COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT

October 3, 2025

Sasha Bergman

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147

RE: Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce
Docket No. E015/CN-25-111

Dear Ms. Bergman,

The Department’s comment in this matter recommended that the exemption request to the data required by
Minn. R. 7849.0280 be limited to subparts (B) through (1) only; data should be provided regarding subpart (A)—a
brief discussion of power planning programs.! In reply comments Minnesota Power (MP) and American
Transmission Company LLC (ATC) agreed with the Department’s recommendation and proposed to provide what
they consider to be alternative data for subpart (A). MP proposes to provide MP’s Annual Forecast Report; ATC
proposes to provide load forecast information from its most recent 10-year assessment; and the applicants will
also discuss data used by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc.2

The Department concludes that the data proposed by MP and ATC regarding Minn. R. 7849.0280 A is
reasonable. The Department considers this issue to have been resolved and the Department’s recommendations
remain as stated in the Department’s initial comments except as follows:

e (C.7. The Department recommends the Commission medify-thereguested-exemption-and approve the
requested exemption to Minn. R. 7849.0280, subps. (B) through (1) el and approve the proposed

alternative data reqarding supb. (A).

Sincerely,

/s/ Dr. SYDNIE LIEB
Assistant Commissioner of Regulatory Analysis

SR/ar

L In the Matter of the Application for a Certificate of Need for the Iron Range — St. Louis County — Arrowhead 345 kV
Transmission Line Project, Department, Comment, August 27, 2025, Docket No. E015/CN-25-111, (eDockets),
20258-222450-02 at 7.

2 In the Matter of the Application for a Certificate of Need for the Iron Range — St. Louis County — Arrowhead 345 kV
Transmission Line Project, MP and ATC, Reply Comment, September 16, 2025, Docket No. E015/CN-25-111, (eDockets),
20259-223087-01 at 1-2.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
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following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified
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with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.
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/s/Sharon Ferguson
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October 3, 2025





Sasha Bergman
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147  





RE:	Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce

	Docket No.  E015/CN-25-111





Dear Ms. Bergman,



The Department’s comment in this matter recommended that the exemption request to the data required by Minn. R. 7849.0280 be limited to subparts (B) through (I) only; data should be provided regarding subpart (A)—a brief discussion of power planning programs.[footnoteRef:2] In reply comments Minnesota Power (MP) and American Transmission Company LLC (ATC) agreed with the Department’s recommendation and proposed to provide what they consider to be alternative data for subpart (A).  MP proposes to provide MP’s Annual Forecast Report; ATC proposes to provide load forecast information from its most recent 10-year assessment; and the applicants will also discuss data used by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  In the Matter of the Application for a Certificate of Need for the Iron Range – St. Louis County – Arrowhead 345 kV
Transmission Line Project, Department, Comment, August 27, 2025, Docket No. E015/CN-25-111, (eDockets),
20258-222450-02 at 7.]  [3:  In the Matter of the Application for a Certificate of Need for the Iron Range – St. Louis County – Arrowhead 345 kV
Transmission Line Project, MP and ATC, Reply Comment, September 16, 2025, Docket No. E015/CN-25-111, (eDockets),
20259-223087-01 at 1-2.] 




The Department concludes that the data proposed by MP and ATC regarding Minn. R. 7849.0280 A is reasonable. The Department considers this issue to have been resolved and the Department’s recommendations remain as stated in the Department’s initial comments except as follows:



· C.7. The Department recommends the Commission modify the requested exemption and approve the requested exemption to Minn. R. 7849.0280, subps. (B) through (I) only and approve the proposed alternative data regarding supb. (A).



Sincerely,



/s/ Dr. SYDNIE LIEB                                                     

Assistant Commissioner of Regulatory Analysis   



SR/ar

85 7th Place East - Suite 280 - Saint Paul, MN 55101 | P: 651-539-1500 | F: 651-539-1547
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