@ Xcel Ener gy® 414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55401

December 15, 2025
—Via Electronic Filing—
Sasha Bergman
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: COMMENTS
GREAT RIVER ENERGY — ROUTE PERMIT APPLICATION FOR THE LAKETOWN
115-KV TRANSMISSION LINE
DOCKET NO. ET-2/TL-24-132

Dear Ms. Bergman,

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits these
comments in response to the Commission’s request for comments from the Company
regarding any concerns about the reliability and cost of Route Alternative B in the
above-referenced docket.

In its October 2, 2025 Otrder in the above-referenced docket, the Commission noted
that further record development was needed, including “[clomments from Xcel
Energy regarding any concerns about the reliability and cost of Route Alternative B.”
The Commission subsequently opened a Notice of Comment Period, requesting
comments by December 16, 2025.

The Company has reviewed the two routes and has no reliability concerns regarding
either Applicants’ proposed route or Route Alternative B.

From a cost perspective, the Company sees no practical difference between the two
routes due to the way that the costs would be allocated by MISO. Both require a
three-way switch structure for the proposed line to tap into. Under Route Alternative
B, the switch structure would be installed on an Xcel Energy-owned line, at an
estimated cost to the Company of approximately $300,000. Under the Applicants’
proposed route, the switch structure would be installed on a GRE-owned line, at an
estimated cost to GRE of approximately $300,000.



Accordingly, the Company has no preference as to which route the Commission
selects based on reliability or cost.

We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service list.
Please contact Jody Londo at (612) 216-7954 or Jody.L.Londo@xcelenergy.com if
you have any questions regarding this filing.

Sincerely,

/s/

Joby LONDO
DIRECTOR, REGULATORY AND STRATEGIC ANALYSIS

cc: Service Lists


mailto:Jody.L.Londo@xcelenergy.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Victor Barreiro, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing
document on the attached list of persons.

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota

xx electronic filing

DOCKET NoO. ET-2/TL-24-132

Dated this 15" day of December 2025

/s/

Victor Barreiro
Regulatory Administrator
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