
 

     
 
June 11, 2014 

    ⎯ VIA ELECTRONIC FILING ⎯ 
         
Dr. Burl W. Haar    
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN  55101-2147 
 
RE: PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO A POWER PURCHASE 
 AGREEMENT WITH BEST POWER INTL., LLC 

DOCKET NO. E002/M-14-___ 
 
Dear Dr. Haar: 
 
Enclosed is our Petition requesting approval of the First Amendment to the Power 
Purchase Agreement (PPA) between Xcel Energy and Best Power Intl., LLC which 
would increase the facility’s nameplate capacity from 400 to 500 MW of solar 
generation.   
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service list.   
 
Please contact me at (612) 330-7529 or paul.lehman@xcelenergy.com if you have any 
questions regarding this filing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
PAUL J LEHMAN 
MANAGER, REGULATORY COMPLIANCE & FILINGS 
 
Enclosure 
c:  Service List 

414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55401



 1

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
BEFORE THE  

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 

Beverly Jones Heydinger
David C. Boyd  
Nancy Lange 
Dan Lipschultz 
Betsy Wergin 

 Chair 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF  
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY 
FOR APPROVAL OF THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO THE POWER PURCHASE 
AGREEMENT WITH BEST POWER INTL., 
LLC 

  DOCKET NO. E002/M-14-___

PETITION

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits this 
Petition requesting approval of the First Amendment to the Power Purchase 
Agreement with Best Power Intl., LLC for 500 kW of solar generation.  The 
Company requests the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission find that this 
Amendment is reasonable and in the public interest for the following reasons: 
 

• The amended Best Power PPA continues to comply with Minn. Stat.  
§ 216B.1691 (renewable energy objectives) and can be used to meet the 
Company’s obligations under that statute; 

• Costs related to the amended Best Power PPA continue to be subject to review 
for recovery through the Company’s Fuel Clause Rider, pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
§ 216B.1645; and 

• This amended PPA continues to be subject to ongoing prudence review 
through the annual automatic adjustment reports. 

 
The First Amendment increases the nameplate capacity of the Best Power project 
from 400 kW to 500 kW.  We have included a copy of the executed First Amendment 
as Attachment A.  We believe this amendment to the Best Power PPA is reasonable 
because the project has recently been approved for a Renewable Development Fund 
(RDF) grant to increase its capacity using new technology.  Furthermore, the Solar 
Energy Standard (SES) legislation passed in 2013 requires the Company to provide a 
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larger quantity of solar power than is currently in our portfolio.  This increase in 
nameplate capacity will help achieve the SES. 
 
We believe this amendment is in the public interest and respectfully request the 
Commission approve the First Amendment.   
   
In this Petition, we outline:  

• The Project background; 
• The terms of the First Amendment; and  
• Why we believe the First Amendment is reasonable and should be approved. 

 
I. SUMMARY OF FILING 
 
A one-paragraph summary of this filing accompanies this petition pursuant to 
Minnesota Rule 7829.1300, subp. 1. 
 
II. SERVICE ON OTHER PARTIES 
 

Pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7829.1300, subp. 2, we have electronically filed this 
document with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, and copies have been 
served on the parties on the attached miscellaneous electric service list.  
 
III.  GENERAL FILING INFORMATION 
 
Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.1300, subp. 3, Xcel Energy provides the following required 
information. 
 
A. Name, Address, and Telephone Number of Utility 

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55401 
(612) 330-5500 

 
B. Name, Address, and Telephone Number of Utility Attorney 

James R. Denniston 
Assistant General Counsel  
Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall, 5th Floor 
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55401 
(612) 215-4656 
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C. Date of Filing and Proposed Effective Date of Rates  
 
Xcel Energy submits this petition for approval on June 11, 2014. 
 
D. Statute Controlling Schedule for Processing the Filing 
 
Because no determination of Xcel Energy’s general revenue requirement is necessary, 
this filing falls within the definition of a miscellaneous tariff filing under Minn. R. 
7829.0100, subp. 11. Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0100, subps. 1 and 4, initial 
comments on a miscellaneous tariff filing are due within 30 days of filing, and replies 
are due 10 days from the expiration of the original comment period.  We request 
prompt approval to allow for implementation of the increase in nameplate capacity by 
late 2014 or early 2015.  
 
E. Utility Employee Responsible for Filing 

Paul J Lehman 
Manager, Regulatory Compliance & Filings 
Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall, 7th Floor 
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55401 
612-330-7529 

 
IV.  MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION  
 
Pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7829.0700, Xcel Energy requests that the following 
persons be placed on the Commission’s official service list for this matter: 
 

James R. Denniston 
Assistant General Counsel  
Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall, 5th Floor 
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55401 
james.r.denniston@xcelenergy.com 

SaGonna Thompson 
Records Analyst 
Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall, 7th Floor 
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55401 
Regulatory.records@xcelenergy.com 

 
V. DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF FILING 
 
A. Project Background  
 
Best Power is currently a 400 kW solar project located at St. John’s Abbey and 
University in Stearns County in Collegeville, MN.  Best Power is a single-purpose 
entity created by project participants to construct, own and operate this solar 
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generation system.  The PPA for solar generation with Best Power was the result of 
contract negotiations for the purchase of energy from a project selected to receive a 
grant award from Xcel Energy’s Renewable Development Fund (RDF) 1 program in 
2008.2  The Company submitted a request for approval of the Best Power PPA on 
December 30, 2009.  The PPA was approved in Docket No. E002/M-09-1481 by the 
Commission on June 25, 2010.  In that Order, the Commission also approved an 
interconnection agreement with Best Power and the Order of St. Benedict at St. 
John’s Abbey, an electric service agreement with Best Power, and an addendum to an 
existing ESA with the Order of St. Benedict. 
 
B. Relevant Amendment Terms 
 
Under the terms of the original PPA with Best Power, the nameplate capacity of the 
solar facility was 400 kW.  The First Amendment updates the stated Committed 
Nameplate Capacity from 400 kW to 500kW3 in several sections of the PPA and its 
appendices.4  The PPA term continues to be 20 years, Year 5 having begun on May 
26, 2014, and the pricing was not adjusted as a result of the First Amendment. 
 
The original Best Power solar generation facility was approved in the RDF program’s 
third cycle.  Best Power is increasing the nameplate capacity of its facility after 
applying for and receiving an RDF grant in the fourth cycle grant round, approved by 
the Commission in its March 11, 2014 Order in Docket No. E002/M-12-1278.  The 
original facility uses a motorized horizontal-axis tracking array, and the modules sit on 
beams that rotate east to west on a horizontal axis throughout the day, following the 
path of the sun.  The new array will incorporate fixed-tilt technology and provide an 
on-site, side-by-side comparison of competing solar technologies between the original 
array and the new array. 
 
The Commercial Operation Date for the added array is expected to be late 2014 or 
early 2015. 
 

                                           
1 The RDF program was established in 1994 by the Minnesota legislature.  As a condition of storing spent nuclear fuel in 
dry casks at both the Prairie Island plant and the Monticello Nuclear Power Plant, Minn. Stat. 116C.779 currently 
requires the Company to transfer $26.0 million annually to the RDF account.  The purpose of RDF is to provide 
financial support for new and emerging renewable energy production projects as well as renewable energy research and 
development projects.   
2 The Commission approved an RDF cycle three grant award in the amount of $1,994,000 for Best Power’s solar project 
in its Order dated April 1, 2008 (Docket No. E002/M-07-675). 
3 As stated in the RDF grant request for this project expansion, Best Power is adding 198 kW to the existing 400 kW 
solar facility.  However, the capacity for the project will be limited by the 500 kW rating of the existing inverter. 
4 Article II, 2.5 and Appendices C & D 
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C. Reasonableness of the First Amendment 
 
The First Amendment to the Best Power PPA is reasonable because the pricing 
remains consistent from the original PPA approved by the Commission, thus 
protecting our customers from any cost increases.  While the added nameplate 
capacity may mean that more energy is purchased from this solar facility than 
presently, any energy purchases made from the new array will help the Company meet 
the Solar Energy Standard (SES) which requires that 1.5 percent of retail sales be from 
solar generation by the year 2020.  Because the new array will be built to provide a 
comparison with the current array, the metering equipment will allow Best Power to 
track the new generation, which qualifies under the SES, separately from the 
generation at the original array, which would not qualify for the SES as it was in 
service before the legislation was enacted. 
 
Furthermore, this project has been funded by the Company’s RDF program and the 
grant award to Best Power has been already approved by the Commission.  The 
project has been vetted by the Commission as acceptable for purposes of the RDF 
grant award. 
 
VI. EFFECT OF PROJECT ON XCEL ENERGY REVENUE 
 
No net change in revenue to Xcel Energy in the Minnesota jurisdiction will result 
from this PPA amendment.  Pursuant to Minn. Stat. §216B.1645, the Minnesota 
portion of these energy costs will continue to be recovered through the Fuel Cost 
Charge of the Fuel Clause Rider.  The costs will be recovered through similar 
mechanisms in the other states we serve.   
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Xcel Energy respectfully requests the Commission approve the First Amendment to 
the Best Power Intl, LLC PPA.  We believe the First Amendment is reasonable and in 
the public interest as it will not result in any additional costs to our customers and will 
help the Company to satisfy the Solar Energy Standards set forth in Minn. Stat. § 
216B.1691.  Approval of this amendment is consistent with past Commission 
approvals and will assist the Company in meeting the requirement to serve 1.5 percent 
of our retail customer load with solar energy by 2020.  Therefore, the Company 
respectfully requests the Commission find that: 
 

• The First Amendment to the Best Power PPA is reasonable and in the public 
interest; and 
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• This amended PPA is subject to ongoing prudence review through the annual 
automatic adjustment reports. 

 
Dated:  June 11, 2014 
 
Northern States Power Company 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
/s/ 
 
PAUL J LEHMAN 
MANAGER, COMPLIANCE AND FILINGS  
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IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF  
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY 
FOR APPROVAL OF THE FIRST 
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 DOCKET NO. E002/M-14-___

PETITION

 
 

SUMMARY OF FILING 
 
Please take note that on June 11, 2014, Northern States Power Company, doing 
business as Xcel Energy, filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission a 
Petition for approval of the First Amendment to the Power Purchase Agreement 
(PPA) between Xcel Energy and Best Power Intl., LLC which would increase the 
facility’s nameplate capacity from 400 to 500 MW of solar generation 



FIRST AMEND1VIENT
TO

SOLAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT
BETWEEN

BEST POWER INTL. ~ LLC

NORTH~I~T STATES POWER COMPANY

This Fh’st Amendment to Solar Power Purchase Agreement (this "Fh’st Amendment") is
el~tered into as of this ~ day of ~ 2014 (the "Effective Date"), hy and between Best Pow,er
Intl., LLC ("Seller"), and Northern States Fewer Company, a Minnesota eo~oration with headquarters m
Mi~meapelis, Minn~ota ("NBP"); Selt~r and NSP are hereinafter referred to individually as a "Party" and
collectively as the "Pat~ies". Unless otherwise defined here’m, capitalized terms shall be given their
respective meanings as set forth in the SPPA,

WHEREAS, Seller and NSP are parties to that certain Solar Power Purchase Agxeement dated as
of December 1, 2009 as amended (the "SPPA") and;

WIt~REAS, the Parties desire to amend the SPPA by increasing the capacity of the Plant fi’om
400 kW to 500 kW.

NOW, TIISEREFORE~ in coaslderation of tim mutual covenauts herek~ contained, the
suffieieney and adequacy of which are hereby acknowledged, the Parties hereby agree as follows:

1. Section 1.34, Plant, shall be deleted in its entkety and replaced with the following:

Plant: The 500 kW photovoltaio solar generat’mg facility mvned and operated by SelIel; including the
Intereonneetion Facilities required to deliver the Net Energy of the Plant to the Point of Intercoaneetion.

2.     Section 2.5, Committed Nameplate Capacity, shall be deleted in its entirety mid replaced wifl~ the
following’.

2.5 Commilted NamepIate Capacity. Seller agrees that the Cmmni~ed Namephte Capaelty shall be
500 kW. Seller shall limit the actual electrical deliveries fi’om the Plant m~der thls Ageement to no more
than 500 kW.

3 Appendix C of the SPPA is hereby replaced with a new Appendix C, attached hereto.

Docket No. E002/M-14-___ 
Attachment A 
Page 1 of 6



4 Appendix D o5 tim SPPA is hereby replaced with a new Appendix D, attached hereto.

5.     !VEPUC Approval. This First Amendment shali be effective as of the date that an order
granting MPUC approval is in effect. NSP agrees to file this First Amendment within 30 Days after
sxeantio~ of this First Amendment and shall reqngst Negative Checkoff Approval for this F~st
Amendment. If Negative CheckoffApprnval does not occur for any reason, thls First Amendment shall
be subject to’such consideration and approval as may be detel~ined by the MPUC, and the Parties agree "
to use commercially reasonable efforts to seek stmh approval.

(a)    NSP shall use commercially reasonable effol~s to obtain MPUC approval of fliis
First Amendment and that NSP’s purchase under the PPA as amended hereunder is reasonable
and in ~e public interest subjeot only MPUC’s rlg1~t tb ongoing prndaney review of NSP’s
purchase hereunder.

(b)    Notwithstanding anythihg to the eontrmy contained in this First Amendment or
in the PPA, ha the event that the MPUC rejects MPUC approval, imposes conditions on MPUC
approval that are unsatisfactox7 to NSP in its sole disoretion, othm~viso deellnea to approve this
First Amendment, or fails to render a decision wlthha two hundred forty (240) days following
NSP’s filing of this First Amendment, then the FPA shall remain ha full forc~ and ~ffect i~
accordance with its terms.

6.     GoverninR Law This First Amendment shall be governed by and interpreted in
aceordm~ce with the laws of the State of Mimiesota applicable to conveners made and to be perfoaTned in
the State of Mitmesota,

.[Stgnatm’es follow on the nextpage.]

-2-
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Fh’st Amendment to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota
Corporation

Tim Kawakaml
Dh’ector, Purchased Power
Xcel Energy Se~"cices Inc., as agent
for No~hern States Power Company

-3-
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APPENDIX D

DESCRIPTION 0~" TI~ SITE

Power Infl, LLC
RDF 400kW
Solar Array

D-I
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I

RDF 400kW
8o1~ Array

D-2
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APPENDIX C

DIAGRAM OF POINT O~ DELIVERY

RD~ ~{OOk~
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Theresa Sarafolean, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing 
document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota      

 
 xx electronic filing 
 

 
DOCKET NOS. E002/M-14-___  

     MISCELLANEOUS ELECTRIC SERVICE LIST 
     
Dated this 11th day of June 2014 
 
/s/ 
____________________________ 
Theresa Sarafolean 
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