/()/ Xcel Energy-

September 206, 2025
—Via Electronic Filing—

Sasha Bergman

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: REPLY COMMENTS ON EXEMPTION REQUEST
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR THE
BISON TO ALEXANDRIA SECOND CIRCUIT 345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE
PROJECT
DockeT No. E002, ET2, E015, E017, ET6135/CN-25-116

Dear Ms. Bergman:

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, Great River Energy,
Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Western Minnesota Municipal
Power Agency (together, the Utilities) respectfully submit these reply comments to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) concerning the Exemption
Request filed by the Utilities on August 15, 2025 for the Bison-Alexandria 345 kilovolt
(kV) transmission line project (Project). The Project involves adding a new 345 kV
transmission circuit on existing transmission line structures from the existing Bison
Substation near Fargo, North Dakota to the existing Alexandria Substation near
Alexandria, Minnesota. The existing 345 kV structures were previously permitted and
constructed as double-circuit capable as part of the Fargo — St. Cloud 345 kV
Transmission Project (Fargo Project).!

Initial comments regarding the Utilities’ Exemption Request were filed by the
Department of Commerce (Department)? and No CapX 2020.° The Utilities respond

to these commenters in turn below.

Un the Matter of the Application for a Route Permit for the Fargo — St. Cloud 345 1" Transmission Project, Docket No. E002,
ET2/T1.-09-1056, FINDING OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND ORDER ISSUING AN HVTL ROUTE PERMIT TO
XCEL ENERGY AND GREAT RIVER ENERGY (June 24, 2011).

2 In the Matter of the Application for Certificate of Need for the Bison to Alexandria Second Circuit 345 £V Transmission Line Project,
Docket No. E002, ET2, E017, ET6135/CN-25-116, DEPARTMENT INITIAL COMMENTS (Sept. 19, 2025).

3 In the Matter of the Application for Certificate of Need for the Bison to Alexandria Second Circuit 345 £V Transmission Line Project,
Docket No. E002, ET2, E017, ET6135/CN-25-116, NO CAPX2020 INITIAL COMMENTS (Aug. 29, 2025).
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Department

In its initial comments, the Department recommends approval of the Ultilities’
Exemption Request as filed with one clarification. With regard to the Utilities’ requested
exemptions for Minn. R. 7849.0300 and Minn. R. 7849.0340, the Department
recommends that the Certificate of Need Application include a “generalized summary-
level discussion” of the consequences of delay and the no build alternative.* The
Utilities agree that a general discussion of these items is important to understanding the
need for the Project and will address this item in the Certificate of Need Application.

The Utilities wish to clarify one additional item in the Department’s initial comments.
The Department recommends “that the Commission approve the requested exemption
trom Minn. R. 7849.0260 B(4) and 7849.0260 B(8), with provision of the proposed alternative
data”> The Utilities did not propose to provide alternative data as patt of their request
and the Utilities do not believe that any alternative data is appropriate here. This request
relates to the Ultilities request to be exempted from providing information on alternative
end points for the Project due to the language of Minn. Stat. § 216B.243, subd. 3(6).
This statute provides that the Commission “must not require an evaluation of
alternative end points” unless the alternative end points are consistent with the
endpoints evaluated by MISO or are otherwise agreed to by the applicant.® As no
alternative end points were evaluated by MISO, and the Ultilities have not agreed to
evaluate alternative endpoints, no alternative data is not appropriate to include in the
Certificate of Need Application. The Utilities reassert their request for an exemption
from analyzing alternative endpoints for the Project consistent with Minn. Stat. §
216B.243, subd. 3(0), as proposed in the Utilities” Exemption Request.”

No CapX 2020

Inits August 28, 2025 comments, No CapX 2020 requests that a number of the Utilities’
requested exemptions be denied. One of the basis for No CapX 2020’s requested denial
is that the Utlities cited as support for their exemption requests the fact that the
Commission has previously granted such exemption requests in other dockets.?
However, this is not the primary reason put forth by the Utilities for any of their
requested exemptions. For each exemption request, the Utilities provided a discussion
of why the information required by the rule is not relevant to determining the need for
the Project or how required information could be satisfied by alternative data.” The

* DEPARTMENT INITIAL COMMENTS at 8.

5 Id. at 5 (emphasis added).

¢ Minn. Stat. § 216B.243, subd. 3(6)

7 In the Matter of the Application for Certificate of Need for the Bison to Alexandria Second Circuit 345 £V Transmission Line Project,
Docket No. E002, ET2, E017, ET6135/CN-25-116, UTILITIES EXEMPTION REQUEST at 7-8 (Aug. 15, 2025).

8 NO CAPX2020 INTTIAL COMMENTS at 5-8.

° Minn. R. 7849.0200, subp. 6.
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Utilities only cited prior Commission decisions granting its proposed exemptions to
illustrate that the Commission has previously found that the requested exemptions are
appropriate for other similar transmission line projects.

No CapX 2020 also takes issue with a number of the requested exemptions based on
the fact that the Ultilities propose to provide substitute information from MISO related
to either forecast data and cost allocation. Contrary to the No CapX 2020’s assertion,
the Utilities are not proposing to include this data so that they can rely solely on MISO’s
analysis to support the need for the Project. Rather, this information is helpful
information for the Commission to understand how this Project was analyzed by MISO
and how its costs will be regionally shared. By providing this MISO information, along
with the Utilities’ own analysis, the Commission, the Department, and other
stakeholders will have the information necessary to determine whether the criteria for
granting a Certificate of Need under Minnesota law have been met.

The Utilities respectfully request that the Commission reject each of No CapX 2020’s
recommendations and grant the Utilities’ requested exemptions.

We have electronically filed this document with the Commission, and copies have been
served on the parties on the attached service lists. Please contact Jody Londo at
jody.lLlondo@xcelenergy.com if you have any questions regarding this filing.

Sincerely,
/s/ Bria Shea
BRIA SHEA

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY POLICY
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY

cC: Service List



IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR DockeTr No. E002, ET2, E015, E017,
A CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR THE BISON TO ET6135/CN-25-116
AILEXANDRIA SECOND CIRCUIT 345 K1/

TRANSMISSION LLINE PROJECT

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Gustav Gerhardson certifies that on the 26th day of September, 2025, on behalf of
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, Great River Energy,
Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Western Minnesota Municipal
Power Agency, he efiled a true and correct copy of the REPLY COMMENTS ON
EXEMPTION REQUEST by posting the same on eDockets. Said filing is also served as
designated on the attached Service List on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities

Commission in the above-referenced docket number.

/s/ Gustay Gerhardson
Gustav Gerhardson
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