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MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: Ckay. Hell o. Good
eveni ng.

My nane is Craig Janezich and | work with
the M nnesota Public Uilities Commssion. This is
the Public Informati on and Scopi ng Meeting for the
Bi rch Coul ee Sol ar Project.

This is our neeting agenda.

The first thing we're going to do is do
an introduction and | ook at the permt review
application process. The project Applicant is going
to take us through their project and tal k about the
project. And then the Departnent of Commerce is
going to give us an overview of how they do an
environnental review for projects. And then we'l|l
open it up for any questions or comments you all
have for the Applicant, the Departnent of Commerce,
or nyself at the PUC

The proposed project is a 125 negawatt
sol ar energy generating system |It's |located on
approxi mately 768 acres over a 1,000-acre site.
There will be a transm ssion line, a short 115 kV
transm ssion line as part of the project as well.

The project is defined as a Large
El ectric Power CGenerating Plant because it's over 50

megawatts. And because it's over that point, the
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Public Utilities Comm ssion is responsible for
licensing and permtting it and maki ng a deci sion on
t he project.

Wien t he Conmm ssion nakes a deci sion on
the project, there are over 12 factors that we
consider and they're part of the environnmental
review. Noise, aesthetics, public health, safety,
| and use conflicts. Those are all things and many
nore that are part of the environnental reviewthat
you' || hear about later on from Lauren that the
Conmmi ssion takes those factors when naking a
determ nati on on a project.

This is an estimate of the overall
schedul e for the project. The public hearing
adm ni strative | aw judge report and Conmm ssion
consi deration, those are all tentative dates. It
w || be dependent on when an administrative | aw
judge is avail able, but that's our best guess as to
the tineline for the permtting deci sion.

Again, ny nane is Craig Janezich, and |I'm
an Energy Facilities Planner at the Public Uilities
Comm ssion. Here's ny nane, enmil, and phone
nunber. And there's a business card on the desk on
your way out that you certainly can grab it so if

you think of a question |later on that you're
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wondering about. | have a coll eague who also is
helping ne wwth this project and his nane is Trevor
Cul bertson, and his contact information is on the
slide, too. And the slide show is available on that
tabl e, so you can get a copy of that information in
that as well.

| think the Applicant -- | think you need
to use the mc for the court reporter's benefit.

MR SCOTT GROUX: Ckay. Thank you.

All right. Wlcone all to this public
scoping neeting. W are excited to be here to
provi de an overvi ew of the Birch Coul ee Sol ar

Proj ect.

AES O ean Energy has experience devel opi ng, owni ng,
and operating renewabl e energy sites across the
country with a total of 7.9 gigawatts in operation
and 51 gigawatts devel oped. For the Birch Coul ee
Sol ar project, AES Cean Energy is the parent
conpany and Birch Coul ee Solar, LLC, is an affiliate

of AES C ean Energy.
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Next sli de.

As a high | evel overview of the project,
the Birch Coul ee Solar project is located in Birch
Cool ey, Canp, and Bandon Townshi ps, and a portion is
wthin the city of Franklin limts. The point of
interconnection is the existing Xcel Energy Franklin
substation | ocated north of H ghway 19. Anbng ot her
reasons, the project |location was sel ected due to
the proximty to the existing substation, such that,
a long transm ssion line is not necessary to connect
the project to the grid.

The project includes parcels from ni ne
participating | andowners and has a full boundary of
1,042 acres as shown by the thick black line on the
map. However, during operations the project
footprint is expected to be approximately 768 acres
of that area.

As an update to the project key m | estone
dates, due to broad grid system updates that nust be
pl aced in service before the project can deliver
power, the project construction has been del ayed
until 2028, and the project is expected to begin
operating in 2030.

The anticipated |ifespan of the project

is at least 30 years, the length of the site permt.
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At the end of the project |ifespan, we would
deconm ssi on the project, which involves renoving
aboveground and bel ow ground equi pnent i n accordance
w th | andowner agreenent, and we woul d post a bond
to cover the cost of decomm ssi oni ng.

Next sli de.

We include a schematic image here to
di scuss how a project |like Birch Coul ee Sol ar
operates. Sunlight shines on the panels, which
generates direct current electricity as they rotate
to track the sun's position throughout the day. The
direct current electricity flows through the
inverters, which convert it to alternating current
electricity, which is what the typical househol d
appl i ances use. The AC electricity is gathered and
stepped up at the substation to match the high
voltage of the grid before flowing to the Franklin
substation and then to the utility transm ssion
system

Next sli de.

Focusing in on project details, the
project is an up-to-125-negawatt sol ar energy
generating facility. A project of this size is
anticipated to power approxinately 25,000 M nnesot an

hones per year, offset approxinmately 184,000 netric
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tons of carbon di oxi de equi val ent per year, and
provi de annual revenue for Renville County,

t ownshi ps, the city of Franklin, and the school

district.

O the estinated revenue figures, an
aver age of 250,000 per year -- $250,000 per year
wll conme fromthe production tax. This is a new

tax revenue stream due to the solar project |evied
at $1.20 per negawatt hour. This project will also
provi de jobs for approxinmately 300 workers at the
peak of construction, and three full-tine solar
techni cian jobs during project operations.

On the right-hand side, you can see the
proposed site |l ayout that was showed at our
April 2024 open house. This design incorporates
constraints such as the solar energy system set backs
listed in the Renville County | and use ordi nance and
city of Franklin zoning ordi nance, and avoi ds the
sensitive environnental features that we identified
in our field surveys, including wetlands and wat er
bodi es, treed areas, and areas identified during the
ar cheol ogi cal survey.

Based on the discussions with the city of
Franklin, the southern parcel within the city limts

iIs not included in the operational footprint. The
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yel l ow hashed area is the existing Franklin
substation. The blue shaded areas are the sol ar
panel arrays. The dark green box next to the

exi sting Franklin substation is the project
substation. The snall orange boxes distributed

t hroughout the solar array are the inverters, and
the red areas are the | aydown yards.

For additional context, the operational
footprint of the project is represented by the thick
bl ack line and | ocated north of the existing
transm ssion line, north of State Highway 19. This
is a prelimnary design, and we wll finalize the
design prior to construction.

Next sli de.

Now t hat we have | ooked at Birch Coul ee
Solar's site |layout and tal ked about how sol ar
projects operate, we can pivot to tal k about how t he
pi eces of equi pnent connect and how we construct
t hese projects.

Construction of the Birch Coul ee Sol ar
project is anticipated to take between 12 and
18 nonths to conplete, starting with the initial
nobi | i zati on and preparation of the site. Equi pnent
and materials are delivered to the site over a

course of several nobnths, while crews cl ear
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vegetati on and survey the site to mark boundari es of
t he project conponents.

A key aspect of this stage is installing
erosi on and sedi nent control neasures ahead of any
gradi ng or excavating -- excavation activity to
m nimze the potential for soil erosion and runoff
offsite. Qur civil engineers and contractors
det erm ne how nuch gradi ng may be necessary for a
project like Birch Coul ee where the topography is
relatively flat. W anticipate that any soils can
be noved around onsite.

After the site is graded, assenbly of the
racki ng system begins. The racking consists of
hori zontal steel support beams that wll be oriented
north/south to optimze the sun exposure.

Next sli de.

After the racking systemis aligned and
install ed, the panels can be installed on the steel
support beams, along with the installation of the
ot her el ectrical punp conponents, such as wring
that gathers the DC electricity to the panels,
converters that convert it to AC electricity,
entrenched gathering cables that carry the AC
electricity to the substation. W would al so

construct other project conponents, such as the

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Franklin Public Meeting - 10-9-24 - 23-477 11

facilities that connect the project to the Franklin
substation at the sane tine as the pane
install ati on.

Finally, after the project conponents are
install ed, we would begin the restoration phase,
whi ch 1 ncludes stabilizing the cleared areas wth
top soil and establishing vegetation. For the Birch
Coul ee Sol ar project, we have prepared a draft
veget ati on nmanagenent plan that will be revi ewed by
M nnesot a agencies, and intend to establish native
pollinator-friendly vegetation throughout the site.
While the site is being restored, the equi pnment
undergoes testing to make sure it's operating
properly.

Next sli de.

As part of the site permt application,
we prepared several visual renderings to show what
the project would | ook Iike during operation from
different vantage points. This particular viewis
facing north along 400th Street, which bisects the
proj ect and runs north/south.

The current viewis on the left, and the
operational view of the project facility is shown on
the inage on the right. The setback distance to the

perineter fence is 67 feet fromthe edge of the road
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ri ght-of-way per the county ordi nance, and the
proposed hei ght and style of the perineter fence
woul d be the sane as the fencing that you see around
t he exi sting solar garden south of Franklin.

At this location, the solar facility is
on both sides of the roadway, with the 67-foot
set back di stance and vegetati on outside the fence
line on each side. The draft vegetati on managenent
pl an i ncludes a m xed hei ght native species,

m xed -- sonme nore than four-feet high, outside of
the fence line that will be mai ntai ned during
operations. The project was designed to avoid
clearing trees. So you can see the grove of trees
in the photo is expected to renain during project
oper ati on.

Next sli de.

As we wor ked on designing the project and
preparing the site permt application, we engaged
wth local, state, and federal agencies and tri bes
to gather input and recommendations. |'Ill highlight
a few exanples. Following a project notification
letter, we received recommendati ons and gui dance
fromthe U S Fish and Wildlife Service, U S. Arny
Corps of Engineers, and the Departnment of Natural

Resour ces.
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After we conpl eted the wetl and
del i neation and habitat assessnent field studies to
under stand the existing environnental constraints,
the Renville County Soil and Water Conservation
District approved the results of the wetl and
delineation, and the DNR Natural Heritage review
confirmed no anticipated inpacts to threatened and
endanger ed speci es.

We partnered with the Lower Sioux | ndian
Community and Upper Sioux Conmunity's Tri bal
Hi storic Preservation Oficers on the archeol ogi cal
survey, and received concurrence fromthe state
hi storic preservation office on the results of the
survey. Finally, we coordinated wth the Departnent
of Agriculture on the agricultural inpact mtigation
pl an, and the DNR and EERA on the vegetation
managenent plan that was submtted as appendices to
the site permt application.

Next sli de.

In addition to soliciting feedback and
recomrendati ons from agencies and tri bes, we engaged
with the | ocal townships and city comunity | eaders
and adj acent project neighbors to ask for feedback
to better understand concerns. As we recogni ze due

to the proximty, the project would inpact these
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st akehol ders directly.

A few highlights fromour community
engagenent include hosting the first open house in
Cct ober 2023 to introduce the project, answer
questions, and listen to feedback. Based on the
questions we heard at the first open house and ot her
meeti ngs, we hosted a second open house in
April 2024 to share the project design and how we
i ncor porated and consi dered feedback. Finally, we
prioritized connecting with | ocal community
organi zations to identify partnership opportunities
and ways we can support.

Next sli de.

W have a website where you can find
i nformation about the project. W include the
project e-mail address here. However, please file
your comments with the PUC so that can be included
in the scopi ng docunent.

W want to thank the PUC and EERA for
coordinating this public neeting and providing an
opportunity for the communities to formally coment
on the project and scope of the environnental
assessnent .

Thank you, also, to everyone who joi ned

this neeting tonight. W greatly val ue your i nput
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and conti nued engagenent with the Birch Coul ee Sol ar
project and the permtting process.

Wth that, we will turn the floor over to
t he EERA.

M5. LAUREN AGNEW Great. Thank you.

Hel | o, everyone. M/ nane's Lauren Agnew.
| am the assigned project nanager fromthe
Departnment of Commerce, Energy Environnental Review
and Anal ysis Unit.

Next slide, please.

So our unit acts as technical advisors to
t he Comm ssion, and we are focused on providing
neutral third-party analysis of the potential human
and environnental inpacts of projects such as Birch
Coul ee. W& do not advocate either way for the
acceptance or denial of the project. Qur goal is to
hel p the Comm ssi on nmake i nfornmed deci si ons about
proj ect status.

Next sli de.

So ny main task as the assigned manager
from Commerce is to prepare the environnental
assessnent, and this will be used by the Conmm ssion
as a technical advisory resource for hel ping them
make deci si ons.

An environnmental assessnent is an
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obj ective anal ysis of the proposed Birch Coul ee
project, and in this environnental assessnent, |'l]|
be eval uating both the potential hunman and
envi ronnental inpacts, identifying strategies to
avoid, mnimze, or mtigate said inpacts. Again,
as a neutral third party, |I'mnot advocating either
way for any option. |I'mjust providing the facts
for the Conmm ssion.

Next sli de.

And so one of the main things that hel ps
me prepare this environnental assessnent is public
i nput fromthe comunity that the project is | ocated
in, and this public input focuses our environnental
assessnment on the nost relevant information for your
communi ty.

W have a table of contents that contains
a lot of different topics in our environnental
assessnment, both human and environnental inpacts.
And we are soliciting feedback fromyou, the
community nenbers, the attendants that are attendi ng
toni ght, on your questions, your comments, your
concerns about the various inpacts that you feel
this project mght have on your community, both to
your sel ves and the environnent around you.

And this is really val uabl e because each
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community is unique, and we need this public

f eedback to help identify what is uni que about
Franklin and the surrounding area that | can di scuss
in my environnental assessnent.

Next slide, please.

So how do you comment? So we had --
yesterday at our in-person neeting, we had a verbal
comment period. W'Ill also be having one tonight at
the end of the presentation if anyone feels like
t hey want to, you know, speak to us. You can also
comrent online on our website. There is an open
comment period now for Birch Coul ee on the website
that you can click a button that says "submt a
public comment,” and it sends it directly to ne.

You can al so physically mail or e-mail ne
a cooment. My contact information is listed here
for you. You can also find all of ny contact
informati on on the EERA website under the Birch
Coul ee project page. One note, our comment period
does end at the end of the nonth, so pl ease send ne
your comments by COctober 25th at 4:30 p. m

Next sli de.

All right. Finally, some commenting
etiquette for anyone who would |i ke to speak. W

w Il be doing one speaker at a tine. And when you
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begin your comment, we first need you to state and
spell your nane for our court reporter so she can
get it correct on the record.

Please |imt your coments to a few
m nutes, maintain respect for others, use respectful
| anguage, and direct your comments or questions or
concerns to hunman and environnental inpacts that
woul d be covered under the scope of the
envi ronnent al assessnent.

Next sli de.

So for those of you who are here today,

if you would like to comment, if you are on your

phone, you wll press *3 to add yourself to the
comment queue, and that will show up for us, and you
can press *3 to renove yourself. |If you are using

t he Webex online, you can use the raise hand
function to indicate that you would |i ke to speak,
and we wll see that and can call on you. And then
when you're done, you can use the | ower hand
functi on.

And then if you're using the Wbex
application on your tablet or on your snmartphone,
pl ease use the chat icon and send a nessage that
says you would |i ke to speak, and then we can

prepare it for you to speak. Don't specifically

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Franklin Public Meeting - 10-9-24 - 23-477 19

nmessage the questions in the comments. W want to
hear you specifically speak them so we can get you
on the record.

All right. So with that, we'll start
w th our comment peri od.

I"mgoing to start with the two people
who officially checked that they wanted to speak.

So we'll start wth Nate Runke.

MR. NATE RUNKE: M nane is Nate Runke,
NA-T-E, RU NK-E. | amwith the International
Uni on of QOperating Engi neers Local 49. W're a
| ocal union that represents heavy equi pnent
operators in Mnnesota, North Dakota and South
Dakota. W are about 15, 000 heavy equi pnent
operators in those three states.

And |'"mjust here to nake sure in scoping
deci sions that that workforce side of it is covered.
W' ve seen over the past decades projects between
w nd and sol ar have becone a big part of sonme of our
menbers' lives, how they earn a living. So the
utilization of a local union workforce from our
perspective is a really inportant thing. A |ocal
wor kforce for sure to make sure benefits like this,
that are being created by a project like this, tend

to stay nore in the community they' re comng from
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So that's mainly what U had to say and we can
hopefully get nore comments in.

MS. LAUREN AGNEW (Okay. Next is Chris
Wood.

MR CHRIS WOOD: My nane is Chris Wod
CHRI-S, WO OD.

| have a nunber of comments, actually,
because I'mgoing to be living directly across the
road fromthe project.

And one of ny concerns is does anybody
that has the voting authority actually live next to
one of these sites? And that they woul d have a

feeling of what it's really inpacting and what it's

like.

And is there anything at this point that
could put a halt to the project, like totally just
stop it inits tracks. | nean, | know they've

applied for their permt and everything is quite
vague.

A main concern is the plan, the long-term
pl an for drai nage, because ny property, on both
sides of it, go under the road and through that
whol e solar field all the way to the dredge ditch.

So if that were to fail or need mai ntenance, how are

we going to access that?
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And then, also, is there any way to state
or prove about property val ues? Because the
nei ghbor down the road has had his house up for sale
for a few nonths now, and he's had two peopl e | ook
at it. And that hasn't even had an offer. It's
unfortunate that he can't be here tonight, and he is
quite concerned that it is because of the project
that he has not even had an offer of any sort, not
even a low offer. So, | nean, |'m concerned about
t hat down the road on ny property, that I'mgoing to
have the sane problem

Is there -- and I"mgetting back to the
worker with the union. Wat is the plan for the 300
pl us workers that are going to be in the area?
Wiere are they going to be housed, how are they
going to entertain thenselves in the off time. Are
we going to need extra policing or public service
because of all these extra workers to just keep
t hi ngs safe?

And then being this is such a | arge
proj ect and governed, basically, the permt is going
t hrough the state and nost state projects that I'm
aware of have a prevailing wage. So | don't know if
this project is using prevailing wage or what ki nd

of workers they are using. So, | nean, and where
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are these workers going to be housed, obviously.

Anot her concern is dust control. And if
it's gravel, a lot of the gravel roads right now are
very, very dusty because it is so dry and just from
the normal traffic it's very bad.

And anot her concern wll be what are the
hours of operation that are intended? |If they're
only going to be working on this for 18 nonths, are
they going to go 24/7 or are they going to do like
t hey put on sonme of the m nes around here, where
they can only work from7:00 to 5:00 for noise and
such things? | nean, because we don't really need
post pounding 24/7. | guess |I'd |ike to have that
clarification in witing by soneone.

And the other concern is if we're going
have mles of fencing, how are the wildlife going to
penetrate these mles of fencing when there's only
the road ditch formed around it. Because we're
bl ocking off all the natural access across fields,
and the only way they can get to the water source or
t he dredge ditches are along the ditches when the
f ence goes up.

And then the other concern is fire
protection. I'mnot sure if our local, small fire

departnment is adequately equi pped for nultiple
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transforners and |l arge grass fires and sol ar panel s
that you cannot drive through. | nean, is there
funding or any way to get extra equi pnent for that?

And then you say on the contract side of
things it ends in 30 years. But according to what |
see in your permt -- or application, is the
decomm ssioning is not fully funded until the very
end.

What happens when AES goes out of
busi ness after three or four years and there's no
decomm ssi oni ng fund because it's only 25 percent
funded. And then we're going to have to | ook at
this |i ke southern M nnesota with all the wi ndm ||
bl ades right now that are sitting there because
there's no funding.

And then ny final permt questionis, it
says in their application that they can have five
percent of the area can be noxi ous weeds. That's 50
acres of noxious weeds and that seens like a lot to
me to just let slide.

So that's all | have for concerns. Thank
you.

MS. LAUREN AGNEW  Thank you.

And then we have Fritz.

MR FRI TZ BUSCH: Fritz Busch with the
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New U m Journal. FRI-T-Z B-US CH

The first question is has the | and been
purchased or is it |l eased for the project?

MR SCOTT GROUX: Thanks for the
questi on.

We have a m x of both purchase option
agreenents as well as | ease agreenents. Qur costs
are participating | andowners.

MR FRI TZ BUSCH. Ckay. How many?

MR, SCOTT GROUX: N ne participating

| andowners, both with | ease agreenents and purchase

opti ons.

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH: | should use the
mc, too, | guess.

So the court reporter can get it into the
record, we just really need to get it -- we need to

be sure that Janet hears it, because the
Conmm ssioners actually review the record. And if we
don't have a good, solid record, your concerns or
comments mght not be on it. So please use the
m cr ophone and state and spell your nane.

| know that's a challenge with one mc, I
apol ogi ze for that.

MR FRITZ BUSCH. |Is there a simlar

project like this up and runni ng?
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MR, SCOTT GROUX: Is there a sim|lar
project? Yeah, there would be -- across the state
there are a ot of solar projects. | can't give you
an exact nunber off the top of ny head, but | could
find out for you. Do you have a business card or
sonething? | could |look that up for you for and get
back to you.

MR. FRITZ BUSCH. Yeah. The way I
understand it, there isn't one this size in
M nnesota. That's what |'ve read, but | don't know
for a fact if that's really true.

MR, SCOTT GROUX: No, | believe there are
| arger ones. Yeah. Sherco out by Becker is one.

MR. FRITZ BUSCH: Ckay. This isn't
really a question about this project, but there was
one a few years ago near Mountain Lake that was
going to be solar and wind and very large. | don't
know t he status of that, what that status is, |
haven't heard.

MR SCOTT GROUX: I'malso not famliar
wth that project, but if | get your card I'll | ook
it up for you.

MR FRITZ BUSCH: Are there a | ot of
incentives for this? Is it with the federal

governnment as there are with, for instance, this CQ
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pi pel i ne project, maybe you people have dealt with
t hat and maybe not.

MR SCOTT GROUX: Yeah. So for this
project, currently the devel opnent is backed by the
parent conpany, AES C ean Energy, which is a
publicly traded corporation and private equity is
behi nd the current devel opnent.

As the project goes to construction, we
wll be eligible for federal tax incentives, which
we w Il use to help finance the project. But
currently there is no tax benefits that this project
is seeing and it is currently private equity that is
nmovi ng forward wth the devel opnent.

MR FRITZ BUSCH: So all of that would
have to be -- federal tax incentives is sonething
t hat would have to cone to be, they aren't existing
now, is what you're sayi ng?

MR, SCOTT GROUX: No, there are currently
no federal tax incentives associated with the
pr oj ect .

MR FRITZ BUSCH. Al right.

MS. LAUREN AGNEW  You're good?

Yeah, so cone up one at a tinme, sir.

Cone on up.

MR, SCOTT REFSLAND: Thank you.
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My nane is Scott Refsland, SSCGOT-T,
R-E-F-S-L-A-N-D. |'mhere tonight representing
Renvill e County.

Not so nuch questions, nore conmments
based on the application that was submnmtted.

Renvill e County does appreci ate AES
foll ow ng our setbacks that we have in our
ordinance. W would lIike to see that | anguage
probably added to the permt so that we ensure that
t hose set backs al ways conti nue.

Tile lines are always an inportant topic
that we tal k about. And, again, when we have county
tile lines, we do have a corridor which are going to
be net by the tile lines are going to be a little
nmore difficult. And | know there's sone | anguage in
the draft permt out there that tal ks about that.

W would |like to see | anguage that the conpany woul d
be responsible for repairing for the life of the
project if it's determned that it is found that

t hey caused the problem Sonetines on dry years you
may not see an issue for a couple, three years, so
that's what we would Ii ke to see as | anguage in the
permt.

Fi nanci al assurance is discussed in the

application. They're proposing a little over $3.3
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mllion and not putting any noney up until year ten,
and then 25 percent at a tine. W don't feel that
i's a adequat e nunber for decomm ssioning. W
currently require a $200, 000 bond on one nmegawatt in
Renville County. | understand that 125 and 200, 000
is $25 mlIlion, but we have a fornmula that we go

t hrough and use to determ ne that nunber, and based
on that nunber, and | can get into nore detail when
| submit a witten conment on that, but we woul d be
at $13.5 million just to recycle, if it came back to
county to recycle those panels. That's if it came
back to us and our responsible. W're not in the
busi ness of selling panels so it would be recycle.
So we would like to see in the permit 13 and a half
mllion dollars as a bond, and to start 100 percent
on year one, not on year 10, and 25 percent the next
five years, and then we would |li ke to have a copy of
that bond, which | believe we would if they have a
permt.

Weeds is our concern, too. W know that
when you do native prairie grasses on these it takes
three to four years for a good establishnent. W
have found that weeds have been hard to be
controll ed, and when we do these one negawatts, we

would |i ke to see sone assurance that the weeds are
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controlled in a tinely manner on these sites.

Omership change. | know that that's not
expected at this tinme, but we know that ownership
does change. W would like to be notified, if there
i's an ownershi p change, who the new contact would
be. Although | realize that we would contact the
PUC, we would like to have that contact on hand
al so.

We woul d request that there's a road use
and devel opnent agreenent between Birch Coul ee Sol ar
and Renville County and the affected townshi ps.

And we would |like there to be training
wth our | ocal energency response teans to ensure
that there's safety. |If there is an energency
wthin the site, that they are safe and they can
performtheir duties safely.

And |l astly, on our one negawatts Renville
County has the conponent of screening around the
facility so we would |i ke to see sone screening of
trees al ong residents and roadways.

Thank you.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH. \Whoever i s next nay
proceed. |f anybody el se has anything el se to say,
pl ease cone forward and state and spell your nane.

Thank you.
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M5. M ASIA WST ASI A Hi . My nane is
Masia Wst Asia, spelled MI-A-S-I-A |ast nane,
WI1-S T, space, A-SI-A

So I wanted to ask ny question forever
and | kinda had an outburst. O the nine
| andowners, how nany are you | easing fromand how
many are you buying the |and fronf

MR, SCOTT GROUX: Let ne steal the mc.

Currently we have four purchase option
agreenents and five | ease structure agreenents.

M5. MASIA WST ASIA: There was a
question earlier about the value of land, so I'm
wondering if it will be public information, how nuch
you woul d be purchasing the land for, if you end up
going with the four buy options.

MR, SCOTT GROUX: Those are private
transactions, so the values will not be disclosed
publicly.

M5. MASIA WST ASIA: Ckay. And then
lastly I read sonewhere that during, |ike,
operations, there will be three permanent jobs
avai |l abl e for people; is that correct?

Are you planning to enpl oy those
people -- finding themthrough the 300 that you

originally start out with or are you going to bring
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themin from sonmewhere el se?

MR, SCOTT GROUX: The intent is always to
hire fromthe | ocal workforce when available. So if
part of the 300 workforce during construction is
| ocated here in the Franklin, Redwood Falls area, or
Renvill e County, that would be a preference. And,
yeah, that is the preference, is to be able to hire
fromthat workforce.

M5. MASIA WST ASIA: M final follow up
for that one is what are the -- what are the exact
nanes of the positions that you will be hiring for
for the three pernmanent positions?

MR, SCOTT GROUX: So we usually Iist
t hose positions with AES Cl ean Energy as sol ar
technicians. W are an owner and operator, so those
t hree sol ar technici ans woul d be underneat h AES
Cl ean Energy.

M5. MASIA WST ASIA: GCkay. Thank you.

MR. CRAIG JANEZICH If anybody el se
woul d |i ke to speak, please conme forward.

"1l give you a couple mnutes. 1"l
circle back. W'Il|l take a couple mnutes and come
back to see if there's any questions you may have,
so we'll take a break, if that's okay.

(Break taken from6:50 to 6:55.)

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Franklin Public Meeting - 10-9-24 - 23-477 32

MS. LAUREN AGNEW Al right. W're
going to wap up chatting and conme back.

Just a reminder, if you don't want to
cone up and talk into the m crophone and make a
verbal comment, there are many other ways you have.
The witten sheets are avail abl e here tonight, you
can submt a comment through email, online.

But as of now, does anyone el se want to
conme up and ask a question or anything?

MR. DAVE MUNSELL: Sure.

MS. LAUREN AGNEW  Ckay.

MR. DAVE MUNSELL: Hi . ' m Dave Munsel |,
D-A-V-E, MUN S-E-L-L.

"' mjust curious about the contractual
obligations that you m ght have with the project.
" massum ng that Xcel Energy will be the person
t hat buys the power? |Is that howit works? O how
iIs AES going to stay in business, | guess that's the
question I'masking. That's the first question.

The second question, | thought | saw a
permt that Xcel Energy is going to try to build
anot her transm ssion line going north here for the
two 230s or 330 kilovolt lines going north. Are you
fol ks involved in that, by chance?

Thank you.
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MR, SCOTT GROUX: So the first question
as far as how do we nonetize the project. ldeally
as an owner and operator we | ook to sign power
purchase agreenents, so we own and operate the
project for the full project life, but we sign with
an off-taker to effectively pay for the energy or
the capacity or a few different conmerci al
structures on the project. Currently we do not have
a PPA or any sort of off-take contract in place on
this project.

And as far as your second questi on
pertaining to the Xcel proposed transm ssion |ines,
we are not affiliated with that project.

M5. LAUREN AGNEW  Next ?

MR JCE SERBUS.: Yes. M nane is Joe
Serbus, J-OE S ERB-US.

| believe you had a slide previous and
that have the dollars generated for the county and
locally. They were just having a conversation back
there and I was wondering if you could pop it up
again just so we could see it one nore tinme.

MR SCOTT GROUX: G ve ne one second here
and 1"l pull it up.

M5. LAUREN AGNEW There we go.

MR, SCOTT GROUX: |Is this what you wanted
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to see?

MR. JOE SERBUS: Perfect.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: There are al so
copies of the slide at the table as well. You're

wel cone to use those as well.

I's there anybody el se?

MS. LAUREN AGNEW Al right. So wth
that, we'll end the verbal coment period for
toni ght. Thank you, everyone, for com ng.

Pl ease grab materials on your way out
that has the slides, the comment form information
on the environnental assessnent, as well as Craig's
and ny busi ness cards so you have that contact
i nf or mati on.

Thank you agai n.

MR, CRAI G JANEZICH: A final rem nder,

t he comrent period ends October 25th at 4:30 p.m
So pl ease get your comments submtted by
Cct ober 25th at 4: 30.

W al so have a virtual neeting tonorrow
night, also at 6:00 p.m, on Whbex. The details on
joining the virtual neeting are included in the
noti ce.

And you are welconme to cone. W'Il|l be

presenting the sane presentati on once again and then
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havi ng an option for anyone to virtually unnute and
ask questions or give sone connent.
Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 7:01 p.m)
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MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH  Ckay. Good eveni ng.
At | east for those able to attend, ny nane is Craig
Janezich, and I work for the Public Utilities
Comm ssion. Qur presentation will include an
introduction to the permt process, a description of
the project fromthe applicant, and the Depart nent
of Commerce will go over the environnental review
process. After the presentation, we'll open up the
nmeeting to questions and connents.

The Birch Coul ee Sol ar project is a
125- negawatt sol ar energy project on 768 acres
wthin a site boundary of over 1,000 acres in
Renvill e County. The project, it does include a
115-kV transm ssion line that is | ess than
1,500 feet. The project requires a site permt from
the M nnesota Public Utilities Conmm ssion because it
qualifies as a |large electric power generating
plant, as it's over 50 negawatts.

When the Conmm ssion reviews a project for
a site permt, it focuses on areas outlined in
M nnesota Rul e 7850. 4100. These areas i ncl ude
potenti al human and environnental inpacts of the
project. The list that the Comm ssion | ooks at is
expansive, wth over 12 factors that al so incl ude

noi se, safety, aesthetics, and public health. The

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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Conm ssion al so | ooks at whether there are suitable
ways to mnimze or mtigate or avoid potenti al

i npacts, and whether the project is efficient, cost
effective, secure, and conserves resources.

The Departnent of Commerce will prepare
the environnental assessnent to help the Comm ssion
to study these factors, which will aid the
Conmmi ssion in naking a deci sion.

This slide shows a general tineline of
the project. After the current neeting and coment
period, there'll be nore opportunities to engage us
wth this project. For instance, the public hearing
step is slated for March 2025. W estimate this
project will cone before the Comm ssion in
June 2025, while much of this schedule wll be
dependent on the availability of the Adm nistrative
Law Judge as they preside over the public hearings.

Next slide. As | said, ny nane is Craig
Janezich. M contact infornmation is on this slide.
The public advisor is Trevor Cul bertson. He is al so
assisting on this docket, and his information is on
the slide as well.

"Il turn it over now to the applicants.

MR, SCOIT GROUX: Can you hear ne?

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH  (Indicating.)
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MR, SCOIT GROUX: Gkay. Welcone to the
public scoping neeting. W're excited to be here to
provi de an overvi ew of the Birch Coul ee Sol ar
project. M nane is Scott G oux, |ead project
devel oper; and |I'm here tonight with Lauren Col well,
project permtting manager; and Lisa Agrinonti,
pr oj ect counsel.

Next sli de.

AES O ean Energy has experience
devel opi ng, owni ng, and operating renewabl e energy
sites across the country with a total of 7.9
gigawatts in operation and 51 gi gawatts devel oped.
For the Birch Coul ee Sol ar project, AES C ean Energy
is the parent conpany and Birch Coul ee Sol ar, LLC,
is an affiliate of AES O ean Energy.

Next sli de.

As a high | evel overview of the project,
the Birch Coul ee Solar project is located in Birch
Cool ey, Canp, and Bandon Townshi ps, and a portion is
Wthin the city of Franklin limts. The point of
i nterconnection is the existing Xcel Energy Franklin
substati on |located north of H ghway 19. Anong ot her
reasons, the project |ocation was sel ected due to
the proximty to the existing substation, such that,

a long transmssion line is not necessary to connect
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the project to the grid.

The project includes parcels from ni ne
partici pati ng | andowners and has a full boundary of
1,042 acres as shown by the thick black |line on the
map. However, during operations the project
footprint is expected to be approximtely 768 acres
of that area.

As an update to the project key m | estone
dates, due to broad grid system updates that must be
pl aced in service before the project can deliver
power, the project construction has been del ayed
until 2028, and the project is expected to begin
operating in 2030.

The anticipated |ifespan of the project
is at least 30 years, the length of the site permt.
At the end of the project |lifespan, we woul d
decomm ssion the project, which invol ves renovi ng
aboveground and bel ow ground equi pnment i n accordance
w th | andowner agreenent, and we woul d post a bond
to cover the cost of deconm ssi oning.

Next sli de.

We include a schematic imge here to
di scuss how a project |like Birch Coul ee Sol ar
operates. Sunlight shines on the panels, which

generates direct current electricity as they rotate
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to track the sun's position throughout the day. The

direct current electricity flows through the

inverters, which convert it to alternating current

electricity, which is what the typical househol d

appl

i ances use. The AC electricity is gathered and

stepped up at the substation to match the high

voltage of the grid before flowng to the Franklin

substation and then to the utility transm ssion

system

Next sli de.

Focusing in on project details, the
project is an up-to-125-negawatt sol ar energy

generating facility. A project of this size is

anti

ci pated to power approximately 25,000 M nnesotan

homes per year, offset approxinmately 184,000 netric

tons of carbon dioxi de equival ent per year, and

provi de annual revenue for Renville County,

townships, the city of Franklin, and the school

district.

O the estimated revenue figures, an

aver age of 250,000 per year -- $250,000 per year

wi ||

t ax

come fromthe production tax. This is a new

revenue streamdue to the solar project |evied

at $1.20 per negawatt hour. This project will also

provi de jobs for approxinately 300 workers at the
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peak of construction, and three full-tinme solar
techni ci an jobs during project operations.

On the right-hand side, you can see the
proposed site |ayout that was showed at our
April 2024 open house. This design incorporates
constrai nts such as the sol ar energy system set backs
listed in the Renville County | and use ordi nance and
city of Franklin zoning ordi nance, and avoi ds the
sensitive environnental features that we identified
in our field surveys, including wetlands and water
bodi es, treed areas, and areas identified during the
ar cheol ogi cal survey.

Based on the discussions with the city of
Franklin, the southern parcel within the city limts
is not included in the operational footprint. The
yell ow hashed area is the existing Franklin
substati on. The bl ue shaded areas are the sol ar
panel arrays. The dark green box next to the
exi sting Franklin substation is the project
substation. The small orange boxes distri buted
t hroughout the solar array are the inverters, and
the red areas are the | aydown yards.

For additional context, the operational
footprint of the project is represented by the thick

bl ack Iine and | ocated north of the existing
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transm ssion line, north of State H ghway 19. This
is a prelimnary design, and we wll finalize the
design prior to construction.

Next sli de.

Now t hat we have | ooked at Birch Coul ee
Solar's site |layout and tal ked about how sol ar
proj ects operate, we can pivot to tal k about how t he
pi eces of equi pnent connect and how we construct
t hese projects.

Construction of the Birch Coul ee Sol ar
project is anticipated to take between 12 and
18 nonths to conplete, starting wiwth the initial
nmobi | i zati on and preparation of the site. Equi pnent
and materials are delivered to the site over a
course of several nonths, while crews clear
vegetati on and survey the site to mark boundaries of
t he project conponents.

A key aspect of this stage is installing
erosi on and sedi nent control neasures ahead of any
gradi ng or excavating -- excavation activity to
mnimze the potential for soil erosion and runoff
offsite. Qur civil engineers and contractors
determ ne how nmuch gradi ng may be necessary for a
project like Birch Coul ee where the topography is

relatively flat. W anticipate that any soils can
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be noved around onsite.

After the site is graded, assenbly of the
racki ng system begins. The racking consists of
hori zontal steel support beanms that will be oriented
north/south to optim ze the sun exposure.

Next sli de.

After the racking systemis aligned and
install ed, the panels can be installed on the steel
support beans, along with the installation of the
ot her electrical punp conponents, such as wring
that gathers the DC electricity to the panels,
converters that convert it to AC electricity,
entrenched gat hering cables that carry the AC
electricity to the substation. W would al so
construct other project conponents, such as the
facilities that connect the project to the Franklin
substation at the sane tine as the pane
install ati on.

Finally, after the project conponents are
install ed, we would begin the restorati on phase,
whi ch includes stabilizing the cleared areas with
top soil and establishing vegetation. For the Birch
Coul ee Sol ar project, we have prepared a draft
veget ati on nanagenent plan that wll be reviewed by

M nnesota agencies, and intend to establish native
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pollinator-friendly vegetation throughout the site.
While the site is being restored, the equi pnment
undergoes testing to make sure it's operating
properly.

Next sli de.

As part of the site permt application,
we prepared several visual renderings to show what
the project would | ook Iike during operation from
di fferent vantage points. This particular viewis
facing north along 400th Street, which bisects the
proj ect and runs north/south.

The current viewis on the left, and the
operational view of the project facility is shown on
the inage on the right. The setback distance to the
perineter fence is 67 feet fromthe edge of the road
ri ght-of-way per the county ordi nance, and the
proposed hei ght and style of the perineter fence
woul d be the sane as the fencing that you see around
the existing solar garden south of Franklin.

At this location, the solar facility is
on both sides of the roadway, with the 67-foot
set back di stance and vegetation outside the fence
line on each side. The draft vegetati on nmanagenent
pl an i ncludes a m xed hei ght native speci es,

m xed -- sone nore than four-feet high, outside of
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the fence line that wll be maintai ned during
operations. The project was designed to avoid
clearing trees. So you can see the grove of trees
in the photo is expected to renmain during project
oper ati on.

Next sli de.

As we wor ked on designing the project and
preparing the site permt application, we engaged
with |ocal, state, and federal agencies and tribes
to gather input and recommendations. |'Il1l highlight
a few exanples. Following a project notification
letter, we received reconmmendati ons and gui dance
fromthe US Fish and Wldlife Service, U S. Arny
Corps of Engineers, and the Departnment of Natural
Resour ces.

After we conpleted the wetl and
del i neation and habitat assessnent field studies to
under stand the existing environnental constraints,
the Renville County Soil and Water Conservation
District approved the results of the wetl and
delineation, and the DNR Natural Heritage review
confirmed no anticipated i npacts to threatened and
endanger ed speci es.

W partnered with the Lower Sioux |Indian

Communi ty and Upper Sioux Conmunity's Tri bal
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Hi storic Preservation Oficers on the archeol ogi cal
survey, and received concurrence fromthe state

hi storic preservation office on the results of the
survey. Finally, we coordinated with the Depart nent
of Agriculture on the agricultural inpact mtigation
pl an, and the DNR and EERA on the vegetation
managenent plan that was submtted as appendices to
the site permt application.

Next sli de.

In addition to soliciting feedback and
recomrendati ons from agencies and tri bes, we engaged
wth the local townships and city comunity | eaders
and adj acent project neighbors to ask for feedback
to better understand concerns. As we recogni ze due
to the proximty, the project would inpact these
st akehol ders directly.

A few highlights fromour comunity
engagenent include hosting the first open house in
Cct ober 2023 to introduce the project, answer
questions, and listen to feedback. Based on the
questions we heard at the first open house and ot her
nmeeti ngs, we hosted a second open house in
April 2024 to share the project design and how we
I ncor porated and consi dered feedback. Finally, we

prioritized connecting with Iocal comunity
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organi zations to identify partnership opportunities
and ways we can support.

Next sli de.

W have a website where you can find
i nformati on about the project. W include the
project e-nail address here. However, please file
your comments with the PUC so that can be incl uded
in the scopi ng docunent.

W want to thank the PUC and EERA for
coordi nating this public neeting and providi ng an
opportunity for the communities to formally comment
on the project and scope of the environnmental
assessnent.

Thank you, also, to everyone who joi ned
this neeting tonight. W greatly val ue your input
and continued engagenment with the Birch Coul ee Sol ar
project and the permtting process.

Wth that, we will turn the floor over to
t he EERA.

M5. LAUREN AGNEW Great. Thank you.

Hel | o, everyone. M name's Lauren Agnhew.
| am the assigned project manager fromthe
Departnment of Commrerce, Energy Environnental Review
and Analysis Unit.

Next slide, please.
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So our unit acts as technical advisors to
t he Conmm ssion, and we are focused on providing
neutral third-party analysis of the potential human
and environnmental inpacts of projects such as Birch
Coul ee. W do not advocate either way for the
acceptance or denial of the project. CQur goal is to
hel p the Conmm ssi on make i nforned deci si ons about
proj ect status.

Next sli de.

So ny main task as the assi gned nanager
from Commerce is to prepare the environnental
assessnent, and this wll be used by the Conmm ssion
as a technical advisory resource for hel ping them
make deci si ons.

An environnental assessnent is an
obj ective anal ysis of the proposed Birch Coul ee
project, and in this environnental assessnent, 1|'I]I
be eval uating both the potential human and
environnental inpacts, identifying strategies to
avoid, mnimze, or mtigate said inpacts. Again,
as a neutral third party, |I'mnot advocating either
way for any option. |'mjust providing the facts
for the Comm ssion.

Next sli de.

And so one of the nain things that hel ps
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me prepare this environnental assessnent is public
input fromthe comunity that the project is | ocated
in, and this public input focuses our environnental
assessnent on the nost rel evant information for your
communi ty.

We have a table of contents that contains
a lot of different topics in our environnental
assessnment, both human and environnental inpacts.
And we are soliciting feedback fromyou, the
communi ty nmenbers, the attendants that are attending
toni ght, on your questions, your comments, your
concerns about the various inpacts that you feel
this project m ght have on your comunity, both to
your sel ves and the environnent around you.

And this is really val uabl e because each
community i s unique, and we need this public
f eedback to help identify what is uni que about
Franklin and the surrounding area that | can di scuss
in ny environnental assessnent.

Next slide, please.

So how do you comrent? So we had --
yesterday at our in-person neeting, we had a verbal
comrent period. W'IlIl also be having one tonight at
the end of the presentation if anyone feels |ike

they want to, you know, speak to us. You can al so
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comment online on our website. There is an open
comment period now for Birch Coul ee on the website
that you can click a button that says "submt a

public comment,"” and it sends it directly to ne.

You can al so physically mail or e-mail ne
a comment. M contact infornmation is |isted here
for you. You can also find all of ny contact
informati on on the EERA website under the Birch
Coul ee project page. One note, our comrent period
does end at the end of the nonth, so please send ne
your comments by COctober 25th at 4:30 p. m

Next sli de.

All right. Finally, some conmmenting
etiquette for anyone who would |i ke to speak. W
w || be doing one speaker at a tinme. And when you
begi n your comment, we first need you to state and
spell your nane for our court reporter so she can
get it correct on the record.

Please |limt your comments to a few
m nutes, naintain respect for others, use respectful
| anguage, and direct your comments or questions or
concerns to human and environnmental inpacts that
woul d be covered under the scope of the
envi ronnental assessnent.

Next sli de.
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So for those of you who are here today,

if you would like to comment, if you are on your

phone, you will press *3 to add yourself to the
comrent queue, and that will show up for us, and you
can press *3 to renove yourself. |If you are using

t he Webex online, you can use the raise hand
function to indicate that you would |Ii ke to speak,
and we wll see that and can call on you. And then
when you' re done, you can use the |ower hand

functi on.

And then if you're using the Wbex
application on your tablet or on your smartphone,
pl ease use the chat icon and send a nessage that
says you would |i ke to speak, and then we can
prepare it for you to speak. Don't specifically
nessage the questions in the comments. W want to
hear you specifically speak them so we can get you
on the record.

All right. So it |ooks |Iike we have a
few attendees. So the floor is now open for anyone
who would |Iike to nmake a coment.

MR CRAI G JANEZICH: Well, it doesn't
| ook |'i ke anybody wants to talk at the nonment. 1'1]1
just say, again, briefly and give you maybe a m nute

to think about it, that there's still plenty of tinme
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to participate. You do have until Cctober 25th to
submt comrents in witing.

| think -- | think no one is really
interested in asking questions right now. So having
said that, if you do have questions in the future,
don't hesitate to contact nyself or Lauren. And I
hope you all have a great evening and appreciate
your tinme. Thank you.

(Public comrent concluded at 6:24 p.m)
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wetland (2) 2
12:16,20
wetlands (1) 2023 (1)
8:10 13:19
Wildlife (1) 2024 (2)
12:13 8:5;13:23
wiring (1) 2025 (2)
10:10 4:13,15
within (3) 2028 (1)
3:12;,5:20;8:14 6:12
work (1) 2030 (1)
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