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REPLY COMMENTS 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits these Reply 
Comments to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission pursuant to the Commission’s 
Notice of Comment Period issued March 11, 2026 in the above-referenced dockets.1      
The Notice requests parties to comment on whether the Commission should order Xcel 
Energy to work with interested parties to develop a customer tariff to support customer-
owned thermal batteries, and file a tariff proposal within 90 days of an Order. The Notice 
also requests comments on whether a new docket should be opened to address the 
Department of Commerce’s March 2, 2026 recommendation for a thermal batteries tariff, 
if ordered, and what information the Commission should require the Company to include 
in an initial filing for such a tariff. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to submit reply comments in response to the Department’s 
recommendation and the comments of other parties. This Reply clarifies that the 
Department’s recommendation and supporting comments urge development of a 
customer‑owned thermal battery tariff without first identifying a specific problem that          

 
1 In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of Firm 
Dispatchable Generation and In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s 2024–2040 Integrated Resource Plan, 
Notice of Comment Period, Docket Nos. E002/CN‑23‑212; E002/RP‑24‑67 (Mar. 11, 2026). 
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such a tariff is intended to resolve, and that the record does not demonstrate a defined 
market failure or unmet customer need that would warrant tariff development at this time. 
Stakeholders articulate broad policy interests in grid flexibility, industrial electrification, and 
long‑duration energy storage, but they do not demonstrate that the absence of a thermal 
battery tariff is currently preventing customer adoption or impeding achievement of those 
objectives. We also clarify that Otter Tail Power Company’s Thermal Market Energy 
Pricing Rider is a narrowly tailored, case‑specific rate construct developed to accommodate 
a unique customer configuration under particular local grid and market conditions, rather 
than a generally applicable or transferable tariff framework suitable for broad adoption 
across utilities or customer classes. As we discuss, we have existing Commission‑approved 
programs, pilots, and rate structures that already address the objectives cited by tariff 
proponents. 
 
As discussed in our initial comments and further elaborated here, the Company is 
evaluating thermal storage through multiple Commission‑approved pathways, including 
thermal storage pilots and electrification pilots approved under the Company’s Natural Gas 
Innovation Act plan.2 In addition, we are using the learnings from those efforts to inform 
future offerings, including a Custom Load Management program that the Company 
anticipates proposing as part of its forthcoming June 1, 2026 Energy Conservation and 
Optimization (ECO) Triennial filing. These efforts are already intended to explore the same 
questions raised in the Commission’s Notice regarding customer interest, operational 
feasibility, system impacts, and potential system benefits, in a manner that allows for 
empirical evaluation before consideration of any additional tariff or program. Thermal 
battery storage is an emerging and highly site‑specific technology, and the record does not 
demonstrate that development of a customer‑owned thermal battery tariff is necessary to 
enable customer adoption or achieve the policy objectives articulated by supporting parties. 
At this stage, development of a customer‑owned thermal battery tariff would represent a 
proposed solution in the absence of a clearly identified problem. 
 
For these reasons, and as explained more fully below, Xcel Energy continues to recommend 
that the Commission take no further action toward development of a customer‑owned 
thermal battery tariff at this time. If, however, the Commission determines that additional 
exploration of tariff‑based approaches is warranted, we agree that such work should occur 
in a separate docket focused on tariff design and development of an appropriate record.       
In that circumstance, consideration of customer‑owned thermal batteries would be more 
usefully informed if it was not limited to a single utility and if it incorporated the results of 
ongoing and forthcoming program evaluations. 

 
2 In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of Firm 
Dispatchable Generation and In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s 2024–2040 Integrated Resource Plan, 
Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy, Initial Comments, Docket Nos. E002/CN‑23‑212; 
E002/RP‑24‑67 (Apr. 15, 2026). 
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REPLY COMMENTS 
 
A. OTP’s Thermal Market Energy Pricing Rider Is Not an Applicable 

Precedent 
 
Parties supporting development of a customer‑owned thermal battery tariff cited Otter 
Tail Power Company’s Thermal Market Energy Pricing Rider (TMEP Rider) as 
evidence that a similar tariff should be developed for Xcel Energy. The record 
surrounding Otter Tail’s tariff, however, demonstrates that it is a highly specialized 
construct developed to address a specific customer and market circumstance, and not      
a generally applicable model for customer‑owned thermal batteries. 
 

1. OTP’s Tariff Was Designed to Address a Narrow, Distinct Use Case 
 
Otter Tail Power Company developed the TMEP Rider to address the “specific needs 
of thermal energy customers who take interruptible service tied to the operation of a 
specific renewable generator.”3 The tariff applies only to new, greenfield thermal 
storage facilities whose consumption is physically constrained by, and required to 
operate coincident with, the real‑time output of a nearby, specifically identified wind          
or solar resource that is not owned by Otter Tail. 
 
In its initial filing, Otter Tail stated that it did not have any Minnesota customers 
prepared to take service under the TMEP Rider at the time approval was requested. 
Instead, Otter Tail explained that the tariff had been developed to serve a single 
customer located in South Dakota that intended to take service under an identical tariff 
pending approval by the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission. The only facility 
currently taking service under the TMEP Rider is the Big Stone Energy Storage Project, 
a third‑party, 155‑megawatt thermal storage facility located adjacent to POET 
Biorefining’s ethanol plant in Big Stone City, South Dakota. The thermal storage facility 
was developed for the sole purpose of supplying steam to POET under a private 
contractual arrangement, while POET itself continues to take electric service under 
Otter Tail Power Company’s general service rate. 
 
The project was driven by a site‑specific reliability issue associated with POET’s 
existing steam supply. Prior to implementation of the TMEP Rider, POET relied on 
steam from Otter Tail Power’s nearby coal‑fired Big Stone Power Plant, which became 
increasingly intermittent as local wind generation, frequently curtailed due to 
transmission congestion in the MISO region, displaced economic dispatch of the coal 
unit. The TMEP Rider was developed to enable a bespoke solution that converts locally 

 
3 In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s Petition for Approval of a Thermal Technology Market Energy Rate Section 
14.16, Otter Tail Power Company, Petition, Docket No. E017/M‑25‑253 (June 6, 2025). 
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available, frequently curtailed renewable electricity into a reliable steam supply for a 
single industrial facility under tightly defined operational and cost‑isolation conditions. 
 
The record does not suggest that the TMEP Rider was intended to encourage 
generalized adoption of thermal storage or to provide a platform for customers broadly 
interested in electrified process heat. Rather, the tariff was constructed around the 
characteristics of an already identified facility and tailored to enable that facility to 
operate under a specific wholesale market alignment while remaining isolated from 
impacts on other customers. 
 

2. OTP’s Tariff Structure Does Not Translate to the Company’s System 
 
Participation under the TMEP Rider is restricted to customers with a minimum 
demand of 25 megawatts and a load factor below 50 percent, and requires that the 
customer’s entire thermal load be registered as a Midcontinent Independent System 
Operator (MISO) Load Modifying Resource (LMR).4 Customers must establish a 
dedicated Commercial Pricing Node, provide daily price‑sensitive bids, and accept full 
exposure to day‑ahead and real‑time market pricing, including mandatory curtailment 
obligations and penalty provisions.5 These requirements assume a customer capable of 
actively managing wholesale market exposure as part of routine operations. Otter Tail 
emphasized that these design elements were necessary to isolate all costs associated 
with service under the tariff from non‑participating customers and to avoid reliance on 
the Company’s generation resources or capacity obligations. The Commission’s 
approval relied on those representations, recognizing that the tariff’s narrow eligibility 
and operational constraints minimized system and ratepayer risk.6 
 
Those conditions do not align with Xcel Energy’s system or planning framework. We 
serve a substantially larger and more diverse customer base across a broader geographic 
footprint, with different load profiles, transmission considerations, and resource 
planning requirements. Most commercial and industrial customers in our service 
territory do not operate at the scale or with the operational latitude contemplated by the 
TMEP Rider, nor do they seek the level of direct, continual engagement with wholesale 
energy markets that the tariff requires. Designing a generally available tariff around such 
assumptions would therefore be unlikely to address an identified customer need. 
 
The TMEP Rider also relies on strict physical coupling between customer load and the 
output of a single, specifically identified renewable generator. That construct reflects 

 
4 Id. 
5 Id. 
6 In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s Petition for Approval of a Thermal Technology Market Energy Rate Section 
14.16, Order Approving Thermal Technology Market Energy Rate, Docket No. E017/M‑25‑253 (Nov. 13, 
2025). 
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Otter Tail’s effort to solve a very particular cost‑allocation and market‑access issue 
associated with a discrete facility. Our current evaluation of load flexibility and 
electrification, by contrast, proceeds through programmatic offerings and 
customer‑specific arrangements that aggregate performance and allow for iterative 
adjustment as empirical information becomes available. Translating Otter Tail’s tariff 
structure to Xcel Energy’s system would require fundamental redesign, underscoring 
that the tariff does not offer a workable template. 
 
Framed in this context, reliance on the TMEP Rider illustrates the central issue in this 
proceeding. The tariff was developed to address a clearly identified operational problem 
for a single customer under narrowly defined conditions – a similar issue of very 
narrow applicability that we experienced trying to develop the Rondo Energy pilot. 
There, we found that “each project iteration was downsized due to the inability to 
identify a steam customer with large, consistent, year‑round demand,” and that 
successive configurations resulted in projects that “failed to deliver meaningful learning 
opportunities for scalability.”7 No comparable circumstance to Otter Tail’s has been 
identified here. Absent a demonstrated customer need requiring a similarly bespoke 
market‑access solution, Otter Tail’s tariff structure does not provide a sound basis for 
directing Xcel Energy to develop a customer‑owned thermal battery tariff. 
 
B. No Demonstrated Problem Exists That Warrants Development of a 

Thermal Battery Tariff 
 

1. No Demonstrated Market Failure or Barrier Has Been Identified 
 
The Department’s recommendation and supporting comments urge development of a 
customer‑owned thermal battery tariff without first identifying a specific problem that 
such a tariff is intended to resolve.8 Stakeholders articulate broad policy interests in grid 
flexibility, industrial electrification, and long‑duration storage, but they do not 
demonstrate that the absence of a thermal battery tariff is currently preventing 
customer adoption or impeding achievement of those objectives.9 

 
7 In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of Firm 
Dispatchable Generation and In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s 2024–2040 Integrated Resource Plan, 
Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy, Rondo Energy Thermal Battery Pilot Proposal Update, 
Letter Docket Nos. E002/CN‑23‑212; E002/RP‑24‑67 (Dec. 30, 2025). 
8 In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of Firm 
Dispatchable Generation and In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s 2024–2040 Integrated Resource Plan, 
Minnesota Department of Commerce, Letter, Docket Nos. E002/CN‑23‑212; E002/RP‑24‑67 (Mar. 2, 2026). 
9 In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of Firm 
Dispatchable Generation and In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s 2024–2040 Integrated Resource Plan, 
Renewable Thermal Collaborative, Comments, Docket Nos. E002/CN‑23‑212; E002/RP‑24‑67 (Mar. 4, 2026); 
In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of Firm 
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No party has identified a defined customer class that is presently unable to pursue 
thermal energy storage due to rate design limitations, nor has any party shown that 
existing programs, pilot pathways, or rate structures constitute a barrier to 
customer‑owned thermal storage. Rather, thermal batteries remain an emerging, highly 
site‑specific technology, with adoption decisions driven primarily by customer‑specific 
operational needs and capital considerations rather than the presence or absence of a 
tariff. 
 
Generally, there is a clear policy driver or an unmet customer or market need that 
drives development of a new program. That is not the case here. As we discuss further 
below, we have existing programs that are responsive to the policy drivers that parties 
refer to in their comments.  
 

2. Existing Programs and Rates Already Address the Claimed Objectives 
 
We currently offer or are in the process of proposing programs and rate structures that 
address the same objectives put forth by commenters in support of a customer‑owned 
thermal battery tariff, including peak demand management, load shifting, and flexible 
customer operation. These mechanisms provide structured pathways for customer 
participation, will generate empirical data on performance and cost‑effectiveness, and 
preserve regulatory flexibility to adjust program parameters based on customer and 
Company learnings. Directing the Company to codify a new, technology‑specific tariff 
at this time would be premature and inefficient. 
 
Xcel Energy previously evaluated customer‑sited thermal storage through its 
Commission‑approved Load Flexibility Portfolio, which included a Dynamic Thermal 
Storage pilot designed to incentivize thermal energy storage installations and 
compensate customers for verified load shifting away from system peak periods.10        
That pilot concluded in May 2025 after experiencing limited participation; the 
Commission approved the Company’s request to close the pilot and apply its learnings 
to future offerings.11 As reflected in the Company’s initial Comments, the thermal 
storage concepts evaluated under the Load Flexibility Portfolio are no longer active as a 
standalone pilot, but have instead informed the development of the Custom Load 
Management program that is to be proposed in our ECO Triennial Plan on June 1, 
2026. The program we will be proposing is designed to be better aligned with customer 
desires and cost‑effectiveness requirements. 

 
Dispatchable Generation and In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s 2024–2040 Integrated Resource Plan, 
Thermal Battery Alliance, Comments, Docket Nos. E002/CN‑23‑212; E002/RP‑24‑67 (Mar. 4, 2026). 
10 In the Matter of the Petition for Approval of Load Flexibility Pilot Programs and Financial Incentive Mechanism, Northern 
States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy, Petition, Docket No. E002/M‑21‑101 (Feb. 1, 2021). 
11 In the Matter of the Petition for Approval of Load Flexibility Pilot Programs and Financial Incentive Mechanism, Order, 
Docket No. E002/M‑21‑101 (May 6, 2025). 
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a. Customer Load Management Recognizes Needed Flexibility  
 
Custom Load Management provides a flexible, customer‑specific pathway for 
commercial and industrial customers to implement load‑shifting strategies, including 
those involving thermal processes or thermal storage, in exchange for upfront 
incentives and ongoing bill credits tied to verified performance. This approach 
recognizes that thermal storage applications are highly site‑specific and operationally 
constrained by individual customer processes, and therefore are more effectively 
addressed through tailored programmatic arrangements than through a uniform tariff 
structure. These offerings allow the Company and the Commission to evaluate 
participation levels, operational feasibility, and grid impacts before embedding 
assumptions into a new tariff and rate design. 
 

b. Thermal Energy Storage Pilot in NGIA 
 
Thermal storage is also being evaluated as part of Xcel Energy’s broader electrification 
strategy under its Commission‑approved Natural Gas Innovation Act Plan. The 
Commission has approved a Commercial Air‑Source Heat Pump and Thermal Energy 
Storage Pilot that integrates thermal storage with building electrification to assess 
whether load shifting can mitigate coincident peak demand and improve system 
efficiency as electric heating loads increase.12 That pilot is expressly designed to 
generate operational data on customer behavior, dispatch effectiveness, and the 
incremental value of thermal storage relative to electrification alone, with evaluation 
and reporting requirements extending through multiple project years.13 Proceeding with 
tariff development in advance of those results would preempt the learning the 
Company has committed to undertake. 
 

c. Other Rate Structures Incent Load Shifting 
 
In addition to these programs, existing rate structures already provide economic signals 
that enable customers with load‑shifting capability, including thermal storage, to realize 
value without a technology‑specific tariff. Xcel Energy has proposed and is implementing 
commercial and industrial Time‑of‑Use rates with differentiated on‑peak, mid‑peak, and 
off‑peak pricing, as well as demand charges explicitly tied to peak usage, allowing 
customers to reduce costs by shifting consumption to lower‑cost periods.14 Customers 

 
12 In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s Natural Gas Innovation Act Plan, Compliance Filing - Order Point 18.B, Docket 
Nos. G002/M‑23‑518; G999/CI‑21‑566 (July 15, 2025). 
13 In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s Natural Gas Innovation Act Plan, Docket Nos. G002/M‑23‑518 & G999/CI‑21‑566, 
Compliance Filing - Order Point 18.B, Exhibit B: Commercial Air Source Heat Pump & Thermal Energy 
Storage Pilot (July 15, 2025). 
14 General Service Time of Use (TOU), Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy, Petition, Docket No. 
E002/M‑26‑162 (Mar. 31, 2026). 
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that can effectively manage the timing of their electric use, including through thermal 
storage, can already capture these benefits under existing rate options. 
 
Taken together, these Commission‑approved programs and rates directly advance the 
objectives cited by tariff proponents while preserving regulatory efficiency and 
flexibility. The record does not support a finding that development of a new 
customer‑owned thermal battery tariff is necessary to enable outcomes already being 
pursued through existing mechanisms. Instead, requiring tariff development at this time 
would duplicate ongoing efforts, divert administrative and regulatory resources, and risk 
embedding untested assumptions into rate design before the Commission has the 
benefit of results from programs it has already authorized. 
 

3. Tariff Development Would Duplicate Existing Efforts and Impose Unjustified Costs 
 
Developing, implementing, and administering a new customer tariff is resource‑ 
intensive. It requires detailed rate design, billing system modifications, cost‑allocation 
frameworks, ongoing reporting, and continued regulatory oversight. Those costs 
ultimately must be justified by demonstrated benefits. 
 
Here, directing the Company to develop a thermal battery tariff would duplicate 
existing programmatic efforts and require the Company to divert staff and regulatory 
resources from ongoing pilots, programs, customer engagement activities, and broader 
efforts to meet customer needs. It risks embedding untested assumptions about 
customer behavior, dispatchability, and system value into rate designs before the 
Company and the Commission have the benefit of results from the pilots and programs 
underway. 
 
Absent a clear demonstration of need, proceeding with tariff development at this time 
would be inefficient and premature. Allowing current programs and evaluations to 
proceed will provide a stronger record on which the Commission can assess whether a 
tariff is warranted in the future, and if so, how it should be structured. 
 
C. Programmatic and Customer‑Specific Approaches Are More Appropriate 

Than a Generic Tariff 
 
If the Commission were to conclude that additional exploration of customer‑owned 
thermal batteries is warranted, a tariff is not the appropriate regulatory mechanism at 
this stage. Thermal energy storage remains a highly site‑specific technology, particularly 
in commercial and industrial applications, where feasibility depends on a customer’s 
process design, operating schedule, and tolerance for operational constraints. These 
characteristics are poorly suited to a standardized tariff construct. Unlike more mature 
demand response or storage technologies, customer-owned thermal batteries are 
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capital-intensive investments. Customers must commit to large up-front capital 
expenditures before the value of those systems has yet been demonstrated under utility 
programs. The suggested tariff mechanism does not address this up-front cost risk, nor 
does it provide the type of project‑specific evaluation, incentive flexibility, or iterative 
learning that is typically foundational when technologies are still emerging, as is the case 
for thermal energy storage. Development of a generally applicable tariff at this stage 
would require standardizing assumptions about customer behavior, system 
performance, and grid value that have not yet been established through operational 
experience – and that we know from our early efforts would be ineffective.  
 
Programmatic and customer‑specific approaches provide a more effective pathway to 
evaluate and support thermal storage at this stage of market development. Through 
Custom Load Management, pilots, and electrification programs, Xcel Energy can work 
directly with interested customers to assess site‑specific opportunities, define realistic 
operational commitments, evaluate cost‑effectiveness, and measure actual system 
impacts. These approaches allow for negotiated participation parameters and iterative 
adjustment as customer behavior and technology performance are better understood. 
 
This approach also aligns with the Commission’s general practice for emerging 
technologies. Rather than codifying assumptions into new rate designs in the absence        
of demonstrated performance, the Commission has consistently authorized pilots and 
programs in favor of generating data, testing customer willingness, and identifying 
design challenges before considering whether full programs are appropriate. That 
sequencing is particularly important where, as here, the technology is emergent, 
participation is expected to be limited to a relatively small subset of customers, and 
where the magnitude and reliability of system benefits remain uncertain. 
 
By contrast, development of a tariff now would prematurely embed generalized 
assumptions about customer behavior and grid value, reduce flexibility to adapt 
offerings as learning occurs, and create administrative and compliance obligations          
that persist regardless of actual customer uptake. Programmatic approaches preserve 
regulatory optionality, protect non‑participating customers, and provide the 
Commission with a stronger factual foundation on which to base any future decisions 
regarding rate design. 
 
For these reasons, even if the Commission believes there may be longer‑term potential 
for customer‑owned thermal storage, considering actual customer and programmatic 
insights from our ongoing efforts represents the more prudent and efficient regulatory 
approach at this time. 
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D. If the Commission Determines Further Review Is Warranted, It Should Be 
Broader Than Xcel Energy 

 
The Minnesota Large Industrial Group (MLIG) correctly observes that, if the 
Commission believes customer‑owned thermal batteries warrant further regulatory 
consideration, such review should not be limited to a single utility.15 Thermal energy 
storage technologies, to the extent they become viable in the future, raise questions  
that extend beyond Xcel Energy’s system, including customer interest, operational 
feasibility, and cost allocation across different utility contexts within Minnesota. 
 
The Department’s recommendation would direct Xcel Energy alone to develop and file 
a customer‑owned thermal battery tariff, despite the absence of any showing that the 
need for such a tariff is unique to Xcel Energy. Proceeding in this manner could result 
in the development of a tariff that reflects utility‑specific assumptions rather than a 
coherent statewide framework that is responsive to a clear policy driver. If the 
Commission determines that there may be value in further examining customer‑owned 
thermal batteries as a potential load flexibility or electrification tool, a broader inquiry 
applicable to all Minnesota electric utilities would provide a more appropriate forum. 
Such an inquiry would allow the Commission to assess whether there is a demonstrated 
need or customer demand for a tariff‑based approach, how utility‑specific system 
characteristics may affect feasibility, and whether any common principles should guide 
future consideration of thermal storage rate design across the state. 
 
Such an inquiry is not necessary or warranted at this time, given the absence of 
demonstrated customer demand and the ongoing evaluation of thermal storage through 
existing programs and pilots. However, should the Commission choose to pursue 
further exploration, a broader approach would better support informed 
decision‑making and promote regulatory consistency, while avoiding premature 
direction to develop a tariff in the absence of a clearly defined problem. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The record in this proceeding does not demonstrate that development of a 
customer‑owned thermal battery tariff is warranted at this time. While thermal energy 
storage may ultimately play a role under certain conditions, it remains an emerging and 
highly site‑ and customer-specific technology. Parties have not shown that the absence 
of a tariff is currently preventing customer investment or limiting progress toward the 

 
15 In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of 
Firm Dispatchable Generation and In the Matter of Northern States Power Company’s 2024–2040 Integrated Resource Plan, 
Minnesota Large Industrial Group, Comments, Docket Nos. E002/CN‑23‑212; E002/RP‑24‑67 (Apr. 15, 
2026). 
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objectives they identify in this proceeding, including increasing grid flexibility, 
mitigating renewable energy curtailments, supporting industrial electrification, reducing 
industrial emissions, or advancing Minnesota’s carbon‑free energy goals. At this stage, 
the more pertinent question is whether we and the Commission should commit 
resources to a process whose value remains uncertain and whose design assumptions 
have not yet been informed or validated through program experience. Proceeding in 
this manner risks diverting finite attention from ongoing and forthcoming efforts 
specifically designed to generate the information needed to determine whether a 
tariff‑based approach is appropriate, and if so, how it should be structured. 
 
For these reasons, the Company respectfully requests that the Commission take no 
further action toward development of a customer‑owned thermal battery tariff at this 
time. If the Commission determines that additional exploration of tariff‑based 
approaches may be appropriate in the future, such consideration would be better 
informed if it occurred after additional program experience is available and in a forum 
including all utilities that allows for fuller development of the record before committing 
resources to permanent rate design. 
 
Dated:  April 29, 2026 
 
Northern States Power Company 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Joshua DePauw, hereby certify that I have this day served copies or summaries 
of the foregoing documents on the attached list(s) of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
  with postage paid in the United States Mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota      
 
or 
 
xx electronic filing 

 
 
Docket Nos. E002/CN-23-212 

  E002/RP-24-67 
  
 
Dated this 29th day of April 2026 
 
/s/ 
___________________________ 
Joshua DePauw 
Regulatory Administrator 



� �������	
��	����	
� 

	�� ���	���	���� ������ ������� �������������� ������	���������������� ������	��������������������	
� !"#$ %&'"() *"&'"()+,-./,0#1"&.2(34#* 5-./,0#1"&672(3 89:;�5<=.--"*1�>44/?)"2)",,12@A6�BB;C:D2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."-L M122., %2E1#,42 N)"01-,1+O3(4& BH9B�%2E1#-.1>"21<).01�P1"#>"Q1�@A6BBCCRD2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."-S T"0)1#.21 %#24-E Q"0)1#.213"#24-E+"*3,0"013&23U, JKK.(1�4K�0)1%004#21$�!121#"-�IM1/"#0&120�4K?4&&1#(1 VVB@.221,40"50#1105U.01�CVRR503�W"U-�@A6BBCRCD2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."-X 5U,"2 %#20Y ,"#20Y+&"2Q"04&23*4G ?.0$�JK@"2Q"04 W3J3�P4Z�;;[8@"2Q"04�@A6B[RRHI;;[8D2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."-\ @"#" %,()1&"2 &"#"3Q3",()1&"2+Z(1-121#*$3(4& ](1-�F21#*$ VCV�A.(4--10@"--�̂-�B@.221"/4-.,@A6�BBVRCD2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."-_ $̀"2 P"#-4N #'"#-4N+(4Y123(4& ?4Y12Ja?4224# CBR�54U0).̂K0)�50bCHRR@.221"/4-.,@A6�BBVRHD2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."-c d1,,.("�> P"$-1, e1,,.("3'"$-1,+,041-3(4& 5041-�̀.G1,>>W CCBR�C80)�50A<�501�;HB<",).2*042M?6�HRR;[D2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."-f M"G.E P1-- E"G.E3'1--+,0"013&23U, M1/"#0&120�4Kg1"-0) WJP�[V9:B503�W"U-�@A6BBC[VD2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."-h M"G.E P12E1# E'12E1#+1"#0)eU,0.(134#* F"#0)eU,0.(1 CRRC�!�50#110A<5U.01�CRRR<",).2*042M?6�HRRRCD2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."- i 5",)" P1#*&"2 ,",)"3'1#*&"2+,0"013&23U, WU'-.(�D0.-.0.1,?4&&.,,.42 CHC�:0)�W-�F501�;BR503�W"U-�@A6BBCRCD2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 j1, H;IHCHJKK.(."-  72*#.E Pe4#Q-U2E .'e4#Q-U2E+"G.,12-1*"-3(4& %G.,12�>1*"- 9RC�53@"#OU1001%G13�bC[:B@.221"/4-.,@A6�BBVRHD2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."- L @"00)1N P#4E.2 &'#4E.2+"--1013(4& @.221,40"W4N1# ;R�<1,05U/1#.4#50#110MU-U0)�@A6BB8RHD2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."- S @.Q1 PU-- &.Q13'U--+,0"013&23U, WU'-.(�D0.-.0.1,?4&&.,,.42 CHC�:0)�W-"(1F",06�5U.01;BR503�W"U-�@A6BBCRCD2.01E�50"01, F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 j1, H;IHCHJKK.(."- X d"&1, ?"2"E"$ e"&1,3("2"E"$+"*3,0"013&23U, JKK.(1�4K�0)1%004#21$�!121#"-�I1̀,.E120."-�D0.-.0.1,M.G.,.42 5U.01�CVRRVVB@.221,40"�503503�W"U-�@A6 F-1(0#42.(51#G.(1 A4 H;IHCHJKK.(."-



� �������	
��	����	
� 

	�� ���	���	���� ������ ������� �������������� ������	���������������� ������	��������������������	
�  !"!#$%&'(�)&*&'+,- ./01*+ 2*34+0$ &/01*+56*34+0$7'(893'5601 :;<='$'>*?4':$'3@A !"�B$(�)&�C:)&'5�D""E%$$'*F04%+ECG�  D!H#$%&'(�)&*&'+ :4'6&30$%6)'3I%6' C0 BH9B!BJ88%6%*4,K L0'A 2/'3$'A M0'A56/'3$'A7*@5+&*&'51$5N+ J88%6'�08�&/'O&&03$'A�P'$'3*4�9='+%('$&%*4�#&%4%&%'+;%I%+%0$ DD E%$$'+0&*)&3''&�).:!Q"")*%$&�R*N4ECG�  !"!#$%&'(�)&*&'+ :4'6&30$%6)'3I%6' C0 BH9B!BJ88%6%*4,S L0/$ 20881*$ M0/$7M0/$60881*$5$'& OO=R QT!�.NU'(0V4I(5)&G�W0N%+�EJGXH!!Y9B"DD#$%&'(�)&*&'+ :4'6&30$%6)'3I%6' C0 BH9B!BJ88%6%*4,Z P'$'3%6 2011'36'O&&03$'A+ 6011'36'5*&&03$'A+7*@5+&*&'51$5N+ J88%6'�08�&/'O&&03$'A�P'$'3*4�9;'F*3&1'$&�082011'36' DD E%$$'+0&*)&3''&�)N%&'!D"")&5�R*N4�ECG  !"!#$%&'(�)&*&'+ :4'6&30$%6)'3I%6' ['+ BH9B!BJ88%6%*4,\ L'*$ 201+&06] M'*$5601+&06]5(?667@1*%45601 )&5�R*N4�H " TBY�X&/�)&�:)&5�R*N4�ECG  !"X#$%&'(�)&*&'+ :4'6&30$%6)'3I%6' C0 BH9B!BJ88%6%*4_̂ `*&'3R30@3*1+ 2003(%$*&03>*&'3F30@3*1+5?>+37+&*&'51$5N+ E%$$'+0&*�V0*3(�08`*&'3�*$(�)0%4='+0N36'+  B"�W*8*A'&&'=0*(�C)&5�R*N4�ECG  !  #$%&'(�)&*&'+ :4'6&30$%6)'3I%6' C0 BH9B!BJ88%6%*4,̂ P'03@' 2306]'3 @>%4467$*>0503@ C03&/O1'3%6*$`*&'3�J88%6'  "YH�a'*&+OI'$N'W*]'�:410ECG�  "DB#$%&'(�)&*&'+ :4'6&30$%6)'3I%6' C0 BH9B!BJ88%6%*4^̂ L*1'+ ;'$$%+&0$ M*1'+535('$$%+&0$7U6'4'$'3@A5601 b6'4�:$'3@A)'3I%6'+G�c$65 D!D�C%6044'&E*44G�D"!9QE%$$'*F04%+ECG�  D"!#$%&'(�)&*&'+ :4'6&30$%6)'3I%6' C0 BH9B!BJ88%6%*4d̂ c*$�E5 ;0?+0$ %*$515(0?+0$7U6'4'$'3@A5601 b6'4�:$'3@A D!D�C%6044'&E*44G�D"!9QE%$$'*F04%+ECG�  D"!#$%&'(�)&*&'+ :4'6&30$%6)'3I%6' C0 BH9B!BJ88%6%*4ê =*$(*44 ;0$''$ 3*$(*445(0$''$7+&*&'51$5N+ ;'F*3&1'$&�08C*&N3*4�='+0N36'+  ""�W*8*A'&&'=(G�RJ�V0UB )*%$&�R*N4ECG�  !  #$%&'(�)&*&'+ :4'6&30$%6)'3I%6' C0 BH9B!BJ88%6%*4-̂ =%6/*3( ;03$8'4( 3%6/*3(5(03$8'4(7*@5+&*&'51$5N+ J88%6'�08�&/'O&&03$'A�P'$'3*4�9;'F*3&1'$&�082011'36' E%$$'+0&*O&&03$'AP'$'3*4f+J88%6'DD E%$$'+0&*)&3''&G�)N%&'!Q"")*%$&�R*N4ECG�  !"!#$%&'(�)&*&'+
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