
 

 

 
 
September 19, 2024 
 

VIA EDOCKETS 
 
Mr. Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Public Utilities Commission 
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN  55101-2147 
 
RE:  Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Project 
 Scoping Summary and Recommendations 
 Docket Nos. E002/CN-22-532 and E002/TL-23-157 
 
Executive Secretary Seuffert: 
 
Attached are comments and recommendation of Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) staff 
in the following matter: 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Xcel Energy for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the 
Mankato – Mississippi River 345 kV Transmission Line Project in Southeast Minnesota 
 
The combined certificate of need and route permit application was filed on April 2, 2024, by: 
 
Northern States Power Company (Xcel Energy) 
Ellen Heine, Principal Siting and Permitting Agent  
414 Nicollet Mall, 414-6A 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com   
612-330-6073 
 
EERA staff herein provides the Commission with a scoping process summary for the project including 
system and route alternatives. 
 
I am available to answer any questions the Commission might have. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Richard Davis 
Environmental Review Manager 
Energy Environmental Review and Analysis 
 
 

mailto:ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com


 

BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

ENERGY ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Mankato - Mississippi River 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

 
Docket No. E-002/CN-22-532 | E-002/TL-22-157 

 
 
Date: September 19, 2024 Staff: Richard Davis | richard.davis@state.mn.us | 651-539-1846 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Xcel Energy for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the 
Mankato – Mississippi River 345 kV Transmission Line Project in Southeast Minnesota 
 
Issues Addressed: These comments and recommendations summarize the environmental impact 
statement scoping process, discuss the routing alternatives proposed during the scoping process, and 
identify those alternatives which Energy Environmental Review and Analysis staff recommends for further 
analysis in the environmental impact statement. 
 
Attachments: Attachment 1: Maps 
 
Additional information, including the scoping comments received, can be found on eDockets by searching 
“22” for year and “532” for number or “22” for year and “157” for number: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp or the Department of Commerce’s webpage: 
http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities. 
 
To request this document in another format, such as large print or audio, call 651-539-1529. Persons with a 
hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications Relay Service. 
 
 
Introduction 
On April 2, 2024, Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy (applicant), filed a joint 
application for a certificate of need  and a route permit to construct and operate the Mankato – 
Mississippi River 345 kV Transmission Project (project), which will consist of an approximately 130-mile 
long 345 kilovolt (kV) transmission line between the existing Wilmarth Substation in Mankato, Minnesota, 
and the Mississippi River near the city of Kellogg in Wabasha County, Minnesota. The project will also 
include the construction of a new, approximately 20-mile long 161 kV transmission line, between the 
existing North Rochester Substation near Pine Island, Minnesota and a connection point with the existing 
161 kV Chester transmission line northeast of Rochester, Minnesota.1   
 
The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) accepted the joint application as complete on 

 
1 Xcel Energy. April 2, 2024. Application for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Mankato – Mississippi 
River Transmission Project, eDocket Nos. 20244-204917-19 (Cover Letter), 20244-204917-17 (Combined Application 
and Appendices A-F). https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/eera/web/file-list/15584 

mailto:richard.davis@state.mn.us
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp
http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities
https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/eera/web/file-list/15584
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June 26, 2024.2 Subsequently, Commission and Department of Commerce (Department) staff conducted 
public meetings and provided a public comment period for comments on the scope of the environmental 
impact statement (EIS) that will be prepared for the project.3 
 
The Commission requested that Department Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) staff 
submit to the Commission, for review and input, the route alternatives suggested during the EIS scoping 
process. The comments herein describe the scoping process and route alternatives proposed during the 
scoping process. They discuss those alternatives EERA staff recommends for inclusion in the scope of the 
EIS (including 10 route segments and 5 alignment alternatives) and those not recommended for inclusion 
in the scope of the EIS (including two route segments). Following the Commission’s review and input, the 
Department will finalize and issue the scoping decision for the EIS. 
 
Proposed Project 
The project is a new approximately 130-mile long 345 kV transmission line between the existing Wilmarth 
Substation in Mankato to the Mississippi River near Kellogg and a new approximately 20-mile long 161 kV 
transmission line between the existing North Rochester Substation near Pine Island and an existing 
transmission line northeast of Rochester. The project may cross portions of Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Waseca, 
Rice, Dodge, Olmstead, Goodhue, Winona, and Wabasha counties and is divided into the four segments 
described below (see attached Map 1 Applicant-Proposed Project Overview): 

o Segment 1: a new 48 to 54 mile 345 kV transmission line between the Wilmarth substation and a 
point near the West Faribault Substation.  

o Segment 2: a new 34 to 42 mile 345 kV transmission line from a point near the existing West 
Faribault Substation to the existing North Rochester Substation. 

o Segment 3: conversion of 27 miles of existing 161/345 kV transmission line to 345/345 kV 
operation and installation of a new 16-mile long 345 kV circuit on the existing 345/345 kV double 
circuit capable structures between the existing North Rochester Substation and the Mississippi 
River.  

o Segment 4: a new 20 to 24 mile 161 kV transmission line between the existing North Rochester 
Substation and the existing 161 kV Chester Line northeast of Rochester.  

For this project, the applicant proposes a route width of 1,000 feet (500 feet to either side of proposed 
alignment), with wider areas (up to 1.25 miles wide) around project substations, at locations with routing 
constraints and where route options come together. The 345 kV portions of this project would require a 
permanent right-of-way of 150 feet. For the 161 kV portions of the project, a right-of-way of 100 feet is 
typically required. 
 
The applicant anticipates that construction will begin in 2026, and that the new transmission line will be 
complete and in service before 2030. 

 
2 Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (June 26, 2024) ORDER ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS AS COMPLETE, 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS, AND NOTICE OF AND ORDER FOR HEARING, eDockets No. 20246-
207975-01.pdf (state.mn.us) 
3 Notice of Scoping Meetings. 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bB0605590-0000-C119-87D9-4637E4B9AB36%7d&documentTitle=20246-207975-01
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bB0605590-0000-C119-87D9-4637E4B9AB36%7d&documentTitle=20246-207975-01
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Project Purpose 
The applicant indicates that this project, along with other Long Range Transmission Planning (LRTP) 
projects that were studied and approved by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (MISO) 
are needed to provide reliable, resilient, and cost-effective delivery of energy as the generation resource 
mix continues to evolve over the coming years. The project is needed to provide reliable, resilient, and 
cost-effective delivery of energy as the generation mix shifts from aging coal-fired generation plants to 
more new renewable energy sources.4   
 
The current 345 kV transmission system experiences congestion and overloading in southern Minnesota, 
while renewable energy generation facilities in southwest Minnesota and northwest Iowa are producing 
high outputs. The project will strengthen existing outlets for renewable energy generation and provide 
additional transmission capacity toward Wisconsin and areas to the south. The project will help to reduce 
transmission congestion, reduce thermal loading, and improved transfer voltage stability.  

Regulatory Process and Procedures 
The project requires two separate approvals from the Commission—a certificate of need and route 
permit. The applicant filed its joint certificate of need and route permit application for the project on April 
2, 2024.  On June 26, 2024, the Commission accepted the certificate of need application as complete and 
authorized review using the informal process established in Minn. Rule 7829.1200. For the route permit 
application, the Commission accepted the route permit application as substantially complete and 
authorized the full permitting process established in Minn. Statute 216E.03 and Minn. Rules 7850.1700-
2700.5 Finally, the Commission approved joint public meetings, joint public hearings, and combined 
environmental review of the certificate of need and route permit applications.6 
 
EERA staff will prepare an EIS that will inform the Commission’s decisions on the applicant’s certificate of 
need and route permit application. The first step in preparing the EIS is scoping. The scoping process has 
two primary purposes: (1) to gather public input as to the impacts, mitigation measures, and alternatives 
to study in the EIS, and (2) to focus the EIS on those impacts, mitigation measures, and alternatives that 
will aid in the Commission’s decisions on the certificate of need and route permit applications. 

Scoping Process Summary 
Commission and EERA staff gathered input on the scope of the EIS through seven public scoping meetings 
and an associated comment period. Five of the meetings were in-person and two of the meetings were 
virtual. Approximately 195 people attended the public meetings. Thirty-three (33) individuals provided 
verbal comments at the public meetings.7  
 
A comment period, which closed on August 1, 2024, provided an opportunity to submit written comments 
to EERA staff on potential impacts and mitigation measures for consideration in the scope of the EIS. A 

 
4 Application, page 5. 
5 Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (June 26, 2024) ORDER ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS AS COMPLETE, 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS, AND NOTICE OF AND ORDER FOR HEARING, eDockets No. 20246-
207975-01.pdf (state.mn.us) 
6 Ibid. 
7 Minnesota Department of Commerce (September 13, 2024) Environmental Impact Statement Scoping Comments 
Received, eDocket Numbers 20249-210198-02 [PUBLIC COMMENT--COVER LETTER - AFFIDAVIT - SERVICE LISTS], 
0249-210198-04 [PUBLIC COMMENTS 1-26], 20249-210198-06 [PUBLIC COMMENTS 27-49], 20249-210198-08 
[PUBLIC COMMENTS 50-96]). 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bB0605590-0000-C119-87D9-4637E4B9AB36%7d&documentTitle=20246-207975-01
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bB0605590-0000-C119-87D9-4637E4B9AB36%7d&documentTitle=20246-207975-01
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b4046EC91-0000-CB35-8934-3FF3D475B171%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-02
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b5046EC91-0000-C121-AD3A-DA08F8493403%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-04
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b7046EC91-0000-CF25-89DE-F9D8145C4BBC%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-06
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b9046EC91-0000-CB2E-93AB-20394794EE68%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-08


EERA Comments and Recommendations  Page 4 
Docket No. CN-22-532 | TL-22-157  September 19, 2024 
   

total of 63 written comments were received during the comment period, nine of which were from local 
units of governments and state agencies.8 The remaining comments were received from: Citizens for 
Environmental Rights and Safety, F.H. Holding LLC, Rochester Archery Club, Xcel Energy, and individual 
members of the public. 
 
Commenters expressed concern about a variety of potential impacts associated with the project, including 
those associated with farming operations, property values, multiple transmission lines on a property, 
public health and safety, aesthetics, land use, wildlife and associated habitat, water resources, geology, 
and noise. Just under one-quarter of the comments expressed a preference for, or displeasure with, a 
routing option proposed in the route permit application. Commentors proposed multiple route and 
alignment alternatives for study in the EIS. 
 
In preparing these comments, and consistent with Minn. R. 7850.2500, subp. 3, EERA staff conferred with 
the applicant on the alternatives proposed for study in the EIS.9  
 
EERA Staff Analysis and Comments 
This section discusses system alternatives and route alternatives proposed during scoping, and EERA’s 
analysis of these alternatives. 
 
System Alternatives 
When considering the need for the project, the Commission is charged with examining reasonable and 
prudent alternatives including a “no-build alternative, demand side management, purchased power, 
facilities of a different size or using a different energy source than the source proposed by the applicant, 
upgrading of existing facilities, generation rather than transmission if a high voltage transmission line is 
proposed, . . . use of renewable energy sources, and those alternatives identified by the commissioner of 
the Department of Commerce.”10 Citizens submitted comments proposing three alternatives to the 
project itself (system alternatives). 
 
Minn Rule 4410.2300(G) states that an alternative may be excluded from detailed analysis in an EIS if “it 
would not meet the underlying need for or purpose of the project, it would likely not have any significant 
environmental benefit compared to the project as proposed, or another alternative, of any type, that will 
be analyzed in the EIS would likely have similar environmental benefits but substantially less adverse 
economic, employment, or sociological impacts.” 
 
Thus, an alternative may be excluded from detailed analysis in the EIS if it would not meet the underlying 
need for or purpose of the project. 
 
No-build Alternative 
Several commentors suggested not building the project. Consistent with Minnesota Rule 7849.1500, the 
EIS will study a no-build alternative.  
 

 
8 Ibid. 
9 NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY, DBA XCEL ENERGY, RESPONSE TO EIS SCOPING COMMENTS (August 28, 
2024). https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/docket.xhtml 
10  Minn. R. 7849.1500, Subp. B. 

https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/docket.xhtml
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Chester Junction System Alternative 
Commenters suggested installing a new substation at Chester Junction along Segment 3 to eliminate the 
need to construct the new 161 kV transmission line in Segment 4 of the proposed project. EERA staff 
recommends that the EIS evaluate this system alternative. 
 
230 kV System Alternative 
Commenters suggested that the EIS evaluate a 230 kV transmission line rather than the proposed 345 kV 
transmission line for Segments 1-3 of the project. The applicant evaluated 161 kV, 115 kV, 69 kV, and 34.5 
kV voltages, in Section 5.1.1.2 of the joint application, as alternatives and concluded that a lower voltage 
alternative was not a more reasonable or prudent alternative to the 345 kV portions of the project. These 
lower voltage alternatives would not have sufficient capacity to address the overload and congestion 
issues on the existing system and would not offer the capacity needed to support future renewable 
generation. A 230 kV alternative would also require significant new substation facilities to introduce this 
voltage into the project area.  
 
Minnesota Rule 7849.1500 requires that facilities of a different size be considered and evaluated in the 
environmental review process for the CN. EERA staff recommends that this system alternative be carried 
forward for study in the EIS. 
 
Route Alternatives 
When reviewing route alternatives proposed during the scoping process, the Department is charged with 
including in the scope of the EIS those alternatives which will “assist in the [Commission’s] decision on the 
[route] permit application.”11 EERA staff initially screens proposed route alternatives using five criteria:  
 

1. Was the alternative submitted in a timely manner, prior to the end of the public 
comment period for scoping? 

2. Does the alternative contain an explanation of why the route should be included in 
the EIS? EERA staff interprets this criterion to require that route alternatives, to be 
included in the scope of the EIS, must mitigate a potential impact of the project, and 
this mitigation must be, in general terms, explained by the proposer of the 
alternative. This suggests that the location of the route alternative must be known 
in order to determine if potential impacts are mitigated. 

3. Is the alternative outside of areas prohibited in Minn. R. 7850.4300, for example, 
state and national parks? 

4. Does the alternative meet the applicant’s stated need for the project?  
5. Is the alternative feasible? Can the alternative be constructed and is it permittable 

by state and federal agencies with authority for construction or operation of the 
project?  

 
After this initial screening, EERA staff then analyzes the remaining alternatives to determine if their 
inclusion in the EIS would aid in the Commission’s decision on the route permit application. EERA staff 
compares each proposed alternative to other alternatives, if any, that could also avoid or mitigate the 
impact(s) described by the proposer. If a proposed alternative impacts relatively more human and 
environmental resources, it is likely that it would not aid in the Commission’s decision on the route 
permit application. 

 
11  Minn. R. 7850.2500. 



EERA Comments and Recommendations  Page 6 
Docket No. CN-22-532 | TL-22-157  September 19, 2024 
   

 
EERA staff has used the above the criteria to analyze alternatives proposed during the scoping process. All 
proposed alternatives are indicated on the attached maps and discussed here. Commenters 
recommended 12 route segments and five alternative alignments.  
 
The following terminology is used to discuss these alternatives: 
 

• Route segments are routes proposed during scoping that deviate from the proposed alignment 
and are located outside of the applicant’s proposed route width. 

• Alternative alignments are alignments proposed during scoping that deviate from the proposed 
alignment but that fall within the applicant’s proposed route width.  

 
Alternatives Recommended for Inclusion in the Scope of the EIS 
EERA staff recommends that ten route segments and five alignment alternatives be carried forward for 
study in the EIS. Conferring with the applicant, all are feasible and could be constructed. These 
alternatives are listed and briefly described below. 
 
Route Segment 1 
Joel Peters requested the EIS study route segment 1.12 This route segment starts south of the Eastwood 
Substation in Blue Earth County. It traverses east along Madison Avenue until 594th Avenue where it turns 
north until it joins Route Option 1 South as shown on Map 2-1. This route segment would avoid potential 
impacts to commercial property. EERA staff recommends that route segment 1 be carried forward for 
further study in the EIS. 
 
Alignment Alternative 2 
The applicant requested the EIS study an alignment alternative to a portion of Route Option 1 North east 
of the City of Mankato along 589th Avenue.13 The requested change is to shift the alignment to the east 
side of 589th Avenue as shown on Map 2-1. This alignment alternative would avoid a new development 
that has broken ground in the same location as the proposed alignment for Route Option 1 North. EERA 
staff recommends that alignment alternative 2 be carried forward for further study in the EIS. 
 
Route Segment 5 
The applicant requested the EIS study a route segment located in the city of Madison Lake near Walnut 
Avenue and East Street.13  This route segment extends from Route Option 1 South at the northeast side of 
the city along the south side of an existing railroad to the west side of 626th Avenue and then south to 
rejoin Route Option 1 South as shown on Map 2-3. This route segment would avoid construction of a new 
commercial store planned along Walnut Avenue that will require extension of East Street and installation 
of turn lanes and sidewalks. EERA staff recommends that route segment 5 be carried forward for further 
study in the EIS. 
 
 
 
 

 
12 Comment 16; eDockets No. 20249-210198-03 
13 Northern States Power Company, DBA Xcel Energy; Response to EIS Scoping Comments; eDockets No. 20248-
209829-02 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b4046EC91-0000-CD51-8F30-8F7F0B46654F%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-03
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&userType=public%23%7b90129A91-0000-CA37-A232-31B7BE1765AD%7d
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&userType=public%23%7b90129A91-0000-CA37-A232-31B7BE1765AD%7d
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Route Segment 6 
During the July 8, 2024, scoping meeting in Mankato, Harry Tolzman proposed a route alternative for the 
345 kV transmission line that would follow the Sakatah Singing Hills State Trail.14 This proposed route 
segment would start at the intersection of 516th St. and the Sakatah Singing Hills State Trail and continue 
3.6 miles east and rejoin Route Option 1 South near Highway 60 as shown on Map 2-4. This route segment 
is intended to utilize the existing Sakatah Singing Hills State Trail corridor to reduce additional land use 
conversion, and to move the line away from multiple residences along Highway 60. EERA staff 
recommends that route segment 6 be carried forward for further study in the EIS. 
 
Route Segment 7 
The applicant requested the EIS study a route segment located south of the city of Morristown along 
260th Street West as shown on Map 2-54.15This route segment would avoid construction of a new 
residence along 260th Steet West. EERA staff recommends that route segment 7 be carried forward for 
further study in the EIS. 
 
Alignment Alternative 8 
Kevin Quinlan requested the EIS study alignment alternative 8.16 This alignment alternative starts east of 
Echo Avenue and would traverse 0.2 miles northeast where it would reconnect with Route Option 1 North 
as shown on Map 2-6. The alignment alternative would avoid tree removal near a steep hill along Route 
Option 1 North. EERA staff recommends that alignment alternative 8 be carried forward for further study 
in the EIS. 
 
Route Segment 9 
Joe and Pat Degrood suggested the EIS evaluate route segment 9.17 This route segment is located 
southwest of the city of Faribault and east of Cannon Lake. The route segment would shift the route 
approximately 600 feet to the east of where it is proposed and span 0.9 miles northeast where it would 
reconnect with Route Option 1 North as shown on Map 2-6. Route segment 9 would minimize tree 
clearing. EERA staff recommends that route segment 9 be carried forward for further study in the EIS. 
 
Route Segments 10 and 11 
Edward and Jody Westad proposed two route segments (10 and 11).18  Route segment 10 starts at 250th 
St. West and traverses north along Interstate 35 where it would connect with Route Option 2 North. Route 
segment 11 starts at 245th St. E where it traverses north along Interstate 35 until it joins Route Option 2 
North. These route segments are shown on Map 2-7. The commenters noted potential impacts on existing 
residences and structures. EERA staff recommends that route segment 10 and 11 be carried forward for 
further study in the EIS. 
 
Route Segment 12 
Dale Thomforde requested the EIS study an option to construct the 161 kV line parallel to the existing 
CAPX line along Route Option 3.19 This route segment starts at the North Rochester Substation and would 

 
14 Comment 50; eDockets No. 20249-210198-07 
15 Northern States Power Company, DBA Xcel Energy; Response to EIS Scoping Comments; eDockets No. 20248-
209829-02 
16 Comment 38; eDockets No. 20249-210198-05 
17 Comment 32; eDockets No. 20249-210198-05 
18 Comment 96; eDockets No. 20249-210198-07 
19 Comment 26; eDockets No. 20249-210198-03 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b8046EC91-0000-CB28-A215-E7978C3B91E6%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-07
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&userType=public%23%7b90129A91-0000-CA37-A232-31B7BE1765AD%7d
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&userType=public%23%7b90129A91-0000-CA37-A232-31B7BE1765AD%7d
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b6046EC91-0000-CE2A-A5C3-DA132908CA73%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-05
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b6046EC91-0000-CE2A-A5C3-DA132908CA73%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-05
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b8046EC91-0000-CB28-A215-E7978C3B91E6%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-07
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=viewDocument&documentId=%7b4046EC91-0000-CD51-8F30-8F7F0B46654F%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-03&userType=public
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Parallel Segment 3 to 40th Avenue NE as shown on Map 2-8. This route segment would reduce project 
related impacts on the natural environment and human settlements by paralleling the existing CAPX 
alignment. EERA staff recommends that route segment 12 be carried forward for further study in the EIS. 
 
Route Segment 13 
The applicant requested the EIS study a route segment that would double circuit with the existing North 
Rochester to Northern Hills 161 kV line.20 This route segment starts at the North Rochester Substation and 
would double circuit the existing transmission line for 11.3 miles south where it would connect to Route 
Option 4 West as shown on Map 2-8. This route segment would reduce project related impacts on the 
natural environment and human settlement by paralleling the existing CAPX alignment. EERA staff 
recommends that route segment 13 be carried forward for further study in the EIS. 
 
Alignment Alternatives 14 and 15 
Dale Thomforde requested the EIS study an alternative alignment that would cross the Zumbro River near 
the existing 345 kV transmission line crossing north of the County Road 12 bridge.21 Alignment alternative 
14 would cross the Zumbro River on the North of the County Road 12 in Olmsted County. Alignment 
alternative 15 would cross the Zumbro River on the south side of the County Road 12. These alignment 
alternatives are shown on Map 2-9. These alignment alternatives are intended to reduce the project 
impacts to the Zumbro River by collocating the crossing with the existing County Road 12 bridge. EERA 
staff recommends that alignment alternatives 14 and 15 be carried forward for further study in the EIS. 
 
Alignment Alternative 16 
Shawna Hanson requested that the EIS study an alignment alternative on the south side of 75th Street 
NW; alignment alternative 16 is shown in Map 2-10.22 This alignment alternative would avoid clearing 
trees along the north side of 75th Street, which provide a visual and noise barrier from vehicle traffic for 
some of the residences along the north side of 75th street. EERA staff recommends that alignment 
alternative 16 be carried forward for further study in the EIS. 
 
Route Segment 17 
Commentors suggested that the EIS evaluate a route option for the 345 kV transmission line from the 
Wilmarth Substation along State Highway 14 to the Byron Substation as shown on Map 2-11.23 This route 
segment currently includes a 1,000 foot wide route centered on Highway 14. Because this alternative was 
not originally considered by the applicant, there has been limited coordination between the applicant and 
MnDOT with respect to how the proposed alternative may impact the Highway 14 right-of-way. The 
applicant is currently working with MnDOT staff to determine which MnDOT project review option is most 
appropriate. If this alternative remains in the final EIS scope, an anticipated alignment will be established 
at a later date once a more detailed review and coordination with MnDOT staff has been undertaken. 
 
Alternatives That Are Not Recommended for Inclusion in the Scope of the EIS 
EERA staff recommends that two route segments not be included in the scope of the EIS. These route 
segments are not recommended for study in the EIS because they are not feasible. 
 

 
20 Northern States Power Company, DBA Xcel Energy; Response to EIS Scoping Comments; eDockets No. 20248-
209829-02 
21 Comment 26; eDockets No. 20249-210198-03 
22 Comment 89; eDockets No. 20249-210198-07 
23 Comment 4; eDockets No. 20249-210198-03 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&userType=public%23%7b90129A91-0000-CA37-A232-31B7BE1765AD%7d
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&userType=public%23%7b90129A91-0000-CA37-A232-31B7BE1765AD%7d
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=viewDocument&documentId=%7b4046EC91-0000-CD51-8F30-8F7F0B46654F%7d&documentTitle=20249-210198-03&userType=public
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Route Segments 3 and 4 
Erin Guentzel submitted a comment requesting that the EIS evaluate a route south of the Mankato airport 
including either route segment 3 or route segment 4 (Map 2-2).24 As discussed in Appendix Q of the 
application, the applicant evaluated two route alternatives south of the Mankato airport along Segment 1 
North. Based on discussions with the city of Mankato, the applicant determined that these route 
alternatives were not constructible due to aviation easements that prohibit above-ground structures 
south of the airport. The two route segments would not be permittable and are therefore infeasible. 
Accordingly, EERA staff recommends that route segments 3 and 4 not be carried forward for further study 
in the EIS. 
 
EERA Staff Recommendation  
With respect to system alternatives proposed during the scoping process, EERA staff recommends that the 
EIS evaluate the Chester Junction system alternative and the 230 kV system alternative.  
 
With respect to routing alternatives:  
 

• The EIS will evaluate the routes and route segments proposed by the applicant in its route permit 
application.  

• EERA staff recommends that the EIS also evaluate the routing alternatives noted in this document 
(“Alternatives Recommended for Inclusion in the Scope of the EIS”). The EIS will analyze whether 
these alternatives mitigate potential human or environmental impacts and will assist in the 
Commission’s decision on the route permit application. To the extent an alternative achieves 
these ends, it will be further studied in the EIS. If an alternative does not achieve these ends, the 
EIS will provide the reasons why and the alternative will be excluded from detailed analysis.  

• EERA staff recommends that the Mankato airport route segments (route segments 3 and 4) not be 
carried forward for study in the EIS. 

 
To EERA staff’s understanding, if the Commission concurs or takes no action, the Department will proceed 
to finalize and issue an EIS scoping decision. If the Commission takes an action other than concurring and 
modifies the Department’s recommendations, the Department will incorporate the Commission’s input 
and will finalize and issue an EIS scoping decision that reflects this input. 

 
24 Comment 87; eDockets No. 20249-210198-07 
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