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In accordance with Minnesota Rules, part 7829.0500, and Minnesota Statutes Chapter 
13, the Applicants have designated portions of Appendix E as NONPUBLIC DATA–NOT 
FOR PUBLIC DISCLOSURE because it contains sensitive cultural resource and natural 
heritage information. The Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office Manual for 
Archaeological Projects in Minnesota provides for restricted access to sensitive cultural 
resource information. Similarly, the natural heritage information is nonpublic under 
Minnesota Statutes § 84.0872. Given the need to include nonpublic information, the 
Applicants have prepared and are electronically filing both NONPUBLIC and public 
versions of Appendix E.



Appendix E is organized as follows: 
 
Table 1. Agency Mailing List 
These are the individuals that were the primary addressees or copied on agency letters. All 
correspondence was sent via email. 
 
Sample Letter 
All letters were identical. A sample letter is provided. 
 
Table 2. Agency Correspondence Archive 
Provides a summary of correspondence sent and received. 
 
Agency Correspondence 
Provides correspondence sent to and received by agencies. Emails are provided; however, given a 
sample letter is included herein, individual letters are excluded.  
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Table 1. Agency Mailing List 

 

Agency or Organization Contact Name Address Email Letter 
Cedar Township Dennis Carlson 268 235th St; Odin, MN  56160 dgrev@hotmail.com Primary Addressee 

Martin County 
Scott Higgins 201 Lake Ave, Room #100; Fairmont, MN 56031 scott.higgins@co.martin.mn.us Primary Addressee 
Kevin Peyman  kevin.peyman@co.martin.mn.us Copied 
Pam Flitter  pam.flitter@co.martin.mn.us Copied 

Martin County Soil and Water Conservation District Ashley Brenke 923 N State St; Fairmont, MN  56031 ashley.martinswcd@gmail.com Primary Addressee 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources n/a 520 Lafayette Rd; St. Paul, MN  55155 waterprograms.bwsr@state.mn.us Primary Addressee 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture Stephan Roos 625 Robert St N; St. Paul, MN  55155-2538 stephan.roos@state.mn.us  Copied 
Minnesota Department of Commerce Chase Christopherson 85 7th Place E, Ste 280; St. Paul, MN  55101 chase.christopherson@state.mn.us Primary Addressee 

Minnesota Department of Health 

Amanda Strommer 1400 E Lyon St; Marshall, MN  56258 amanda.strommer@state.mn.us Primary Addressee 
David Bell  david.bell@state.mn.us Copied 
Dereck Richter  dereck.richter@state.mn.us Copied 
Danielle Luzinski  danielle.luzinski@state.mn.us Copied 
Yarta Clemens-
Billaigbakpu 

 yarta.clemens-billaigbakpu@state.mn.us Copied 

Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry Todd Green 443 Lafayette Rd; St. Paul, MN  55155 todd.a.green@state.mn.us Primary Addressee 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

Benjamin Schaefer 21371 State Hwy 15; New Ulm, MN 56073-5228 benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us Primary Addressee 
Kate Fairman  kate.fairman@state.mn.us Copied 
Samantha Bump  samantha.bump@state.mn.us Copied 
Haley Byron  haley.byron@state.mn.us Copied 

Minnesota Department of Revenue Alan Whipple 600 N Robert St; St. Paul, MN  55146 sa.property@state.mn.us Primary Addressee 

Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Stacy Kotch Egstad 395 John Ireland Blvd; St. Paul, MN  55155 stacy.kotch@state.mn.us  Primary Addressee 
Emily Eichner  Emily.Eichner@state.mn.us Copied 
Carroll Aasen  carroll.aasen@state.mn.us Copied 

Minnesota Indian Affairs Council Issac Weston 161 Saint Anthony Ave, Ste 919; St. Paul, MN  55103 isaac.weston@state.mn.us Primary Addressee 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Chris Green 504 Fairgrounds Rd, Ste 200; Marshall, MN  56258 chris.green@state.mn.us Primary Addressee 
Minnesota Office of Pipeline Safety Jonathan Wolfgram 445 Minnesota St, Ste 147; St. Paul, MN  55101 jonathan.wolfgram@state.mn.us Primary Addressee 
Region Nine Development Commission Nicole Griensewic 3 Civic Center Plaza, Ste 310; Mankato, MN  56001 nicole@rndc.org Primary Addressee 
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 

8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 

T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 

apexcleanenergy.com 

 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Amanda Strommer 
Minnesota Department of Health 
1400 East Lyon St.  
Marshall, MN 56258 
amanda.strommer@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Amanda Strommer, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit29 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project30 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  

 
29 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
30 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 
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Amanda Strommer 
September 10, 2025 
 
 

  2 

Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Dereck Richter, Minnesota Department of Health 
Danielle Luzinski, Minnesota Department of Health 
Yarta Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Minnesota Department of Health 
David Bell, Minnesota Department of Health 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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For Environmental Review Purposes Only

Project Overview Map
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Table 2. Agency Correspondence Archive 

 
Agency or Organization Big Bend Action Description Date 

Cedar Township Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map (no response) September 10, 2025 

Martin County 

Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map September 10, 2025 

Telephone call received Offer to present the Extension Project for the County Board October 8, 2025 

Correspondence sent Acceptance of presentation opportunity October 9, 2025 

Correspondence received Confirmation from Martin County October 10, 2025 

Correspondence received Martin County provided as-builts for county drainage 
system to incorporate into final design. November 19, 2025 

Martin County Soil and Water Conservation 
District 

Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map September 10, 2025 

Correspondence received Indicating where to direct Wetland Conservation Act 
applications September 11, 2025 

Minnesota Board of Water Soil Resources Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map (no response) September 10, 2025 

Minnesota Department of Agriculture Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map (no response) September 10, 2025 

Minnesota Department of Commerce Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map (no response) September 10, 2025 

Minnesota Department of Health 

Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map September 10, 2025 

Correspondence received Requesting shapefiles to aid review September 10, 2025 

Data sent Sending shapefiles September 10, 2025 

Correspondence received Indicating no major issues or concerns; noting setbacks September 12, 2025 

Correspondence sent Thank you; acknowledging setbacks September 12, 2025 

Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map (no response) September 10, 2025 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map September 10, 2025 

Correspondence received Indicating review lead September 10, 2025 

Data requested Requesting shapefiles to aid review September 10, 2025 

Data sent Sending shapefiles September 10, 2025 

Correspondence received Natural Heritage Review September 19, 2025 

Minnesota Department of Revenue 
Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map September 10, 2025 

Correspondence received General mailbox automated response email (no response) September 10, 2025 

Minnesota Department of Transportation Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map (no response) September 10, 2025 

Minnesota Indian Affairs Council Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map (no response) October 2, 2025 

PUBLIC DOCUMENT - NONPUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED

mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com


 
 

Agency or Organization Big Bend Action Description Date 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map September 10, 2025 

Correspondence received Indicating an update in internal process; no comments September 17, 2025 

Correspondence sent Thank you. September 17, 2025 

Minnesota Office of Pipeline Safety Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map (no response) September 10, 2025 

Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 

Correspondence sent Submittal of Phase Ia Report and requesting comment letter September 23, 2025 

Correspondence received SHPO comments on Phase Ia Report and request for 
revisions November 14, 2025 

Correspondence sent Re-submittal of Phase Ia Report with requested edits November 24, 2025 

Correspondence received SHPO acknowledges receipt November 25, 2025 

Region Nine Development Commission Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and overview map (no response) September 11, 2025 
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Cedar Township 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: dgrev@hotmail.com
Cc: brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:36:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Cedar Township.pdf

Dear Dennis Carlson,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 

PUBLIC DOCUMENT - NONPUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED

mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
http://www.merjent.com/

nmerj[[ewmt






 


c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Dennis Carlson 
Cedar Township 
268 235th St., Odin, MN  56160 
dgrev@hotmail.com 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Dennis Carlson, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit7 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project8 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
7 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
8 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Dennis Carlson 
September 10, 2025 
 
 


  2 


Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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For Environmental Review Purposes Only


Project Overview Map
Big Bend Transmission Line Extension


Martin County, Minnesota
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Martin County 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: scott.higgins@co.martin.mn.us
Cc: kevin.peyman@co.martin.mn.us; pam.flitter@co.martin.mn.us; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:41:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Martin County.pdf

Dear Scott Higgins,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


September 10, 2025 


Scott Higgins 
Martin County
201 Lake Ave, Room #100 
Fairmont, MN 56031 
scott.higgins@co.martin.mn.us 


RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota


Dear Scott Higgins, 


On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit17 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project18 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 


The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


17 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
18 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Scott Higgins 
September 10, 2025 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Kevin Peyman, Martin County 
Pam Flitter, Martin County 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com





Unn
am
ed


S tre


am


Un
na


m
ed
St
re
a
m


Unnam ed Str
ea
m


U
nn


am
ed


S t
re


am


Un
na
med


Str
eam


Unnamed Stream


Cedar C
reek


Kimball


Cedar


J a c k s o n


M a r t i n


235th St


40
th


 A
ve


30
th


 A
ve


20
th


 A
ve


C
o 


R
d


10
3


10
th


 A
ve


230th St


220th St


Minnesota


SD


ND


IA


WI


MI


Canada


D
at


e:
 (


9/
4/


20
25


) 
   


   
 S


o
u


rc
e:


 Z
:\C


lie
nt


s\
A


_D
\A


pe
x\


B
ig


_B
en


d\
P


ro
je


ct
_D


at
a\


D
at


a_
P


ro
ce


ss
in


g\
P


ro
je


ct
_D


at
a.


ap
rx


For Environmental Review Purposes Only


Project Overview Map
Big Bend Transmission Line Extension


Martin County, Minnesota


1 inch = 2,000 feet


0 1,000 2,000
Feet


4
Proposed Route


New Substation Area


Previously Permitted Transmission Line


Existing Lakefield Junction Substation


MDNR River/Stream


MDNR Hydro Feature


Township


County











 
 
 
 
 
Martin County Soil and Water Conservation District 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Dustin Benes
To: Brie Anderson
Cc: Andrew Levi
Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 9:30:07 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning Brie,

Thank you, we received the email from Andrew Levi regarding the Big Bend Wind LLC
project. Please submit any wetland conservation act applications to
me, dustin.martinswcd@gmail.com.

Thank you
Dustin Benes
District Technician
Martin Soil and Water Conservation District
923 N State St., Suite 110
Fairmont MN  56031
507-235-6680 ext. 4

On Thu, Sep 11, 2025 at 9:02 AM Ashley Brenke <ashley.martinswcd@gmail.com> wrote:
FYI - don't know if you need this for WCA.

Ashley Brenke
Martin Soil and Water Conservation District
507.235.6680 ext 4

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>
Date: Wed, Sep 10, 2025 at 1:39 PM
Subject: Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
To: ashley.martinswcd@gmail.com <ashley.martinswcd@gmail.com>
Cc: Brie Anderson <brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>

Dear Ashley Brenke,

 

Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in Martin
County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind Project to the
transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has changed. More
detail is provided in the attached letter.

PUBLIC DOCUMENT - NONPUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED
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Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you might have
about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
or 612-501-2801 with questions, written comments, or to request a pre-application
coordination meeting.

 

Thank you,

 

Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]

 

Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com

 

 

This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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From: Andrew Levi
To: ashley.martinswcd@gmail.com
Cc: brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:39:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Martin County Soil and Water Conservation District.pdf

Dear Ashley Brenke,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Ashley Brenke 
Martin County Soil and Water Conservation District 
923 N State St 
Fairmont, MN  56031 
ashley.martinswcd@gmail.com 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Ashley Brenke, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit19 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project20 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
19 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
20 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Ashley Brenke 
September 10, 2025 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: "waterprograms.bwsr@state.mn.us"
Cc: "brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com"
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:26:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Board of Water Soil Resources.pdf

Dear Water Programs Coordinator,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Water Programs Coordinator 
Board of Water Soil Resources 
520 Lafayette Rd 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
waterprograms.bwsr@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Water Programs Coordinator, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit3 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project4 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
3 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
4 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Water Programs Coordinator 
September 10, 2025 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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From: Andrew Levi
To: stephan.roos@state.mn.us
Cc: brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:43:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Minnesota Department of Agriculture.pdf

Dear Stephan Roos,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Stephan Roos 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
625 Robert Street North 
St. Paul, MN  55155-2538 
stephan.roos@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Stephan Roos, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit25 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project26 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
25 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
26 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Stephan Roos 
September 10, 2025 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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From: Andrew Levi
To: chase.christopherson@state.mn.us
Cc: brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:44:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Minnesota Department of Commerce.pdf

Dear Chase Christopherson,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Apex]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


September 10, 2025 


Chase Christopherson 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place E, STE 280 
St. Paul, MN  55101 
chase.christopherson@state.mn.us 


RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota


Dear Chase Christopherson, 


On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit27 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project28 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 


The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


27 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
28 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 
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September 10, 2025 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Brie Anderson
To: Strommer, Amanda (MDH); Andrew Levi
Cc: Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH); Luzinski, Danielle (MDH); Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Yarta (MDH); Bell, David

(MDH)
Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Friday, September 12, 2025 3:58:09 PM
Attachments: image003.png

Hi Amanda - 

Thank you for your review of the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project. We will ensure
the setbacks described below are met during construction.

Sincerely,
Brie Anderson

BRIE ANDERSON

Senior Director of Project Permitting
 
Apex Clean Energy

120 Garrett Street, Suite 700, Charlottesville, VA  22902

cell: 612-501-2801 |  fax: 434-220-3712 

brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com  |  www.apexcleanenergy.com

 

 
Safety • Integrity • Entrepreneurship • Sustainability • Professionalism

From: Strommer, Amanda (MDH) <amanda.strommer@state.mn.us>
Sent: Friday, September 12, 2025 6:19 AM
To: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Cc: Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH) <dereck.richter@state.mn.us>; Luzinski, Danielle (MDH)
<Danielle.Luzinski@state.mn.us>; Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Yarta (MDH) <yarta.clemens-
billaigbakpu@state.mn.us>; Bell, David (MDH) <david.bell@state.mn.us>
Subject: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
 
The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Drinking Water Protection Program appreciates
the notification and the opportunity to provide comments on the Proposed Transmission Line
Extension.
Based on what was presented to us we did not identify any major issues or concerns with the
proposal.  We want to make note of the following setback distances from any wells.  Electrical
transformer storage area, oil filled is 50 feet and electric transmission line is 10 feet required
setback.  It appears that the proposal meets these setbacks but please ensure they are met
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Some people who received this message don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is
important

during construction. There are no drinking water supply management areas in the proposed
project area.
If you have any questions or if there is any way we can be of further assistance, please contact
us.
 
Amanda Strommer
Principal Planner | Drinking Water Protection Section
Minnesota Department of Health
1400 E. Lyon Street, Marshall, MN  56258-1268
Office: 507-476-4241  |  Mobile: 507-649-0854

 
 
 
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:46 PM
To: Strommer, Amanda (MDH) <amanda.strommer@state.mn.us>
Cc: Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH) <dereck.richter@state.mn.us>; Luzinski, Danielle (MDH)
<Danielle.Luzinski@state.mn.us>; Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Yarta (MDH) <yarta.clemens-
billaigbakpu@state.mn.us>; Bell, David (MDH) <david.bell@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

 

 

Dear Amanda Strommer,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
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Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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Some people who received this message don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Strommer, Amanda (MDH)
To: Andrew Levi; Brie Anderson
Cc: Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH); Luzinski, Danielle (MDH); Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Yarta (MDH); Bell, David

(MDH)
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Friday, September 12, 2025 6:19:12 AM
Attachments: image003.png

The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Drinking Water Protection Program appreciates
the notification and the opportunity to provide comments on the Proposed Transmission Line
Extension.
Based on what was presented to us we did not identify any major issues or concerns with the
proposal.  We want to make note of the following setback distances from any wells.  Electrical
transformer storage area, oil filled is 50 feet and electric transmission line is 10 feet required
setback.  It appears that the proposal meets these setbacks but please ensure they are met
during construction. There are no drinking water supply management areas in the proposed
project area.
If you have any questions or if there is any way we can be of further assistance, please contact
us.
 
Amanda Strommer
Principal Planner | Drinking Water Protection Section
Minnesota Department of Health
1400 E. Lyon Street, Marshall, MN  56258-1268
Office: 507-476-4241  |  Mobile: 507-649-0854

 
 
 
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:46 PM
To: Strommer, Amanda (MDH) <amanda.strommer@state.mn.us>
Cc: Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH) <dereck.richter@state.mn.us>; Luzinski, Danielle (MDH)
<Danielle.Luzinski@state.mn.us>; Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Yarta (MDH) <yarta.clemens-
billaigbakpu@state.mn.us>; Bell, David (MDH) <david.bell@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
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Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

 

Dear Amanda Strommer,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
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computer system.
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Brie Anderson
To: Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Yarta (MDH); Andrew Levi; Strommer, Amanda (MDH)
Cc: Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH); Luzinski, Danielle (MDH); Bell, David (MDH)
Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 3:05:14 PM
Attachments: image003.png

image.png
BIG_Transmission_Route_20250904.zip

Hi Yarta - 

Thank you for your response; attached is a shapefile of the Route that will be included in our
Site Permit Application. 

Thanks,
brie

BRIE ANDERSON

Senior Director of Project Permitting
 
Apex Clean Energy

120 Garrett Street, Suite 700, Charlottesville, VA  22902

cell: 612-501-2801 |  fax: 434-220-3712 

brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com  |  www.apexcleanenergy.com

 

 
Safety • Integrity • Entrepreneurship • Sustainability • Professionalism

From: Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Yarta (MDH) <yarta.clemens-billaigbakpu@state.mn.us>
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 2:10 PM
To: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>; Strommer, Amanda (MDH)
<amanda.strommer@state.mn.us>
Cc: Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH) <dereck.richter@state.mn.us>; Luzinski, Danielle (MDH)
<Danielle.Luzinski@state.mn.us>; Bell, David (MDH) <david.bell@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
 
Hi Andrew,
Thanks for reaching out to the Minnesota Department of Health for comments on your
proposed project.  In order to better assess the project can you please make available to me
the shapefiles for the various GIS layers in the map that was attached
To your email.
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BIG_Transmission_Route_20250904.dbf

			Project			ProjectCod			Type			Area_Acres			Big Bend			1156			Transmission Route			1.90123885355e+02









BIG_Transmission_Route_20250904.prj

PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_Minnesota_South_FIPS_2203_Feet",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",2624666.6667],PARAMETER["False_Northing",328083.3333],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-94.0],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",43.7833333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",45.2166666666667],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",43.0],UNIT["US survey foot",0.3048006096012192]]
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Some people who received this message don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is
important

 
Thanks!
Yarta CB
Yarta Clemens-Billaigbakpu
Source Water Protection Program
Drinking Water Protection Section
Minnesota Department of Health
625 Robert St. N
Saint Paul, MN
Office: 651-201-4686  | 

 
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:46 PM
To: Strommer, Amanda (MDH) <amanda.strommer@state.mn.us>
Cc: Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH) <dereck.richter@state.mn.us>; Luzinski, Danielle (MDH)
<Danielle.Luzinski@state.mn.us>; Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Yarta (MDH) <yarta.clemens-
billaigbakpu@state.mn.us>; Bell, David (MDH) <david.bell@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

 

 

Dear Amanda Strommer,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
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Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Some people who received this message don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Yarta (MDH)
To: Andrew Levi; Strommer, Amanda (MDH)
Cc: Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH); Luzinski, Danielle (MDH); Bell, David (MDH); Brie Anderson
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 2:10:24 PM
Attachments: image003.png

Hi Andrew,
Thanks for reaching out to the Minnesota Department of Health for comments on your
proposed project.  In order to better assess the project can you please make available to me
the shapefiles for the various GIS layers in the map that was attached
To your email.
 
Thanks!
Yarta CB
Yarta Clemens-Billaigbakpu
Source Water Protection Program
Drinking Water Protection Section
Minnesota Department of Health
625 Robert St. N
Saint Paul, MN
Office: 651-201-4686  | 

 
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:46 PM
To: Strommer, Amanda (MDH) <amanda.strommer@state.mn.us>
Cc: Richter, Dereck (He/Him/His) (MDH) <dereck.richter@state.mn.us>; Luzinski, Danielle (MDH)
<Danielle.Luzinski@state.mn.us>; Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Yarta (MDH) <yarta.clemens-
billaigbakpu@state.mn.us>; Bell, David (MDH) <david.bell@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
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Dear Amanda Strommer,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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From: Andrew Levi
To: amanda.strommer@state.mn.us
Cc: dereck.richter@state.mn.us; danielle.luzinski@state.mn.us; yarta.clemens-billaigbakpu@state.mn.us;

david.bell@state.mn.us; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:45:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Minnesota Department of Health.pdf

Dear Amanda Strommer,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Amanda Strommer 
Minnesota Department of Health 
1400 East Lyon St.  
Marshall, MN 56258 
amanda.strommer@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Amanda Strommer, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit29 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project30 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
29 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
30 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Amanda Strommer 
September 10, 2025 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Dereck Richter, Minnesota Department of Health 
Danielle Luzinski, Minnesota Department of Health 
Yarta Clemens-Billaigbakpu, Minnesota Department of Health 
David Bell, Minnesota Department of Health 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: "todd.a.green@state.mn.us"
Cc: "brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com"
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:45:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry.pdf

Dear Todd Green,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Todd Green 
Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry 
443 Lafayette RD 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
todd.a.green@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Todd Green, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit31 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project32 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
31 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
32 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com





Unn
am
ed


S tre


am


Un
na


m
ed
St
re
a
m


Unnam ed Str
ea
m


U
nn


am
ed


S t
re


am


Un
na
med


Str
eam


Unnamed Stream


Cedar C
reek


Kimball


Cedar


J a c k s o n


M a r t i n


235th St


40
th


 A
ve


30
th


 A
ve


20
th


 A
ve


C
o 


R
d


10
3


10
th


 A
ve


230th St


220th St


Minnesota


SD


ND


IA


WI


MI


Canada


D
at


e:
 (


9/
4/


20
25


) 
   


   
 S


o
u


rc
e:


 Z
:\C


lie
nt


s\
A


_D
\A


pe
x\


B
ig


_B
en


d\
P


ro
je


ct
_D


at
a\


D
at


a_
P


ro
ce


ss
in


g\
P


ro
je


ct
_D


at
a.


ap
rx


For Environmental Review Purposes Only


Project Overview Map
Big Bend Transmission Line Extension


Martin County, Minnesota


1 inch = 2,000 feet


0 1,000 2,000
Feet


4
Proposed Route


New Substation Area


Previously Permitted Transmission Line


Existing Lakefield Junction Substation


MDNR River/Stream


MDNR Hydro Feature


Township


County











 
 
 
 
 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
  

PUBLIC DOCUMENT - NONPUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Brie Anderson
To: Haley Byron; Andrew Levi
Cc: Fairman, Kate (DNR); Bump, Samantha (DNR); Schaefer, Benjamin (DNR); Ihns, Karla A (DNR)
Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 3:04:06 PM
Attachments: image006.png
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Hi Haley - 

Thank you for your response; attached is a shapefile of the Route that will be included in our
Site Permit Application. 

Thanks,
brie

BRIE ANDERSON

Senior Director of Project Permitting
 
Apex Clean Energy

120 Garrett Street, Suite 700, Charlottesville, VA  22902

cell: 612-501-2801 |  fax: 434-220-3712 

brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com  |  www.apexcleanenergy.com

 

 
Safety • Integrity • Entrepreneurship • Sustainability • Professionalism

From: Byron, Haley (DNR) <Haley.Byron@state.mn.us>
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 2:53 PM
To: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>
Cc: Fairman, Kate (DNR) <kate.fairman@state.mn.us>; Bump, Samantha (DNR)
<Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson <brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>; Schaefer,
Benjamin (DNR) <benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us>; Ihns, Karla A (DNR) <karla.ihns@state.mn.us>
Subject: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
 
Hello Andrew,
 
I serve as the DNR’s primary point of contact in Region 4 for early coordination. I’ll reach out to
all applicable DNR divisions for comment and provide a written response to you for the
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			Project			ProjectCod			Type			Area_Acres			Big Bend			1156			Transmission Route			1.90123885355e+02









BIG_Transmission_Route_20250904.prj

PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_Minnesota_South_FIPS_2203_Feet",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",2624666.6667],PARAMETER["False_Northing",328083.3333],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-94.0],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",43.7833333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",45.2166666666667],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",43.0],UNIT["US survey foot",0.3048006096012192]]
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transmission line extension.  To aid in the review process, please provide a shapefile of the
proposed transmission line.
 
If it is determined that a utility crossing license is required, Karla Ihns with Lands and Minerals
will be your primary point of contact for that permitting process.
 
Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions.
 
Thank you!
 
Haley Byron
Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist | South Region EWR

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
117 Rogers Street
Mankato, MN 56001
Office: 507-389-8813
Cell: 507-910-8963
Email: haley.byron@state.mn.us
mndnr.gov

 
From: Schaefer, Benjamin (DNR) <benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:51 PM
To: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>; Ihns, Karla A (DNR) <karla.ihns@state.mn.us>
Cc: Fairman, Kate (DNR) <kate.fairman@state.mn.us>; Bump, Samantha (DNR)
<Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us>; Byron, Haley (DNR) <Haley.Byron@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Importance: High

 
Thank you Andrew. I will let Karla Inhs from my office be the lead on this. She can look at your map
and letter and let you know our thoughts. Thanks for reaching out to the DNR.

 

  

BENJAMIN J. SCHAEFER
Southern Region Operations Coordinator
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Some people who received this message don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is
important

Division of Lands and Minerals
21371 State Highway 15
New Ulm, MN 56073
Phone: 507-233-1211
Cell: 507-276-1985
benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us
 
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:46 PM
To: Schaefer, Benjamin (DNR) <benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us>
Cc: Fairman, Kate (DNR) <kate.fairman@state.mn.us>; Bump, Samantha (DNR)
<Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us>; Byron, Haley (DNR) <Haley.Byron@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

 

 

Dear Benjamin Schaefer,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
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Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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From: Byron, Haley (DNR)
To: Andrew Levi
Cc: Fairman, Kate (DNR); Bump, Samantha (DNR); Brie Anderson; Schaefer, Benjamin (DNR); Ihns, Karla A (DNR)
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 2:53:14 PM
Attachments: image006.png
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Hello Andrew,
 
I serve as the DNR’s primary point of contact in Region 4 for early coordination. I’ll reach out to
all applicable DNR divisions for comment and provide a written response to you for the
transmission line extension.  To aid in the review process, please provide a shapefile of the
proposed transmission line.
 
If it is determined that a utility crossing license is required, Karla Ihns with Lands and Minerals
will be your primary point of contact for that permitting process.
 
Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions.
 
Thank you!
 
Haley Byron
Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist | South Region EWR

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
117 Rogers Street
Mankato, MN 56001
Office: 507-389-8813
Cell: 507-910-8963
Email: haley.byron@state.mn.us
mndnr.gov

 
From: Schaefer, Benjamin (DNR) <benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:51 PM
To: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>; Ihns, Karla A (DNR) <karla.ihns@state.mn.us>
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Some people who received this message don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is
important

Cc: Fairman, Kate (DNR) <kate.fairman@state.mn.us>; Bump, Samantha (DNR)
<Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us>; Byron, Haley (DNR) <Haley.Byron@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Importance: High

 
Thank you Andrew. I will let Karla Inhs from my office be the lead on this. She can look at your map
and letter and let you know our thoughts. Thanks for reaching out to the DNR.
 

  

BENJAMIN J. SCHAEFER
Southern Region Operations Coordinator
Division of Lands and Minerals
21371 State Highway 15
New Ulm, MN 56073
Phone: 507-233-1211
Cell: 507-276-1985
benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us
 

From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:46 PM
To: Schaefer, Benjamin (DNR) <benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us>
Cc: Fairman, Kate (DNR) <kate.fairman@state.mn.us>; Bump, Samantha (DNR)
<Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us>; Byron, Haley (DNR) <Haley.Byron@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

 

Dear Benjamin Schaefer,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
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Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Some people who received this message don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Schaefer, Benjamin (DNR)
To: Andrew Levi; Ihns, Karla A (DNR)
Cc: Fairman, Kate (DNR); Bump, Samantha (DNR); Haley Byron; Brie Anderson
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:51:18 PM
Attachments: image003.png

image004.png
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Importance: High

Thank you Andrew. I will let Karla Inhs from my office be the lead on this. She can look at your map
and letter and let you know our thoughts. Thanks for reaching out to the DNR.
 

  

BENJAMIN J. SCHAEFER
Southern Region Operations Coordinator
Division of Lands and Minerals
21371 State Highway 15
New Ulm, MN 56073
Phone: 507-233-1211
Cell: 507-276-1985
benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us
 

From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:46 PM
To: Schaefer, Benjamin (DNR) <benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us>
Cc: Fairman, Kate (DNR) <kate.fairman@state.mn.us>; Bump, Samantha (DNR)
<Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us>; Byron, Haley (DNR) <Haley.Byron@state.mn.us>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

 

Dear Benjamin Schaefer,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Benjamin Schaefer 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
21371 State Hwy 15 
New Ulm, MN 56073-5228 
benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Benjamin Schaefer, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit33 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project34 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
33 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
34 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Benjamin Schaefer 
September 10, 2025 
 
 


  2 


Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Kate Fairman, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Samantha Bump, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Haley Byron, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Project Overview Map
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Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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From: Andrew Levi
To: benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us
Cc: kate.fairman@state.mn.us; samantha.bump@state.mn.us; haley.byron@state.mn.us;

brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:46:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Dear Benjamin Schaefer,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Benjamin Schaefer 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
21371 State Hwy 15 
New Ulm, MN 56073-5228 
benjamin.schaefer@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Benjamin Schaefer, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit33 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project34 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
33 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
34 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Benjamin Schaefer 
September 10, 2025 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Kate Fairman, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Samantha Bump, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Haley Byron, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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Project Overview Map
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Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
MCE #: 2025-00796

Page 1 of 5

Formal Natural Heritage Review - Cover Page
See next page for results of review. A draft watermark means the project details
have not been finalized and the results are not official.

Project Name: Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

Project Proposer: Big Bend Wind LLC and Great River Energy

Project Type: Utilities, Transmission (electric, cable, phone)

Project Type Activities: Wetland impacts (e.g., dewatering, tiling, drainage, discharge, excavation, fill,

runoff, sedimentation, changes in hydrology);Tree Removal;Project activities/impacts will occur outside the

road ROW

TRS: T104 R33 S10, T104 R33 S15, T104 R33 S16, T104 R33 S17, T104 R33 S19, T104 R33 S20, T104
R33 S21, T104 R33 S22, T104 R33 S9

County(s): Martin

DNR Admin Region(s): South

Reason Requested: PUC Site or Route Application

Project Description: Big Bend Wind, LLC and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities ...

Existing Land Uses: cultivated cropland, wetlands, road right of way, grassland

Landcover / Habitat Impacted: cultivated cropland, wetlands, road right of way, grassland

Waterbodies Affected: Cedar Creek and associated riparian/wetland habitat will need to be crossed;
however, all avoidance measures will be used to reduce impacts. 

Groundwater Resources Affected: N/A

Previous Natural Heritage Review: No

Previous Habitat Assessments / Surveys: No

SUMMARY OF AUTOMATED RESULTS

Category Results Response By Category

Project Details Comments Tree Removal - Recommendations

Ecologically Significant Area No Comments No Further Review Required

State-Listed Endangered or
Threatened Species

No Comments No Further Review Required

State-Listed Species of Special
Concern

No Comments No Further Review Required

Federally Listed Species No Records Visit IPaC For Federal Review

9/19/2025 12:52 PM
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Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
MCE #: 2025-00796

Page 2 of 5

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Ecological & Water Resources
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25
St. Paul, MN 55155-4025

September 19, 2025

Project ID: MCE #2025-00796

Hannah Phelps
Merjent, Inc.
1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414

RE: Automated Natural Heritage Review of the proposed Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
See Cover Page for location and project details.

Dear Hannah Phelps,

As requested, the above project has been reviewed for potential effects to rare features. Given the project
details provided on the cover page, I do not believe the proposed project will negatively affect any known
occurrences of rare features. To ensure compliance with federal law, conduct a federal regulatory review
using the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS) online Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC)
tool. 

Project Type and/or Project Type Activity Comments

The Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS) tracks bat roost trees and hibernacula plus some
acoustic data, but this information is not exhaustive. Even if there are no bat records listed below, all
of Minnesota’s bats, including the federally endangered northern long-eared bat (Myotis
septentrionalis), can be found throughout Minnesota. During the active season (approximately April-
November) bats roost underneath bark, in cavities, or in crevices of both live and dead trees. Tree
removal can negatively impact bats by destroying roosting habitat, especially during the pup rearing
season when females are forming maternity roosting colonies and the pups cannot yet fly. To
minimize these impacts, the DNR recommends that tree removal be avoided from June 1 through
August 15.

The Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS), a collection of databases that contains information about
Minnesota’s rare natural features, is maintained by the Division of Ecological and Water Resources,
Department of Natural Resources. The NHIS is continually updated as new information becomes available,
and is the most complete source of data on Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant
communities, and other natural features. However, the NHIS is not an exhaustive inventory and thus does
not represent all of the occurrences of rare features within the state. Therefore, ecologically significant
features for which we have no records may exist within the project area. If additional information becomes
available regarding rare features in the vicinity of the project, further review may be necessary. 

9/19/2025 12:52 PM
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Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
MCE #: 2025-00796

Page 3 of 5

For environmental review purposes, the results of this Natural Heritage Review are valid for one year; the
results are only valid for the project location and the project description provided on the cover page. If
project details change or construction has not occurred within one year, please resubmit the project for
review before initiating project activities.

The Natural Heritage Review does not constitute project approval by the Department of Natural Resources.
Instead, it identifies issues regarding known occurrences of rare features and potential impacts to these rare
features. For information on the environmental review process or other natural resource concerns, you may
contact your DNR Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist.

Thank you for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural
resources. 

Sincerely, The Natural Heritage Review Team Natural Heritage Review Program
Review.NHIS@state.mn.us 

Links: USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) tool
Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) tool
DNR Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist Contact Info
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html

9/19/2025 12:52 PM

PUBLIC DOCUMENT - NONPUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/nhnrp/natural-heritage-review.html
mailto:Review.NHIS@state.mn.us?subject=NH%20Review%20Letter%20MCE%20%23&body=MCE%20%23
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html


Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
MCE #: 2025-00796

Page 4 of 5

9/19/2025 12:52 PM

PUBLIC DOCUMENT - NONPUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED



Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
MCE #: 2025-00796

Page 5 of 5

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

9/19/2025 12:52 PM

PUBLIC DOCUMENT - NONPUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED

http://www.tcpdf.org


 
 
 
 
 
Minnesota Department of Revenue 
  

PUBLIC DOCUMENT - NONPUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: MN_MDOR_Sa Property
To: Andrew Levi
Subject: EXTERNAL: Automatic reply: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:47:06 PM

We have received your message.
 
If you have requested a response, we will be able to respond to most inquiries within three
business days, though more complicated issues may take longer.
 
Thank you,

State Assessed Property Section
Property Tax Division 

Minnesota Department of Revenue 
Office: 651-556-6091
www.revenue.state.mn.us 

Working together to fund the future for all of Minnesota.  
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From: Andrew Levi
To: sa.property@state.mn.us
Cc: brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:46:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Minnesota Department of Revenue.pdf

Dear Alan Whipple,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 

PUBLIC DOCUMENT - NONPUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED

mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:sa.property@state.mn.us
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
http://www.merjent.com/

nmerj[[ewmt






 


c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Alan Whipple 
Minnesota Department of Revenue 
600 N Robert ST 
St. Paul, MN  55146 
sa.property@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Alan Whipple, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit35 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project36 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
35 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
36 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Alan Whipple 
September 10, 2025 
 
 


  2 


Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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Project Overview Map
Big Bend Transmission Line Extension
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From: Andrew Levi
To: stacy.kotch@state.mn.us
Cc: Emily.Eichner@state.mn.us; carroll.aasen@state.mn.us; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:47:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Minnesota Department of Transportation.pdf

Dear Stacy Kotch Egstad,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Stacy Kotch Egstad 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
395 John Ireland Blvd 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
stacy.kotch@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Stacy Kotch Egstad, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit37 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project38 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
37 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
38 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Stacy Kotch Egstad 
September 10, 2025 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Emily Eichner, Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Carroll Aasen, Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: isaac.weston@state.mn.us
Cc: Brie Anderson
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Thursday, October 2, 2025 9:46:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png
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Dear Isaac Weston,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in Martin
County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind Project to the
transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has changed. More
detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you might have
about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson
at brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written comments,
or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Apex]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
October 2, 2025 
 
Isaac Weston 
Minnesota Indian Affairs Council 
161 Saint Anthony Ave, Ste 919 
St. Paul, MN  55103 
issac.weston@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Isaac Weston, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit1 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project2 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 


 
1 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
2 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Isaac Weston 
October 2, 2025 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Andrew Levi
To: "Green, Chris (MPCA)"
Cc: Brie Anderson; Card, Dan (MPCA)
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 6:31:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you, Chris.
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
From: Green, Chris (MPCA) <chris.green@state.mn.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 10:08 AM
To: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>
Cc: Brie Anderson <brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>; Card, Dan (MPCA)
<dan.card@state.mn.us>
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

Hi Andrew,
 
We are currently evaluating our internal process regarding the early coordination statute
change.  At this time, we do not have any comments, but we will be further evaluating this
project and likely supplying comments during the public comment period after a full-fledged
environmental document is finalized (EA/EAW/EIS/etc).
 
Please let me know if you have any concerns,
 
Chris Green
Project Manager
Environmental Review
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
504 Fairgrounds Rd Suite 200
Marshall MN 56258-1688
Office: 507-476-4258
Cell: 507-696-9718
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

You don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

Chris.Green@state.mn.us
 

NOTICE: This email (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521. This email may be confidential and may be legally
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any retention,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Please
reply back to the sender that you have received this message in error, then delete it. Thank
you.

 
 
 
 
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:47 PM
To: Green, Chris (MPCA) <chris.green@state.mn.us>
Cc: Brie Anderson <brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

 

Dear Chris Green,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]

PUBLIC DOCUMENT - NONPUBLIC DATA HAS BEEN EXCISED
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Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.
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You don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Green, Chris (MPCA)
To: Andrew Levi
Cc: Brie Anderson; Card, Dan (MPCA)
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 10:08:23 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Andrew,
 
We are currently evaluating our internal process regarding the early coordination statute
change.  At this time, we do not have any comments, but we will be further evaluating this
project and likely supplying comments during the public comment period after a full-fledged
environmental document is finalized (EA/EAW/EIS/etc).
 
Please let me know if you have any concerns,
 
Chris Green
Project Manager
Environmental Review
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
504 Fairgrounds Rd Suite 200
Marshall MN 56258-1688
Office: 507-476-4258
Cell: 507-696-9718
Chris.Green@state.mn.us
 

NOTICE: This email (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521. This email may be confidential and may be legally
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any retention,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Please
reply back to the sender that you have received this message in error, then delete it. Thank
you.

 
 
 
 
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:47 PM
To: Green, Chris (MPCA) <chris.green@state.mn.us>
Cc: Brie Anderson <brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

 

Dear Chris Green,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
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From: Andrew Levi
To: chris.green@state.mn.us
Cc: brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:47:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.pdf

Dear Chris Green,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Chris Green 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
504 Fairgrounds Rd, Ste 200 
Marshall, MN  56258 
chris.green@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Chris Green, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit39 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project40 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
39 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
40 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Chris Green 
September 10, 2025 
 
 


  2 


Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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From: Andrew Levi
To: jonathan.wolfgram@state.mn.us
Cc: brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:47:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Office of Pipeline Safety.pdf

Dear Jonathan Wolfgram,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Jonathan Wolfgram 
Office of Pipeline Safety 
445 Minnsota ST, STE 147 
St. Paul, MN  55101 
jonathan.wolfgram@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Jonathan Wolfgram, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit41 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project42 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
41 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
42 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Jonathan Wolfgram 
September 10, 2025 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project 
Martin County, Minnesota 
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 

8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 

T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 

apexcleanenergy.com 

 
 
September 23, 2025 
 
Ms. Kelly Gragg-Johnson 
Environmental Review Specialist 
Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 
203 Administration Building 
50 Sherburne Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Sent via email: ENReviewSHPO@state.mn.us 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Kelly, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit1 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project2 to the transmission grid. Since 
MPUC’s issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River 
Energy that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the 
interconnection point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV 
transmission line route and associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. 
Big Bend will apply for a new MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend 
Transmission Line Extension Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this 
application, Great River Energy and Big Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and 
interconnection substation on the same pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing 
Great River Energy-owned Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  

 
1 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
2 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
In August 2025, Big Bend contracted Tetra Tech, Inc. (“Tetra Tech”) to conduct a Phase IA Cultural 
Resource Investigation of the Extension Project, which includes 190 acres (“Extension Project Area”). 
No previously documented archaeological resources were identified within the Extension Project 
Area. One previously documented archaeological resource (21MR0075) was identified within 1 mile 
of the Extension Project Area; the resource is a Precontact lithic isolated find that is unevaluated for 
listing in the NRHP. Three previously inventoried architectural resources (MR-CED-00024, MR-CED-
00028, and MR-CED-00068) were identified within the Extension Project Area.  Two are unevaluated 
for listing in the NRHP (MR-CED-00024 and MR-CED-00028) and one has been determined not 
eligible for listing in the (NRHP MR-CED-00068).  An additional 29 previously inventoried architectural 
resources were identified within 1 mile of the Extension Project Area. Of these, 26 resources are 
unevaluated for listing in the NRHP, and 3 resources have been determined not eligible for listing in 
the NRHP.   
 
Additionally, five previously conducted archaeological investigations were identified intersecting 111 
acres of the Extension Project Area (see enclosed map).  Two of the previous investigations were 
conducted for the proposed Elm Creek I and Elm Creek II Wind Projects (Florin and Lindbeck 2008 
[Manuscript No. MULT-2008-006]; Florin and Lindbeck 2010 [Manuscript No. MULT-2010-011]; and 
one was conducted for the proposed Odell Wind Farm (Blondo 2014 [Manuscript No. 2009-2529]). 
One investigation was conducted for the proposed Big Bend Transmission Line (Newton and Rom 
2022 [Manuscript No. 2018-0592/2021-0387]).  One investigation was for the proposed Northern 
Border Pipeline (Hudak 1980 [Manuscript No. MR-80-4]); portions of this survey that intersect the 
Extension Project Area appeared to have re-surveyed for the proposed Elm Creek I Wind Project 
(Florin and Lindbeck 2008 [Manuscript No. MULT-2008-006]).  All of the previous investigations failed 
to identify cultural resources within the Extension Project Area. 
 
The majority of the Extension Project Area (111 acres) have been surveyed within the past 20 years 
and were surveyed through the use of modern survey techniques and equipment. Based off this 
information, Tetra Tech recommended the completion of Phase I Archaeological Survey for the 79 
acres of un-surveyed portions of the Extension Project Area, which would include a pedestrian survey 
and reporting on pedestrian survey results.   
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Big Bend is requesting SHPO review and comment on the need for additional survey work for the 
previously surveyed 111 acres of the Extension Project Area. 

To facilitate your review, we have enclosed maps depicting the location of the proposed Extension 
Project Area, and the location of previously documented resources and previously completed 
cultural resource investigations within the Extension Project Area plus a 1-mile buffer. We welcome 
any comments your agency might have at this time and throughout the permitting process. Any 
written agency comments provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s 
route permit process. Should you need additional information or would like to set up a pre-
application coordination meeting, please contact me at brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 
612-501-2801.

Sincerely, 

Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 

Enclosure: Figure 1 – Project Area, and Figure 2 – File Search Results 

cc: Jennier Geiger, Apex Clean Energy 
Adam Holven, Tetra Tech 
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Phase IA Cultural Resources Investigation 
Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project 
Martin County, Minnesota 
SHPO Number: 2018-0592 and 2021-0387 

September 10, 2025 

PRESENTED TO PRESENTED BY 

Big Bend Wind, LLC
120 Garrett Street, Suite 700 
Charlottesville Virginia 22902 

Tetra Tech, Inc.
2001 Killebrew Drive, Suite 141 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55425 
(612) 643-2200
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From: Andrew Levi
To: nicole@rndc.org
Cc: brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:12:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Region Nine Development Commission.pdf

Dear Nicole Griensewic,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Nicole Griensewic 
Region Nine Development Commission 
3 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 310 
Mankato, MN  56001 
nicole@rndc.org 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Nicole Griensewic, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit47 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project48 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
47 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
48 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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