COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT

June 30, 2026

Sasha Bergman

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147

RE: Minnesota Department of Commerce — Additional Information/Recommendation
Docket No. G999/PR-25-15

Dear Ms. Bergman,

On April 15, 2026, the Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) filed comments in the following
matter:

In the Matter of a Petition by Lakes Community Co-op for a Small Gas Utility
Franchise Exemption

In the Matter of a Petition by United Natural Gas for a Small Gas Utility Franchise
Exemption

In the Matter of a Petition by Lake Region Energy Services for a Small Gas Utility
Franchise Exemption

In the Matter of a Petition by Dooley’s Natural Gas | for a Small Gas Utility
Franchise Exemption

In the Matter of a Petition by Dooley’s Natural Gas Il for a Small Gas Utility
Franchise Exemption

In the Matter of a Petition by Paul Bunyan Natural Gas for a Small Gas Utility
Franchise Exemption

In the Matter of a Petition by the Northwest Utilities: (Northwest Natural Gas LLC,
Northwest Natural Gas of Murray County LLC, Gorman'’s Inc. for a Small Gas Utility
Franchise Exemption

The Department’s comments were filed in response to a Notice of Comment issued by the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission (Commission) on March 2, 2026.*

Commission staff’s review of those comments noted that the Department hadn’t included a company-specific
review of the different Exempt Small Gas Utilities (ESGUs) compliance efforts regarding changes to their
respective tariffs.

L In the Matter of a Petition by Dooley’s Natural Gas | for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Minnesota Department of
Commerce, April 15, 2026, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20264-230462-01 (hereinafter “Department Comments”).


https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B303D929D-0000-C812-A591-E43EC5D72C61%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=5
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The Department apologizes for this oversight, and this letter serves as the Department’s response/analysis to
the compliance-related issue identified. This review addresses the ESGU’s compliance efforts regarding
maintaining a current tariff in the same order as the Department used in its April 15, 2026, comments.

1. Dooley’s Natural Gas | LLC and Dooley’s Natural Gas Il LLC

Dooley’s | and Il completed rate/tariff reviews in 2024, which triggered this compliance-related requirement.
Those reviews resulted in an increase in the Delivery or volumetric component of base rates for all customer
classes. Both Dooley’s | and Il appear to have identical rate design and rates so the increases occurred for both
entities.>?

Dooley’s | and IIs filings included tariff updates in both red-lined and clean formats in Attachment C of their
respective filings. They included the following sections of the tariffs:

a) For Dooley’s Natural Gas | LLC only,
a. Section Il Service Area which separated Cities and Townships into
different categories.
b. Section XXX — Terms and Conditions — Definitions, Extraordinary Events.
b) For both LLCs,
a. Sections V through IX which update the rates for each of Dooley’s rate
schedules.
b. Section IX which updated the winter construction charges for the Large
Agricultural Drying Sales Service rate schedule.
c. Section XXX —Terms and Conditions - Fees and Charges, Other Fees and
Charges, Billing, Service, Disconnections and Reconnections, and
Billing.*>

The Department reviewed the language in each of the sections listed above as part of its review and concluded
that Dooley’s updated tariffs comply with the Commission’s current requirements. Thus, the Department
recommends Commission approval of Dooley’s Natural Gas | LLC and Dooley’s Natural Gas Il LLC’s proposed
tariffs.

2 In the Matter of a Petition by Dooley’s Natural Gas | for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Dooley’s Natural Gas,
April 30, 2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20254-218362-01 (hereinafter “Dooley’s | 2024 ACF”). This document
was also filed in the original docket, Docket No. G6915/M-13-672.

3 In the Matter of a Petition by Dooley’s Natural Gas Il for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Dooley’s Natural Gas,
April 30, 2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20254-218363-01 (hereinafter “Dooley’s |1 2024 ACF”). This document
was also filed in the original docket, Docket No. G6915/M-16-756.

4 Dooley’s | 2024 ACF, Attachment C.

5 Dooley’s Il 2024 ACF, Attachment C.


https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B60A08796-0000-C319-8B2A-33087D414318%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=11
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B70A08796-0000-CB12-B760-0FCE54FFDF7F%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=12

Sasha Bergman

June 29, 2026

Docket No. G999/PR-25-15
Page 3

2. Lakes Community Co-op

Lakes Community Co-op noted in its annual compliance filing (ACF) that it had not initiated or completed any
changes to its rate book in 2024.% Hence, no discussion on this topic is warranted and the Department
recommends Commission approval of Lakes Community Co-op’s tariff.

3. Lake Region Energy Services

Lake Region Energy Services noted in its 2024 annual compliance filing that it had not initiated or completed any
changes to its rate book in 2024.” Thus, no discussion on this topic is warranted and the Department
recommends Commission approval of Lake Region Energy Service’s tariff.

4. Northwest Utilities (Northwest)

Northwest noted in its 2024 ACF that it had not initiated or completed any changes to its rate book in 2024.2 In
response to information request 6 Northwest noted that it had updated its subsidiaries tariffs to incorporate its
policies related to budget billing plans, payment arrangements and under-charge repayment. Northwest also
noted this change was consistent with Minn. Stat. § 216B.098.° The Department appreciates Northwest’s efforts
in this regard and concludes its subsidiaries’ tariffs are in compliance with the Commission’s requirements.
Hence, the Department recommends Commission approval of Northwest Utilities subsidiaries’ tariffs.

5. Paul Bunyan Natural Gas LLC (Paul Bunyan)

Paul Bunyan noted in the Company’s 2024 ACF that it had not initiated or completed any changes to its rate
book in 2024.%° In response to information request 5 Paul Bunyan noted that it had updated its tariff to
incorporate its policies related to budget billing plans, payment arrangements and under-charge repayment.
Paul Bunyan also noted this change was consistent with Minn. Stat. § 216B.098.! The Department also
appreciates Paul Bunyan'’s efforts in this regard and concludes its tariff is in compliance with the Commission’s
requirements. Thus, the Department recommends Commission approval of Paul Bunyan’s tariff.

6 In the Matter of a Petition by Lakes Community Co-op for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Lakes Community Co-
op, May 5, 2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20255-218582-02.

7 In the Matter of a Petition by Lake Region Energy Services for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Lake Region Energy
Services, April 29, 2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20254-218297-01.

8 In the Matter of a Petition by the Northwest Utilities: (Northwest Natural Gas LLC, Northwest Natural Gas of Murray
County LLC, Gorman'’s Inc. for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Northwest Utilities, May 1, 2025, Docket No.
G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20255-218465-01.

9 See Department Comments Attachment 4 .

10 1n the Matter of a Petition by Paul Bunyan Natural Gas for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Paul Bunyan Natural
Gas, February 24, 2026, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20262-228556-01.

11 See Department Comments Attachment 5.



https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B0078A196-0000-CC19-8038-797A660342DA%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=8
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7BA03E8396-0000-C616-8D8C-79FB7D34BF84%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=13
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7BF01B8D96-0000-CB16-84AA-F5D2E699248E%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=10
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6. United Natural Gas LLC (United)
United noted in its 2024 annual compliance filing that it had not initiated or completed any changes to its rate
book in 2024.%? Hence, no discussion on this topic is warranted and the Department recommends Commission
approval of United Natural Gas’ tariff.
This concludes the Department’s review of the tariff provisions included in the different ESGU’s 2024 ACFs.
The Department also notes that it apologizes for this oversight, continues to recommend approval of each of

seven ESGU’s 2024 ACFs and is available to answer any questions the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission may
have.

Sincerely,

/s/ Dr. SYDNIE LIEB
Assistant Commissioner of Regulatory Analysis

JK/ad

12 |n the Matter of a Petition by United Natural Gas for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, United Natural Gas, May 1,
2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20255-218450-01.



https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B80B88D96-0000-C917-B082-D9D5C8B28A01%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=9
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with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Department of Commerce
Letter

Docket No. G999/PR-25-15
Dated 30" day of June 2026

/s/Nicole Westling
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June 30, 2026





Sasha Bergman
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147  





RE:	Minnesota Department of Commerce – Additional Information/Recommendation

	Docket No. G999/PR-25-15





Dear Ms. Bergman,



On April 15, 2026, the Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) filed comments in the following matter:



In the Matter of a Petition by Lakes Community Co-op for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption

In the Matter of a Petition by United Natural Gas for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption

[bookmark: _Hlk233356022]In the Matter of a Petition by Lake Region Energy Services for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption

[bookmark: _Hlk233354957]In the Matter of a Petition by Dooley’s Natural Gas I for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption

In the Matter of a Petition by Dooley’s Natural Gas II for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption

In the Matter of a Petition by Paul Bunyan Natural Gas for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption

[bookmark: _Hlk233356836]In the Matter of a Petition by the Northwest Utilities: (Northwest Natural Gas LLC, Northwest Natural Gas of Murray County LLC, Gorman’s Inc. for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption



The Department’s comments were filed in response to a Notice of Comment issued by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) on March 2, 2026.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  In the Matter of a Petition by Dooley’s Natural Gas I for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Minnesota Department of Commerce, April 15, 2026, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20264-230462-01 (hereinafter “Department Comments”).] 




Commission staff’s review of those comments noted that the Department hadn’t included a company-specific review of the different Exempt Small Gas Utilities (ESGUs) compliance efforts regarding changes to their respective tariffs.  



The Department apologizes for this oversight, and this letter serves as the Department’s response/analysis to the compliance-related issue identified. This review addresses the ESGU’s compliance efforts regarding maintaining a current tariff in the same order as the Department used in its April 15, 2026, comments.



1. Dooley’s Natural Gas I LLC and Dooley’s Natural Gas II LLC



Dooley’s I and II completed rate/tariff reviews in 2024, which triggered this compliance-related requirement.

Those reviews resulted in an increase in the Delivery or volumetric component of base rates for all customer classes. Both Dooley’s I and II appear to have identical rate design and rates so the increases occurred for both entities.[footnoteRef:3],[footnoteRef:4] [3:  In the Matter of a Petition by Dooley’s Natural Gas I for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Dooley’s Natural Gas, April 30, 2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20254-218362-01 (hereinafter “Dooley’s I 2024 ACF”). This document was also filed in the original docket, Docket No. G6915/M-13-672.]  [4:  In the Matter of a Petition by Dooley’s Natural Gas II for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Dooley’s Natural Gas, April 30, 2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20254-218363-01 (hereinafter “Dooley’s II 2024 ACF”). This document was also filed in the original docket, Docket No. G6915/M-16-756.] 




Dooley’s I and II’s filings included tariff updates in both red-lined and clean formats in Attachment C of their respective filings.  They included the following sections of the tariffs: 



a) For Dooley’s Natural Gas I LLC only, 

a. Section II Service Area which separated Cities and Townships into different categories.

b. Section XXX – Terms and Conditions – Definitions, Extraordinary Events.

b) For both LLCs, 

a. Sections V through IX which update the rates for each of Dooley’s rate schedules.

b. Section IX which updated the winter construction charges for the Large Agricultural Drying Sales Service rate schedule.

c. Section XXX – Terms and Conditions - Fees and Charges, Other Fees and Charges, Billing, Service, Disconnections and Reconnections, and Billing.[footnoteRef:5],[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  Dooley’s I 2024 ACF, Attachment C.]  [6:  Dooley’s II 2024 ACF, Attachment C.] 




The Department reviewed the language in each of the sections listed above as part of its review and concluded that Dooley’s updated tariffs comply with the Commission’s current requirements. Thus, the Department recommends Commission approval of Dooley’s Natural Gas I LLC and Dooley’s Natural Gas II LLC’s proposed tariffs. 







2. Lakes Community Co-op



[bookmark: _Hlk233353076][bookmark: _Hlk233354727]Lakes Community Co-op noted in its annual compliance filing (ACF) that it had not initiated or completed any changes to its rate book in 2024.[footnoteRef:7] Hence, no discussion on this topic is warranted and the Department recommends Commission approval of Lakes Community Co-op’s tariff. [7:  In the Matter of a Petition by Lakes Community Co-op for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Lakes Community Co-op, May 5, 2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20255-218582-02.] 




3. Lake Region Energy Services



[bookmark: _Hlk233358476]Lake Region Energy Services noted in its 2024 annual compliance filing that it had not initiated or completed any changes to its rate book in 2024.[footnoteRef:8] Thus, no discussion on this topic is warranted and the Department recommends Commission approval of Lake Region Energy Service’s tariff. [8:  In the Matter of a Petition by Lake Region Energy Services for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Lake Region Energy Services, April 29, 2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20254-218297-01. ] 




4. Northwest Utilities (Northwest)



[bookmark: _Hlk233687117]Northwest noted in its 2024 ACF that it had not initiated or completed any changes to its rate book in 2024.[footnoteRef:9] In response to information request 6 Northwest noted that it had updated its subsidiaries tariffs to incorporate its policies related to budget billing plans, payment arrangements and under-charge repayment. Northwest also noted this change was consistent with Minn. Stat. § 216B.098.[footnoteRef:10] The Department appreciates Northwest’s efforts in this regard and concludes its subsidiaries’ tariffs are in compliance with the Commission’s requirements. Hence, the Department recommends Commission approval of Northwest Utilities subsidiaries’ tariffs. [9:  In the Matter of a Petition by the Northwest Utilities: (Northwest Natural Gas LLC, Northwest Natural Gas of Murray County LLC, Gorman’s Inc. for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Northwest Utilities, May 1, 2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20255-218465-01.]  [10:  See Department Comments Attachment 4 .] 




5. Paul Bunyan Natural Gas LLC (Paul Bunyan)



Paul Bunyan noted in the Company’s 2024 ACF that it had not initiated or completed any changes to its rate book in 2024.[footnoteRef:11] In response to information request 5 Paul Bunyan noted that it had updated its tariff to incorporate its policies related to budget billing plans, payment arrangements and under-charge repayment. Paul Bunyan also noted this change was consistent with Minn. Stat. § 216B.098.[footnoteRef:12] The Department also appreciates Paul Bunyan’s efforts in this regard and concludes its tariff is in compliance with the Commission’s requirements. Thus, the Department recommends Commission approval of Paul Bunyan’s tariff. [11:  In the Matter of a Petition by Paul Bunyan Natural Gas for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, Paul Bunyan Natural Gas, February 24, 2026, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20262-228556-01.]  [12:  See Department Comments Attachment 5.] 










6. United Natural Gas LLC (United)



United  noted in its 2024 annual compliance filing that it had not initiated or completed any changes to its rate book in 2024.[footnoteRef:13] Hence, no discussion on this topic is warranted and the Department recommends Commission approval of United Natural Gas’ tariff. [13:  In the Matter of a Petition by United Natural Gas for a Small Gas Utility Franchise Exemption, United Natural Gas, May 1, 2025, Docket No. G999/PR-15, (eDockets) 20255-218450-01.] 




This concludes the Department’s review of the tariff provisions included in the different ESGU’s 2024 ACFs.



The Department also notes that it apologizes for this oversight, continues to recommend approval of each of seven ESGU’s 2024 ACFs and is available to answer any questions the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission may have.





Sincerely,







/s/ Dr. SYDNIE LIEB  

Assistant Commissioner of Regulatory Analysis 



JK/ad
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