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MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: Good eveni ng.

Wel cone to the public informati on and environnent al
revi ew scoping neeting for Xcel -- for Xcel's Lyon
County project. This is the second hearing we're
having. The first one was, obviously, yesterday
that we had i n person.

This is nmy contact information. |If you
have any questions or concerns after the neeting, go
ahead and feel free to reach out to ne. 1'd be
happy to answer your questions.

The neeting agenda will start with nyself

doing an overview of the permtting process. Next,

we'll get a description of the project by Xcel
Energy, and then we'll get through the environnental
review process, Jimwll provide that with the

Public Utilities Comm ssion.

Qur role at the Comm ssion is to regul ate
i nvestor-owned utilities to ensure M nnesotans are
charged reasonable rates for power. The Conm ssion
al so permts generation facilities and transm ssi on
lines, and as well as certain petrol eum and gas
pi pelines. M job as Conm ssion staff will be to
build the record, analyze information, and nake
recomendations to the five Conm ssioners who w |

have the final say on the permt decision.
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The Lyon County project includes two
210- negawatt conbustion turbines and two 345-kV
transm ssion |ines and a natural gas pipeline. For
themto build all of their project, they' re going to

need to go through certain steps. And one of them

is they'll need a certificate of need, they'll need
a site permt, they'll need a transm ssion |ine
permt, and they'll need to go through the -- a

pi peline route permt through the partial exenption
pr ocess.

I n maki ng a decision on a certificate of
need, the Comm ssion nust consider factors listed in
rule and statute. Those are Chapters 7849 and
M nnesota Statute 216B. GCeneral factors include the
benefits of the facility, including its uses to
protect and enhance the environnent; increase
reliability of energy supply in Mnnesota and the
regi on; eval uation of possible alternatives for
sati sfying the energy demand, i ncluding but not
limted to, the potential for increased efficiency
and upgradi ng exi sting energy generation; and other
factors listed in statute and rule.

Wien exam ning the permt, the site
permt, which is where the project will -- the

turbines will actually be | ocated, the Conm ssion

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Virtual Meeting 25-145 25-154 25-161 25-163 - 8-12-25

| ooks at factors in 7850 and in M nnesota Statutes
216E. And general factors include to conserve
resources; mninmze environmental inpacts; mnimze
human settl ement and ot her | and-use conflicts; and
ensure an efficient, cost-effective, and secure
power supply and electric transm ssion
i nfrastructure.

And we al so | ook at, should we -- should
t he Conmmi ssion actually decide to give the | ocation

a site permt, we |ook at neasures to possibly

mtigate sone of the inpacts that the facility -- or
what ever we're permtting -- may -- whatever
problens nmay it pose -- it pose by siting it.

The other thing we | ook at for the
transm ssion line route permt is we | ook at 216E
Subd. 7 and M nnesota Rul es 7850. And our
Comm ssion is guided by goals of conserving
resources; mnimzing and mtigating environnental
i mpacts; mnimzing human settl enent and ot her
| and-use conflicts. W |look at, to the extent it's
possi ble and with the other factors, using existing
right-of-way. We look at electric system
reliability, and we also | ook at the project cost.

For the pipeline partial exenption, an

appl i cant who believes their pipeline project wll
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have a m ni nmal inpact on people can go ahead and go
t hrough the partial exenption process. The nain

di fference between the full process and the parti al
exenpti on process is through the partial exenption
process, there's not a period where there's an
evidentiary hearing where there's the ability of

di fferent counsels to cross-exanm ne wtnesses and
provi de testinony.

When deciding on a partial exenption, the
Commi ssion wll review the record and follow t he
followi ng criteria: W | ook at human settl enent;
the natural environment; |ands of historical,
archeol ogi cal, and cultural significance; econom cs
wthin the route; pipeline cost and accessibility;
use of right-of-way; natural resources; and the
cumul ative potential inpacts of the project and its
rel at ed pi eces.

This is an overview of the tineline we
anticipate for the docket. Although things may
change, specifically wth the EA scope, we predict
m d- Sept enber; EA i ssued m d- Decenber; public
heari ng heard before an ALJ woul d be January 2026;
ALJ report issued would be March 2026; and we
anticipate the final decision fromthe PUC to be in

May of 2026.
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For those interested, you can review all
the applications and the docunents associated wth
this docket by visiting eDockets at the website and
link included here. And you would just enter in the
docket nunber you're nbst interested in. |If you're
interested in a specific portion of the project, you
woul d just enter in that associ ated docket nunber,
and you'd hit search. And that would have all the
information in the record that the Conm ssi oners
woul d consi der when naking a determ nation on a
certificate of need or a route permt.

If you're interested, if you would |ike
to get updates on project m |l estones and when
there's opportunities to participate, you can ask to
subscribe to the project mailing list. You can do
that through the website here at
eServi ces. adm n@tate. m.us, or call 651-201-2246
and enter -- and tell themthe docket nunbers -- or
tell us the docket nunbers -- that you would like to
get notices on.

The other thing you may do is you may --
to receive notifications when new docunents are
filed to this matter, and what you do is you would
subscri be through the |ink provided here. Just a

forewarning that everything that is filed will end
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up in your inbox, and you may get a | ot of e-nmails.

Ckay. Now, | wll pass it over to Lyon
County -- or to Xcel for their project. And you'l
need to -- just a heads-up to the fol ks from Xcel,

when you're ready to have ne change the slide, just
say, "next slide, please.” Thank you.

MR. JARED GRAHAM Thank you very nuch,
Craig.

My nanme is Jared G aham |'ma plant
director for Xcel Energy, an engineer by trade, and
|'ve worked for Xcel for 18 years.

You can go to the next slide, Craig.

All right. So this is sone project
details. The proposed site is about one mile
northeast of the city of Garvin, and it's depicted
on the map here with that star. As Craig tal ked
about before, it's a 420-negawatt natural gas
power ed power plant. On-site facilities include the
control room punp buildings, sone -- natural gas
wat er bath heater, diesel fire punp, water storage
t anks, and ot her diesel and backup diesel
generators.

There will be two 345, 000-transm ssi on
| i nes connected to the two units, and about

1,000 feet of natural gas pipeline on Xcel's
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property, all wthin the boundaries of the property.

This site is needed. You know, we are
reusing the interconnect at Sherco. So this
interconnect is comng all the way down from Becker
all the way to Garvin, and along the way, there wll
be, you know, wi nd and sol ar projects
i nterconnecting to that transm ssion line. And when
the wind is not blow ng and the sun's not shining
and on the col dest and, probably, hottest days of
the year, this plant will be called upon to run.
And it needs to answer the call to be reliable for
the energy needs in Mnnesota and the greater
regi on.

Craig, can you go to the next slide,
pl ease?

So the project details here continue.
This is just a map of the site. So kind of in the
sout hwest -- or bottomleft quadrant, if you wll --
it's about 30 acres within the greater 155-acre
parcel that is outlined in a square -- red -- the
red square there on the nmap.

As | discussed earlier, you know, the
transm ssion lines that would go fromthis site and
al so the natural gas pipeline, and the interconnect

is all under Xcel Energy property. And you can see

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Virtual Meeting 25-145 25-154 25-161 25-163 - 8-12-25 10

t he docket nunbers there that are associated wth
t hose.

There wll be one pernmanent access off of
U S. H ghway 59 that runs north and south -- 59
does -- and it's the green |line that goes east and
west about in the mddle of the page there you can
see. That is the pernmanent access to the facility.
There wll also be one other tenporary access on --
north of that primarily for the substation
construction activity.

So start of construction for the power
pl ant block is estimated right around July of 2026,
if all the approvals go through fromthe Public
Uilities Comm ssion, with an anti ci pated commer ci al
operati on date of Decenber 2028.

Craig, if you could do our next slide,
pl ease?

So environnental review, we did conmplete
the environnental and cul tural resource assessnents,
and there are no inpacts anticipated to wetl and,
wat er way, protected species, suitable habitat, or
cultural resources in this parcel.

The project will neet the MPCA noi se
gui dance. The air permt for this project wll be

submtted by the end of this nonth to the M nnesota
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Pol l ution Control Agency, and typical
preconstruction permts wll be applied for, of
course, prior to July of 2026.

So next slide, Craig.

| tried to col or-code some maj or
conponents on this map here. So the conbustion
turbines are in yellow, kind of in the mddle or
upper right; the control roomis in the top left
corner; and the punp building is kind of in the
| ower right quadrant.

The natural gas water bath heater is the
little blue speck in the |lower |eft quadrant. Wy
we need that is conbustion turbines really like to
have the natural gas at a certain specific
tenperature to avoi d combusti on dynam cs and keep
our em ssions | ow.

The diesel fire punp is in the bottom
right quadrant in the red, and then the water
storage tanks are in orange in the bottomright
corner. And the backup diesel generators are in the
top, dead center in purple.

Next slide, Craig.

This is just a couple of pictures of
typi cal components here. 345-kV transm ssion |ine

and structure on the left, and typical natural gas
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pi peline on the right.

Next slide, please.

Construction activities, so, you know,
we' |l probably start survey marking probably in the
May/ June tinme frame, to -- just to mark everything
out. The grading, of course, would have to wait
until the site permt is issued by the PUC

And then we woul d nove on to underground
utilities, you know, piping, electrical, itens |like
that. Moving into concrete foundations and
transm ssion |line structures. Then, followed by
engi neering equi pnent installations, |ike the
conbusti on turbines, punps, conpressors, and the
support buildings. Followed by aboveground pi ping,
electrical, and then at the end, site restoration
and final grading.

Next slide, please.

So for operations and nmai nt enance, we
pl an to have about five fol ks out there Monday
t hrough Friday, you know, kind of, eight hours a
day. The site will be nonitored by a renote
di agnostic center so that we can keep track of all
pressures, tenperatures, and things of that nature,
vi brations on the conbustion turbine to nake sure

we're operating within design paraneters.
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W will performroutine inspections and
prevent ati ve mai ntenance for reliable operations.
We do expect, you know, major mai ntenance every five
to ten years, and we have a long term service
agreenent we plan to execute with General Electric
Vernova -- they are the original equipnent
manuf acturer -- so that we keep the design basis,
keep parts avail able, and, you know, keep in line
w th O%M recommendat i ons.

The transm ssion lines will be inspected
regularly fromaerial and also fromthe ground, and
al so gas pipeline inspections and mai nt enance.

Next slide, please.

So on this slide it's just sone contact
information for the project. You can click on the
Xcel Energy and "Projects Near You." | think the
best way is probably to give ne a buzz. M phone
nunber there is listed. That's ny work number and
nmy e-nmail.

And that's all | have, Craig, and | think
"1l turn it over to M. Sullivan.

MR JIMSULLIVAN. Okay. | think |I'm
unmuted right now Just let nme knowif | sound
okay. |I'mnot sure if this is unmuted or not. |

can't really actually tell.
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Ckay. Geat. Thank you, Patrick.

So good evening. It is after 6:00 p. m,
and I amJimSullivan with the environmental review
conponent of the PUC. W' re known as the Energy
Infrastructure Permtting Goup, and we wll be
responsi bl e for generating the environnental
assessnents docunents, we oftentines refer to as the
EA. This process is, as noted by Craig, part of the
statute that -- and rule that we have been
i mpl enenting for the | ast several decades.

Coul d you nove to the next slide, please?
Thank you.

So as | nentioned, the Public UWilities
Conmmi ssion will prepare the environnental
assessnents for this project. Again, it is under
7850. 3700, which lays out the expectations for the
pr ocess.

What is inportant to note in this
particular effort is that one environnental
assessnent wll be done for all of the
adm ni strative decisions that are made for this
project, which includes the certificate of need, the
site permt, the transm ssion line route permt, and
then all of the pipeline rel ated deci sions.

If you can go to the next slide, please,
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Craig.

Now, the goal of the entire environnental
revi ew process, in particular in the scoping where
we start all of this work, is to gather public
information and i nput regarding their concerns about
t he proposed project. And what we want to do is add
that to the list of itenms that we'll explore during
the environnental assessnents. Were we can go
ahead and di scuss and anal yze potential inpacts, as
well as identify any strategies that we ni ght be
able to use to avoid or mtigate those inpacts. The
goal here is to assenble a set of objective facts
for the Comm ssion so that they can make a
reasonabl e deci si on based on the record.

Qur part of the PUC is not involved in
advocating for or against the project. W are
designed to do our best in gathering the facts as we
can find them and then also listening to the public
and their concerns so that we can web our
factfinding wth the public input.

Next slide, please.

So the question that often cones up is,
what is scoping? And nore commonly we would refer
toit as the table of contents for the study. So

the scope really tells us not only what to | ook at,
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but how much we need to |l ook at it, what detail is
needed.

And for our purposes, what we're focusing
on are the potential human health -- human and
envi ronnental inpacts, including human health. And,
again, ways that we can mnimze, mtigate, or avoid
any of those potential inpacts.

More inmportantly, within the project
area, because we are here in St. Paul, we don't know
the |l and, we don't know the area, we don't know the
region. But the people that live there do, and they
know t hose uni que characteristics of a particular
area. We want to know what those are as well so
that we can include those in the environnenta
assessnent, and whether or not those woul d be
affected by the proposed project.

We al so want to know about any ot her
project alternatives or nodifications that you m ght
t hi nk woul d be hel pful for us to consider.

Next slide, please, Craig.

So in terms of commenting, today you can
coment virtually just through the spoken record
that we'll develop. You can also conplete and
submt a comment sheet, which | believe we have

online, or you can go directly to our online website
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and go to the project site and comment directly
there. You can send nme an e-nail.

| nportant to note that the comment period
ends August 27th for this phase of the project. So
anything after that, the -- it's up to the
Commi ssion if they want to consider those or not.

Crai g, next slide, please.

For purposes of our forumtoday, we
expect that one speaker will participate at a tine.
This is in part because we have a court reporter
here, and we want to nmake sure that the court
reporter is able to get all of your contents. And
it's very difficult to do when we have two or nore
speakers conpeting for the speaker's attenti on.

Agai n, maintain respect for one another.
Reasonabl e people can certainly disagree. W want
to nmake sure that ideas are presented as full -- as
fully as they can, so we don't want to get in nock
conpetition and debate. W want you to begin by
stating and spelling your nane, and directing your
comments and questions to the scope of the
envi ronnent al assessnent.

| think, given the anount of people that
are participating today, we probably can Iimt,

initially, the comments to five mnutes, but we can
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certainly conme back and open it up again if there's
nore -- nore content that fol ks want to conmmuni cat e.

Crai g, next slide, please.

Again, just in closing, to nmake sure that
you' re focusing your coments on potential hunan and
environnental inpacts. And if you have any thoughts
about howto mnimze, mtigate, or avoid those
potential inpacts, identifying any uni que
characteristics of the proposed project area that we
shoul d consider here in the EA, and any ot her
potential project alternatives that you think mght
address potential inpacts.

Agai n, August 27th is the conmment
deadline. So if you can get comments in by that
tinme, that would be great. You don't have to
necessarily say everything today, or if things cone
to you after the comment period -- or after our
event today, you can certainly send those to us.

Crai g, next slide, please.

I n Webex, what you'll want to do to
participate is to click the chat icon, which is in
the lower-right corner of the screen, and you can
send a nessage indicating that you' d |ike to speak.
If you're a caller, then just press *3 on your

t el ephone and add yourself to the coment queue, and
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t hen, again, you can press *3 to renove yourself.
And, again, repeat if you want to speak again. |I'm
certain we can open that up again as well.

Crai g, next slide, please.

In terns of the process, again, al
comments are treated equally in our forum You can
wite or e-nail your comments to us directly. You
can tell us what they are. You can file themon the
PUC website. Certainly feel free to contact either
Craig or I if you have questions about any part of
the project or the process. And certainly feel free
to contact the applicant directly as well if you
have questions about the facility. W wll continue
to update the eDockets and the project cal endar as
we nove forward in the process.

There we go. And just anot her overview
of the ways you can contact us. Again, Craig
Janezich is the energy facilities planner for the
project, and nyself as the environnental review
manager, Jared Grahamis the plant director.

August 27t h, 2025, by 4:30 p.m is the close of the
comrent peri od.

And then if you have any ot her thoughts
about the process, you can certainly take our online

survey to give us feedback on how you think we m ght
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be able to do this a little bit better.

And with that, | wll open it up to any
questi ons.

MR, CRAI G JANEZICH: So far, Jim |'m not
seei ng anybody that is either raising their hand or
is in the chat asking to speak.

MR JIM SULLIVAN. We'l|l give folks a
couple of mnutes, and then we can ask agai n and see
i f anyone has any thoughts they want to share.

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH.  Sure.

"1l just say it again, if you're a
caller, press *3 if you' d like to nake a coment,
and then, again, after you make your conmment, please
use *3 to renpbve yourself fromthe queue.

Ckay. I'mstill |ooking at the chat and
the attendees list, and |I'm not seei ng anybody who
is wanting to participate at this tine.

MR, JIM SULLI VAN. Okay. (oi ng once,
going tw ce.

Ckay. | think this concludes the public
portion -- or at least this particular aspect of it
for our scoping for the Lyon County generating
pr oj ect .

| don't think I have anything else to

add.
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MR, CRAI G JANEZICH: Al right. Thank
you, everyone, for participating. Again, you still
can submt coments if you'd like to participate,
but ot herwi se have a good eveni ng and take care.

(End of public coment.)
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