 alot better equipment in there now than they did 5 intersection by 3 feet and the in-slope was totally
6 before asfar asthe gearboxes, asfar as everything 6 ignored. That putsthe township at a severe
7 that goesthat way. 7 liability. If somebody would cut the corner a
8 MR.SCOTT EK: Thank you. 8 little too short, it would cause arollover, because
9 Yes dr, if you can just state and spell 9 thein-slopeis not what it was supposed to be.
10 your name and try to speak loud if you can, please. |10 My questionis, iswould it bein the
11 MR.KRISHOUG: My nameisKris Houg, 11 best interest of the township to go out and
12 K-R-I-S, H-O-U-G. | actualy live over by Glenville |12 videotape all these roadsin the conditions they are
13 in the footprint of the Freeborn Wind Farm that they |13 now prior to when this construction starts so we
14 put up there recently. But anyway to put people's 14 have areference of what we expect Xcel or the
15 mind at ease, I'm actually with the Local 49too, so0 |15 contractorsto bring it back to prior to them
16 | came from the heavy equipment operator background. |16 leaving the area? Last contractors paid Waltham
17 And | cantell you that Xcel hasbeen agreat entity |17 Township -- | believe it was $78,000 and said, well,
18 to work with on these projects. They'veprovideda |18 here'sthe money, you guysjust go and fix it. When
19 lot of local jobs, and you're gonna see alot less, 19 you have 8 miles of road that the integrity has been
20 | guess, travelersin from the southern states and 20 totally compromised, $78,000, what is the cost to
21 dl over. They pick really responsible contractors 21 regrade 1 mile of road? It is much greater than
22 to do these jobs, and they take care of the 22 what they were -- they were throwing peanuts at us,
23 landowners. 23 thinking we would think it was alarge sum of money
24 I'mworking with several farms out west 24 and that wasit. We were not allowed to maintain
25 right now that Xcel isin charge of, and they've 25 that road for three years while construction went
Page 30 Page 32
1 been absolutely perfect for people to deal with. 1 on. | would hope that they would allow the township
2 And the landownersthat | have talked to are 2 to perform maintenance during the construction
3 absolutely happy with what's going on out there. 3 period rather than comein after everything was
4 And so like you guys have dealt with in the past, 4 destroyed and try and bring it back to where it was.
5 I've heard horror stories. | just wanted to cheer 5 MR.MATT LANGAN: Did you want to answer
6 upthelocalsalittle bit. There'sgonnabealot 6 that? I'm happy to also, in terms of road-use
7 better contractors in town working on these. 7 agreements.
8 MR.SCOTT EK: Thank you. Yes, sir. 8 MR.RICH DAVIS: | was gonna say per the
9 MR.RON MASCHING: My nameis Ron 9 site permit that the Commission would issue for
10 Masching, R-O-N, M-A-S-C-H-I-N-G. My questionis |10 this, thereislanguagein there-- there'sa
11 with the weight of these cranes, it doesn't matter 11 condition to have aroad-use agreement or a
12 if they're rubber tired or if there on tracks or 12 development agreement, is what they're called.
13 whatever. What occurred last year within Waltham |13 Sometimes that's generally between the county and
14 township wasthe integrity of the gravel roadsis 14 the developer, so Xcel inthiscase. A lot of times
15 totally destroyed. The actual load that you can put |15 townshipswill give that authority over to the
16 on agravel road isfar less than 80,000 pounds. 16 county, like you mentioned with Mower County signing
17 And the width when they get out to the outer edge of |17 off on stuff. And that's kind of where the
18 that road, it does not have the depth of gravel, so 18 responsibility of that lies, isthat we haveto --
19 theintegrity of theroad is easily destroyed. And 19 welll receive a copy of that. But at this point |
20 thesimplefix of just adding more gravel to that 20 would say you might want to address that.
21 road does not improve the integrity of theroadthat |21 MR. MATT LANGAN: | think you're
22 was destroyed. 22 answering correctly. So as part of the site permit
23 And my question is as aresident, Mower 23 if we were warranted, there will be a condition that
24 County waswilling to sign off that the roads were 24 we enter into aroad-use or road-development
25 fine, and at that time | operated the grader for 25 agreement with the townships and county. | know

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters

(8) Pages 29 - 32

(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - r epor ter s@j anetshaddix.com



Amendment to Repower the 200 MW Pleafhi 185l lltylblar gefor mation M eeting
Wind Energy Conversion System in Dodge and M ower C8-$6-22

Public Information Meeting - 09-1197
August 16, 2022

Page 33 Page 35
1 that those agreements take a while to put together. 1 that road-use agreement is what roads will be used.
2 | also know that, you know, getting a snapshot of 2 Not every single road of course in the township and
3 the current condition of the road is something 3 county is going to be used for construction. That's
4 that'sin theinterest of both parties, right? So, 4 abig part of the negotiation or the cooperation
5 yeah, it's often avideotaping of the condition of 5 between the construction company and the local unit
6 theroad or other measures of the road's integrity 6 of government, whatever it might be, iswhat are the
7 before construction starts. 7 appropriate roads to use to accomplish construction.
8 MR.RON MASCHING: Soin theinvestment 8 Sowe're not using roads that aren't appropriate in
9 of having that videotape, there are companies out 9 thefirst placeto use.
10 therethat professionally do videotaping and they 10 Go ahead.
11 know the critical areas, of which it is definitely 11 MR.RICH DAVIS: | wasjust going to say
12 shown in the before video and the after video. Is 12 | would recommend that you -- that the township
13 Xcel willing to accept that they incur the cost of 13 bring that up to Mower County so that they can then
14 that, or would the township to have to pay for that 14 havethat discussion with Xcel when they're working
15 just to protect what we currently have? 15 through the road-use agreement, unless the
16 MR.MATT LANGAN: | want to makesurelI'm |16 township's gonnarepresent themselvesin that --
17 understanding your question correctly because the 17 working through that agreement, because then it
18 answer to what | think your question is, is that 18 would be -- you would want something like that in
19 Xcel Energy would be responsible for any damages |19 the agreement itself to specify who's doing the
20 caused to the roadways because of construction 20 before and the after in handling those kind of
21 traffic. 21 things. That would be my recommendation, | guess.
22 MR.RON MASCHING: Okay. My questionis |22 That'swhere it would probably do the most help.
23 to makeit very clear what damage was done, what the |23 MR. RON MASCHING: What I'm looking at is
24 condition of the road was before, and what it is 24 what took place when the wind farm was originally --
25 after construction's completed, to pay for that 25 theoriginal construction when it was erected. What
Page 34 Page 36
1 videotaping, is that going to be the responsibility 1 I'mlooking at is the township did not have a say
2 of thetownship or is Xcel going to have funds 2 s0. We had to go to Mike Hanson in Mower County,
3 available to reimburse the township for that, or is 3 and we had to actually physically drag him out and
4 Xcel going to have aprogram? Becauseit'snotjust | 4 show him the damage on the roads before he said,
5 one township that's affected here. The 100 wind 5 okay, well, maybe | shouldn't sign off on this.
6 generatorsinvolve many townships. 6  Because Sargeant Township to the east of
7  MR.MATT LANGAN: Yes. 7 us, one of the roads, like you said, that they used
8 MR.RON MASCHING: Arethey going to 8 was 320, and that -- amile of that was in Sargeant
9 videotape al those, or isit just up to the 9 Township. A mile of it wasin Waltham Township.
10 townshipsto stand up and say, hey, we want to 10 And, | mean, it -- that road just got pushed down
11 protect what we have worked hard to maintain? 11 intothe ground. They tried to repair it by putting
12 MR.MATT LANGAN: Y eah, understood. 12 big 4-inch breaker rock on the road with no concern
13 Thanks. And thisis such agood guestion and 13 for the liability that the township would stand if
14 something that we spend alot of time on. | will 14 somebody driving down that road tried to driveit at
15 say that it's not me that negotiates the road-use 15 55 miles an hour, which isthe legal speed limit on
16 agreement, so | don't know every detail onit. But 16 agravel road that is not posted. According to
17 | will say that it seemsreasonable that Xcel Energy |17 state law, it's 55 miles an hour. |f somebody loses
18 would bear the cost of taping the condition of the 18 control of that vehicle and goesin the ditch, | can
19 roads before we usethem. That seemsreasonable, |19 guarantee you their lawyer is going to name Waltham
20 andif I'm wrong, anybody else on the Xcel project |20 Township as the responsible party, and we were not
21 team cantell mel am, or I'll come back and I'll 21 allowed to do anything to maintain those roads while
22 get in touch with you directly to tell you | was 22 the construction was going on.
23 wrong. But that seems like areasonable cost forus |23 Sowhat | would like to see changed is
24 to bear, and so we'll do that. 24 that not only does the county take responsibility to
25  What | will say is, you know, part of 25 sign off, but also the townships have a say in that.
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1 Thisisall going to be discussed at the township's 1 farmland, for the townships, and the roads. It was

2 annual meeting in March prior to when all this gets 2 all alearning process. | just hope that across the

3 started. 3 board that everybody, al people concerned, will do

4 MR.SCOTT EK: | can add to that. And 4 amuch better job in making it so that efficiency of

5 I'm sorry to hear about the problems you had with 5 producing electricity isn't, quote, unquote, the

6 thelast contractor and whatnot. That said, also 6 focus of the whole thing.

7 I'm not putting any blame. It'stoo bad that you 7 MR.SCOTT EK: Right. Yes

8 couldn't have -- someone couldn't have contactedthe | 8 MR. NATE REID: Nate Reid again. I'm

9 Commission. You know, | imagine you went tothe | 9 wondering what happensif | don't sign my amendment.
10 contractor, and the contractor is supposed to 10 A little background, I met with a gentleman, avery
11 contact the Commission, and there's supposedtobea |11 nice guy and, you know, got the sheet that says,

12 chain of -- achain of command. And if that chain 12 okay, it's gonna be 10 percent more on such and such
13 of command breaks down, then we would expect the |13 adate and all this and that and, you know, talked
14 township to come to the Commission or go to the 14 about going from the loyalty payment to the fixed
15 county. There would be some type of interaction. 15 payment. And that'sall great too, and | said,
16  But | wanted to -- hereswhy | point 16 well, you know, that sounds great, why don't you
17 that out, isin the permit that's existing right 17 just write that into the amendment that it's gonna
18 now, thisisjust an excerpt from Section 7.8, and 18 be 10 percent more based on some, you know, CPI
19 thiswon't change. With your commentstonight,it |19 factor from this point forward, and we'll know
20 might get even alittle better as we go through this 20 exactly what it will be. And, well, we can't do
21 processto amend. But, you know, the permittee 21 that.
22 shall, prior to use of such roads, make satisfactory 22 Sol'mkind of wondering, | don't usualy
23 arrangements with the appropriate state, county, or |23 sign contracts that | have to perform on without the
24 township government body having jurisdiction over |24 other side stating exactly what they're gonna do.
25 roadsto be used for construction of the project for 25 It seemslikeit'safairly -- and maybe | don't
Page 38 Page 40

1 maintenance repair of the roads that will be subject 1 understand and that'sfine. It seemslike afairly

2 to extrawear and tear due to transportation of 2 straightforward deal. Y ou know, we're gonna max out

3 equipment and project components. The permittee 3 a2.2, and | think the previous thing says 4400 per

4 shall notify the Commission of such arrangements 4 megawatt. And, you know, there's -- you know,

5 upon request to the Commission. 5 inflation's been low. It'sratcheting up. So, |

6  Sojust saying that, | know Xcel has done 6 mean, it should be fairly easy to spell out exactly

7 other projects and is aware of this. Thisisvery 7 what we're gonna get paid. So I'm kind of wondering

8 genera language, and you heard me name townshipsin | 8 wheredo | go from there?

9 there. Soin this case thisroad agreement would 9 MR.MATT LANGAN: Wdll, | can -- yeah, |
10 include the county, the townships, if it was a city. 10 can answer part of that, but | do have one question
11 All those players involved would be part of that 11 just so | understand. Do you host a turbine on your
12 road agreement, and it would haveto befiled. And |12 land?

13 somewherein that agreement, Xcel would havetosay |13 MR.NATE REID: Yes.

14 all of these bodies agree to this and we've cometo 14 MR.MATT LANGAN: Okay. All right. Soll
15 agreement. If not, Xcel, you need to go back and 15 think -- you know, Xcel would hope to come to an
16 work with these to make -- until thereisagreement |16 agreement with you. | will say that we do have a
17 or satisfaction, you know, to the Commission and al |17 land agent representative here tonight that we're
18 involved. 18 happy to speak with you further about that. The
19  Sol just wanted to point out as the 19 site permit itself doesn't get into, you know,

20 permit exists, it saysthat. It should have helped 20 payment amounts or anything like that, so that's
21 lasttime. | apologize. Hopefully with your 21 sort of not the subject of a site permit tonight.

22 comments and the existing language and Xcel being |22 MR. NATE REID: Right.

23 the developer, it will go better thistime. 23 MR.MATT LANGAN: But | encourage you, if
24 MR.RON MASCHING: Wdll, last timewas a 24 you wouldn't mind, to just stick around, and we
25 learning process for everybody, for the farmers, 25 could speak with you about that afterwards.
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1 MR.NATE REID: Absolutely. 1 everybody'swindshields. And it built up the roads
2  MR.MATT LANGAN: And s0 -- and thanks 2 inour township through the years, 'cause each year
3 for clarifying that you have a turbine on your land. 3 they would do a certain percent of putting crushed
4 You know, we would -- not extending the agreement | 4 rock on certain gravel roads. Tried to do the worst
5 would not allow usto run arepower turbine past the | 5 onesfirst and then build up to where everybody
6 existing term of the permit. That's the impact it 6 would get alight cover.
7 would be. But if you don't mind, sir, please stick 7  But they found that they saved more money
8 around, and we'd be happy to speak with you. 8 -- | have afriend here -- that has been -- when the
9 MR.NATE REID: Very pleasant 9 first people came talking about it, Duwayne was one
10 conversations with the agent and not unhappy. 10 of the advisory board. He talked the other farmers
11 Just like | said | don't want to -- 11 into electing certain guysto be on the board, and
12 MR.MATT LANGAN: You bet. 12 there were five of them. He was one, and they met
13  MR.NATE REID: Good fences make good 13 with the lawyers. They met with RES, and they made
14 neighbors. 14 -- or said to them that they would pay for Dexter's
15 MR.MATT LANGAN: Yep. 15 lawyer also. Not only were they doing the lawsuits,
16 MR.SCOTT EK: And| can just say on the 16 but they were telling the guys.
17 Commission side of it, the Commission doesn'tand |17  And so the word around got that when they
18 can't get into these individual agreements, how 18 first started talking about things, these people
19 they're structured and who agrees on what. 19 didn't even know what we meant by tiling on afarm.
20 Basically, the Commission's just made aware, you 20 They thought we were talking about the stuff you put
21 know, if people are signing agreementsor arethey |21 onwalls. Soit'sreally basic. Y ou gottabe sure
22 against agreements, just kind of how they feel about |22 they know what you want to have them do and that
23 the project being on their property and what -- but 23 tiling ismuch different in Texas. They don't do
24 not the -- not the details of any of these 24 it, and up herethey do alot.
25 agreements, they don't consider. 25 Andwehad alot of tiling issues. They
Page 42 Page 44
1 MR.NATE REID: I would say working with 1 did not follow what he recommended. And our tile
2 Xcel's been very good. | mean, it's-- no 2 lineswent a certain direction, and he wanted them
3 complaintsat al. I'm very happy with them. 3 to not drive across them and put something the other
4 MR.SCOTT EK: All right. Any other 4 way. But they didn't pay any attention, and they
5 folks have questions or comments? 5 went down beside or over or whatever, and so we had
6 Yes, gr,if you could state and spell 6 alot of problemswith them. But it wasn't our
7 your name. 7 local ones that were doing that, and so it was just
8 MR.DUWAYNE SKOV: My nameisDuwayne | 8 peoplethat did not understand that you don't do
9 Skov, S K-O-V. Theinitial construction of thetwo | 9 that.
10 windmills on our property, we had more troublewith |10 COURT REPORTER: Can | get your name?
11 tilelinesthan anything | ever done, And it was 11 MS. LAVONNE SKOV: Oh, Lavonne Skov,
12 about three years before we finally got it 12 L-A-V-O-N-N-E, SK-O-V. It'salong O.
13 straightened out. Also, I'm retired now, and | live 13 MR. SCOTT EK: Andjust to kind of answer
14 inassisted living place. Certainly theincomefrom |14 your concerns, | think asyou heard tonight, we
15 thewindmillsisabig help paying for it. The 15 touched on both those subjects. And it soundslike
16 Dexter Township is getting a nice check from the 16 that's abone of contention with folks, and that's
17 wind tax. The county's getting good wind tax. | 17 exactly what these -- excuse me, these meetings are
18 appreciateit. 18 for, isto get thisinformation on the record so |
19 MR. SCOTT EK: Thank you for the comment. 19 can put it -- Rich can put it into his post-meeting
20 MS.LAVONNE SKOV: And Duwaynewasonthe |20 filings, and | can put it into my briefing papers
21 Dexter board, the township board, for 30 years, and |21 for the commissioners. And Xcel is here today
22 roadsisthe main thing they worked with. Andthey |22 listening to the concerns. So that's the reason for
23 -- hetalked the other guysinto -- instead of 23 these meetings.
24 buying gravel, they bought crushed rock, whichis 24 MS. LAVONNE SKOV: They don't have a --
25 bigger but yet not so big that it's gonna break 25 the board is not working with them at all anymore.
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1 MR.SCOTT EK: I'm sorry? 1 production data that we have. It isn't asgood as

2 MS LAVONNE SKOV: The advisory board 2 itwas, about 5 acres. It il isn't asgood as it

3 that RES had is hot working with Xcel. 3 was prior to thefirst road, that road being put in

4 MR.SCOTT EK: No, Xcel will be the sole 4 and those cranes coming over the top of them. Just

5 developer. 5 I'm not -- not happy with that yet.

6 MS. LAVONNE SKOV: But they are the ones 6 MR.CHRISHOGG: Yeah, let's discuss that

7 that have been coming in and doing building things, | 7 specific issue after the meeting. But again, well

8 Xcel. 8 -- there's a couple good tile companies left in the

9 MR.MATT LANGAN: Wewill, yes, for 9 areadtill, you know, that we use. | use Dylan now
10 Pleasant Valley. 10 for the smaller repairs. We'll have to look at what
11 MS LAVONNE SKOV: For this new one. 11 company we want to bring in that will commit to
12 MR.MATT LANGAN: For the new one, yes. 12 this. Ellingson'sisanother one that comesto
13 MS LAVONNE SKOV: It's--it'sal of 13 mind.
14 us, and werein Mower County. 14 MR. SCOTT EK: Any other questions from
15 MR. SCOTT EK: And then, you know, 15 folks?
16 whatever's decided in this -- whatever the 16 MR.RANDY SWANSON: | would add a comment
17 Commission decides -- if they decide to grant the 17 that maybe alot of the problems we have is that
18 amendments and the project goes, you know, I'd just |18 peoplein the state or federally or anything,
19 stress, you know, you'll have contact information 19 they're so far removed from what is actually taking
20 for the Commission, for me, for Rich, for -- there 20 place out here. They're the ones that we need to
21 will beanindividual designated -- a couple 21 educatethings. It'sjust like things on agravel
22 individuals designated at Xcel that you can contact |22 road. You know, they're coming down 35W thinking
23 that would bein a permit. Reach out if there's 23 that we -- on agravel road, we driveone side. The
24 problems, because if we don't hear about the 24 |oad is made for the crown. The center of the road
25 problems, then we can't -- we don't know about them |25 is made -- that's where the weight can be.
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1 and can't stepin. Soit'simportant that folks let 1 Sowhen you are running something on the

2 us know so we can interject ourselvesinto any 2 edge of the road or something that's that heavy

3 problemsthat could be happening. 3 where it takes that much width -- alot of thistile

4 Any more gquestions or comments? Yes, 4 has mainsthat are running under the road now. It

5 gir. 5 used to be culverts. A lot of them are running

6 MR.JIM HAHN: Jm Hahn again. Just back 6 mainsand stuff now. They're gonnacrush some. So

7 on asfar asrestoration on these tiles, will you be 7 that's -- that's one of theissues, is| think

8 using local tiling companies? |sthat the thought, 8 they're not understanding, and they're making a

9 orisXce gonnabring in tiling companies of their 9 decision to say, oh, just do this, whatever, and
10 own? 10 they don't have the slightest idea what's going on
11  MR.TOM ZELLMER: I'mtrying to think. 11 out here.
12 What we've done is usually ask operations managers |12 MR. MATT LANGAN: Just one question about
13 what they want. Usually, we ask the operations 13 that. Xcel frequently works with, you know, not
14 managers who they have aslocal tile contractorsand |14 only individual landownersfor thingsliketilein
15 if it'sin the system. 15 thefields, locations where those are, but also
16 MR.JIM HAHN: Comment | still haveis 16 county engineers and roadway managers for those type
17 that | know on our chicken farm, one of our main 17 of situationsaswell. Isthat who you would point
18 tilelineswent under -- they put aroad over the 18 usto, to have that kind of local knowledge so that
19 top of ours, and it crushed that. And we still -- 19 we minimize the damage?
20 our production records still show that we got about |20 MR.RANDY SWANSON: Yeah. What | was
21 5acresthat till aren't producing where they were 21 saying beforeis| felt like Xcel is getting the
22 prior to construction. And we're sure not looking 22 brunt of problemsthat they never created, and
23 forward to more crushing of -- coming up these roads |23 basicaly it'salot of our -- alot of our people
24 again, these roads in our field that go over the top 24 inthe state, whatever, they're making decisions and
25 of our tilelines. And like | say we enjoy our 25 saying just do this, and they don't know what's
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going on. So they're the ones that we need to
communicate with. They're the ones that need to be
-- get out here and make a commitment, put your John
Henry down hereto say | will follow this.

MR. MATT LANGAN: | thank you for those
comments. | think it's clear to everybody in the
room, you know, there's a story from last time
around to be told, a cautionary story, and so that
isimpressed upon al of us. Thisfrankly is not
the first we've heard of it. But it helpsto
reinforce what we think we have heard about the way
it went the first way around, and it's motivating to
us to make sure it goes better thistime.

MR. SCOTT EK: Any more comments from
folks?

All right. Well, we'll convene the
meeting then. Well wrap it up. AsMatt said welll
stick around for any comments off the record or
guestions you have about the project, and like |
said if anything comes to mind after tonight,
there's awritten comment period. Just grab some of
the -- a copy of this presentation or the notice on
the front desk. It provides all thisinfo, and you
can contact any of usif you have questions or have
trouble putting a comment in or anything that comes
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to mind and we'll help you out. So thanks for

coming. Thanksfor al the good comments. It's

really good stuff to know actually. So thank you.
(Meeting concluded at 7:21 p.m.)
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