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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Sasha Bergman, Executive Secretary

NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD
Issued: January 15, 2026

In the Matter of Formal Complaint of Hennepin County, Minnesota Against Xcel Energy Under
Minn. Stat. 216B.164

PUC Docket Number(s): E-002/C-25-435

Comment Period: Initial comment period closes March 13, 2026 at 4:30pm

Reply comment period closes April 10, 2026 at 4:30pm

Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not
be considered by the Commission.

Issue: Should the Commission investigate the Formal Complaint and Request for Relief by
Hennepin County against Northern States Power Company dba Xcel Energy?

Topic(s) Open for Comment:

e Does the Commission have jurisdiction over the subject matter of the Complaint?
e Are there reasonable grounds for the Commission to investigate these allegations?
e [sitinthe public interest for the Commission to investigate these allegations upon its own

motion?
e [f the Commission chooses to investigate the Complaint, what procedures should be used
to do so?
Background

On December 23, 2025, Hennepin County, Minnesota (the County) filed a Formal Complaint
against Xcel Energy alleging violations of sections 216B.164, 216B.16, 216B.03, 216B.06, and
216B.07 of the Minnesota Statutes and parts 7835.1900, 7835.4011, and 7835.4014 of the
Minnesota Rules regarding Xcel’s illegal application of the “one-mile rule” to restrict the county’s
participation and compensation under Minnesota’s net metering program.

The County seeks relief by requesting the Commission find the arrays in question are
interconnected net metering facilities and order the County is entitled to compensation for the
arrays’ net input to the Xcel distribution system as provided for in the contracts executed by The
County and Xcel Energy. The County also request that the Commission enjoin Xcel Energy from
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aggregating the generation capacity of the county’s net metered facilities—which are separately
metered, have distinct interconnect points, and for which the county has not requested account
aggregation—for the purpose of determining net metering eligibility and compensation. The
County is also requesting the Commission award reasonable costs, disbursements, and attorney’s
fees pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216B.164, subd. 5 and Minn. R. 7835.4550

Formal Complaints are subject to Minn. Rules 7829.1700 —.1900. The Commission’s Utility
Proceeding, Practice, Procedure rules are electronically available at:
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/7829/

Filing Requirements: Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are
required to efile documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties,
participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling at:
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling

Submit Public Comments:

Online: https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/, and follow the instructions.
Email: consumer.puc@state.mn.us
U.S. Mail: Consumer Affairs Office

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul MN 55101
Full Case Record: See all documents filed in this matter on the Commission’s website at:

mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets, enter 25-485 under Docket #s, and select Search.

Subscribe: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter visit:
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets.

Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission staff,
Nikki Brown-Huss, at Nikki.Brown-Huss@state.mn.us.

Change your mailing preferences: Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 651-
201-2246.

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice).
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications
Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Anne Redmond, hereby certify that | have this day, served a true and correct copy of
the following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the
attached list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing
the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD

Docket Number
E002/C-25-435

Dated this 15th day of January, 2026

/s/ Anne Redmond
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