From: DEBRA THORSTENSEN

To: Staff, CAO (PUC); Johnson, Emily (She/Her/Hers) (PUC
Subject: PUC Arrowhead 345 kV Transmission Project. PUC Docket Number: EQ15/CN-25-111
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 10:26:02 AM
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This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services
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The power line upgrade would not be necessary if the data center was not proposed, you must consider the data
center and the developer must give all information regarding the project, trade secrets do not protect the community,
they protect the developer.

The City of Hermantown should not be allowed to regulate the 1.5 mile portion of power line connecting the
substation to the data center, this is a complete violation of checks and balances. The PUC should govern this as
well.

Actual statement of need - data for projected need for the project should NOT be trade secret. Residents should
NOT have to sign an NDA to get the projected need data. MN Power customers should be able to view the data
showing that the 345 kV line and the substation 22-611 with additional 345 kV hookups are needed to support data
center development in MN and WI, coal plants aren't being decommissioned, so the lines have nothing to do with
green energy

Alternative route consideration for the new transmission line between the old and the new substation (Segment 3) -
appendix G of the application includes alternative routes for all segments except Segment 3.

Adequate notification of Segment 3 to residents affected by the 1.5 mile new transmission line; the map wasn't
included in the public presentation April 6-7, 2026, or in mailing to affected residents - "survey" for "project
planning" is insufficient notification.

Cumulative impact statement of the real and true number of residents that will be required to relocate either for data
center development or high voltage transmission line in the SW corner of Hermantown and into Solway Township.

Regulatory "streamlining" and informal decision making - MISO is self-interested in support of utility companies, if
there aren't rules or statutes for regulatory process in MN, PUC should not be able to approve transmission line
projects, particularly those supporting private equity gain (e.g., Google, Mortenson, BlackRock) at the expense of
rate payers, some of whom actually live in the directly affected corridor.

Debra Thorstensen
5784 Hermantown Rd
Hermantown, MN
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