
 
 
January 21, 2025 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
 
Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission  
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101  
 
 
 
RE:  In the Matter of Implementation of 2023 Legislation Changes to Xcel Energy’s 

Community Solar Garden Program, Docket No. E-002/CL-23-335 
 
Dear Mr. Seuffert:  

In response to the Staff Briefing Papers filed in the above-styled matter, Interested Stakeholders 
submit the following alternative decision options.  
 
As stated in our reply comments, the statute governing the LMI-Accessible CSG Program 
defines “capacity,” using the definition in MINN. STAT. § 216B.164 Subd. 2a(c), and therefore no 
definition of “capacity” is needed in the standard contract.1  In its reply comments, Northern 
States Power Company, d/b/a Xcel Energy, proposed to add the following definition to tariff 
sheet 9-99.01: 

“Capacity” is determined by and measured in alternating current (AC) at the solar 
photovoltaic electric generating facility’s inverter or a power control system or 
supplemental device that controls production at this facility before the load at the 
site of the facility.2 

Our reply comments explained that we disagree that any definition of “capacity” is needed in the 
standard contract: 
 

This is because the statute governing the LMI-Accessible CSG Program already 
defines capacity, using the definition in MINN. STAT. § 216B.164 Subd. 2a(c). There 
is thus no need to reiterate the statutory definition in the new CSG standard contract. 
The previous CSG standard contract did not include a definition of “nameplate 
capacity,” and the new CSG standard contract does not need to include a definition 
of “capacity.”3 

 

 
1 Interested Stakeholders, Reply Comments, Doc. No. 23-335 at 2 (Nov. 26, 2024). 
2 Xcel Energy, Reply Comments, Doc. No. 23-335 at 6 (Nov. 26, 2024). 
3 Interested Stakeholders, Reply Comments, Doc. No. 23-335 at 2 (Nov. 26, 2024). 



We note that no proposed decision option reflects this status quo position.  We therefore propose 
the alternative decision option 5a. set forth below. 
 
In addition, in our reply comments, we recommended that the end of the definition of “Bill 
Credit Rate” in the standard contract should contain the following sentence:  

“Upon execution of the Contract, the methodology used to calculate the Average 
Retail Rate shall not change for the term of the Contract.”4  

The substance of the briefing papers accurately represents this recommendation, however, the 
wording of the proposed decision option is slightly different.5  Accordingly, we propose the 
alternative decision option 7a. set forth below 
 
 
Alternative Decision Options: 
 

5a. Approve Xcel’s proposed edits which change “nameplate capacity” to 
“capacity” in the LMI standard contract, except for the additional definition of 
“capacity” at tariff sheet 9-99.01. 
 
7a. Approve the inclusion of “Upon execution of the Contract, the methodology 
used to calculate the Average Retail Rate shall not change for the term of the 
Contract.” 
 

 

 

[Signature Page Follows] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 Id. at 4. 
5 See Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, Staff Briefing Papers, Doc. No. 23-335 at 8, 
Decision Option 7 (Jan. 16, 2025) (“Approve the inclusion of “Upon execution of the Contract, 
the Average Retail Rate shall not change for the term of the Contract.” (Nokomis)”). 



We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, and 
copies have been served on the parties on the attached service list. Please contact me at 
matthew@nokomisenergy.com or (612) 999-8600 if you have any questions regarding this filing. 

 

NOKOMIS ENERGY  

/s/ Matthew Melewski 
General Counsel 
Nokomis Energy  
2836 Lyndale Avenue S Suite 132  
Minneapolis, MN 55408  
matthew@nokomisenergy.com  

COOPERATIVE ENERGY FUTURES  

/s/ Pouya Najmaie (he/him) 
Policy and Regulatory Director  
Cooperative Energy Futures 
310 East 38th Street, Suite 109  
Minneapolis, MN 55409 
(612) 715-1224  
pouya@cooperativeenergyfutures.com  

UNITED STATES SOLAR CORPORATION  

/s/ Ross Abbey 
Director, Regulatory and Legislative Affairs  
United States Solar Corporation 
100 N 6th St, Suite 410B  
Minneapolis, MN 55403  
M: 612.227.7393 
ross.abbey@us-solar.com 
us-solar.com  

COALITION FOR COMMUNITY SOLAR ACCESS  

/s/ Nick Bowman 
Campaigns Research Manager Coalition for Community 
Solar Access (843) 345-8150 
nick@communitysolaraccess.org  
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� � � � � � � � � � Suite 1
� � � � � � � � � � Monticelllo,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55362

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Carol A. Overland overland@legalectric.org Legalectric - Overland Law
Office

1110 West Avenue
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Red Wing,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55066

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Eric Pasi ericp@ips-solar.com IPS Solar 2670 Patton Rd
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Roseville,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55113

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Dan Patry dpatry@sunedison.com SunEdison 600 Clipper Drive
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Belmont,
� � � � � � � � � � CA
� � � � � � � � � � 94002

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Jeffrey C Paulson jeff.jcplaw@comcast.net Paulson Law Office, Ltd. 4445 W 77th Street
� � � � � � � � � � Suite 224
� � � � � � � � � � Edina,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55435

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Morgan Pitz morgan.pitz@us-solar.com US Solar 100 N 6th St
� � � � � � � � � � #410B
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55403

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Kristel Porter kristel@mnrenewablenow.o
rg

MN Renewable Now N/A Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official
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Paula Prahl paula.prahl@dominiuminc.
com

Dominium 2905 Northwest Blvd
� � � � � � � � � � Ste 150
� � � � � � � � � � Plymouth,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55441

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Kevin Pranis kpranis@liunagroc.com Laborers' District Council of
MN and ND

81 E Little Canada Road
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � St. Paul,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55117

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Generic Notice Residential Utilities Division residential.utilities@ag.stat
e.mn.us

Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

1400 BRM Tower
� � � � � � � � � � 445 Minnesota St
� � � � � � � � � � St. Paul,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55101-2131

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Jonathan Roberts jroberts@soltage.com Soltage 66 York St
� � � � � � � � � � 5th Floor
� � � � � � � � � � Jersey City,
� � � � � � � � � � NJ
� � � � � � � � � � 07302

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Nathaniel Runke nrunke@local49.org International Union of
Operating Engineers Local
49

611 28th St. NW
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Rochester,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55901

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Delaney Russell delaney@mnipl.org Just Solar Coalition 4407 E Lake Street
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55407

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Christine Schwartz Regulatory.records@xcele
nergy.com

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55401-1993

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Will Seuffert Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission 121 7th Pl E Ste 350
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Saint Paul,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55101

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_23-335_Official

David Shaffer david.shaffer@novelenergy
.biz

Novel Energy Solutions 2303 Wycliff St Ste 300
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � St. Paul,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55114

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Christopher L. Sherman csherman@sherman-
associates.com

Solar Holdings LLC 233 Park Ave S Ste 201
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55415

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official



8

First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name

Doug Shoemaker dougs@charter.net Minnesota Renewable
Energy

2928 5th Ave S
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55408

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Russ Stark Russ.Stark@ci.stpaul.mn.u
s

City of St. Paul Mayor's Office
� � � � � � � � � � 15 W. Kellogg Blvd., Suite
390
� � � � � � � � � � Saint Paul,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55102

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Eric Swanson eswanson@winthrop.com Winthrop & Weinstine 225 S 6th St Ste 3500
� � � � � � � � � � Capella Tower
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55402-4629

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Whitney Terrill whitney@mnipl.org Minnesota Interfaith Power
& Light

N/A Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Anna Tobin atobin@greeneespel.com Greene Espel PLLP 222 South Ninth Street
� � � � � � � � � � Suite 2200
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Zack Townsend zachary.townsend@brookfi
eldrenewable.com

Brookfield Renewable 200 Liberty St FL 14
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � New York,
� � � � � � � � � � NY
� � � � � � � � � � 10281

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Pat Treseler pat.jcplaw@comcast.net Paulson Law Office LTD 4445 W 77th Street
� � � � � � � � � � Suite 224
� � � � � � � � � � Edina,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55435

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

John Vaughn Nik@rreal.org Rural Renewable Energy
Alliance

3963 8th Street SW
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Backus,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55435

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Kevin Walker KWalker@beaconinterfaith.
org

Beacon Interfaith Housing
Collaborative

N/A Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Jenna Warmuth jwarmuth@mnpower.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Duluth,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55802-2093

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official

Jessica Welk jwelk@sherman-
associates.com

Sherman Associates 233 Park Avenue South
� � � � � � � � � � Suite 201
� � � � � � � � � � Minneapolis,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55415

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official
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Curtis P Zaun curtis@cpzlaw.com Attorney At Law 3254 Rice Street
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � Little Canada,
� � � � � � � � � � MN
� � � � � � � � � � 55126

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_23-335_Official


