
June 5, 2025 

Via Electronic Filing 

Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 

RE: In the Matter of a Commission Investigation into a Fuel Life-Cycle Analysis Framework 
for Utility Compliance with Minnesota’s Carbon-Free Standard 
PUC Docket Number: E999/CI-24-352 

Dear Mr. Seuffert: 

Connexus Energy (“Connexus”) respectfully submits the following comments in response to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (“Commission”) January 22, 2025, Notice of Comment 
Period (“Notice”) regarding what actions, if any, the Commission should take to establish the 
criteria and standards necessary for utilities to calculate partial compliance with the Carbon 
Free Standard (“CFS”). Connexus appreciates the opportunity to provide its perspective on this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Tessa Haagenson 

Tessa Haagenson 
Vice President, Power Supply and Business Development 

c: Service List 

14601 Ramsey Boulevard 
Ramsey, Minnesota 55303 
763.323.2600 
Fax: 763.323.2603 
www.connexusenergy.com 
info@connexusenergy.com 



CONNEXUS ENERGY COMMENTS 
 
On November 7, 2024, the Commission issued an Order Initiating New Docket and Clarifying 
“Environmental Justice Area” in Docket No. E-999/CI-23-151 (“Order”). Most topics open for 
comment in this docket are related to life-cycle analysis in the context of the statutory 
definition of “carbon free”. Connexus limits our current comments to the following two issues 
from the Commission’s January 22, 2025, Notice: 
 

1. Development of an accounting methodology to consider energy withdrawn from short-, 
medium-, and long-duration storage assets. 

2. The definition and calculation of net market purchases. 
 
Energy Withdrawn from Storage Assets 
 
Per Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691 Subd. 2g, the CFS requires utilities to match “retail electric sales” 
with generation from carbon-free energy technologies. Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691 Subd. 1 (b) 
defines “carbon-free” as a “technology that generates electricity without emitting carbon 
dioxide.” Storage is a grid-enabling technology; it is not an electric generation technology. The 
stored energy retains the attributes, carbon-free or otherwise, from the upstream electric 
generation technology. Storage assets are not addressed by the CFS statute and do not require 
special consideration for compliance with the CFS. We recommend the Commission take no 
action to develop a separate accounting methodology for energy withdrawn from short-, 
medium-, or long-duration storage assets. 
 
Treatment of Net Market Purchases 
 
Connexus provided comments on the treatment of net market purchases in docket 23-151.1 
Summarized here, Connexus supports a plain language reading of statute that requires the 
Commission to (1) calculate net market purchases as market purchases net of market sales on 
an annual basis, (2) allow partial compliance for qualifying net market purchases, and (3) 
determine the carbon-free percentage of net market purchases using a regional or subregional 
fuel mix. 

 
1 Connexus Energy Reply Comments. March 19, 2025. “Treatment of Net Market Purchases.” Docket E-999/CI-23-
151. Document ID 20253-216595-01 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/documents/%7B40B4AF95-0000-CE1C-92F5-51482C733CC3%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=24
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/documents/%7B40B4AF95-0000-CE1C-92F5-51482C733CC3%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=24


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

Re: In the Matter of a Commission Investigation into a Fuel Life-Cycle Analysis 
Framework for Utility Compliance with Minnesota’s Carbon-Free Standard 
PUC Docket Number: E999/CI-24-352 
 

I, Cory Hetchler, hereby certify that I have this day served copies or summaries of the following 
documents on the attached list(s) of persons by electronic service or US Mail. 

Dated this 5th day of June, 2025 

/s/ Cory Hetchler 
 
Cory Hetchler 
Senior Regulatory and Markets Strategist 
Connexus Energy 
14601 Ramsey Boulevard 
Ramsey, MN 55303 
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