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Date: June 11, 2026 

To:  Public Ex Parte Communication File 

Docket No: E002/M-24-432 

Case Name: In the Matter of a Peak Time Rebate Program for Northern States Power 
Co. d/b/a Xcel Energy to Further the Commission’s Advanced Rate 
Design Efforts in Docket No. E002/CI-24-115  

From:  PUC Staff: Kit Gomez 

1. Type of Communication:

☒ If written, attach the document

☐ If oral,  Date:
Time: 

NOTE: In both instances, please notify the Maker the communication has been submitted for 
inclusion in the record. 

2. Maker of the Communication:  Kit Gomez

3. Recipient of the Communication: Kris Kohls, Xcel Energy 

4. For communications involving the setting of interim rates or the review of compliance
filings, the topic was:

5. For all other permissible communications that are prohibited for the Commissioners under
Minn. Rules, part 7845.7200, the substance of the communication was:

Staff sought clarification regarding Xcel’s PTR program evaluation costs.

6. For oral permissible ex parte communications, has a copy of this memo be sent to the
assigned Administrative Law Judge?  ☐ Yes  ☐ No  ☒ N/A

Signature /s/ Date 6/11/2026 
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Gomez, Kit (PUC)

From: Kohls, Kris <kris.kohls@xcelenergy.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2026 9:56 AM
To: Shaw, Christopher J; Gomez, Kit (PUC); Ricker, Isabel (She/Her/Hers) (PUC)
Cc: Peterson, Jessica K; Shlanta, Karl S
Subject: Docket No 24-432 Peak Time Rebate Program Evaluation Question

 

Good morning,  
 
The budget we put forward in the proposal reflects first year activities and does not include any evaluation costs. 
As noted in the proposal, the Company will file Peak Time Rebates as a program, replacing the current behavioral 
DR program, in the 2027-2029 ECO filing to be submitted by June 15, 2026.     
 
ECO program evaluations are funded through the ECO Market Research budget.  For the upcoming triennium, four 
program evaluations are planned annually.  Once the PTR program is approved and launched, it will be 
incorporated into the evaluation schedule.  The Company maintains a pool of qualified, independent third-party 
evaluators with no conflicts of interest in program delivery.  An evaluator will be selected from this pool when the 
evaluation is scheduled, and a detailed research budget will be established as part of the evaluation plan - based 
on factors such as program participation and initial observed impacts.    
 
Let me know if you have additional questions,  
 
Thanks 
 
Kris 
 
Kris Kohls 
Xcel Energy 
Regulatory Policy Specialist 
MN1000-LL-MR, 414 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55401
612.216.8124 
kris.kohls@xcelenergy.com 
Call Me on Teams 
  

 
 
___________________________________________________ 
xcelenergy.com    
Please consider the environment before printing this email.  
 

From: Gomez, Kit (PUC) <Kit.Gomez@state.mn.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 2:43 PM 
To: Kohls, Kris <kris.kohls@xcelenergy.com>; Shaw, Christopher J <Christopher.J.Shaw@xcelenergy.com> 
Cc: Ricker, Isabel (She/Her/Hers) (PUC) <Isabel.Ricker@state.mn.us> 
Subject: Docket No 24-432 Peak Time Rebate Program Evaluation Question 
 

 This message may be from an external email source. 
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security Operations Center.  
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Good afternoon, 
 
I am one of the Minnesota PUC analysts assigned to Docket No. 24-432, Xcel Energy's Peak Time Rebate Program, 
and I have a question regarding program evaluation. For the third-party evaluation the Company intends to 
perform after two years of operation, is this within the scope of Opower's existing contract and the estimated 
annual PTR budget? If the evaluation would use a different vendor and/or be an additional cost, please explain how 
the company intends to select the vendor and estimate an evaluation budget. 
 
Thank you, 
Kit Gomez 
Rates Analyst 3 – Pilot and Innovation Specialist | Economic Analysis Unit 
Pronouns: He/Him 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
E: kit.gomez@state.mn.us 
O: 651-539-2755 
mn.gov/puc 
  

EXTERNAL - STOP & THINK before opening links and attachments.  
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