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Will Seuffert 

Executive Secretary 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

121 7th Place East, Suite 350 

St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 

 

RE: In the Matter of the Distribution System Planning for Otter Tail Power 

Company 

Docket No. E017/M-19-693 

Reply Comments  

 

Dear Mr. Seuffert, 

 

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) respectfully submits the following Reply Comments 

to Parties Comments in Docket E017/M-19-693; Otter Tail Power Company’s 2019 

Integrated Distribution Plan (IDP).  

Overview 

Otter Tail agrees with the commenters that the first IDP is foundational in the process of 

starting a dialog between stakeholders regarding distribution planning and investments. The 

goal of the Otter Tail’s first submittal was to provide an understanding of existing 

operational and planning processes and evolve subsequent submittals as necessary. The 

development of the IDP report is not a trivial task for utilities. Adjustments to the IDP and 

future direction should ensure the outcome of the report is providing commensurate value 

for customers.   

Reply to the Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce 

(Department or DOC) 

As it was stated in their comments, “the Department’s [of Commerce] position on 

distribution planning focused on three overarching themes: (1) distribution system planning 

should itself be cost-effective and lead to outcomes that are also cost-effective;  

(2) distribution system planning reporting should correct a historic, long-term information 

asymmetry between regulators and utilities; and (3) IDP requirements between utilities 

should be consistent to the greatest extent practicable.” Otter Tail agrees with these positions 
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and appreciates the flexibility provided to each utility within their requirements as each 

utility in the state faces similar yet unique challenges to best serve their customers.  

 

In addition, Otter Tail agrees with the Department’s proposed recommendations A-D and 

amending IDP Requirement 3.D.2 plus merging IDP Requirements 3.D.1 and 3.D.2. For 

clarity, Otter Tail would be interested in understanding if there are any Grid Modernization 

projects that were not covered in Otter Tail’s initial IDP that the Commission would like 

discussed. Further, an evaluation template to use for cost/benefit evaluations would provide 

value and consistency as well. A template could also include evaluation and weighting of 

reliability and non-quantified benefits in addition to any financial evaluations.  

Reply to the comments of Clean Energy Economy MN (CEEM) 

Distributed Energy Resource (DER) scenarios will be a major discussion point in future 

IDPs. The DER scenarios within Otter Tails IDP were based on historical DER deployments 

across Otter Tail’s system as well as U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) data. 

Historical trends will increase at some point in the future which will provide both 

opportunities and challenges. Though not available for the 2019 IDP report, it’s helpful to 

understand Otter Tail had a total of 3 DER installations in Minnesota in 2019 which is lower 

than other areas of the state. As noted in the IDP, Otter Tail’s DER scenarios will look 

different than other utilities in the state for a variety of factors including customer 

demographics. The DER scenarios are an example where utility by utility variances are 

practical and appropriate within the IDP requirements.  

 

As Otter Tail continues to develop and refine its long-term Grid Modernization plans, more 

information will be provided within subsequent filings. At the time of the initial report 

development, the information regarding the long-term Grid Modernization plan represented 

Otter Tail’s most current vision and related information. As a general guiding principle, 

Otter Tail’s grid modernization plan will ensure a system that is safe, reliable, affordable 

and responsive to our customers’ needs and requests 

 

Otter Tail can appreciate the desire for more stakeholder input into the development of the 

planning process, but it should be noted Otter Tail did meet the requirements for stakeholder 

input to the IDP. On September 13th, Otter Tail provided a public notice within docket No. 

E017/CI-18-253 of an in-person meeting with remote meeting capabilities to review the 

current state of distribution system planning in Otter Tail Power’s service territory, and 

long-term considerations to integrate technology advancements such as distributed energy 

resources into the distribution grid. On October 4th, 2019, Otter Tail hosted the stakeholder 

meeting and provided the meeting presentation on October 10th within the docket.   

Reply to the Comments of Rakon Energy 

Otter Tail understands the value and importance of leveraging the most current and up to 

date information such as electrical storage costs. Within our analysis we did leverage an RFI 

process to develop planning level storage costs for our application and believe the    
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numbers were appropriate for the analysis at the time.  Otter Tail will certainly seek out the 

most current information for future analysis as well.  

Reply to the Comments of the Minnesota Office of Attorney General 

(OAG) 

Finally, Otter Tail understands the approval of the IDP does not represent prudency as 

described by the Office of the Attorney General. Otter Tail expects prudency will be 

determined on a case by case basis. In the future, Otter Tail is open to requesting prudency 

of individual projects within the IDP. Otter Tail expects the prudency determination process 

to mirror the Integrated Resource Plan’s process.  

Conclusion 

Otter Tail looks forward to building off the foundational elements within the initial IDP to 

improve awareness and dialog surrounding distribution planning between Otter Tail, 

Stakeholders, Customers, and the Commission. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this filing, please contact me at 218-739-8565 or at 

mriewer@otpco.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ MICHAEL RIEWER 

Michael Riewer 

Manager, Special Projects 
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										Minnesota
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										55435
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Joyce Peppin joyce@mrea.org Minnesota Rural Electric
Association

11640 73rd Ave N
										
										Maple Grove,
										MN
										55369
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Gregory Randa granda@lakecountrypower.
com
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Larry L. Schedin Larry@LLSResources.com LLS Resources, LLC 332 Minnesota St, Ste
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										MN
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Electronic Service No OFF_SL_19-693_M-19-693

Christopher Schoenherr cp.schoenherr@smmpa.or
g
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Itasca Power Company PO Box 455
										
										Spring Lake,
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Maria Seidler maria.seidler@dom.com Dominion Energy
Technology

120 Tredegar Street
										
										Richmond,
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Will Seuffert Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission 121 7th Pl E Ste 350
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David Shaffer shaff081@gmail.com Minnesota Solar Energy
Industries Project
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Electronic Service No OFF_SL_19-693_M-19-693

Patricia Sharkey psharkey@environmentalla
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										Illinois
										60601

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_19-693_M-19-693
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Doug Shoemaker dougs@charter.net Minnesota Renewable
Energy
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Audra Skalet askalet@mienergy.coop MiEnergy Cooperative 31110 Cooperative Way
										PO Box 626
										Rushford,
										MN
										55971
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Anne Smart anne.smart@chargepoint.c
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ChargePoint, Inc. 254 E Hacienda Ave
										
										Campbell,
										CA
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Joshua Smith joshua.smith@sierraclub.or
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85 Second St FL 2
										
										San Francisco,
										California
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Trevor Smith trevor.smith@avantenergy.
com

Avant Energy, Inc. 220 South Sixth Street
										Suite 1300
										Minneapolis,
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Ken Smith ken.smith@districtenergy.c
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District Energy St. Paul Inc. 76 W Kellogg Blvd
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Ken Smith ken.smith@ever-
greenenergy.com
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Wind on the Wires 570 Asbury Street Suite
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Clean Energy Economy
Minnesota

400 South 4th St
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Byron E. Starns byron.starns@stinson.com STINSON LLP 50 S 6th St Ste 2600
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_19-693_M-19-693

James M Strommen jstrommen@kennedy-
graven.com

Kennedy & Graven,
Chartered
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										MN
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Clean Energy Collective P O Box 1828
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Karen Turnboom karen.turnboom@versoco.c
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Verso Corporation 100 Central Avenue
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Lisa Veith lisa.veith@ci.stpaul.mn.us City of St. Paul 400 City Hall and
Courthouse
										15 West Kellogg Blvd.
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										55102
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Interstate Power and Light
Company
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m
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