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Executive Secretary 
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RE: INITIAL COMMENTS 
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INTERCONNECTION AND OPERATION OF DISTRIBUTED GENERATION 

FACILITIES ESTABLISHED UNDER MINN. STAT. §216B.1611 
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Dear Ms. Bergman: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits the 
attached Initial Comments in response to the Commission’s April 10, 2026 Notice of 
Comment Period regarding the Distributed Generation Working Group Technical 
Subgroup’s proposed changes to the Minnesota Distributed Energy Resource 
Technical Interconnection and Interoperability Requirements (TIIR) and Minnesota 
Distributed Energy Resources Interconnection Process (MN DIP) regarding Batter 
Energy Storage Systems and Limited/Non-Export Systems.  
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service list. 
Please contact Kristen Ruud at 612-216-7979 or Kristen.S.Ruud@xcelenergy.com or 
contact me at 763-493-1811or Brian.T.Monson@xcelenergy.com if you have any 
questions regarding this filing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
BRIAN MONSON 
DIRECTOR, DER INTEGRATION & SYSTEM PERFORMANCE  
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cc: Service List 
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INITIAL COMMENTS 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits these Initial 
Comments in response to the April 10, 2026 Notice of Comment Period.1 As 
background, the Commission directed the Distributed Generation Working Group 
(DGWG) to explore the evaluation of battery energy storage systems under the 
Minnesota Distributed Energy Resources Interconnection Process (MN DIP), 
including whether distributed energy resource (DER) generation and battery storage 
should be studied together and how net-metered DER plus storage should be treated 
differently from non-exporting DER plus storage. 
 
Between June and December 2025, Xcel Energy participated in a series of meetings of 
the DGWG Technical Subgroup (TSG) on Battery Energy Storage Systems and 
Limited/Non-Export Systems.  
 
The subgroup deliberated and proposed changes to the Minnesota Distributed Energy 
Resource Technical Interconnection and Interoperability Requirements (TIIR) and 
the MN DIP. The Commission has asked for comments on the following topics:  

(1) Should the Commission adopt the TSG’s proposed changes to the TIIR as 
found in Attachment B of this Notice? 

 
1 In the Matter of Updating the Generic Standards for the Interconnection and Operation of Distributed Generation Facilities 
Established under Minn. Stat. §216B.1611, Docket No. E999/CI-16-521, NOTICE OF COMMENT (April 10, 
2026) 
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(2) Should the Commission adopt the TSG’s proposed changes to the TIIR MN 
DIP2 as found in Attachment C to this Notice? 

(3) What action should the Commission take regarding the three disputed items in 
the TSG’s report as found in Attachment A to this notice? 

(4) Should the Commission extend the temporary annual reporting on 
interconnection through at least 2030 by modifying the requirement in the 
August 13, 2018 Order (paragraph 20)? Or should the Commission make any 
changes to these reporting requirements? 

(5) Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 
 
Xcel Energy acknowledges the quickly changing landscape of energy storage solutions 
and the benefits they can provide in creating an efficient and reliable grid. We support 
the adoption of DER, including energy storage systems, on our distribution grid. We 
are concerned, however, with the risks large DER systems that claim limited export 
capacity could pose if not reviewed, studied, and recorded appropriately. These 
resources must be studied and designed adequately to prevent adverse impacts on the 
distribution system.  
 
The MN DIP was established to expedite studies and approval of DER systems 
within the size, scale, and complexity of 10 MW or less. For DER generation greater 
than 10 MW, even with power control systems designed to limit export of generation 
to the local area distribution system, the impacts of back feed to the local distribution 
system (Area Electric Power System, or EPS) can be severe. Xcel Energy requests the 
Commission reinforce the already existing uniform frameworks under MN DIP for 
studying the interconnection of small-scale DER systems, based on nameplate rating. 
This approach allows the utility facilitating the interconnection assurance that the level 
of complexity and risk involved with new interconnections is evaluated appropriately.  
 
We request the Commission adopt the TSG’s proposed changes to the TIIR; modify 
the TSG’s proposed changes to the MN DIP regarding nameplate rating for a new 
interconnection screen or track for non-exporting DER applications; and adopt the 
Company’s supported positions on the three disputed items in the TSG’s report. 
Below we provide our responses and supporting detail. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 The Notice of Comment incorrectly listed “TIIR” when proposed changes to “MN DIP” was the intent of 
the question. See NOTICE OF COMMENT (April 10, 2026) p1.  
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COMMENTS 
 
I. THE COMMISSION SHOULD ADOPT THE TSG’S PROPOSED 

CHANGES TO THE TIIR AS PRESENTED 
 
We support the changes to the TIIR as they were indicated in Attachment B to the 
Notice. We note there was consensus within the TSG on these issues. 
 
II. THE COMMISSION SHOULD ADOPT THE TSG’S PROPOSED 

CHANGES TO THE MN DIP AS PRESENTED, WITH ONE 
EXCEPTION 

 
We support the changes to the MN DIP as indicated in Attachment C to the Notice,3 
with one exception. The Commission’s Order directed the DGWG to “explore the 
creation of a new interconnection screen or track for non-exporting DER applications 
under 40 kW AC.”4 Attachment C to the Notice includes redlines that would apply to 
applications up to 50 kWac. The Company opposes this change. The subgroup did 
not reach consensus on whether the 40 kWac level should be amended to 50 kWac.  
 
Attachment C includes proposed changes to MN DIP sections 1.1.1.1 and 2.1.1 to 
modify the Simplified Process applicability to 50 kWac Nameplate Rating or less and 
an Export Capacity of 20 kWac or less. These proposed revisions as set forth in 
Attachment C are shown in Figure 1 below.  
 

Figure 1 
Excerpt from Notice of Comment Attachment C  

 
 

 
 

 
3 NOTICE OF COMMENT (April 10, 2026), at PDF p81. 
4 Standards for the Interconnection and Operation of Distributed Generation Facilities Established Under Minn. Stat. § 
216B.1611, Docket No. 16-521, ORDER (April 15, 2024) Order 6 (at p10).  
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We do not support the change to 50 kWac. We support restricting the Simplified 
Process applicability to a system size of 40 kWac Nameplate Rating or less and an 
Export Capacity of 20 kWac or less. This is the size limit that is commonly 
understood to be small scale and usually within the residential or small business 
market. This would also be consistent with state statutes, Commission Rules, and 
Commission-approved programs that commonly have a breakpoint of 40 kW for 
various programs.5  
 
Allowing a Nameplate Rating of 50 kWac would have further impacts on MN DIP 
section 5.10 Insurance, which requires a $300,000 coverage for systems that are 40 
kWac or less and a $1,000,000 coverage for systems that are larger than 40 kWac but 
smaller than 250 kWac. In addition, per section 5.10.3, residential services with 
connected DER having a Nameplate Rating of 40 kWac or below are exempted from 
meeting the insurance policy endorsement requirements as stated in section 5.10.2. As 
a result, according to current MN DIP insurance provisions, a residential system that 
is larger than 40 kWac up to 50 kWac would require insurance coverage of $1,000,000 
and the policy endorsements.  
 
We ask the Commission to reject the proposed change to 50 kWac in MN DIP 
sections 1.1.1.1 and 2.1.1. Our preferred language is reflected here in clean format: 
 

1.1.1.1  An application to interconnect a certified4, inverter-based DER with a 
Nameplate Rating of 40 kilowatts (kW) or less and an Export Capacity of 
20 kilowatts (kW) or less shall be evaluated under the Section 2 Simplified 
Process. 

 
2.1.1  For Certified, inverter-based DERs with a Nameplate Rating of 40 kW ac 

or less and an Export Capacity of 20 kW ac or less: The Area EPS 
Operator shall comport with the Simplified Process, including the time 
frames described in that process. Simplified Process eligibility does not 
imply or indicate that a DER will pass the Initial Review Screens, failure to 
pass the screens will route the application to the Fast Track Process. 

 

 
5 See, for example, Minn. Stat. § 216B.164, Subds. 3,  3a, 4, 4c, 6; Minn. R. 7835.3300, 7835.3400, Minn. R. 
7835.3500, Minn. R. 7835.4012, Minn. R. 7835.5900, Minn. R. 7835.6100; Xcel Energy $15,000 cost sharing 
program from Docket No. 18-714 (reflected at Xcel Energy tariff sheet 10-81.4), Priority Queue from Docket 
Nos. E999/CI-16-521 and E002/M-18-714 (reflected at Xcel Energy tariff sheet 10-81.5), Xcel Energy tariff 
rates for metering (tariff sheets 10-81.2 and 10-81.3); and the Xcel Energy Solar*Rewards program from 
Docket No. E002/M-13-1015 (reflected at Xcel Energy tariff sheets 9-13 through 9-49.19). 
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III. THE COMMISSION SHOULD ADOPT XCEL ENERGY’S 
POSITIONS ON THE THREE DISPUTED ITEMS IN THE TSG’S 
REPORT 

 
Although the TSG made significant progress in aligning stakeholder consensus on 
most revisions to the MN DIP, there were three areas that remain as non-consensus 
items. Below we articulate our positions for Commission consideration. 
 
A. Deciding on Whether to Use Export Capacity or Nameplate Rating in 

MN DIP Section 1.1.1 is Out of Scope of the TSG 
 
The first contested item is how the Commission should define the applicability of MN 
DIP. As currently written, MN DIP applies to any DER 10 MW or less operating in 
parallel with and interconnecting to the Area EPS local distribution system.6 The TSG 
discussed whether the 10 MW cap should be defined as “Export Capacity” or 
“Nameplate Rating.” Xcel Energy strongly believes that Nameplate Rating is the 
appropriate way to consider what constitutes a 10 MW (or less) DER for purposes of 
applying the statewide uniform MN DIP. Changing from Nameplate Rating to Export 
Capacity would inappropriately subject substantially larger DER systems to the 
uniform, statewide MN DIP, even though these systems require more flexibility than 
MN DIP provides.  
 
Changing the current definition to consider Export Capacity instead of Nameplate 
Rating for purposes of applying MN DIP would introduce significant risk of 
disruption or damage to the Area EPS. If the Power Control System that controls the 
export to the grid fails and that larger than 10 MW full generation is exported to the 
grid, it could introduce voltage excursions. Even in the absence of a Power Control 
System failure, the increase in available fault current from a larger than 10 MW DER 
installation will also require adjustments to system design outside of the norm to 
ensure safety and reliability.  
 
As an extreme example, if we use Export Capacity as the definition, a 100 MW DER 
that limits export to 9 MW would be allowed under MN DIP. The risk of the full 100 
MW being inadvertently exported to the Area EPS could have very significant 
consequences considering a 15 kV feeder’s rated capacity is typically between just 10 
and 13 MW. A DER of this magnitude must be processed through different studies 

 
6 The 10 MW cap is referenced in the Forward section of MN DIP, which cites Minn. Stat 216B.1611. This 
statute also references the Commission being required to initiate a proceeding to establish by Order generic 
standards for the interconnection of distributed generation of no more than 10 MW of interconnected 
capacity.  
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and the necessary system upgrades to ensure safe, reliable operation would be unique 
to the use case.  
 
To illustrate how we have addressed large DER with small or no export capacity 
before, docket E002/M-18-714 describes how we interconnected a 45 MW DER at 
Flint Hills Resources Pind Bend LLC.7 In order to interconnect this large DER, we 
pursued a variation of our normal interconnection application process with more 
robust studies and proposed an amendment to the standard tariffed Interconnection 
Agreement to accurately apply the Customer's 45 MW (nameplate rating) DER solar 
system. If Export Capacity had been used instead, it would have been considered a 0 
kW DER (as it is non-exporting), and would have been subject to the MN DIP, 
which is not what the MN DIP was meant to address.  
 
Xcel Energy is capable of processing larger DER interconnection requests to the Area 
EPS, but we require more detailed studies and design to ensure the safe and reliable 
operation. Determining the appropriate studies when Nameplate Rating exceeds 10 
MW allows the utility to move the interconnection process forward while evaluating 
the level of risk associated with equipment failure or system impacts. MN DIP is 
designed to have a level of risk mitigation applicable for DER only up to 10 MW. For 
large scale systems above 10 MW, abnormal system conditions can increase risk of 
damage to equipment, have adverse effects for other customers on the distribution 
system, and lead to other consequences. Opening the MN DIP applicability to 
systems of indeterminate Nameplate Rating, even with applied export restrictions, can 
create instances where the existing distribution system design may not be able to 
account for the impacts the DER could potentially create.  
 
In addition, Xcel Energy’s planning standard will be impacted when DER systems are 
paired with load. The current Technical Planning Standard (TPS) incorporates a 
combination of Daytime Minimum Load (DML) and equipment ratings to set 
capacity limits for interconnection. Allowing facilities to displace large portions of that 
load would change the results found for previous DER projects. This situation would 
result in a challenge to the Area EPS operator on which project to assess as the cost 
causer in the event that upgrades are identified. 
 
The proposed change here would re-interpret capacity differently from how this term 
has been defined and implemented in other state statutes, and could have other 
cascading impacts.8 We provide here some possible cascading impacts and questions 

 
7 Notice of Proposed Amended Interconnection Agreement with Flint Hills Resources Pine Bend, LLC, Docket No. 
E002/M-18-714, NOTICE (October 31, 2023). 
8 For example, Minn. Stat. 216B.2611 uses the term 10 MW interconnected capacity. 
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that would need to be addressed if the Commission were to re-interpret the definition 
of capacity to instead mean Export Capacity:  

•  What is the Commission’s authority to review major facilities with a capacity of 
50 MW or more under Minn. Stat. §216B.24? By changing the interpretation of 
capacity, the Commission would not have the ability to review those projects 
that, with the new interpretation, would no longer be determined to be above 
the 50 MW threshold but which would have met this threshold under the 
existing long-standing interpretation.  

•  What is the Commission’s authority to review Large Energy Facilities of 50 
MW or more under Minn. Stat. §216B.2421 and Minn. Stat. §216B.243? Similar 
to the above, by changing the interpretation of capacity, the Commission might 
not have the ability to review those projects that, with the new interpretation, 
would no longer be determined to be above the 50 MW threshold. 

•  What qualifies for the distributed solar energy standards (DSES), which has a 
limit of 10 MW capacity under Minn. Stat. §26B.1691, Subd. 2h? Changing the 
interpretation of capacity would enlarge the effective size of projects eligible to 
be counted towards the DSES, upsetting the legislative intent by allowing 
systems larger than those contemplated by the legislation to be counted 
towards compliance with the DSES.  

 
Under the first two examples above, if the non-exporting Flint Hills 45 MW DER 
project had been 12% larger, it would have exceeded the 50 MW threshold (by 
conventional measurements using Nameplate Rating), but would still be 0 kW if rated 
on Export Capacity and therefore would not be subject to Commission review under 
these statutes. It is important that terms are applied consistently, and in this context it 
would be consistent to continue to measure the size of DER based on Nameplate 
Rating. In this way, the Commission would continue to have regulatory oversight of 
large DER projects as intended by these statutes. 
 
Importantly, the applicability of MN DIP was not part of the TSG’s charter directed 
by the Commission in its April 15, 2024 Order9 and was only addressed towards the 
end of the subgroup workgroup process. The subgroup did not provide sufficient 
time for discussion, which has led to this item being so contentious. Discussion of 
whether MN DIP applicability should be defined by “Export Capacity” or 
“Nameplate Rating” is out of scope for this subgroup whose focus was limited to 
battery energy storage systems. Applicability of MN DIP would ordinarily be 
discussed in a broader DGWG venue, with appropriate representation and a holistic 
understanding of implications of changing current definitions.  

 
9 Order Establishing a Two-Queue System, Directing Further Discussion, And Addressing Miscellaneous Matters, Docket 
No. E999/CI-16-521, ORDER, (April 15, 2024), Ordering Point 7 at p10. 
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B. Do Not Modify MN DIP Section 1.1.5.1.2 to Use “Export Capacity;” 

Continue to Use “Nameplate Rating” 
 
MN DIP section 1.1.5.1.2 details when the Uniform Statewide Contract can be used 
as the Interconnection Agreement and currently has a cap of 20 kWac. We agree with 
other utilities that this cap could be increased to 40 kWac Nameplate Rating. But we 
are concerned if this size limit is defined as Export Capacity. Nameplate Rating is the 
appropriate measure for this item. The utilities’ rationale is well captured in the TSG 
report.10  
 
In Minnesota, the use of Nameplate Rating, not export capacity, is well established in 
many different situations. Above, we also explained that state statute, Commission 
Rules, and Commission-approved programs frequently have a breakpoint of 40 kW 
for various programs. For example, the Minnesota PURPA Implementation Statute 
(Minn. Stat. § 216B.164) uses the capacity of a Qualifying Facility (QF) for purposes 
of determining the cooperative and municipal utility application of net metering and 
rates for QFs less than 40 kW (Subd. 3, par. a). This statute uses the capacity of a QF 
for purposes of determining the public utility application of net metering and rates for 
QFs having:  

- 40 kW or more capacity but less than 1,000 kW capacity (Subd. 3, par. b and 
Subd. 3a) or  

- capacity of less than 40 kW (Subd. 3, pars. b 6 and d), and 
- capacity of 1,000 kW or more if interconnected to a public utility (Subd. 4). 

 
Given this statute’s specific deference to PURPA and FERC, and the Commission 
rules proxying the FERC definition of QF (Minn. R. 7835. 0100, Subp. 19), and given 
that this statute refers to the capacity of the QF for purposes of applying net metering 
and other related purposes, the FERC approach to determining the capacity of a QF 
applies to Minnesota.  
 
FERC considers the “power production capacity” of a QF to be the maximum net 
output of the facility that can be safely and reliably achieved under the most favorable 
anticipated design conditions.11 In particular, we draw attention to Row 7b at the 
capacity calculation table on page 10 of FERC Form 556 which states:  

 
10 NOTICE OF COMMENT (April 10, 2026) Attachment A at p13. 
11 See FERC Form 556, https://www.ferc.gov/media/form-no-556 p. 10. Further, note that the capacity of a 
QF is determined by FERC to be the “net power production capacity,” but when the same related owner has 
more than one PV system within one-mile (or in some circumstances up to within 10 miles) the QF capacity 
is the aggregate total sum of the net power production capacity from this set of inverters and this is to be 
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7b Parasitic station power used at the facility to run equipment which is necessary and 
integral to the power production process (boiler feed pumps, fans/blowers, office or 
maintenance buildings directly related to the operation of the power generating facility, 
etc.). If this facility includes nonpower production processes (for instance, power 
consumed by a cogeneration facility's thermal host), do not include any power 
consumed by the non-power production activities in your reported parasitic station 
power.12  
 

We emphasize the last several lines of the above excerpt, which show that nonpower 
production processes are not to be netted out of the calculation of the net electric 
power capacity calculation for the facility.  
 
FERC has specified that “[t]he net output of the facility is its send out after subtraction of the 
power used to operate auxiliary equipment in the facility necessary for power generation (such as 
pumps, blowers, fuel preparation machinery, and exciters) and for other essential electricity uses in the 
facility from the gross generator output.” Occidental Geothermal, Inc., 17 FERC ¶ 61,231 at 
61,445 (1981). See also Conn. Valley Elec. Co. v. Wheelabrator Claremont Co., 82 FERC ¶ 
61,116 (1998). In addition, line losses from the QF to the point of interconnection are 
also deducted to determine net output. See id. 
 
Xcel Energy has consistently used “net power production capacity” for determining 
the size of the QF of a single DG system for purposes of: 

 Applying net metering tariffs;  
 Determining eligibility for the $15,000 cost sharing program as specified on 

tariff sheet 10-81.4 for MN DIP applications which are 40 kW AC or less; and,  
 Determining whether a MN DIP application should be in the “priority” or 

“general” queue as specified on tariff sheet 10-81.5 where the priority queue is 
for applications up to 40 kW.  

 
Under this approach, it is assumed that other than load needed to power the inverters, 
there is no other on-site load offset for purposes of determining the net power 
production capacity. The Company also uses this methodology for required reporting 
under Minn. R. 7835.1300, .1400, and .1500 and other reporting. 
 
Further, using Export Capacity for purposes of MN DIP while retaining Nameplate 
Capacity for purposes of determining system size and eligibility for Net Metering 

 
considered as a single QF that is comprised of all of these inverters. See, SunE B9 Holdings (129 FERC ¶ 
61,044), order of October 20, 2016.  
12 See FERC Form 556, https://www.ferc.gov/media/form-no-556 
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under the Uniform Statewide Contract and for the Solar*Rewards program would be 
counterintuitive and lead to situations where one capacity size is used for MN DIP 
and the Interconnection Agreement, while for this same DER a different system size 
would be used for the Uniform Statewide Contract. Answering a simple question such 
as “what is the size of the DER?” would cause confusion with two different answers.  
 
C. In MN DIP Section 5.14.3 Use the Utility Preferred Wording  
 
In MN DIP Section 5.14.3, utilities recommend the following wording:  
 

A DER using an acceptable control method is required to execute an Interconnection 
Agreement and the Export Capacity specified by the Interconnection Customer in the 
Interconnection Agreement will subsequently be included as a limitation in the Interconnection 
Agreement.13  

 
As summarized in the TSG report, we have significant concerns that the current 
Uniform Statewide Contract does not envision Export Capacity.14 The Nameplate 
Rating of a system is a record of the maximum capacity that can be generated at the 
Point of Common Coupling (PCC). Modifications to the Export Capacity of the DER 
at the PCC would impact the operating characteristics and should be recorded. 
Interconnection Agreements must be clear on the agreed upon capacity the DER is 
approved to export based on review or study criteria. 
 
Other stakeholders propose that Interconnection Agreements be limited to the 
Export Capacity of a DER. Xcel Energy and other utilities do not oppose this 
recommendation. However, we feel strongly that MN DIP language must specify that 
there needs to be an acceptable control method to apply the export capacity as a limit 
in the Interconnection Agreement. Without specifying this explicitly in MN DIP, 
utilities run the risk of DERs entering Interconnection Agreements without an 
approved export control method. DERs without recognized acceptable control 
methods can create unacceptable risk to the safety and reliability of the distribution 
system. It is important that utilities have a record and enforceable mechanism to 
ensure DER are limiting their export to the amount reviewed or studied and recorded 
in the Interconnection Agreement. Establishing an Interconnection Agreement of 
adjusted Export Capacity and Acceptable Control Method provides benefits to both 
parties. 
 

 
13 NOTICE OF COMMENT (April 10, 2026), Attachment A at p17. 
14 NOTICE OF COMMENT (April 10, 2026) at p17-18. 
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IV. THE COMMISSION SHOULD NOT EXTEND THE TEMPORARY 
ANNUAL REPORTING ON INTERCONNECTION THROUGH AT 
LEAST 2030 BY MODIFYING THE REQUIREMENT IN THE 
AUGUST 13, 2018 ORDER 

 
In its August 13, 2018 Order, the Commission established annual reporting 
requirements for utilities to show compliance with various MN DIP timelines.15  
Commission Staff provides Xcel Energy a template, updated on an annual basis, that 
incorporates the subparts of Ordering Point 20.  Xcel Energy has reported on the 
required metrics using this template on an annual and quarterly basis.  
 
The provided template does not differentiate between utility milestones and applicant 
milestones for certain processes, such as Completeness Review. For example, the 
template tracks the number of business days from Date A to Date B, but within this 
timeframe there are actions for the utility to take and the applicant to take. If the 
applicant takes more time than allocated, this leads to the misrepresentation that the 
utility is the source of the delay in processing an application and is out of compliance 
with MN DIP. Because it is difficult to identify the Company’s performance on its 
MN DIP milestones in this reporting process, we do not support continuing this 
compliance requirement. The current reporting statistics misrepresent the holistic 
picture of Xcel Energy’s responsiveness to MN DIP requirements. Xcel Energy 
recommends the Commission not extend the annual reporting by modifying the 
requirement in the August 2018 Order.  
  

CONCLUSION 
 

We commend the DGWG subgroup for robust and comprehensive deliberations. 
Below we summarize our key conclusions.  
 

 We recommend the Commission adopt the DGWG TSG’s proposed changes 
to the TIIR.  

 We recommend the Commission adopt the consensus changes to the MN DIP, 
excluding the the changes to MN DIP 1.1.1.1 and 2.1.1. Instead, for these two 
sections we recommend the Commission adopt the following wording:  

 
1.1.1.1  An application to interconnect a certified4, inverter-based DER with a Nameplate 

Rating of 40 kilowatts (kW) or less and an Export Capacity of 20 kilowatts 
(kW) or less shall be evaluated under the Section 2 Simplified Process. 

 
15 Order Establishing Updated Interconnection Process and Standard Interconnection Agreement, Docket No. E-999/CI-
16-521, DECISION ORDER (August 13, 2018), at p31. 
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2.1.1  For Certified, inverter-based DERs with a Nameplate Rating of 40 kW ac or less 

and an Export Capacity of 20 kW ac or less: The Area EPS Operator shall 
comport with the Simplified Process, including the time frames described in that 
process. Simplified Process eligibility does not imply or indicate that a DER will 
pass the Initial Review Screens, failure to pass the screens will route the application 
to the Fast Track Process. 

 For contested issues, we recommend the Commission: 
o Concur that deciding on whether to use Nameplate or Export Capacity 

in MN DIP section 1.1.1 is out of scope.   
o Continue to use Nameplate Rating in MN DIP section 1.1.5.1.2. 
o Concur that MN DIP section 5.14.3 must specify that “A DER using an 

acceptable control method is required to execute an Interconnection 
Agreement and the Export Capacity specified by the Interconnection 
Customer in the Interconnection Agreement will subsequently be 
included as a limitation in the Interconnection Agreement.” 

 We recommend the Commission not extend the annual reporting requirements 
outlined in its August 13, 2018 Order.  

 
Dated: May 01, 2026 
 
Northern States Power Company 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Joshua DePauw, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of 
the foregoing document on the attached list of persons. 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota    

xx electronic filing 

DOCKET NOS. E999/CI-16-521

Dated this 1st day of May 2026 

/s/ ____________________________ 
Joshua DePauw 
Regulatory Administrator 
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