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Sasha Bergman, Executive Secretary 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS AND 
AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT PERMIT 

Issued: January 16, 2026 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Great River Energy and Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
for a Route Permit for the Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, 
Minnesota  
 
PUC Docket Number: ET2/TL-25-269  
CAH Docket Number: 28-2500-41458 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) will hold 
public hearings on the application of Great River Energy and Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
(applicants) for a route permit for the Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project (Project) in 
Otter Tail County, Minnesota.  
 
The Applicants propose to construct a new 2.9-mile 115 kV single-circuit transmission line 
between Great River Energy’s existing Perham to Rush Lake 115 kV transmission line and the 
new replacement Otto Substation (map attached). The applicants generally requested a route 
width of 200 feet, with up to 750 feet around the substation and at the proposed crossing of 
U.S. Highway 10. The applicants indicate that the project will require a 100-foot right-of-way, 50 
feet on either side of the centerline. Structures utilized for the Project will be wood or steel 
monopoles, 70 to 90 feet tall, and placed 350 to 400 feet apart. The applicants propose to begin 
construction in the fall of 2027, with an in-service date of summer 2028.  
 
The Commission accepted this application as complete on November 18, 2025, in accordance  
with Minnesota Statutes, chapter 216I. You may find information on the project, including the  
application and the Environmental Assessment completed by the applicants, on the  
Commission’s website: https://puc.eip.mn.gov/web/project/25269. 
 

In-Person Hearing 
 
Date: February 2, 2026 
Time:  5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. (Open House) 
 6:00 p.m. (hearing) 

The hearing ends when all present attendees have commented, or at 8:00 p.m., 
whichever comes first. Please arrive at the start time to ensure participation 

 

http://mn.gov/puc
https://puc.eip.mn.gov/web/project/25269
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Location: New York Mills City Hall (Ballroom) 
 28 W Centennial 84 Dr 
 New York Mills, MN 56567  
 
Doors will open 30 minutes prior to the hearing to provide attendees an opportunity to review 
the application, maps, and other materials for the proposed project and ask questions of state 
staff and the applicants. During this time, comments made by attendees will become part of 
the record for Commission consideration only if the attendee submits the comment in 
writing. Forms will be available for this purpose. 
 
If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in these hearings, 
please contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in 
advance of the hearing. To find out if a hearing is canceled due to bad weather or other call 1-
855-731-6208 or visit mn.gov/puc. 
 

Online Hearing 
 
Date:  February 3, 2026 
Time:  Noon 

The hearing ends when all present attendees have commented or at 2:00 p.m., 
whichever comes first. Please arrive at the start time to ensure participation. 

 
Join by WebEx (Webinar) Link: 
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=m647685dafebcb541683b08a8906746d5 
Webinar Number: 2497 123 6569 
Webinar Password: MnPUC! (667820 when dialing from a phone or video system) 
 
Join by Phone: 1-855-282-6330 Toll Free  Access Code: 2497 123 6569 
 
If you are joining the hearing via WebEx and would like to ask a question or make a comment 
during the designated portion of the hearing, use the raised-hand function or the chat function 
to send a message to the hearing moderator. If you are joining the hearing by phone, press *3 
on your phone. When it is your turn to speak, your line will be unmuted, and you will be able to 
ask questions and provide comments.  
 
Additional information and instructions are available at: 
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/ 
 

Public Hearing Information 
 
The public hearings will be presided over by the Honorable Joseph C. Meyer, an administrative 
law judge with the Court of Administrative Hearings, who will provide the Commission with a 
summary of public testimony. 

https://mn.gov/puc/
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/
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The purpose of the public hearings is to obtain public input on the proposed project and 
compile the record for the Commission to consider in making a final decision on the route 
permit application. Specifically, interested persons will have the opportunity to: (1) ask 
questions of state staff and the applicants; (2) offer oral and written comments on the merits of 
the proposed project; and (3) suggest possible conditions to be considered for inclusion in the 
route permit. 
 
 Comments received at the hearings and during the comment period will be used to 

inform the record and help the Commission make its final decision. 
 
 The information presented will be the same at the in-person and online hearing. 

 
 The hearings will end when all present attendees have had the opportunity to comment 

and all other business has been concluded, or at the scheduled end time of the hearing, 
whichever occurs first. Accordingly, all interested persons are recommended to arrive 
at the scheduled start time. 

 
 Members of the public may participate without the necessity of intervening as a party; 

representation by legal counsel is permitted but not required. 
 

Comment Period 
 
Written comments will be accepted through February 19, 2026, by 4:30 p.m. Please include the 
docket number in all communications. Comments received after the close of the comment 
period may or may not be considered by the Commission. 
 
Topics for Comment 
 
 Should the Commission grant a route permit for the proposed project? 

 
 If granted, what additional conditions or requirements should be included in the route 

permit? 
 
Submit Comments 
 
Online  https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments  
Email   consumer.puc@state.mn.us  
U.S. Mail  Consumer Affairs Office  

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission  
121 7th Place East, Suite 350  
St. Paul, MN 55101  

 

https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except in limited 
circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The Commission 
does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions. 
 

Draft Permit 
 
The Commission issued a draft permit for the proposed Otto Tap project in its January 9, 2026, 
Order in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, chapter 216I. The draft permit contains standard 
and special permit conditions that are being considered for the project. Construction of the 
project is not authorized by a draft route permit. The Commission can either modify the draft 
route permit prior to its final issuance based on the record, or deny it. A copy of the draft 
permit is available on the Commission’s website at: https://puc.eip.mn.gov/web/project/25269 
and via the Commission’s eDockets system at: edockets.state.mn.us, select Search Documents, 
enter the docket number (25-269), and select Search. 
 
 

Additional Information 
 

Minnesota Statutes and Rules. This project is being reviewed under Minnesota Statutes, 
chapter 216I. The rules and statutes are available for review at: revisor.mn.gov. 
 
Review Process. Information on the review processes for large energy infrastructure facilities is 
available on the Commission’s website at: puc.eip.mn.gov. 
 
Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies 
are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All 
parties, participants, and interested persons are also encouraged to use eFiling: 
edockets.state.mn.us, select Sign In/Register and follow the prompts. 
 
Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at: 
edockets.state.mn.us, select Search Documents, enter the docket number (25-269), and select 
Search. 
 
Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this 
matter visit: edockets.state.mn.us, select Subscriptions. 
 
Project Mailing List. Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities to 
participate or change your mailing preference. Email eservice.admin@state.mn.us or call 651-
201-2246 with the docket number (25-269), your name, mailing address, and email address. 
 
 
 

https://puc.eip.mn.gov/web/project/25269
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216i
https://puc.eip.mn.gov/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/
mailto:eservice.admin@state.mn.us
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Contacts 
 
Public Utilities Commission 
Craig Janezich, Energy Facilities Planner, craig.janezich@state.mn.us or 651-201-2203 
Suzanne Steinhauer, Environmental Review Manager, suzanne.steinhauer@state.mn.us or 651-
201-2253 
 
Great River Energy  
Mark Strohfus, Project Manager, MStrohfus@GREnergy.com or 763-445-5210  
 
Lake Region Electric Cooperative  
Mike Kawlewski, Engineering Supervisor, mkawlewski@lrec.coop, 218-863-9846  
 
To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 
(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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Project Overview Map 
 

 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Anne Redmond, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of 
the following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the 
attached list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing 
the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS AND AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT PERMIT 
 
Docket Number  
ET2/TL-25-269   
 
Dated this 16th day of January, 2026 
 
 
 
/s/ Anne Redmond 
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Delivery
Method

Alternate
Delivery
Method

View
Trade
Secret

Service
List Name

1 Sasha Bergman sasha.bergman@state.mn.us Public Utilities
Commission

121 7th Pl E
Ste 350
St. Paul MN,
55101
United States

Electronic
Service

Yes 25-269
Official CC
Service List

2 Mike Bull mike.bull@state.mn.us Public Utilities
Commission

121 7th Place
East, Suite
350
St. Paul MN,
55101
United States

Electronic
Service

Yes 25-269
Official CC
Service List

3 Generic Commerce
Attorneys

commerce.attorneys@ag.state.mn.us Office of the
Attorney
General -
Department
of Commerce

445 Minnesota
Street Suite
1400
St. Paul MN,
55101
United States

Electronic
Service

Yes 25-269
Official CC
Service List

4 Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn.us Department
of Commerce

85 7th Place E
Ste 280
Saint Paul MN,
55101-2198
United States

Electronic
Service

No 25-269
Official CC
Service List

5 Craig Janezich craig.janezich@state.mn.us Public Utilities
Commission

121 7th Pl E
#350
St. Paul MN,
55101
United States

Electronic
Service

No 25-269
Official CC
Service List

6 Breann Jurek bjurek@fredlaw.com Fredrikson &
Byron PA

60 S Sixth St
Ste 1500
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No 25-269
Official CC
Service List

7 Joseph Meyer joseph.c.meyer@state.mn.us Office of
Administrative
Hearings

PO Box 64620
St. Paul MN,
55164
United States

Electronic
Service

Yes 25-269
Official CC
Service List

8 Generic
Notice

Residential
Utilities
Division

residential.utilities@ag.state.mn.us Office of the
Attorney
General -
Residential
Utilities
Division

1400 BRM
Tower
445 Minnesota
St
St. Paul MN,
55101-2131
United States

Electronic
Service

Yes 25-269
Official CC
Service List

9 Janet Shaddix
Elling

jshaddix@janetshaddix.com Shaddix And
Associates

7400 Lyndale
Ave S Ste 190
Richfield MN,
55423
United States

Electronic
Service

Yes 25-269
Official CC
Service List

10 Suzanne Steinhauer suzanne.steinhauer@state.mn.us Department
of Commerce

121 7th Place
East
Suite 350
St. Paul MN,
55101
United States

Electronic
Service

No 25-269
Official CC
Service List

11 Mark Strohfus mstrohfus@grenergy.com Great River
Energy

12300 Elm
Creek Blvd
Maple Grove
MN, 55369
United States

Electronic
Service

No 25-269
Official CC
Service List

12 Haley Waller Pitts hwallerpitts@fredlaw.com Fredrikson &
Byron, P.A.

60 S Sixth St
Ste 1500
Minneapolis
MN, 55402-
4400
United States

Electronic
Service

No 25-269
Official CC
Service List
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#
First
Name

Last
Name Email Organization Agency Address

Delivery
Method

Alternate
Delivery
Method

View
Trade
Secret

Service List
Name

1 Jaime Arsenault jaime.arsenault@whiteearth-nsn.gov White Earth PO BOX 418
White Earth
MN, 56591
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

2 Kade Ferris kade.ferris@redlakenation.org Red Lake
Region

PO Box 274
Red Lake MN,
56671
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

3 Ashley Harrison ashley.harrison@llojibwe.net Leech Lake
Band of
Ojibwe

190 Sailstar
Dr NW
Cass Lake
MN, 56633
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

4 Rob Hull thpo@grandportage.com Grand
Portage Band
of Ojibwe

PO Box 428
Grand
Portage MN,
55605
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

5 Gina Lemon gina.lemon@llojibwe.net Leech Lake
Band of
Ojibwe

190 Sailstar
Dr NW
Cass Lake
MN, 56633
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

6 Samantha Odegard samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-
nsn.gov

PO Box 147
Granite Falls
MN, 56241
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

7 Evan Schroeder evanschroeder@fdlrez.com Fond du Lac
Band of
Superior
Chippewa

1720 Big Lake
Road
Cloquet MN,
55720
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

8 Cheyanne St. John cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com Lower Sioux
Tribal
Community

39527
Reservation
Hwy 1
Morton MN,
56270
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

9 Jaylen Strong jaylen.strong@boisforte-nsn.gov Bois Forte
Tribal
Government

1500 Bois
Forte Road
Tower MN,
55790
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

10 Leonard Wabasha leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org Shakopee
Mdewakanton
Sioux
Community

2300 Tiwahe
Circle
Shakopee
MN, 55379
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

11 Noah White noah.white@piic.org Prairie Island
Indian
Community

5636
Sturgeon Lake
Road
Welch MN,
55089
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices

12 Mike Wilson mike.wilson@millelacsband.com Mille Lacs
Band of
Ojibwe

43408
Oodena Dr
Onamia MN,
56359
United States

Electronic
Service

No Tribal Historic
Preservation
Offices



Kimberly A. Andersen 
41062 474th Ave. 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

 Robert & Donna Andersen Trust 
41045 474th Ave. 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

 Larry Bain 
47871 US Highway 10 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

Morgan M. Byer 
47195 410th St 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

 Jeremy J. Flatau 
40686 County Highway 60 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

 Morris & Catherine Johnson Trust 
6107 Dawn St. 
Weston, WI 54476 
 

Norman & Phyllis Meyer Trust 
45837 County Highway 8 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

 Curt Osterfeld 
44030 Mosquito Heights Rd. 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

 Edward R. Roberts 
47259 410th St. 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

Geri M. Salmela 
39092 470th Ave. 
New York Mills, MN 56567 
 

 David J. Schornack 
44393 Yellow Pine Dr. 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

 David J. Schornack 
47513 Short Rd. 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

Ella C. Von Ruden 
47195 410th St. 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

 Ella C. Von Ruden 
47113 410th St. 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

 Susan H. Von Ruden 
47688 410th St. 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

Alyce M. Zimmerman 
41077 474th Ave. 
Perham, MN 56573 
 

  
Huebsch Family Farm LLLP 
38543 470th Ave. 
New York Mills, MN 56567 
 

  
Huebsch Farms Inc. 
38543 470th Ave. 
New York Mills, MN 56567 
 

 
Huebsch Farms Inc. 
40050 470th Ave. 
New York Mills, MN 56567 
 

  
RD Offutt Farms Co. 
PO Box 7160 
Fargo, ND 58106 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 



Sean Jordan  
Burlington Northern  
2650 Lou Menk Dr; MOB2 
Fort Worth, TX  76131  
 

 Darren Newville  
East Otter Tail Soil and Water 
Conservation District  
801 Jenny Ave SW 
Perham, MN  56573  
 

 Marla Duchatellier  
Federal Aviation Administration  
10101 Hillwood Parkway 
Fort Worth, TX  76177  
 

Water Program Coordinator 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources 
520 Lafayette RD N 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
 

 Chase Christopherson 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place E, Ste 280 
St. Paul, MN  55101 
 

 Shannon Geshick  
Minnesota Indian Affairs Council  
161 St. Anthony Ave; Suite 919 
St. Paul, MN  55103  
 

George J. Goggleye, Jr.  
Minnesota Indian Affairs Council  
161 St. Anthony Ave; Suite 919 
St. Paul, MN 55103  
 

 Amanda Gronhovd  
Office of the State Archaeologist  
328 W. Kellogg Blvd 
St. Paul, MN  55102  
 

 Krysten Foster  
Otter Tail County  
505 South Court St 
Fergus Falls, MN  56537  
 

Kevin Felbaum  
Otter Tail County  
505 South Court St 
Fergus Falls, MN  56537  
 

 Nicole Hansen  
Otter Tail County  
520 W Fir Ave 
Fergus Falls, MN  56537  
 

 Courtney Roth  
Otter Tail County  
540 W Fir Ave 
Fergus Falls, MN  56537  
 

Dan Bucholz  
Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners  
45227 N Little Pine Rd 
Perham, MN  56573  
 

 Robert Lahman  
Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners  
12166 595th Ave 
Fergus Falls, MN  56537  
 

  
Otter Tail County Historical Society  
1110 West Lincoln 
Fergus Falls, MN  56537  
 

Derek Geiser  
Otto Township  
50571 390th St 
New York Mills, MN  56567  
 

 Troy Salo  
Otto Township  
48465 380 St 
New York Mills, MN  56567  
 

 Jordan Vaughan  
Otto Township  
34252 500th Ave 
New York Mills, MN  56567  
 

Conrad Mack  
Otto Township  
37003 477th Ave 
New York Mills, MN  56567  
 

 Jon Carlson  
Otto Township  
47308 371st St 
New York Mills, MN  56567  
 

 Pete Snortum  
Pine Lake Township  
48584 428th St 
Perham, MN  56573  
 

Al Starzl  
Pine Lake Township  
48356 428th St 
Perham, MN  56573  
 

 Robert Sieling  
Pine Lake Township  
41691 County Hwy 53 
Perham, MN  56573  
 

 Susan Schmid  
Pine Lake Township  
44331 Mosquito Heights Rd  
Perham, MN  56573  
 

Kenneth Guck  
Pine Lake Township  
44431 Mosquito Heights Rd 
Perham, MN  56573  
 

 Jayme Trusty 
Southwest Regional Development 
Commission 
2401 Broadway Ave, #1 
Slayton, MN  56172 
 

 Benjamin Orne  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (unique 
letter) 
332 Minnesota St; Suite E1500 
St. Paul, MN  55101  
 Mitch Neitge  

U.S. Department of Agriculture   
801 Jenney Ave 
Perham, MN  56573  
 

 Robert Tawes  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
3815 American Blvd E 
Bloomington, MN  55425  
 

  
West Central Initiative  
PO Box 318 
Fergus Falls, MN  56538  
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