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Dear Mr. Wolf: 
 
Pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 216.B1691, subdivision 2f(g) and the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission’s (Commission) Notice of Reporting Requirement and 
Comment Period issued on April 21, 2014, Interstate Power and Light Company 
(IPL) submits for e-filing with the Commission, IPL’s annual Solar Energy 
Standard (SES) report (Report) for 2015.   
 
The Report describes IPL’s status for 2015 SES activity, including data and 
tables summarizing IPL’s 2015 retail sales, excluded customer sales, amounts of 
actual and estimated utility solar generation, and compliance progress.   
 
Copies of this filing have been served on the Minnesota Department of 
Commerce, Division of Energy Resources, the Minnesota Office of Attorney 
General - Residential and Small Business Utilities Division, and the attached 
service list. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  /s/ Samantha C. Norris  
Samantha C. Norris 
Senior Attorney 
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AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 

 
 
STATE OF IOWA  ) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF LINN  ) 

 
Tonya A. Bender, being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and states: 
 
 That on the 31st day of May, 2016, copies of the foregoing Affidavit of 
Service, together with Interstate Power and Light Company’s Solar Energy 
Standard Report, were served upon the parties on the attached service list, by 
e-filing, overnight delivery, electronic mail and/or first-class mail, proper postage 
prepaid from Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
 

           
           

      __/s/ Tonya A. Bender 
              Tonya A. Bender 

 
 
Subscribed and Sworn to Before Me  
this 31ST day of May, 2016 
 
 
/s/ Wilene Drummy 
Wilene Drummy 
Notary Public 
My Commission Expired on October 9, 2016 
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Statement Providing Justification for Trade Secret Information 

 
IPL is providing a non-public version of the information that contains trade secret 
information, as defined by section 13.37, subd. 1(b), of the Minnesota Statutes in 
that the data is the subject of efforts by IPL that are reasonable under the 
circumstances to maintain its secrecy, and that derives independent economic 
value, actual or potential, from not being generally known to, and not being readily 
ascertainable by proper means by, other persons who can obtain economic value 
from its disclosure or use. IPL has marked the information pursuant to the 
Commission’s Revised Procedures for Handling Trade Secret and Privileged Data, 
Minnesota Rule Part 7829.0500. 
 
Specifically, the trade secret information contains detailed information regarding 
identities and kWh consumption of customers excluded from the Solar Energy 
Standard obligations as Trade Secret and has redacted the information in its 2013 
Solar Energy Standard Report.  As stated in the report, six customers have been 
exempted under 216B.1691, subd. 2f(d)(1) and (2).  IPL believes that the above-
mentioned portion of its Solar Energy Standard Report meets the definition of a 
trade secret under Minnesota Statutes section 13.37. 
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INTERSTATE POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY’S 2015 SOLAR ENERGY 
STANDARD ANNUAL REPORT 

 
COMES NOW, Interstate Power and Light Company (IPL), and in compliance 

with Minn. Stat. § 216.B1691, subd. 2f(g) and the Minnesota Public Utilities 

Commission’s (Commission) Notice of Reporting Requirement and Comment Period 

issued on April 21, 2014 (April 21st Notice) and Order Accepting 2013 Solar Energy 

Standard Reports and Requiring Additional Information in Next Reports issued on 

October 23, 2014 (October 23rd Order), files with the Commission its 2015 Solar Energy 

Standard (SES) Annual Report. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The Commission issued the April 21st Notice, establishing content requirements 

for public utilities’ solar SES annual reports beginning June 1, 2014, and every June 1 

thereafter, through 2020.  Additionally, the Commission’s Notice established a comment 

period to receive comments on public utilities’ SES annual reports. The Commission 

issued the October 23rd Order, establishing additional content requirements for public 
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utilities’ solar SES annual reports beginning June 1, 2014, and every June 1 thereafter, 

through 2020.  

On July 31, 2015 IPL sold its Minnesota electric distribution assets to Southern 

Minnesota Energy Cooperative (SMEC) and ceased operating as a public utility in the 

state of Minnesota. As such, the SES standard (which applies to public utilities) does 

not apply to IPL after the sale.  Therefore, the information contained in IPL’s 2015 SES 

Annual Report reflects information from January 1, 2015 through July 31, 2015, and IPL 

will not file future SES annual reports.  

In response to the April 21st Notice and October 23rd Order, IPL provides the 

following 2015 SES Annual Report, containing information through July 31, 2015: 

 

II. 2015 SES ANNUAL REPORT 

 The Commission’s April 21st Notice and October 23rd Order directed the public 

utilities that are subject to the SES standard to provide the following information: 

1. Annual Minnesota retail sales for the previous calendar year. 

IPL had retail sales of 485,440,261 kilowatt hours (kWh) through July 31, 2015. 

2. Annual excluded customer sales for the previous calendar year. 

 IPL had 6,555,270 kWh excluded customer sales through July 31, 2015. Please 

see Trade Secret Table 1 below, which provides a list of customers IPL excluded from 

its SES obligations under Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, subd. 2f(d)(1) and (2).  
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Table 1: IPL Customers Excluded from SES Obligations 

Customer 
Statutory 
Category 

NAICS 
Code 

 Consumption 
through July 31, 

2015 (kWh) 
[TRADE SECRET DATA 
BEGINS 

   

   TRADE SECRET 
DATA ENDS] 

Total   6,992,950 
  

3. A list of customers requesting exclusion from the requirements of 
the SES, the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 
code associated with their manufacturing activity, and their annual 
kWh usage. 

 IPL did not have any customers request exclusion from the requirements of the 

SES through July 31, 2015. 

4. The total Minnesota retail sales for customers excluded from the SES 
requirement. 

 As shown above in Trade Secret Table 1, the total Minnesota retail sales for 

customers excluded from the SES requirement was 6,992,950 kWh through July 31, 

2015.  
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5. Annual solar generation on the utilities’ system for the previous 
calendar year, including the total number of units registered in 
Midwest Renewable Energy Tracking System (M-RETs) to that utility 
and the solar renewable energy certificate (S-RECs) generated in the 
past year from those units. 

 IPL did not have any kWh generated by solar generation on its system through 

July 31, 2015.  IPL did not have any solar PV units registered in M-RETs, and thus no 

S-RECs were generated through July 31, 2015, or any prior year. 

6. Estimated amount of solar generation (expressed as capacity) a 
utility would be required to meet the SES in 2020. 

 Item 6 of IPL’s Initial Comments filed with the Commission on August 14, 2013, 

in Docket No. E999/CI-13-542, established IPL’s estimated 2020 retail sales after 

exclusions at 888,992,000 kWh. Based on this figure, 13,334,880 kWh would be 

required for IPL to meet the 1.5 percent SES requirement—which translates to an 

estimated capacity of 5.6 megawatts (MW) of solar generation (see Table 2 below for 

the calculation)—had IPL retained its Minnesota electric distribution assets and 

remained subject to the SES standard. The calculation is based on using a capacity 

factor (CF) of 27.25 percent.1 

Table 2: IPL Solar Generation Capacity Calculation to Meet 2020 SES  
 13,334,800 kWh  = 13,334,800 kWh         =  5,586 kW or 5.6 MW 
(8,760 hrs. per year)(27.25% CF)   2,387.10 hrs. per year 

 
7. Estimated solar energy requirements to meet the SES in 2020. 

 Item 6 of IPL’s Initial Comments filed with the Commission on August 14, 2013, 

in Docket No. E999/CI-13-542, established IPL’s estimated 2020 retail sales after 

                                                 
1 IPL used the average capacity factor from 2014-2015 provided by U.S. Energy Information 
Administration’s Electric Power Monthly, Table 6.7.B. Capacity Factors for Utility Scale Generators Not 
Primarily Using Fossil Fuels, January 2013-February 2016, U.S. Energy Information Administration, 
released April 04, 2016. http://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.cfm?t=epmt_6_07_b  
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exclusions at 888,992,000 kWh. Based on this figure, 13,334,880 kWh would be 

required to meet the 1.5 percent SES requirement.   

8. A short summary of ongoing efforts to obtain solar energy, including 
a brief summary of anticipated mix of project sizes for SES 
compliance. 

 Due to the aforementioned sale to SMEC, IPL is no longer pursing solar energy 

solely for SES compliance. 

9. A summary of progress towards compliance with the ten percent 
carve out for systems under 20 kW.2 

 As stated in IPL’s response to question 8, IPL is no longer pursing solar energy 

solely for SES compliance. 

10. A brief summary of the state(s) in which solar generation is located 

or anticipated to be located. 

 Solar generation is currently located in IPL’s Iowa service territory; please see 

Table 3 below for a summary. As of July 31, 2015 IPL had 1,019 customers with more 

than 19 MW of installed solar generation. IPL anticipates continued growth of solar 

generation in Iowa. 

Table 3: IPL Solar PV Generation as of July 31, 2015 

Financial 
Arrangement 

Iowa 
Number  

of 
Customers 

Total Rated 
Nameplate 

Capacity (KW) 
Net Metering 986 17832.40 
Parallel 28 1103.51 
PPAs 5 964.20 

Totals 1019 19,900.11 

                                                 
2 Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, subd. 2f(a), each public utility shall generate or procure sufficient 
electricity generated by solar energy to serve its retail electricity customers in Minnesota so that by the 
end of 2020, at least 1.5 percent of the utility's total retail electric sales to retail customers in Minnesota is 
generated by solar energy. At least ten percent of the 1.5 percent goal must be met by solar energy 
generated by or procured from solar photovoltaic devices with a nameplate capacity of 20 kilowatts or 
less.   
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11. Purchases and sales of S-RECs to meet the SES. 

 IPL has not purchased or sold any S-RECs to meet the SES through July 31, 

2015.    

12. By June 1 of each year, utilities shall file SES annual reports in 
Docket 14-321.  The SES annual reports shall also include a  
breakdown of S-RECs, identifying which credits were associated 
with each of the following: 
a. Facilities receiving the Value of Solar Rate;  
b. Community Solar Gardens;  
c. Facilities under a net metering tariff;  
d. Utility-owned solar projects;  
e. Solar Facilities that have entered into a purchased power 

 agreement with the utility; and 
f. Facilities receiving an incentive, such as Solar Rewards or Made 

 in Minnesota.  

 As stated in IPL’s response to question 5 above, no S-RECs were generated 

through July 31, 2015, or any prior year, thus IPL’s response to parts “a” through “f” of 

this question is none. 

III. CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, IPL respectfully submits its 2015 SES Annual Report. 

 DATED this 31st day of May, 2016. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

  Interstate Power and Light Company 

By:  /s/ Samantha C. Norris 
Samantha C. Norris 
Senior Attorney 
Interstate Power and Light Company 
200 First Street S.E. 
P.O. Box 351 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406-0351 
(319) 786-4236 
SamanthaNorris@alliantenergy.com 
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