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Dear Ms. Bergman, 
 

Attached are the reply comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) in the following 
matter: 

In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s 2023 Integrated Distribution Plan. 

The Petition was filed by Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail or the Company) on October 3, 2025. The 
Department and the Clean Energy Groups filed Initial Comments on November 18, 2025. 
 
The Department continues to recommend approval and is available to answer any questions the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission may have. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ Dr. SYDNIE LIEB                                                      
Assistant Commissioner of Regulatory Analysis    
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Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce 
 

Docket No. E017/M-23-380 
 

I. INTRODUCTION  

OTP filed its Petition for approval of a new Electric Vehicle Charging Rider (EVCR) and the 
corresponding tariff (Petition) on October 3, 2025. The Company also proposes to recover the 
Company’s investments and expenses related to its proposed EVCR within its Energy Conservation 
Optimization Program (ECO).1 OTP states the program will offer an additional option for EV customers 
interested in participating in its demand control programs.2 The Company states EVCR is designed to 
reduce both upfront installation costs and ongoing electricity bills for participants; OTP states the EVCR 
will allow the Company to actively manage EV charger operation during periods of high economic and 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) system capacity costs to enhance grid reliability 
and efficiency.3 
 
The Company states that the proposed EVCR is designed to target customers with a Level 2 EV charger 
that only have one residential or farm service meter at their residence. The Company will install a load 
control switch for customers participating in the EVCR rate. The customer will be required to connect 
any EV charger on the premise to the Company-provided load control switch to ensure that EV 
charging ceases when signaled.4 The Company’s load control switch would be dedicated to the 
customer’s EV and will not impact any other customer equipment on the premise.5 
 

II. PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND   

October 3, 2025 Otter Tail Power Company filed its Petition for approval of a new Electric 
Vehicle Charging Rider and the corresponding tariff. OTP proposes to 
recover costs and investments related to EVCR through ECO.6 
 

October 15, 2025 The Commission files its Notice of Comment Period in the present docket 
to address the issue of “Should the Commission approve Otter Tail Power 

 

1 In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s 2023 Integrated Distribution Plan, Otter Tail Power Company, Petition for 
Approval of new Electric Vehicle Charging Rider, October 3, 2025, Docket No. E017/M-23-380, (eDockets) 202510-223593-
01 (hereinafter “Petition”) at 1.  
2 Id., at 2. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Id., at 5. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Petition. 

https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B600EAC99-0000-CA15-9085-135B18E0E02E%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=2
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B600EAC99-0000-CA15-9085-135B18E0E02E%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=2


Docket No. E017/M-23-380 
Analyst(s) assigned: Mark Johnson, Justin Taylor, Anthony Fryer, Rachel Wiedewitsch 
 
 
 

2 

Company’s (Otter Tail Power) petition for a new Electric Vehicle Credit 
Rider (EVCR) and the corresponding tariff?”7 
 

November 18, 2025 The Department and the Clean Energy Groups filed initial comments. 
 

Topic(s) open for comment:  

• Should the Commission approve Otter Tail Power’s proposed EVCR?  

• Should the Commission approve Otter Tail Power’s proposed tariff pages implementing the 
EVCR? 

• Are there any concerns with Otter Tail Power’s proposal to recover costs relating to the EVCR 
through the Energy Conservation Optimization (ECO) Program and the corresponding rider? 

• Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 

III. DEPARTMENT ANALYSIS  

A. SUPPORT OF CLEAN ENERGY GROUPS 

The Department appreciates the comments and involvement of the Clean Energy Groups (CEGs) in the 
present docket and offers support for several of their recommendations. 
 

A.1. Level 2 Charger Rebates 

The Department appreciates the recommendation of the CEGs that the Commission require OTP to 
extend eligibility of its Level 2 charger rebates to customers who are looking to take service under the 
OTP’s EV Credit Rider.8 The Company’s Level 2 Charger rebates are part of the Company’s ECO 
portfolio.9 As such, the Department recommends the Company consider expanding access to the Level 
2 charger rebates for customers seeking service under EVCR when it files for modification of its ECO 
Triennial. 

A.2. Targeted Communications 

The Department supports the recommendation of the CEGs that the Commission require OTP to target 
its communication of the EV Credit Rider to customers that own and EV and are not on a managed 
charging rate.10 In its Petition, the Company included a Electric Vehicle Credit Rider Customer notice at 
Attachment 211 that it would include as a bill insert to all customers, however, targeted 
communications to the most relevant customers is most likely to increase voluntary enrollment on the 
rate. 

 

7 In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s 2023 Integrated Distribution Plan, Notice of Comment Period, October 15, 
2025, Docket No. E017/M-23-380, (eDockets) 202510-223935-01 (hereinafter “Notice”). 
8 In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s 2023 Integrated Distribution Plan, Clean Energy Groups, Initial Comments, 
November 18, 2025, Docket No. E017/M-23-380, (eDockets) 202511-225051-01, (hereinafter “CEG Initials”) at 2. 
9 In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s 2024-2026 Energy Conservation and Optimization Triennial Program, Otter 
Tail Power Company, Compliance Filing, January 30, 2024, Docket No. E017/CIP-23-094, (eDockets) 20241-202984-01 at 114 
and 117. 
10 CEG Initials at 2. 
11 Petition, at Attachment 2. 

https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B8023E899-0000-C913-B783-DEBA660DC95E%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=1
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B50EF989A-0000-CE15-B091-B57756C3B51D%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=2
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7BC0565C8D-0000-C010-A5F2-7B81B0CB3FB1%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=17
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The Department recommends the Commission require OTP to initiate targeted EVCR 
communications with OTP customers that are EV owners and not yet enrolled in a managed charging 
rate.  

A.3. Multi-family Dwelling Units 

 
The Department appreciates the CEGs’ recommendation to require OTP to explore if the EVCR 
technology could be deployed in multi-family settings. The Department agrees that continued 
discussion of EV charging access for multi-dwelling units in OTP territory is important. The Department 
highlights that multi-dwelling unit charging generally is a topic of discussion within the Company’s 
Transportation Electrification Plan now filed and open for comment in Docket No. E017/M-25-141.12 
The Department does not have a recommendation at this time but looks forward to continued 
discussion in the Transportation Electrification Plan. 

IV. DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS  

Based on analysis of the Petition and the information in the record, the Department has prepared 
recommendations, which are provided below. The recommendations correspond to the subheadings 
of Section III above. 

A. SUPPORT OF CLEAN ENERGY GROUPS 

• The Department recommends the Commission require OTP to initiate targeted EVCR 
communications with OTP customers that are EV owners and not yet enrolled in a managed 
charging rate.  

B.  RECOMMENDATIONS FROM INITIAL COMMENTS 

• The Department recommends the Commission approve OTP’s EVCR. 

• The Department recommends the Commission approve the Company’s proposed tariff pages. 

• The Department recommends the Commission require OTP further investigate the feasibility of 
adding an opt-out capability to its rate design in the future and provide additional detail on its 
“system limitations”13 and a timeline for when the opt-out capability could be implemented. 

 
 
 

 

12 In the Matter of Distribution System Planning for Otter Tail Power Company, Transportation Electrification Plan, Otter Tail 
Power Company, October 31, 2025, Docket No. E017/M-25-141, (eDockets) 202510-224477-01. 
13 Petition at 7. 

https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B20363B9A-0000-C315-BDDC-7520C5E9025C%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=7
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