
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS AND 

AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
Issued: January 27, 2024 

 
In the Matter of the Application of Dairyland Power Cooperative for a Route Permit for the 
Wabasha Relocation 161 kV Transmission Line Project in Wabasha County, Minnesota 
 
PUC Docket Number: ET-3/TL-23-388 
OAH Docket Number: 5-2500-40184 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission), Minnesota 
Department of Commerce, and Office of Administrative Hearings will hold public hearings on 
the route permit application of Dairyland Power Cooperative’s Wabasha Relocation 161 kV 
Transmission Line Project. 
 
The proposed project would relocate approximately 10.4 miles of Dairyland’s existing 161-kV 
LQ34 line, which presently connects to the Wabaco Substation to the Alma Substation and is 
collocated on the existing CapX2020 345-kV transmission line structures. The new relocated 
transmission line is proposed to be a 13.3-mile 161-kV transmission line between an existing 
Dairyland transmission line structure near Township Road and 215th Avenue in Plainview 
Township and a new proposed substation (Kellogg Substation) east of the city of Kellogg, 
Minnesota. The newly relocated transmission line would be located in portions of Plainview, 
Highland, Watopa, and Greenfield townships in Wabasha County, Minnesota. No construction 
is being considered across the Mississippi River as a part of this Project. 
 
Dairyland anticipates initiating site preparation activities for the Kellogg Substation site 
between June and July 2026, followed by substation construction and 161-kV transmission line 
installation between June 2027 and July 2028. 
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Hearings 

There will be two public hearings on the proposed Project. The first will be held in person: 
 
Date: February 11, 2024 (Tuesday) 
Time: Formal Hearing Begins at 6:00PM 
 5:00PM – 6:00PM (Open-House) 
 
Location: St. Agnes Church Hall 
 125 West Belvidere Avenue 
 Kellogg, Minnesota 55945 
 Link to Google Map 
 
During the open-house, attendees will have an opportunity to review maps and materials for 
the project and ask questions of the applicants and state staff. During this time, comments 
made by attendees will become a part of the record for consideration only if the attendee 
submits the comment in writing. Forms will be available for this purpose. 
 
If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in these hearings, 
please contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in 
advance of the meeting. To find out if a hearing is canceled due to bad weather or other call    
1-855-731-6208 or visit mn.gov/puc.  
 
The second hearing will be held online via WebEx: 
 
Date: February 12, 2024 
Time: 12:00 PM 

Join by WebEx (Webinar) Link: 
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=m9ad21bb1dbab08763bae5c19e95f005a 

Webinar Number: 2481 796 8522 
Webinar Password: PUC2025 (7822025 from phones) 
Join by Phone: 1-855-282-6330 Toll Free Access Code: 2481 796 8522 
 
If you are joining the meeting via WebEx and would like to ask a question or make a comment 
during the designated portion of the meeting, use the chat or raised-hand functions to send a 
message to the meeting moderator. If you are joining the meeting by phone, press *3 on your 
phone. When it is your turn to speak, your line will be unmuted, and you will be able to ask 
questions and provide comments.  
Additional information and instructions are available at: 
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/ 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Saint+Agnes+Catholic+Church/@44.3072709,-92.0033876,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x87f9b21d9efe42b1:0xa7dbc5354f1410fe!8m2!3d44.3072709!4d-92.0008127!16s%2Fg%2F1tjdxgjv?entry=ttu
https://mn.gov/puc/
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/
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Public Hearing Information 
 
The public hearings will be presided over by the Honorable Judge Mortensen, an administrative 
law judge from the Office of Administrative Hearings, who will provide the Commission with 
findings of fact, conclusions of law, and recommendations. 
 
The purpose of the public hearings is to obtain public input on the proposed project and 
compile the record for the Commission to consider in making a final decision on the route 
permit application. Specifically, interested persons will have the opportunity to: (1) ask 
questions of state staff and the applicant; (2) offer oral and written comments on the merits of 
the proposed project and on the environmental assessment; and (3) suggest possible conditions 
to be considered for inclusion in the route permit. 
 
 Comments received at the hearings and during the comment period will be used to 

inform the record and help the Commission make its final decision. 
 The information presented will be the same at all in-person and online hearings. 
 The hearings will end when all attendees have had the opportunity to comment and all 

other business has been concluded. 
 Members of the public may participate without the necessity of intervening as a party; 

representation by legal counsel is permitted but not required. 
 

Minnesota Statutes and Rules. The route permit application is being reviewed under the 
alternative review process (Minn. R. 7850.2800 to 7850.3900). The rules and statutes are 
available for review at: www.revisor.mn.gov 
 

Comment Period 
 
Written comments will be accepted through March 4, 2024 by 4:30 p.m. Please include the 
docket number in all communications. Comments received after the close of the comment 
period may or may not be considered by the Commission. 
 
Topics for Comment 
 Does the environmental assessment adequately address the issues identified in the 

scoping decision? 
 Should the Commission grant a route permit for the proposed Wabasha Relocation 

161kV Transmission Line Project? 
 If granted, what additional conditions or requirements, if any, should be included in 

the route permit? 
 
 
 

http://www.revisor.mn.gov/
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Submit Comments 
Online  https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments 
Email  consumer.puc@state.mn.us 
U.S. Mail Consumer Affairs Office 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 

  St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except in limited 
circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The Commission 
does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions. 
 

Environmental Assessment 
The purpose of the EA is to provide information on the potential human and environmental 
impacts of the proposed project, possible mitigations for identified impacts, and evaluation of 
any alternatives contained in the scoping decision. 
 
The EA will be available on or before January 30th on the Department’s website: 
https://eera.web.commerce.state.mn.us/web/project/15450 and on eDockets (see below). 
Print copies of the EA are available from the Department upon request; please contact Jim 
Sullivan at jim.sullivan or 651-539-1059. 
 

Additional Information 
Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies 
are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All 
parties, participants, and interested persons are also encouraged to use eFiling: 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets and follow the prompts. 
Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets, enter the year (23) and the docket number (388), 
and select Search. 
Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this 
matter visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling, select Subscribe to Dockets. 
Project Mailing List. Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities to 
participate or change your mailing preference. Email eservice.admin@state.mn.us or call 651-
201-2246 with the docket number (23-388) your name, mailing address, and email address. 
Questions about these dockets or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission 
staff, Trevor Culbertson at trevor.culbertson@state.mn.us or 651-201-2200. 
To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 
(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance. 

https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
https://eera.web.commerce.state.mn.us/web/project/15450
mailto:erika.wilder@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
mailto:eservice.admin@state.mn.us
mailto:trevor.culbertson@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Leesa Norton, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS AND AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
Docket Number ET-3/TL-23-388 
 
Dated this 27th day of January, 2025 
 
 
 
/s/ Leesa Norton 
 



Plante, Michael 
County of Wabasha Administrator 
625 Jefferson Ave 
Wabasha, MN 55981-1557 
 

 Holte, Maureen 
County of Winona Administrator 
202 W 3rd St 
Winona, MN 55987-3146 
 

 Luckstein, Aaron 
City of Plainview Mayor 
290 4th Ave SE 
Plainview, MN 55964-1548 
 

Kujath, Carol 
City of Plainview Clerk 
Plainview City Hall 
241 W Broadway 
Plainview, MN 55964-1253 
 

 Tentis, Jeff 
City of Kellogg Mayor 
350 E Belvidere Ave, Suite 1 
PO Box 147 
Kellogg, MN 55945-0147 
 

 Schouweiler, Crystal 
City of Kellogg Clerk/Treasurer 
350 E Belvidere Ave, Suite 1 
PO Box 147 
Kellogg, MN 55945-0147 
 Miller, Ellen 

Township of Plainview Clerk 
53223 220th Ave 
Plainview, MN 55964-3036 
 

 Heddlesten, Heather 
Township of Highland Clerk 
23585 598th St 
Theilman, MN 55945-4599 
 

 Grabowski, Jerry 
Township of Watopa Clerk 
58384 170th Ave 
Kellogg, MN 55945-4521 
 

O'Brien, James 
Township of Greenfield Clerk 
14220 N Cty Rd 24 
Wabasha, MN 55981-7536 
 

 Woyczik, Wendy 
Upper Mississippi River National 
Wildlife and Fish Refuge 
102 Walnut St, Suite 205 
Winona, MN 55987 
 

 Chavers, Catherine 
Bois Forte Band of Chippewa President 
5344 Lakeshore Dr 
Nett Lake, MN 55772 
 

Strong, Jaylen 
Bois Forte Band of Chippewa THPO 
1500 Bois Forte Rd 
Tower, MN 55790 
 

 DuPuis, Sr., Kevin 
Fond Du Lac Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Chairperson 
1720 Big Lake Rd 
Cloquet, MN 55720 
 

 Schroeder, Evan 
Fond Du Lac Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa THPO 
1720 Big Lake Rd 
Cloquet, MN 55720 
 Deschampe, Robert 

Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Chairman 
PO Box 428 
Grand Portage, MN 55605 
 

 Hull, Rob 
Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa THPO 
PO Box 428 
Grand Portage, MN 55605 
 

 Jackson, Sr., Faron 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Chairman 
190 Sailstar Dr NW 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 
 

Lemon, Gina 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe THPO 
190 Sailstar Dr NW 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 
 

 Larsen, Sr., Robert 
Lower Sioux Indian Community 
President 
39527 Reservation Hwy 1, PO Box 308 
Morton, MN 56270 
 

 St. John, Cheyanne 
Lower Sioux Indian Community THPO 
39527 Reservation Hwy 1, PO Box 308 
Morton, MN 56270 
 

Benjamin, Melanie 
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Chief 
Executive 
43408 Oodena Dr 
Onamia, MN 56359 
 

 Wilson, Mike 
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe THPO 
43408 Oodena Dr 
Onamia, MN 56359 
 

 Johnson, Johnny 
Prairie Island Indian Community 
President 
5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd 
Welch, MN 55089 
 White, Noah 

Prairie Island Indian Community THPO 
5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd 
Welch, MN 55089 
 

 Seki, Sr., Darrell 
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians 
Chairman 
15484 Migizi Dr, PO Box 550 
Red Lake, MN 56671 
 

 Donnell, Jeff 
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians 
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PO Box 274 
Red Lake, MN 56671 
 Anderson, Keith 

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community Chairman 
2330 Sioux Trail NW 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 
 

 Wabasha, Leonard 
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community THPO 
2330 Sioux Trail NW 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 
 

 Jensvold, Kevin 
Upper Sioux Community Chairman 
5722 Travers Lane, PO Box 147 
Granite Falls, MN 56241-0147 
 



Odegard, Samantha 
Upper Sioux Community THPO 
5722 Travers Lane, PO Box 147 
Granite Falls, MN 56241-0147 
 

 Fairbanks, Michael 
White Earth Nation Chairman 
5500 Eagle View Rd, PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN 56591-0418 
 

 Arsenault, Jaime 
White Earth Nation THPO 
5500 Eagle View Rd, PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN 56591-0418 
 

Goggleye, Jr., George 
Minnesota Indian Affairs Council 
Senior Cultural Resources Specialist 
161 St. Anthony Ave, Suite 919 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 

 Geshick, Shannon 
Minnesota Indian Affairs Council 
Executive Director 
161 St. Anthony Ave, Suite 919 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
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345 1st Ave NW 
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Ace Trust 
21749 595th St 
Kellogg, MN 55945 
 

 EDPO LLC 
30 S Wacker Dr, Ste 2575 
Chicago, IL 60606 
 

 Graner Farm FLP 
63494 157th Ave 
Kellogg, MN 55945 
 

Paul Kruger Enterprises LLC 
68948 209th Ave 
Wabasha, MN 55981 
 

 Soo Line Railroad Company 
120 S 6th St 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
 

 United States of America 
102 Walnut St, Ste 205 
Winona, MN 55987 
 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
180 5th St W, Ste 700 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 
 

 US Army Corps of Engineers 
180 5th St E, Ste 700 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 
 

 WINSHIP LLC 
310 S Main St 
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 
 

Zarling Land Trust 
21090 565th St 
Plainview, MN 55964 
 

 Bartsh, Eric R. & Nicole M. 
21441 565th St 
Plainview, MN 55964 
 

 Danckwart, Travis J. 
16396 627th St 
Kellogg, MN 55945 
 

Danckwart, Mary Pat 
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 Dillinger Living Trust, Harlan & Elaine 
PO Box 96 
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 Eversman, Eugene 
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Kellogg, MN 55945 
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 Graner, Jeffrey 
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Graner Family Trust,  
105 7th Ave NE 
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PO Box 74 
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 Gusa, Gary R. & Gail D. 
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Gusa, Jeffrey G. & Xie Zhonghua 
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58985 Hwy 42 
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 McMillin, Michael T. & Timothy J. 
833 Jefferson Ave 
Wabasha, MN 55981 
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 Miller, Thomas 
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Passe, Eric J. 
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 Perry, Philip G. & Kathleen S. 
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 Petersen, Kevin E. & Kristi L. 
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Petersen, Richard Jerry 
62951 161st Ave 
Kellogg, MN 55945 
 

 Riester, Anthony J. & Jessica A. 
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 Roland Wood Family Trust,  
70631 203rd Ave 
Reads Landing, MN 55968 
 

Roland Wood Family Trust,  
22060 Cty Rd 27 
Plainview, MN 55964 
 

 Sanders, Ron B. & Elizabeth 
17576 615th St 
Kellogg, MN 55945 
 

 Schmidt, Kari A. 
58664 Hwy 42 
Kellogg, MN 55945 
 

Schneider, James R & Donna M 
21582 580th St 
Plainview, MN 55964 
 

 Sell, Jared J 
12015 65th St NE 
Elgin, MN 55932 
 

 Sheehan, Bernard T. 
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Sheehan, Bernard T. 
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 Speedling, David J & Shelly A 
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Stamschror Trust Agreement, Jack & 
Cynthia 
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Kellogg, MN 55945 
 

 Sullivan, Vincent J. 
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16125 627th St 
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Plainview, MN 55964 
 

Young, Robert W 
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Plainview, MN 55964 
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Zarling, Kent R. & Janine A. 
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 Mcnallan Real Estate CO LLC 
59632 N Cty Rd 14 
Kellogg, MN 55945 
 

 Decorah Properties Inc 
900 Montgomery St 
Decorah, IA 52101 
 

State of Minnesota 
39 S John Ireland Blvd 
Saint Paul, MN 55155 
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