
December 27, 2024 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Mr. William Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission 1221 Seventh Place 
East, Suite 350 Saint Paul, MN 
55101-2147 

Re: In the Matter of the Application of Great River Energy, Otter Tail Power Co., 
Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, Agralite Electric Coop., and the City 
of Benson for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Appleton to Benson 115 
Kilovolt Transmission Line Project 
 MPUC Docket Nos. ET-2,E-017,ET-6135, E-100/CN-24-263; TL-24-264 

Dear Mr. Seuffert 

Great River Energy, Otter Tail Power Company, Western Minnesota Municipal Power 
Agency, Agralite Electric Cooperative, and the City of Benson (together, the “Applicants”) are 
proposing to construct approximately 29 miles of new 115-kilovolt high voltage transmission line 
from the City of Appleton to the City of Benson in Swift County, Minnesota (the “Project”). 
Applicants respectfully submit their Joint Application for a Certificate of Need and a Route Permit 
(“Application”) to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”). The Route Permit 
Application is submitted under the alternative permitting procedures of Minn. R. 7850.2800 to 
7850.3900.  

Enclosed for filing please find the Applicants’ Joint Application for the Project in Swift 
County, Minnesota, with public Appendices A-H, J, and L-N, and PUBLIC and NONPUBLIC 
versions of Appendices I, K, and O.   

In accordance with Minnesota Rules, part 7829.0500, and Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13, 
Applicants have designated portions of Appendix I and Appendix O as NONPUBLIC DATA–
NOT FOR PUBLIC DISCLOSURE because they contain confidential security information, as 
defined by Minn. Stat. § 13.37(1)(a). The public disclosure or use of this information creates an 
unacceptable risk of disruption to the electrical grid. Thus, Applicants maintain this information 
as nonpublic pursuant to Minn. Rule 7829.0500, subp. 3. Given the need to include nonpublic 
information, Applicants have prepared and are electronically filing both NONPUBLIC and public 
versions of Appendix I and Appendix O.  Likewise, Applicants have designated portions of 
Appendix K as NONPUBLIC DATA–NOT FOR PUBLIC DISCLOSURE because it contains 
sensitive cultural resource information. The Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office Manual 
for Archaeological Projects in Minnesota provides for restricted access to sensitive cultural 
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resource information. Given the need to include nonpublic information, Applicants have prepared 
and are electronically filing both NONPUBLIC and public versions of Appendix K. 

The documents referenced above have also been electronically filed today through 
www.edockets.state.mn.us. Applicants are also providing two hard copies of the Application to 
the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) 
staff. Application fees will follow under separate cover. A copy of this filing is also being served 
upon the persons as designated on the Official Service List of record and the general service lists, 
as applicable.  

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this filing.  

Sincerely, 

/s/ Haley Waller Pitts 

Haley L. Waller Pitts 
Direct Dial: 612.492.7443 
Email: hwallerpitts@fredlaw.com 



Notice of Intent by Great River Energy, 
Otter Tail Power Company, Western 
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, 
Agralite Electric Cooperative, and the 
City of Benson to Submit a Route Permit 
Application under the Alternative 
Permitting Process for the Appleton to 
Benson Transmission Line Project in 
Swift County, Minnesota.   

MPUC Docket Nos. ET-2,E-017,ET-6135, 
E-100/CN-24-263; TL-24-264 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Breann L. Jurek certifies that on the 27th day of December, 2024, she e-filed on behalf of 
Applicants, a true and correct copy of the following documents:   

1. Applicants’ Joint Application for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Appleton
to Benson 115 Kilovolt Transmission Line Project, including Figures, Public Appendices
A-O and Nonpublic Appendices I, K, and O;

2. Notice of Application; and

3. Certificate of Service,

with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission via eDockets (www.edockets.state.mn.us).  Said 
documents were also served on the Official Service List of record and the general service lists, as 
applicable, on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission and as attached hereto. 

 Executed on:  December 27, 2024 Signed:  /s/ Breann L. Jurek 
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 
60 South Sixth Street 
Suite 1500 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
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 !"# $%&'()*% +"#",-./")0*(1 234$5 67782*(/*("9':"#5;<9'�=88>&'%�4("<(<'3?@�77ABBC%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9H !".')�!0I'(9("%& +".')0J'(9("%&,)9<%)*%0-*. 5KL?5M?GG4 78�5�N9O�5959'�PN883<%%'"/*D<)3?@�77B8PC%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9Q 3'D<))" I<(-O .J<(-O,;.%0'&; 2D'"%�>%'(1#R')*;(-'K'".) %;DD�%;DD@�%;DDC%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9S T"E<& I<(UO*DV &"E<&0J<(UO*DV,)9"9'0.%0;) 3?T'/"(9.'%9*W�2*..'(-' 5;<9'�788X7�69O�4D"-'>")9590�4";D�3?@77=8=YP=ZXC%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9[ 3<-O'DD'\0 I<))*%%'99'.<-O'DD'0J<))*%%'99',O&(<%-0-*. ]TR>%1<%''(<%1@L%-0 F*D&'%�]<DD)MWW<-'�2'%9'(68=�̂'%<"$E'�5�59'N883<%%'"/*D<)3?@�77B=NC%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9_ I0$%&('̀ I(*̀ % J(*̀ %0"%&('̀ ,&*()'#0-*. T*()'#�a:O<9%'#�GG4 5;<9'�=78878�5*;9O5<b9O�59(''93<%%'"/*D<)3?@�77B8PY=BZXC%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9c 2O(<)9<%" I(;)E'% -J(;)E'%,W('&D"̀0-*. \('&(<U)*%I#(*% N8�5�N9O�5959'�=7883<%%'"/*D<)3?@�77B8PYBB88C%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9d 4C2 2$M -*%);.'(0/;-,)9"9'0.%0;) 4;JD<-�C9<D<9<')2*..<))<*% 2*%);.'($WW"<()�MWW<-'=P=�69O�4D"-'>�5;<9'�A78590�4";D�3?@77=8=C%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9e I<DD 2**U J-**U,(/;0*(1 R*-O')9'(4;JD<-C9<D<9<') B888�>")9R<E'(�R*"&?>R*-O')9'(3?@�77Z8NC%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9 f!*O% 2("%' +*O%-("%'W<)O<%1,1."<D0-*. \<)O<%1 =P78�:''F̀ ";)�TR5:I'.<&+<�3?@7NN8=C%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9  F'*(1' 2(*-U'( 1̀ <DD-,%"̀ *0*(1 ?*(9O$.'(<-"%:"9'(�MWW<-' 78ZA�g'"9)$E'%;'G"U'�>D.*3?@�778BPC%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9 HKO*.") T"E<) "9&"E<)=Z6P,*;9D**U0-*. Y ==N=�789O$E'5O'(J;(%3?@�7N=6=C%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9 Q3<U' T'DD"4'%%" .&'DD"/'%%",1**1D'0-*. %;DD�%;DD@�%;DDC%<9'&�59"9') >D'-9(*%<-5'(E<-' ?* 445$F'%'("DG<)9

=PhP6hPB@�=8i=7�$3 $DD�3'.J'()O</)�j�'\<D<%1

O99/)ihh̀`̀ 0'&*-U'9)0)9"9'0.%0;)h)'(E<-'YD<)9)hAW6"NW6ZYNBP&YB7&XY"===YZ"BXAP'&A=Z"h.'.J'()O</) =hB
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