Oral Public Meeting Comments Received on the
Scope of the Environmental Assessment for the
Solway Solar Project
Docket Nos. GS-24-309

Public Meetings

1. December 18, 2024 — Virtual, On-Line Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
e No oral comments.

2. December 19, 2024 - Solway, Minnesota, 6:00 p.m.
e Three individuals asking questions.
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SCOPI NG AND | NFORVATI ONAL MEETI NG - 24- 309
Webex - Decenber 18, 2024 - 6:00 p.m
BEFORE THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON
AND DEPARTMENT OF COMVERCE

In the Matter of the Application of OQter Tail Power
Conpany for a Site Permt for the up to 66 MV Sol way

Solar Project in Beltram County, M nnesota

MPUC DOCKET NO E-017/GS-24-309

Meeting held renotely via:

Webex and Tel ephone

Decenber 18, 2024

COURT REPORTER: Christine Sinons, RVR RPR
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MR. TREVOR CULBERTSON. Hello. M nane
is Trevor Cul bertson. |I'man energy facilities
pl anner with the M nnesota Public Uilities
Comm ssion. Thank you for attendi ng today's
di scussion and taking tinme out of your evening.
This is an inmportant part of the permtting process,
and we appreciate and value all of your input.

This is the public informati on and
envi ronnental assessnent scoping neeting on Qter
Tail Power Conpany's solar -- excuse nme, Solway
Sol ar project. Today is Decenber 18th, and we are
meeting virtually via Wbex.

The neeting agenda wll include a brief
summary of the State's siting permtting process,
foll owed by a description of the project, and,
| astly, a summary of the environnental review
requi rements by the M nnesota Departnent of
Commerce. After the presentation, there will be an
opportunity for any questions and conments, and
there's a court reporter who will transcribe those
comments for the docket record.

So the proposed project by Sol way Sol ar
is a solar energy facility with an up to 66-negawatt
alternating current capacity in Lammers Township in

Beltram County, M nnesota. The proposed project
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woul d consi st of roughly 100, 000 sol ar panel s

| ocated on approximately 267 acres within a 487-acre
site. It would also require an additi onal
transfornmer and | ess than 500 feet of overhead
transm ssion |ine.

This is just an overview of the
government units involved in the permtting process.
The Public Uilities Comm ssion is the unit that
revi ews applications and issues site and route
permts in Mnnesota. The Departnent of Commerce
manages the environnmental review process for the
Comm ssion, and, in this case, prepares an
envi ronnent al assessnent.

And then later on in the process, there
will be an Administrative Law Judge fromthe Ofice
of Adm nistrative Hearings who will facilitate a
public hearing, and provide a report to the
Comm ssion setting forth findings, conclusions, and
recomendat i ons.

"Il go over this briefly, but this is
just an overview of the PUC s role. There's five
Comm ssi oners who are appoi nted by the Governor and
are confirmed by the Senate. W regulate
electricity, natural gas, and tel ephone services.

Qur mssion is to ensure safe, adequate, and
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efficient utility services at fair and reasonabl e
rates. And we provide an independent, professional
oversi ght and regulation of utility service
providers that is a nanner consistent with the
public interest.

So this is just a high-1evel overview of
the project requirenents for a permt. Before it
can be constructed, the PUC nust issue a site permt
because it is |larger than 500 negawatts. The
associ ated transmssion line is less than 1,500 feet
in length, so a route permt is not required. And,
al so, solar projects of this size are exenpt from
needing a certificate of need due to a recent
| egi sl ati on that was passed in the state.

So the consi derations needed in the
permt are as follows, according to M nnesota
regul ati ons: The potential human and environnent al
i npacts of the project need to be consi dered.
There's a list there, including things such as
noi se, aesthetics, public health; |and use
conflicts; any cultural and historic resources; air
and water quality; plants and wildlife. And any
measures that will need to be considered, are there
any suitable ways of mnimzing, mtigating, or

avoiding the identified i npacts above? And Logan
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wth Commerce will go into that in nore detail.

And, now, | will hand it off to Preston
wth Gter Tail Power.

MR. PRESTON RI EWER: Thanks, Trevor.

Yeah. So Preston Riewer with Gter Tail
Power. 1'll be the project manager for the Sol way
Sol ar project.

You can go to the next slide.

So just a little background of Oter Tail
Power Conpany, we serve custoners across M nnesota
and North Dakota and South Dakota. |It's about
133, 000 custoners that we serve across those three
states in 422 different communities.

Just sone facts there: The average
popul ati on size of our comunities is about 400
peopl e, so very rural-in-nature conmunities. And,
agai n, just that we have about 6,348 niles of
transm ssion line, 8,413 mles of distribution
i nes, and several generation facilities spread
across those three states.

Just an overview of our energy generation
m X, you can see back in 2005, we had about
86 percent of our generation m x cane from coal .
Now i n 2023, that's dropped bel ow 50 percent. CQur

renewabl es now in 2023 are right around 35 percent,
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and | know our target for 2030 is to have renewabl es
around the 50 to 60 percent nark. And then you can
see out in 2050 there, renewabl es make up about
80 percent of our generation m Xx.

Just a little background on the project
itself: So we currently own and operate an
approxi mately 48-negawatt conbustion turbine north
of Solway, M nnesota, and the solar project itself
w |l be | ocated adjacent to this conbusti on turbine.

One thing that's really beneficial about
this project is the interconnection queue wthin our
grid operator, M SO, can be problematic for projects
to cone online, and this hel ps both in a cost
effective and tinely nmanner by utilizing this
exi sting interconnection. It's also -- it's |and
that Oter Tail already owns. So, ultinmtely,
Sol way Sol ar is just an excellent opportunity to
provi de a | ow cost, carbon-free resource for our
M nnesot a custoners.

To the need aspect of it, Oter Tail
Power submitted an integrated resource plan to our
M nnesota Conm ssion, and per the July 22nd, 2024,
Comm ssion order, Oter Tail nust pursue no |ess
than 200 negawatts and up to 300 negawatts of sol ar

resources, Wwth a comerci al operation date of
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Novenber 1, 2027, or as soon as practicable
thereafter. And, again, just to that need aspect,
Sol way Sol ar provides a | ow cost surplus

i nt erconnecti on opportunity through M SO, and,
again, it adheres to this tineline.

So, again, alittle nore into the project
itself, Trevor nentioned it's a proposed up to
66- negawatt sol ar generation facility. It's
approxi mately 100, 000 sol ar panels, and it's
estimated to generate enough electricity to power
about 9, 000 hones annually.

As you can see there on the map, just
north of the town of Solway and adjacent to |and --
the land that currently occupies the conbustion
turbine, and then the Iand for the solar site is
adj acent to it.

So this -- the project itself, the
| ocation, it offers an opportunity to add sol ar
generation to neet the carbon-free standard here in
M nnesota, while using an existing transmn ssion
i nterconnection to hel p keep costs as | ow as
possi bl e for our custoners.

We expect it to have several benefits.
W list a few here, increased electric reliability

and resilience. There are no fuel costs wth a
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solar facility resulting in fuel clause savings for
those M nnesota custoners. It provides access to

| ow- cost renewabl e energy, and it hel ps of fset other
hi gh- cost generation during peak energy use peri ods.

These are sonme of the econom c benefits,
you know, sone of the direct econom c benefits for
both Beltram County and Lamrers Township. So in
the blue there, you can see the $4.2 nmillion
estimated to be generated in production tax over the
life of the facility. That $4.2 mllion, again,
over the life of the facility. 80 percent of the
tax revenue wll go to Beltram County and
20 percent of tax revenue will go to Lanmers
Township. At the sane time, another benefit for the
| ocal comrmunity during construction, approxi mately
70 jobs is expected to be created during peak
constructi on.

This slide here just | ooks at a
prelimnary design as part of our site permt
application. The first piece there, it's a
single-axis tracking systemin north-south
orientation. So, essentially, the panels will be
nmounted on top of a steel tracking systemthat wll
allow the panels to follow the sun fromeast to west

t hroughout the day. And this just hel ps these,
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basically, capture as nuch efficiency fromthe sun
as possi bl e.

Ri ght now the estimate is 15 inverters.
These inverters are a key conponent of the -- taking
t he sol ar energy and converting it into energy
that's useable by the grid. The panel | ayout
currently avoids inpacts to any wetlands. And then,
again, the project interconnects with an existing
transm ssion line there at the conbustion turbine.

Just a brief overview for a tineline
here, so right now we -- well, not right now, I
guess we're past this alittle bit. W're kind of
in the process of the interconnection application
wth our grid operator, M SO W have now -- we are
al so, of course, in the process of state permtting,
whi ch we expect to conclude sone tinme right around
the fourth quarter of 2025. Wth construction then
occurring in the -- essentially the construction
season of 2026. W then hope to have an operati onal
solar facility at the end of 2026.

That is it for ny presentation. | can
take any questions, if there are any.

MR, TREVOR CULBERTSON: Yeah. 1'Il1l hand
it off to Logan, and then we'll do any questions

after that.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

11

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: Awesone. Yeah. Thank
you, Preston.

Thank you, Trevor.

So | want to say, first and forenost,

t hank you for attending today. You know, the nore
peopl e that attend here and the nore people that
show up, it nmakes ny job easier, and I'll actually
go into nore of why that is so in a bit.

But as you can see there, ny nane is
Logan Hicks. | work with the Departnent of
Commerce. |I'mthe environnental review manager.

Next slide, please.

So, | guess, the big question that |I'm
going to answer today is what the Departnent of
Commerce is doing here. In ny unit, we do the
Energy Environmental Review and Analysis, so I'm
going to cover what we do. |'mgoing to cover the
envi ronnental review process that we undertake at
t he Departnent of Conmmerce.

Then, I'"'mgoing to talk a little bit
about how to comment today, and then |I'm going to
| et you guys answer any questions, give ne any
coments you have, and I'll tal k about how we can do
t hat .

Next slide, please.
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All right. So the Departnent of
Commerce, the Energy Environnental Review and
Anal ysis team-- ny unit -- it is our job to prepare
what is called an environnental assessnent for the
Public Utilities Comm ssion.

So in this environnental assessnent, it
is a-- it's a, you know, docunent that just goes
over all of the different potential human and
environnental inpacts that could be caused by
this -- by this project being undertaken. So the
idea is to put these -- put these inpacts out, and
to describe how things could be mtigated, avoi ded,
or m nim zed.

Now, the intent of this docunent is to be
a conpletely third-party, neutral review It's not
to advocate or condone or, you know, anything like
that, in -- either for or against the project. It
IS nore so to just be as neutral as possible, and it
is to create an i nformed deci si on- maki ng docunent
for the Public Utilities Comm ssion to nake the best
choi ce possi bl e.

Next slide, please.

So the point of these neetings that we
have are for the public to have i nput on what we

review in the environnmental assessnent. So there's
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a, sort of, table of contents, if you wll, that the

envi ronnental assessnent woul d cover, and sone of
those things are |ike human/environnmental inpacts;
strategies to help mnimze or mtigate those
i npacts; different alternatives that could be used
to, you know, help elimnate any inpacts; to go over
certain permt-specific conditions, things that are
unique to this project; and, you know, the uni que
characteristics for the area that the project is
under .

There's just a quick tinmeline of, you
know, where we're at. So as of right now, we're in

the public info and scoping neetings. After these

are concluded, | wll -- we'll have a scoping
deci sion for what the EA will entail, and then the
EA will be, you know, issued.

And then there will be a public coment

period with an Adm nistrative Law Judge fromthe
Ofice of Adm nistrative Hearings where the public
can say, hey, you did good at talking about this,
but you didn't do so great about tal king about this.
W'd like to put that in the record. And it just

ki nd of gives the public nore of an opportunity to
make their voice heard and -- you know, for the

findings and all the things that were presented in
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t he environnental assessnent.

Then, there will be a final round of
findings and responses to all these comments, and
then it will be tinme for the decision to be nade by
the PUC sonetine around August of 2025. Maybe a
little later, maybe a little earlier dependi ng on
how t hi ngs go.

Next sli de.

So the big thing we're tal ki ng about

today is how to comment. So today you can have
verbal comments at today's neeting. It will be --
it wll be presented, and you guys can -- it wll be

on the record, and you can have it for you guys --
you can have it -- it will be on the record, and
your nane will be attached to it. So nake sure if
you would like to talk, you are aware of that.

So there's other ways you can al so
coment. You can also fill out a comment online.
There's a link there. OCh, we lost it, but there was
alink there. |If you follow that |ink, you can
actually go to a comment there.

This is an open public period -- open
comrent period, and it is open until January 8th.
It's -- try to get it in the end of the day of

January 8th. |If it conmes in alittle late, that's
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fine, but, you know, | would prefer anything before
January 8th woul d be nopst desirable.

O you could also nail, fax, or e-nai
anyt hing you want to that nunber and that e-mai
address that you see there. You know, we try to
make it as open for people as possible. So, you
know, nultiple ways that you can get your comments
in about this particular facility being built.

Next slide, please.

Some comrenting etiquette: You can have
one speaker at a tinme, please. State and spell your
nane for the court reporter so they can nake sure
that's witten in the record clearly. Limt your
comments to just a few m nutes, and nost of all,
really respect -- maintain respect for others. No
nane calling, no belittling people, do not attack
any people indirect -- or directly.

All right. Wth that, is there anybody
who woul d Iike to comment, any questions?

| am actually not seeing anyone. W had
an attendee, and they are no longer in here.

MR. TREVOR CULBERTSON: The one call-in
person?

MR. PRESTON RI EVER: Ch, yeah. The one

call-in, Paul Vukonich was able to join fromQter
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Tai | Power.

MR. TREVOR CULBERTSON: Ckay. That's
what | figured, just doubl e checki ng.

MS. CHRI STY BRUSVEN. And, Trevor, there
was briefly one attendee, | think, that was on at
| east for the bulk of the presentation, and then
junped off when we were in the mddle of Logan's
present ati on.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Yeah, that's correct.
| saw them get on, and then they | eft about halfway
t hrough ny presentation. They were able to -- they
were in during Preston's presentati on though, so...

MR. TREVOR CULBERTSON: Well, if there is
no one else on then right now, we are probably okay
to adj ourn then

Is that okay with everybody, or do we
have any t houghts?

MR. LOGAN HICKS: |'mokay wth that.

MS. CHRI STY BRUSVEN: That makes sense to
nme, too.

MR, PRESTON Rl EVER:  Yeah, sounds good.

(End of public coment.)
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TREVOR CULBERTSON: Hey, everybody.
Thanks for com ng out.

Can you hear ne all right?

My nane is Trevor Culbertson. |'m an
energy facilities planner with the Public Utilities
Comm ssion. Thanks for attendi ng today and taking
time out of your evening.

This is an inportant part of the
permtting process, and we appreci ate and val ue all
of your input. And this is -- just for the record,
this is the public informati on and environnent al
assessnent scoping neeting on Oter Tail Power
Conpany's Sol way Sol ar Proj ect.

Today i s Decenber 19th, and we're having
our neeting in Solway, M nnesota.

So, this is just kind of the agenda

today. We'll kind of do an introduction of the
revi ew process by ne, and then we'll tal k about the
proposed project and then we will have Logan Hi cks,

who is with the Departnment of Conmerce. And he
couldn't nmake it today, but | have himon the phone
ri ght here. Hopefully, you'll be able to hear him
"1l put it on the mc. And he'll talk about the
envi ronnental review process, and then there will be

time for cooments and questions from you guys.
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Like | said, our people at the table
will talk about this nore, but Solway Solar is a
new sol ar energy convergent facility with up to
66 negawatts alternating current capacity in
Lanmmers Township in Beltram County, M nnesota. It
woul d consi st of, roughly, 100, 000 sol ar panels
| ocated on approximately 267 acres within a 487-acre
site. It would also require an additiona
transforner and | ess than 500 feet of overhead
transm ssion |ine.

So, the Public Utilities Comm ssion is
t he governnment unit that reviews applications for
energy projects and issues site and route permts
t hr oughout the industry. The Departnent of Conmerce
manages the environnental review process for the
Conmmi ssion, and in this case, will prepare an
envi ronnental assessnent. And then later on in the
process, we wWll have an adm nistrative |aw judge,
who will facilitate a public hearing. And it wll
be simlar to this, only the judge will be there.
And they will create a report fromcoments in the
record and comrents fromthe hearing and provide
that report to the Comm ssion that will help them
deci de on their deci sion.

I will keep this brief. But in case you
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don't know about the Public Uilities Comm ssi on,
there are five conmm ssioners that are appoi nted by
t he governor to regulate electricity, natural gas
and tel ephone services. Qur mssion is to ensure
that there is safe, adequate and efficient utility
services at fair and reasonable rates. W also
provi de an i ndependent, professional oversight and
regulation of utility service providers that is
consistent with the public interest.

So, the project requirenents for a permt
in this case, is because it's |larger than 50
nmegawatts, they need a site permt. Because the
associ ated transm ssion line is less than 1500 feet
in length, they do not need a permt for the
transm ssion line. So, a route permt is not
required. And al so, solar projects of this size are
exenpt from needing a certificate of need, due to
recent |egislation that was passed in the senate,
and the applicant does not need to provide a
certificate of need in this case.

So, Logan will talk about this nore. But
t hese are sonme of the M nnesota regul ati ons that
need to be considered. So, Logan Hi cks can talk
about this nore. But here are just sone of the

things to consider are the noise, public health and
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safety, |land use conflicts, aesthetics, cultural and
hi storic resources, air and water quality and pl ants
and wildlife, and to |l ook at ways to m nim ze,
mtigate or avoid inpacts on those sort of
consi derati ons.

Now I will hand it off to Qter Tail
Power, Preston.

PRESTON RIEWER: |'m going to stand up
over here, so | don't have to turn ny head so nuch.

|"'mPreston Rewer, with Gter Tai
Power. |'m project nmanager for the Solway Sol ar
site.

So, just a little bit about Oter Tail
Power Conpany. W serve over 133, 000 custoners
across three states: M nnesota, North Dakota and
Sout h Dakota. The average size of our 422
communi ties that we do serve, is about 400 peopl e.
So, there, you have rural investor-owned utilities.
There are a few nunbers there. | don't expect
everyone to renenber the mles of transm ssion |lines
or distribution lines. But on the map there, you
can see several generation facilities that we have
across our service territory.

This is a | ook back, as well as | ooking

forward at our energy generation m X.
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Back in 2005, you can see, we were about
86% coal, and fairly m nimal everywhere else. Since
t hen, we've noved nore into a nore of an
all -of -t he-above energy approach. And we'll
continue to have that approach throughout. But
ultimately, 2050 is when we reach nore of an 80%
renewabl e energy generati on m X.

So, just a little bit of background. So,
we currently own and operate the conbustion turbine
that's sitting on the site there. 1It's
approxi nately about 48 negawatts, just north of
Sol way, M nnesota. One piece wth this, of course,
because we own al ready the conbustion turbine that
is north of Solway, the interconnection can
soneti nes be problematic. So, with the
I nterconnection already sitting there, we can bring
online the solar facility in a cost-effective and
tinmnely manner. And we al so, of course, have the
| and owned by Oter Tail Power. So, again, this
provides a really good opportunity for a | ow cost,
carbon-free resource for our M nnesota custoners.

And ki nd of further on why we're doing
the project. So, we filed an integrated resource
plan with our M nnesota Conm ssion. And fromthat

resource plan, our M nnesota Conm ssion, on
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July 22nd this past year -- or this year, | guess,
this summer, the Comm ssion ordered Oter Tail Power
to pursue no | ess than 200 megawatts, and up to

300 negawatts of solar. And they want us to bring

t hose online by Novenber 1st, 2027, or as soon as
practi cable, essentially. And this, again, provides
a | ow cost surplus interconnection opportunity

t hrough M SO, which is our original grid operator,

t hat adheres to this tineline.

The project, itself, as Trevor nentioned,
it's an up to 66 nmegawatts sol ar generation
facility. There wll be about a hundred thousand
sol ar panels spread across that 267-acre footprint.
And it, roughly, generates enough electricity to
power about 9,000 honmes in a year, which is just
kind of a reference point there.

And again, you can see on the map there,
the transm ssion line that runs al ong the southern
border right near the conbustion turbine that
already sits there; and of course, the solar
facility will be on the Iand we own on the north
si de.

Alittle bit further on this. W, again,
selected this | ocation because it offers us a really

good opportunity to neet M nnesota's carbon-free
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standard, while using that existing interconnection,
whi ch could be a | arge cost for custonmers. So, this
hel ps keep costs as | ow as possi bl e and provi des
access to the | owcost, renewabl e energy, especially
ri ght al ongsi de that conbustion turbine for that
increased reliability and resilience.

There is no fuel cost, of course, once
the plan is in place. And because the general
nature of solar facilities, it does help offset
hi gh-cost generalization during peak energy use
times.

Alittle bit on the econom c benefits.
Duri ng construction we expect about 70 jobs to be
created during the peak of that construction. There
will be an estimated 4.2 mllion dollars over the
life of the facility that's generated via the
production tax. This production tax goes directly
to the local communities; 80% of the tax revenue
Wil go to Beltram County and 20% of that tax
revenue will go to Lammers Townshi p.

Again, a little bit nmore in-depth | ook at
the prelimnary design of the project. W'l
utilize the single-axis tracking system
Essentially, what this neans is it will track the

sun as it rises and sets from east to west. Thi s
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just maxi m zes the anount of power that we can
generate wth these hundred thousand panel s.

There will be, roughly, fifteen
inverters. These inverters essentially takes the DC
energy that's created fromthe sol ar panels and
converts it into usable energy for the grid.

And t he panel |ayout, as you can see on
the map here, there are sone wetlands in the western
and northwestern portion of the property that we
own. But we are avoiding those wetlands. And
again, as | nmentioned, it utilizes that existing
transm ssion |ine.

The tineline here, the interconnection
application, so that's with MSO, we still need to
tell them essentially, what we're doing. So, that
occurred this past sumer. W don't expect nmuch to
cone fromthat, other than just kind of giving us
t he go-ahead there fromour grid operator. And of
course, we're in the State permtting process right
now, which started back in Cctober. And we expect
to have conpl ete by Cctober of '25, if not, a few
nmont hs sooner. Wth that, of course, the
construction being in the, you know, what we call
the "constructi on season,” kind of the April through

Cct ober of 2026. Again, then hoping for an
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operational date at the end of 2026.

So, yeah. That's it for ny presentation.
And then, hopefully, we can get Logan on the phone.

LOGAN HI CKS: Hi, everybody.

My nane is Logan Hicks. | want to
apol ogi ze for not being able to be there in person.
And thank you for spending tine with me while we
wor k t hrough sonme i ssues.

(O f the record di scussion)

LOGAN HI CKS: Sorry about the technical
i ssues, but I'mwanting to thank everybody, al so,
for just com ng out today and being inforned, you
know, citizens of the public. And it's really good,
because it actually helps with ny job, which is
sonething I'll explain a little bit nore.

So, on the first slide here, ny nane is
Logan Hicks. | work with the Departnent of
Commerce. |'mthe Energy Environnmental Review and
Anal ysis Unit.

As we go to the next page you can see
what the Energy Environnental Review and Anal ysis
Uni t does.

Il will talk alittle bit about what the
environnental reviewis and what it entails. Then

we'll go over how to comment, because at the end of
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this, we will have a chance to ask any questions or
deli ver any conmments verbally.

So, the next slide here. So, | guess, as
| said before, at the Departnent of Commerce, we
stand alone fromthe Public Uilities Comm ssion.

W work with themin the way that inter-agency
offices often do, in that we support each ot her when
we can.

This is a third-party agency doi ng
environnental review for the Public Utilities
Comm ssion. So, we will prepare what's called an
"Envi ronnental Assessnent."” It's a docunent that
covers several different factors, in terns of the
envi ronnental things, such as the potential human or
environnental inpacts. The docunent wi |l disclose
different ways to avoid, mnimze or ntigate those
i mpacts. And | would like to record this docunent
I's not a decisionnaki ng docunent. This docunent is
designed to present to the Public Uilities
Comm ssion to they have all of the best know edge
avai |l able to make an i nforned deci si on and whet her,
you know, they go forward with the permt and what,
you know, should the permt conditions entail.

So, the next slide here. The reason we

ask people to cone today and al ways, you know, want
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people to say involved is because actually, you guys
hel p ne deci de what the environnental assessnent

wll entail. Like |l said, it needs to be an

I nf ormed deci si on based on docunents. And there are
standards of things that we do review However,
every site is unique; no two projects are the sane.
And who knows the area better about the area where
it's being built than the folks that live there.

So, the folks, |like you guys, you're on the ground,
you see this stuff every day. And we can only do so
much, you know, on our side. So, that's why we get
the public involved. And you guys can nake conmments
about, "Hey. There's a river here," or, "There's a
creek that flows through here that isn't on the

map, " could you pl ease make sure that it's narked,
and we'll definitely cover that. W wll | ook at

it, and we will make sure that it gets put inside

t he environnental assessnent, and we wll add a sort
of specific permt condition that nay be required to
hel p cover that, or |I should say, to suggest it.

The Public UWilities Comm ssion will be the ones to
decide that in the end. But it's a way for you
folks to tell us exactly what you would |like to see

in this environnental review docunent.

So, the next slide here is nore
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timelines. You've heard a little bit of the
tinmelines before. But as you can see, we're on the
Nunber 2 step, the public utility scopi ng neetings.

So, after the public comment period
closes, we will have, assumi ng there's a deci sion
i ssued, and we will create an EA. An EA will go out
into the public for your review. And then we w |
have public hearings, as Trevor said, wth an
adm ni strative |law judge. So, it will be a very
formal review. And you can say, "Hey. You guys did
great with that EA," or, "No. Go back and | ook at
this again."

And you can put your input into the
public record. This will help the judge create a
report and send it to the Public Uilities
Commi ssion, wWth recommendations; and then they wll
decide, ultimately, what goes into the permt or if
the permt should be issued at all.

So, the next slide here is just nore ways
you can comment about the project being built.

There are a couple of ways to do that --
nore than a couple of ways to do that. At the end
of the presentation today, as | said earlier, you'll
be able to give sone verbal comments. You can al so

conpl ete and submt a comment sheet. Trevor should
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have those on the front desk if you would like to
wite those. Leave those with himand he'll get

themto ne, or you can fold themup and put a stanp

on it and send it through the mail. They are
pre-addressed. | have ny address there. You can
wite your own letter. | have ny address there.
There's an on-line link, as well. You can do it,
you know, through there. | will take anything. You

just can't call ne and tell nme your issues; they
have to be on the record, either witten or verbally
t oday.

And you'll see at the bottom of the
slide, January 8th is the deadline for comments.

So, pl ease nmake sure you get all your comrents on
what you want to see in the environnental
assessnents, to ne, you know, before that deadli ne,
pl ease.

So, the next slide. [I'll talk alittle
bit about commenting etiquette. Wen it's tine for
people to actually conme up and speak, ask questions
or give comments, we ask that you do it one speaker
at atine. W ask that you state and spell your
nane for our court reporter, so it can be put in the
record. And then also, please |imt your conments

to, you know, just a few mnutes. W don't want you
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to go so long that you're taking up tinme from ot her
peopl e.

And speaki ng of other people, we ask that
you have respect for others, as well. No
nane-calling. Don't attack anybody, personally.
This is supposed to be an open forum but we don't
need anything hostile. Al so, nake sure you're
directi ng your questions or conments to the
envi ronnental assessnment. W' re trying to nmaintain
the paraneters of specifically this project; not
anything el se that's been previously brought up in
the area or anything |like that.

So, the next line is just sone topics for
comment. You know, if you would like to get your
brai n goi ng, you know, what are sone of the things
that we need to note to make an inportant deci sion.
You know, like, are there any sort of community
environnental inpacts, and if there are ways that we
could help mtigate any of those environnental
I mpacts.

So, with that, I will give it back to
Trevor so that he can start the comments and
question portion and help facilitate that.

I will stay on the line if anybody has

any questions for me. But in the neantine, Trevor,
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just take it away.

TREVOR CULBERTSON:. Thanks, Logan.

So, do we have another m c?

(Di scussion off the record.)

TREVOR CULBERTSON: We can just hand this
around. That's totally fine.

Now it's open for any comments or
questions that nmay be directed toward Logan or the
advocates. And if you do have any, just let ne know
and I will walk over with the m crophone.

You want to go ahead?

CARL BLEILER: Carl Bleiler. M | ast
name is spelled B-l1-e-i-l-e-r.

| have two questions about the project.
You say you already own 400 acres up there now, and
you'll only use 267 acres for the sol ar panels.

What are you doing with the other couple hundred
acres? How is that going to be managed?

PRESTON RIEWER: Do you want ne to take
the mc?

CARL BLEILER: The other thing | can
think of is, with a hundred thousand panel s out
t here, and not being real famliar with solar
energy, is there any anount of additional heat

generated around the site that we shoul d be
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concer ned about ?

PRESTON Rl EVEER: Il wll just work
backwar ds.

So, the answer to the second part of your
question is, is there additional heat?

No. Again, we have another facility near
Fergus Falls, a solar, a very simlar site size as
this one. And there is no additional heat to the
site that you are going to feel. Now, nmaybe if you
touch a panel, there may be some heat there. But
again, this will be a solely fenced-off site. So,
there's no individuals in the site. But in terns of
area heat, the answer is "No."

And the rest of the property,
essentially, the renmai ni ng hundred acres that you
had nentioned, that will just allow the natural
growth of the property. W wll continue, as we do
with all properties that we own, to make sure that
weeds are kept under control. But, essentially,
that remaining acreage will be allowed to go to a
nat ural state.

TREVOR CULBERTSON: Do you have any ot her
questi ons?

M KE ROOTES: M ke Rootes, R-o0-0-t-e-s.

My question is watershed. |In case of
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failures on these panels, | don't know what the

makeup of it is, but that water that cones off that

property will drain into the main source of the
river over there. | haven't seen anything on that;
t hat you have anything -- any place for that.

PAUL VUKONI CH: M ke, when you say, "The
body of water that it runs off to --

M KE ROOTES: | believe it's, |ike, the
t ownshi p, they have to keep that cl eaned out.

PAUL VUKONI CH: So, the runoff enters the
t ownshi p?

M KE ROOTES: That's correct. And, |
nmean, there's a lot of it in the spring.

PAUL VUKONI CH. As part of the project
design, we run through sone cal culations to
cal cul ate stormwater retention basins throughout
the area. And there's actually a permtting process
with the M nnesota Pol lution Control Agency to
obtain instructions for water runoff that wll cone
off the site. Throughout the area we will be able
to catch and take npbst of the stormwater runoff
that will conme off that site.

As far as the panels, if they crack, |
suppose it depends on how they fail. Silicone gl ass

that cracks, | don't knowif | have an answer to
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that. | don't know if we have any studi es on that
yet. But that's sonething that | can nake a note of
to find out.

PRESTON RREWER So, if it's a failure of
gl ass, they crack nore like, you know, if there was
a hailstormthey would crack |i ke a w ndshi el d.

It's not going to be |like a shattering of gl ass;
that's how they are built. And then the | eeching,
itself, interms of if they were to break and

| eech -- there has been a simlar project to the
south that had experience with the failure, and

t here have been no issues there. But that's been
t he case wth that.

M KE ROOTES: So, you're saying there's
not hi ng going to cone out of themif they fail?

PRESTON RIEVER: | wouldn't say there's
not hing that's going to cone out of them But
there's been no -- no issues with what does cone out
of them

TREVOR CULBERTSON: | normally nmention
this in ny presentation. But as part of the
process, it is not just the applicants, Commerce and
PCA invol ved, the Pollution Control Agency. It's
dependi ng on the project, for exanple, there's

concerns about the watershed, the rel evant agencies
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woul d make comments and then | believe this wll be
included in the permt.

And, Logan, | don't know if you heard
that, if you had anything el se you wanted to say on
t hat .

LOGAN HICKS: No. Oher than that is
definitely sonething that we can -- that's part of
our environnental review, is |ooking at any of the
potential inpacts on the site, itself, and any of
the properties. And | would say, generally, there
is with the stormwater, we have preventive pl ans,
and it depends on the factors. But it's a pretty
robust permt that would have to be cleared. So,
what we may consider in the environnental
assessnent is we have to have, you know, the need
for, you know, having the permts done and it's
considered. Now if there's any agency |ike the DNR
concerned with water bodies or watershed areas, then
absolutely we wll consider that with the
environnental assessnent, as well.

TREVOR CULBERTSON: Thanks, Logan.

And if there's concern like this, we
don't need the public necessarily to say sonethi ng
for the DNRto ook into it, but it would be

hel pful. But the other things we will look into it,
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as wel | .

TREVOR CULBERTSON: Anyone el se?

TARA ROOTES: Tara Rootes, R-o0-o0-t-e-s.

In the docunentation that you sent out to
us, you said that you would clean up any phases.

How nmany phases are there planning to be
after the big one?

PRESTON RIEWER: So, | think you're
referring to our good nei ghbor agreenments, which we
can talk offline nore about. But what | can talk
about is the phases.

We plan to just build this one phase of
solar in this area. There is no current plan -- and
that, again, is in our site permt. There' s no
current plans to build additional phases of the
sol ar .

TREVOR CULBERTSON: Any ot her questions
or comments?

We can also take a fewmnute break if
you want, and if you think of anything you can cone
back i n again.

I f anyone thinks, well, maybe | wanted to
say sonething, |let ne know and we can cone back.

But | guess we will adjourn, if no one has anything

el se.
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LOGAN HI CKS: They can send comments by
email. They don't have to be today. |If they have
any questions they can reach out to any of us and we
can get them answers, as well.

TREVOR CULBERTSON:. And agai n, that
comment period is January 8th. And so, if you do
t hi nk of sonethi ng, you know how you get it to us.

If no one has anyone el se, we'll adjourn.

Thank you for com ng out today:

LOGAN HI CKS: Thank you, everyone.

R R S S S b b b b I S S SRR S S S b b SR I I b S S S b b b i I S

(Meeting concluded 6:50 p.m)
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