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In the Matter of a Commission Investigation into a Multi-State Tracking and 
Trading System for Renewable Energy Credits 
 
PUC Docket Number/s:  E999/CI-04-1616 
OAH Docket Number: N/A 
 
Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes June 30, 2014 at 4:30pm. 
   Reply comment period closes July 11, 2014 at 4:30pm. 
 
Topics Open for Comment:   

• M-RETS’ decision to allow the importing of Michigan RECs; 
• Whether the Commission should determine that wind and solar RECs imported from the 

Michigan tracking system are eligible for Minnesota RES compliance if 1 MWh equals one 
Renewable Energy Certificate; 

• Whether the Commission should state that other types of RECs from the Michigan tracking 
system, such as hydroelectric and biomass RECs, would need specific approval from the 
Commission prior to a Minnesota utility retiring them for Minnesota RES compliance. 
 

Project Background: At its May board meeting, M-RETS approved the Michigan Renewable 
Energy Certification System (MIRECs) as a compatible tracking system for the importing of RECs. 
Data on source registry is available on the imported certificate.                                                                                                            
In its December 18, 2007 Order in the current docket, the Commission stated:                                
“At this time, the Commission will not require a demonstration of deliverability for renewable 
energy certificates created by M-RETS that are to be used for compliance with the Minnesota 
renewable energy objectives/renewable energy standards. The parties have raised both 
practical questions and specific objections to the Department's recommendation, which at 
this juncture outweigh possible benefits from the Department's proposal.                            
Finally, in the short term, the only renewable energy credits available to Minnesota utilities 
are renewable energy certificates within the M-RETS system. At such time that M-RETS 
establishes protocols for the import/export of renewable energy credits from outside the M-RETS 
system, the Commission can take up the issue of deliverability for renewable energy credits that 
originate outside M-RETS, and whether non-M-RETS renewable energy credits can be used to 
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meet the Minnesota renewable energy objectives/renewable energy standards.” (Emphasis 
added.)  
 
Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling).  All parties, 
participants and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling:  mn.gov/puc, select eFiling, and 
follow the prompts. 
 
Submit Public Comments: Visit mn.gov/puc, select Comment on an Issue, find this docket, and 
add your comments to the discussion. 
 
Persons without internet access may send by U.S. mail to Burl Haar, Executive Secretary, 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul MN  55101-2147. 
Please include the Commission’s docket number in all communications.  
 
Full Case Record:  All documents filed in this docket are available at mn.gov/puc, select Search 
eDockets, enter the year (2004) and the docket number (1616), select Search. 
 
Subscribe to the Docket:  Receive email notification when new documents are filed in this docket 
at mn.gov/puc, select Subscribe to a Docket, and follow the prompts. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission 
staff, Michelle Rebholz, at 651-201-2206 or Andrew Twite at 651-201-2245. 
 
Change your mailing preferences:  E-mail docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call 651-201-2204. 
 
This document can be made available in alternative formats (e.g., large print or audio) by 
calling 651-296-0406 (voice).  Persons with hearing loss or speech disabilities may call us 
through their preferred Telecommunications Relay Service. 
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