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I. INTRODUCTION AND QUALIFICATIONS 1 

 2 

Q. Please state your name, employer, and business address. 3 

A. My name is James Hingston. I am employed by U.S. Solar & Storage Holdings 4 

(USSH), which has a business address of 23761 Coronel Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 5 

92691. USSH provides development services to Copenhagen Infrastructure 6 

Partners (CIP), with a focus on local and state land-use permitting.  7 

 8 

Q. Please briefly describe your educational background and professional 9 

experience. 10 

A. I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from the University of 11 

Massachusetts. I also have nearly nine years of experience in sustainable 12 

development, including three years of experience working directly on the 13 

development of battery energy storage systems (BESS).  14 

 15 

Q. For whom are you testifying? 16 

A. I am testifying on behalf of Crane Energy Storage, LLC (Crane) and Sandhill 17 

Energy Storage, LLC (Sandhill) (collectively, the Applicants).  18 

 19 

Q. What is the relationship between the Applicants and CIP?  20 

A. The Applicants are wholly owned subsidiaries of CIP, an infrastructure investment 21 

firm specializing in renewable energy and other essential infrastructure projects. 22 

They are known for their expertise in developing, financing, and managing critical 23 

infrastructure, particularly in the field of renewable energy. CIP has a strong track 24 

record of successfully developing and operating renewable energy projects 25 

globally, including in the United States. They have been involved in various phases 26 

of renewable energy projects, including project development, financing, 27 

construction, and long-term operation. 28 

Q. What is your role with respect to the Projects? 29 

A. I serve as the lead developer for these Projects, with a focus on environmental and 30 

land use permitting.  31 
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II. PURPOSE OF TESTIMONY 1 

Q. What is the purpose of your Direct Testimony? 2 

A. The purpose of my testimony is to: (1) provide an overview of the projects; (2) 3 

provide updates on the Sandhill project; (3) provide an update on the Crane 4 

project; (4) provide an update on the Site Plan; (5) describe the Applicant’s 5 

coordination and consultation with the Minnesota State Historic Preservation 6 

Office (SHPO); (6) provide limited comments on the proposed draft site permits 7 

(DSPs) for the projects; and (7) discuss local employment and economic benefits. 8 

 9 

Q. What schedules are attached to your Direct Testimony? 10 

A. The following schedules are attached to my Direct Testimony:  11 

• SCHEDULE A: Statement of Qualifications 12 

• Schedule B: Archeological Inventories - Correspondence with Shakopee 13 

Mdewakanton Sioux Community 14 

• SCHEDULE C: Xcel Energy’s Expedited Resource Addition Study (ERAS) 15 

Filing Letter 16 

• SCHEDULE D: Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) Relevant 17 

Retail Electric Regulatory Authority (RERRA) Verification Form 18 

• SCHEDULE E: Xcel Energy’s ERAS Update 19 

• SCHEDULE F: Notice of Decision (NOD) & Approved Wetland Boundary Map 20 

 21 

III. PROJECT OVERVIEW 22 

Q. Please provide a summary of the projects, including the proposed location 23 

and proposed site. 24 

A. Applicants propose two adjacent stand-alone BESS—the Crane Energy Storage 25 

Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill Energy Storage Project (Sandhill 26 

Project)—in Kalmar Township, Olmsted County, Minnesota (collectively, the 27 

Projects). Each stand-alone BESS will have a power rating of up to 200-megawats 28 

(MW) / 800-megawatt hours (MWh). The Projects will interconnect at the Southern 29 

Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s (SMMPA) existing Byron Substation (the 30 

"Byron Substation"), located roughly 370 feet south of the Land Control Areas, via 31 
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an approximately 700-foot, 161-kilovolt (kV) generation tie line (gen-tie). Each 1 

facility will charge from the transmission grid, store energy, and discharge back 2 

through the same point. The Projects are designed to share a primary access road, 3 

a collector substation, and a gen-tie line. Preliminary layouts anticipate 4 

approximately 236 self-contained BESS enclosures per facility. Equipment will 5 

include inverters, transformers, emergency and battery management systems, a 6 

collector substation, and a bi-directional gen-tie line to the Byron Substation.  7 

 8 

The Crane Land Control Area encompasses approximately 36.3 acres, of which 9 

approximately 35.6 acres will comprise the Crane Preliminary Development Area; 10 

approximately 14.8 acres will host BESS operational components. The Sandhill 11 

Land Control Area encompasses approximately 42.7 acres, of which about 39.9 12 

acres comprise the Sandhill Preliminary Development Area; approximately 13.3 13 

acres will host BESS operational components.  14 

 15 

Because the Projects share the access road, collector substation, and gen-tie line 16 

corridor, there is overlapping acreage: 19.2 acres of the Sandhill Land Control Area 17 

overlaps with and is already accounted for in the Crane Land Control Area. 18 

Similarly, about 18.7 acres of the Sandhill Preliminary Development Area overlaps 19 

with and is accounted for in the Crane Preliminary Development Area.  20 

 21 

Q. Why did Applicants choose the Project Areas as presented in the Application 22 

to build the Projects? 23 

A. Applicants considered several factors, including existing and planned renewable 24 

energy projects in the region, environmental constraints, land availability, and cost. 25 

The feasibility of interconnection to existing transmission was also considered in 26 

determining the Projects’ location. 27 

 28 

From there, Applicants narrowed the consideration to locations with sufficient open 29 

space and located near substations and transmission lines with existing capacity 30 

to accommodate additional electricity traffic, where the grid would benefit from 31 
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stand-alone BESS. Applicants identified the existing Byron Substation as having 1 

capacity to allow interconnection of new facilities and low interconnection costs, 2 

and as such could serve as the interconnection point for the Projects.  3 

 4 

The Applicants focused on open lands available near the point of interconnection 5 

to minimize gen-tie length. Project sites were potentially suitable if they were 6 

cleared and otherwise undeveloped, not currently encumbered by other 7 

easements (e.g., wind farms, pipelines), and contained minimal wetlands, streams, 8 

transmission lines, roads, or other obstacles. The Applicants also screened the 9 

areas for geotechnical risks, habitat for endangered species, proximity to culturally 10 

sensitive areas, other potential environmental risks, and current land use conflicts. 11 

Following this screening, the Applicants approached landowners to negotiate 12 

voluntary purchase option agreements and easements.  13 

 14 

The final Crane and Sandhill Land Control Areas were chosen based on proximity 15 

to and availability of interconnection at the Byron Substation, supportive 16 

landowners, and potential for the Projects to ease grid congestion.  17 

 18 

Q. Did you coordinate with local landowners, local, state, and federal regulatory 19 

stakeholders, and tribes? 20 

A. Yes. Applicants conducted early and ongoing engagement with local landowners, 21 

federal, state, and local regulatory stakeholders, and Tribal Nations to introduce 22 

the Projects, request input, and coordinate permitting.  23 

 24 

At the federal level, Applicants have coordinated with the Army Corps of 25 

Engineers, the Federal Aviation Administration, and the Department of 26 

Agriculture–Natural Resource Conservation Service. Applicants also contacted the 27 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service but have received no response. 28 

 29 

State coordination included communications with: Department of Commerce–30 

Energy Environmental Review and Analysis regarding the Joint Application and 31 
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considerations arising from the Projects’ proximity to each other and overlapping 1 

facilities and land areas; the Department of Natural Resources regarding protected 2 

species, proposed BESS technologies, and a future Natural Heritage Review; the 3 

Board of Water and Soil Resources regarding Wetland Conservation Act 4 

compliance; the Department of Transportation confirming no impacts to state 5 

highways; and the Department of Agriculture regarding impacts to agricultural land, 6 

and Best Management Practices and restoration to facilitate reversion to 7 

agricultural use post-decommissioning. 8 

 9 

Local engagement included meetings and exchanges with Olmsted County 10 

officials and planning staff, City of Byron administration, the City of Byron Fire 11 

Chief, the Byron Chamber of Commerce, and the Byron Township Cooperative 12 

Planning Association.  13 

 14 

Applicants notified all eleven Tribal Nations recognized in Minnesota and received 15 

a response from the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) Community 16 

requesting the archaeological literature review/field inventory. Applicants provided 17 

the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) Community, via the Tribal Historic 18 

Preservation Officer, Leonard Wabasha, with a copy of the archaeological 19 

inventories on November 25, 2025. Mr. Wabasha responded to confirm receipt and 20 

requested that the Applicants keep the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) 21 

Community informed of the progress on the proposed Projects. (Schedule B.)  22 

  23 

Q. Do you have any updates on coordination with local stakeholders? 24 

Yes. The Applicants have continued to engage with local stakeholders. At the 25 

request of the Byron Fire Department Chief, the Applicants have committed to 26 

funding the interconnection of two existing dead-end water lines through the 27 

project site to benefit the City of Byron and Kalmar Township. This commitment 28 

will be memorialized in a formal agreement with the City of Byron. 29 

 30 
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IV. SANDHILL PROJECT UPDATES 1 

Q. Have there been any updates to the Sandhill Project since the Application 2 

was filed? 3 

Yes. Following the filing of the Application, Northern States Power Company, doing 4 

business as Xcel Energy, nominated the Sandhill Project to the Commission for 5 

inclusion in the Midcontinent Independent System Operator’s (MISO) ERAS 6 

process (Schedule C). The Commission issued a RERRA Verification Form for 7 

Sandhill to confirm that the Sandhill Project should be considered for the ERAS 8 

process to meet a resource adequacy and/or reliability need. (Schedule D). The 9 

Sandhill Project is currently awaiting MISO approval to be admitted into the ERAS 10 

queue. (Schedule E).  11 

Q. Please describe MISO’s ERAS purpose and process. 12 

A. ERAS is a MISO pathway to fast‑track interconnection for near‑term resources 13 

needed for system reliability and capacity. The ERAS process is aimed at easing 14 

the multi‑year backlog in the standard queue. ERAS provides a capped, first‑come-15 

first-served channel for up to 68 projects, with no more than ten per quarterly cycle. 16 

Projects undergo the same types of studies used in MISO’s Definitive Planning 17 

Process but on an accelerated timeline, with each quarterly study targeted to finish 18 

in about 60 days, and the overall timeline from the time that the ERAS application 19 

is selected to a Generation Interconnection Agreement (GIA) of roughly three 20 

months. Participation requires verification from the RERRA—here, the Minnesota 21 

Public Utilities Commission—to confirm, among other things, that the new, 22 

incremental load addition claimed by the Interconnection Customer, such as 23 

Sandhill, is valid and not otherwise included in a resource plan or other process in 24 

the RERRA’s purview; or that the Generating Facility proposed by the 25 

interconnection customer will address a resource adequacy deficiency as 26 

determined by the RERRA, State, Load Serving Entity (e.g. a utility), or 27 

interconnection customer. 28 
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Q. Proceeding under the ERAS process, when is the earliest that Sandhill 1 

anticipates it will execute a GIA? 2 

A. The Sandhill Project was not selected by MISO during the first ERAS cycle (ERAS 3 

Q3), so the earliest Sandhill could be selected is the next cycle, beginning on 4 

December 1, 2025 (ERAS Q4). Based on the timelines set forth in the process, if 5 

the Sandhill Project is selected into ERAS the earliest that a GIA could be reached 6 

for the Sandhill Project is mid-February 2026.1 If the Sandhill Project is not selected 7 

for ERAS, the earliest a GIA could be reached is August 2026. As stated in the 8 

Application, after Commission approval is received, construction may begin as 9 

early as the third quarter of 2027 with a commercial operation date of fourth quarter 10 

of 2028. Construction of the Sandhill Project is expected to commence after 11 

construction of the Crane Project is initiated, with timing for each dependent on the 12 

offtake arrangements for each Project. 13 

 14 

V. CRANE PROJECT UPDATES 15 

Q. Have there been any updates to the Crane Project since the Application was 16 

filed? 17 

Yes. Following the filing of the Application, Crane entered into an agreement with 18 

an off-taker for the sale of power and services to be provided by the Crane Project. 19 

Crane is unable to name the off-taker at this time due to confidentiality 20 

requirements, but will provide the name of the off-taker prior to commencing 21 

construction of the Crane Project. 22 

Q. Do you have any updates to the Project Schedule?  23 

A. As noted in the Application, Crane anticipates receiving Commission approval for 24 

the Crane Project and also entering into a GIA with MISO in the first quarter of 25 

2026. After Commission approval is received, construction is anticipated to begin 26 

 
 
1 See eDockets No. 20259-222947-01 at 2-3. 

https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7BF0643F99-0000-C515-BB1B-C5921DB08D70%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=22
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in first quarter of 2027 with an anticipated commercial operation date of second 1 

quarter of 2028.  2 

Q. What is the expected timeline for negotiating and obtaining a GIA for the 3 

Crane Project?  4 

A. Crane filed a GIA application with MISO in 2021 for 200 MW. A GIA with MISO is 5 

required to connect the Crane Project to the electrical transmission system. Crane 6 

expects to sign a GIA in the first quarter of 2026. 7 

 8 

VI. SITE PLAN UPDATES 9 

Q. The Application notes that an on-site wetland delineation has been 10 

completed evaluating the presence and nature of wetlands within the 11 

Projects’ Land Control Areas and Preliminary Development Areas. Have 12 

there been any subsequent revisions to this delineation? If so, please 13 

describe those revisions. 14 

A. Yes. As noted in the Application, a wetland and waterway delineation was 15 

conducted from July 20 to July 23, 2024, to identify and characterize wetlands and 16 

waterways per United States Army Corps of Engineers methodology. The 2024 17 

delineation identified seven total wetlands comprising 4.5 acres. The 2024 18 

delineation identified no wetlands intersecting with the Crane Project Land Control 19 

or Preliminary Development Areas. The delineation did note that the northeast 20 

boundary of the Sandhill Land Control Area intersects one wetland by 5 feet but 21 

further concluded that the Sandhill Preliminary Development Area is located 22 

approximately 25 feet south of the wetland. 23 

 24 

On September 11, 2025, the Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP), under the Wetland 25 

Conservation Act, visited the site for the Crane and Sandhill Projects for a Wetland 26 

Type Confirmation, Delineation Concurrence, and No-Loss Decision. The TEP 27 

determined that certain revisions to the wetland delineation were needed before 28 

the NOD could be issued. The TEP concluded that three previously identified 29 

wetland areas were, in fact, not wetlands, and recommended that the extent of one 30 

wetland be reduced from 0.969 acres to 0.006 acres. The revisions reduced total 31 
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wetlands within the Land Control Areas from 4.463 to 3.229 acres. The revisions 1 

also eliminated a previously identified ephemeral stream identified by the prior 2 

delineation. 3 

 4 

Q. Has a NOD for boundary concurrence been issued for the delineation of 5 

wetlands within the Project Areas? 6 

A. Yes. Applicants received the NOD on October 21, 2025 (Schedule F). Based on 7 

the TEP’s evaluation on September 11, 2025, and following Applicants’ 8 

incorporation of the TEP’s suggested revisions, the NOD concludes that “[b]ased 9 

on the footprint of the future BESS project as provided, the project as designed will 10 

result in no impact to wetland and qualifies as a No Loss under WCA 11 

8420.0415.subp. A – No wetland will be impacted during this project.”  12 

 13 

VII. COORDINATION WITH SHPO 14 

Q. The Commission authorized Applicants to initiate consultation with SHPO 15 

related to the Projects and directed the Applicants to inform the Commission 16 

of the status of that consultation with pre-filed testimony. Are you aware of 17 

that authorization?  18 

A. Yes, in this section of my Direct Testimony, I will provide an update regarding 19 

Applicants’ coordination with SHPO regarding the projects.  20 

 21 

Q. Has a cultural resources literature review or Phase I archaeological 22 

reconnaissance survey been performed or conducted for the Projects? 23 

A. Yes. Applicants engaged TRC Companies, Inc. (TRC) to perform both a cultural 24 

resource literature review and field-based Phase I archaeological reconnaissance 25 

survey for the Projects. Applicants provided both the literature review and field 26 

survey results to the SHPO for review. 27 
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Q. What were the results of the cultural resources literature review and Phase I 1 

archaeological reconnaissance field survey? 2 

A. The cultural resources literature review and Phase I field survey did not identify 3 

any National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) properties, archaeological sites, 4 

cemeteries, or historic structures within the Project Areas. Based on these results, 5 

neither the Crane Project nor the Sandhill Project will affect historic properties 6 

eligible for or listed in the NRHP. 7 

 8 

Q. Please describe the Applicants’ pre-application coordination with SHPO 9 

regarding the Projects. 10 

A. Applicants provided the SHPO with both the literature review and Phase I field 11 

inventory results on September 5, 2024, and December 19, 2024, respectively. On 12 

February 3, 2025, SHPO responded and agreed with the findings and 13 

recommendations in the Phase I field inventory report and commented that the 14 

Crane and Sandhill Projects would not affect properties listed in the National or 15 

State Registers of Historic Places or within the Historic Sites Network. SHPO’s 16 

February 3 confirmation was submitted with the Application.2  17 

 18 

VIII. COMMENTS ON THE EA AND DRAFT SITE PERMIT 19 

Q. Have you reviewed the EA and DSPs prepared by the Commission Energy 20 

Infrastructure Permitting unit for the Projects? 21 

A.  Yes. 22 

 23 

Q. Do you have any comments on the DSPs?  24 

A.  Yes. I have comments on the fence height conditions. I understand that the DSPs 25 

have a condition that would require security fencing that minimizes visual impact 26 

of the projects while maintaining compliance with the National Electric Safety 27 

Code. The condition also requires that a final fence plan for the site be developed 28 

 
 
2 eDockets No. 20253-216062-05 at 3 (Joint Application, Appendix B). 

https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B10446895-0000-CC1A-B57B-DE4AFF2CA0D3%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=33
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in consultation with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). I 1 

understand that MDNR generally recommends a 10-foot fence height for BESS 2 

projects in Minnesota. I have confirmed that a 10-foot fence height will comply with 3 

the National Electric Safety Code requirements, and the Applicants will 4 

accommodate MDNR’s preference for a 10-foot fence height. The Applicants will 5 

also continue to develop a site plan that can minimize visual impacts.  6 

 7 

IX. LOCAL EMPLOYMENT & ECONOMIC BENEFITS 8 

Q. Will the Projects result in local employment and economic benefits?  9 

A. Yes. The Projects will result in direct monetary benefits to landowners involved in 10 

the Projects through payments for voluntary purchase or easement agreements 11 

between the landowners and Crane and Sandhill. Construction of the Projects will 12 

result in temporary increases to revenue of the area through increased demand 13 

for lodging, food services, fuel, transportation, and general supplies.  14 

 15 

Applicants will create job opportunities for trade professionals that live and work in 16 

the area. Applicants will solicit bids from Engineering, Procurement, and 17 

Construction (EPC) contractors and will prioritize EPC contractor bids that utilize 18 

local, union construction personnel to the greatest extent feasible. Construction of 19 

the Projects will require 75 construction personnel, while operations and 20 

management of the Facility will require four long-term personnel. 21 

 22 

Since filing the Application, Applicants have conducted additional analysis and 23 

determined that as a result of sales and use taxes stemming from the purchase of 24 

equipment and construction materials, the Projects are estimated to generate $17 25 

million ($34 million for both Projects) for the State of Minnesota and $1.3 million 26 

for Olmsted County ($2.6 million for both Projects). 27 

 28 

X. CONCLUSION 29 

Q. Does this conclude your Direct Testimony? 30 

A. Yes.  31 
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Director of Development, US Solar & Storage Holdings  
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• Lead development of utility-scale Battery Energy Storage (BESS) and solar 
projects from site control through handoff to construction. 

• Direct discretionary permitting and entitlements with counties, 
municipalities, and state PUCs; coordinate closely with planning staff, AHJs, 
and fire authorities. 

• Support interconnection and commercial offtake strategy; coordinate with 
engineering, legal, and finance to maintain critical path. 

• Manage environmental due diligence efforts to ensure projects minimize 
impacts to sensitive wetlands, biological, or cultural areas.  

• Build and maintain relationships with landowners, local officials, first 
responders, and community stakeholders. 

• Structure community benefit frameworks (e.g., Joint Development/Host 
agreements) that address local priorities and emergency response needs. 

• Manage project budgets and schedules to advance projects efficiently and 
transparently. 
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• US Solar & Storage Holdings 

Development Manager 
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February 2017 – May 2022
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You don't often get email from monika.davis@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Leonard Wabasha (TO)
To: Monika Davis
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Crane & Sandhill BESS Projects - Follow-up on Project Notification Response
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2025 3:12:44 PM
Attachments: image003.png

image004.png
image005.png

Thank you for the opportunity to consult, please keep us informed of the progress of this proposed
project, Have a Great Day!!
 

LEONARD WABASHA
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer • Hocokata Ti
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
d: 952.496.6120
shakopeedakota.org
Leonard.Wabasha@shakopeedakota.org

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community is a federally recognized,
sovereign Indian tribe located southwest of Minneapolis/St. Paul. With a
focus on being a good neighbor, good steward of the earth, and good
employer, the SMSC is committed to charitable donations, community
partnerships, a healthy environment, and a strong economy.

 
From: Monika Davis <monika.davis@merjent.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2025 1:22 PM
To: Leonard Wabasha (TO) <leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org>
Cc: Jan Porvaznik <japv@cip-tt.com>; James Hingston <jhingston@ussolarandstorage.com>
Subject: Crane & Sandhill BESS Projects - Follow-up on Project Notification Response

 

This message came from outside the organization. Do Not click on links, open attachments or respond unless
you know the content is safe.

Good afternoon, Mr. Wabasha.
 
Thank you for your response to the project introduction letter for the Crane and Sandhill Battery
Energy Storage Systems Projects (MPUC Docket Nos. IP-7148/ESS-24-406 and IP-7149/ESS-24-
407) and for your request to receive a copy of the archaeological literature review/study. Copies of
the archaeological inventories are available at the following link:  Crane & Sandhill BESS_CR
Reports for SMDC. I am also sending you an email invitation to the site, in the event the link in this
email does not work. If you have any trouble accessing the file sharing site, please let me know and I
will troubleshoot. Hardcopies of the studies are available upon request.
 
Should you have any questions about the projects, please don’t hesitate to reach out project
representatives Jan Porvaznik at japv@cip-tt.com or James Hingston at
jhingston@ussolarandstorage.com.
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Have a great rest of your day!
 
Monika H. Davis (she/her)
Power Sector Lead
612.924.3988 direct
612.600.8010 mobile
monika.davis@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660
www.merjent.com

 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Confidentiality Notice: This message and any attachments may contain confidential information intended solely for
the designated recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of
this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender
immediately and delete it from your system.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

 
 
August 1, 2025                 
 
 
Mike Bull               —Via Electronic Filing— 
Acting Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
RE:  PROPOSED GENERATOR PROJECTS FOR EXPEDITED RESOURCE ADDITION 

STUDY (ERAS) - SUPPLEMENT 
 DOCKET NO. E002/RP-24-67 
 
Dear Mr. Bull: 
 
This letter supplements our letter filed earlier today with two additional projects, as 
indicated in blue below.  
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, respectfully 
requests the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, as the Relevant Electric Retail 
Regulatory Authority (RERRA), to provide verification to the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator (MISO) in support of an Expedited Resource Addition 
Study (ERAS) for the following additional projects: 

• 300 MW Nobles Energy Storage,  

• 200 MW Sandhill Energy Storage,  

• 300 MW Little Rock Wind/Storage,  

• 100 MW Benton II Solar plus 300 MW Benton Energy Storage, 

• 200 MW Redwood Energy Storage, and 

• 150 MW Lake Charlotte Energy Storage. 
 
Our July 22, 2025 letter to the Commission requested verification of incremental 
capacity at the Cannon Falls Energy Center and the new Sherco South Energy Storage 
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project. It also included a proposal to potentially submit additional renewable projects 
for Commission verification.1  
 
At the Commission’s Special Meeting on July 24, 2025, the Commission voted to accept 
our proposed projects for RERRA verification, delegated to the Executive Secretary the 
responsibility to complete the MISO Verification Forms and coordinate with utilities 
and MISO as necessary for submission, and allowed the Company to potentially identify 
additional projects for verification and inclusion in the first MISO ERAS submission 
window. We thank the Commission for its prompt and collaborative attention to this 
matter. 
 
While we originally believed we would have 2-3 renewable projects of up to 600 MW 
to additionally submit for verification, we were able to identify more projects. In 
addition to being consistent with the needs approved by the Commission in our  
2024-2040 Upper Midwest Integrated Resource Plan (2024 IRP), this set of projects 
is consistent with the discussion at the Special Meeting, where the Commission 
encouraged utilities to bring forward any project consistent with approved resource 
plans that meet the ERAS eligibility criteria.  
 
To that end, we have worked with several developers to identify potential additional 
resources that meet the ERAS criteria and support the Company’s approved resource 
needs. We discuss these projects below, including how each aligns with the Five-Year 
Action Plan in our approved 2024 IRP.  
 
In making this request for RERRA verification, we are balancing speed with other 
considerations in order to preserve project eligibility – meaning, we will be continuing 
our due diligence on this additional set of projects up to their potential submission in 
the MISO ERAS process. For this reason, these projects carry greater uncertainty. 
That said, these projects align with our approved needs and, at this time, we believe 
these projects meet all of the MISO ERAS criteria. The Company is committed to 
keeping the Commission informed regarding which projects are ultimately submitted 
through the ERAS process.  
 
A. Project Descriptions – Requested Additional RERRA Verification  
 

1. Nobles Energy Storage 
 
The 300 MW/1,200 MWh Nobles Energy Storage project is being developed 

 
1 The Company’s July 22, 2025 letter proposed the Company would submit any additional projects by July 31, 
2025. In order to provide the best-informed projects as possible, given the tight timeframe of the MISO 
ERAS process, the Company consulted with Commission staff, who allowed the Company until noon August 
1, 2025 to submit its additional projects for verification. 
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by Xcel Energy on approximately 25 acres of existing Company-owned property at 
the Nobles Wind Farm in Nobles County, Minnesota. The Company has full site 
control, and the Commercial Operation Date (COD) is targeted for 2028. This project 
also aligns with the Commission’s March 24, 2025 Order in Docket No. E-999/CI-
24-316 (Transmission Curtailment Order), which emphasizes battery energy storage 
as a promising solution to alleviate transmission congestion in the Nobles County 
Substation area. As noted in the Order, battery storage can help shift excess wind 
generation to periods of lower output, potentially reducing curtailments and 
improving grid reliability. The Nobles Energy Storage project may play a role in 
addressing short-term transmission limitations identified in the Commission’s 
investigation.  
 

2. Sandhill Energy Storage  
 
The 200 MW/800 MWh Crane Energy Storage project, currently under development 
by an independent bidder, was bid into our 2024 Wind, Solar, Storage RFP.2 The 
proposed Sandhill Energy Storage project represents a 200 MW/800 MWh expansion 
of the Crane project. Both projects are located together in Olmstead County, 
Minnesota. The developer has 100 percent site control, with a targeted COD of 2028. 
 

3. Little Rock Wind/Storage 
 
The 300 MW Little Rock Wind/Storage project is being developed by Xcel Energy in 
conjunction with an independent developer and is part of the Minnesota Energy 
Connection (MNEC) Wind Development Transfer RFP.3 The project is located south 
of the MNEC endpoint substation near Garvin, Minnesota so leveraging the ERAS 
process offers a more efficient interconnection path. The project has 100 percent land 
control with a targeted COD of 2028.  
 

4. Benton Solar II and Benton Energy Storage II 
 
The 100 MW Benton Solar project, currently under development by an independent 
bidder, was bid into our 2024 Wind, Solar, Storage RFP.4 The proposed Benton Solar 
II and Benton Energy Storage II projects represent an additional 100 MW of solar 
capacity and 300 MW/1,200 MWh of storage that will supplement the original 
project. All projects are located together in Benton County, Minnesota. The developer 
has 100 percent site control, with a targeted COD of 2028. 
  

 
2 Docket No. E002/M-24-230. 
3 Docket No. E002/M-23-342 
4 Docket No. E002/M-24-230. 
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5.  Redwood Energy Storage 
 
The 200 MW/800 MWh Redwood Energy Storage Project is currently under 
development by a third party. The project is located in Redwood County, 
Minnesota with planned interconnection via a line-tap of the Cedar Mountain 
to Lyon County 345kv line. The developer has 100 percent site control with a 
targeted COD of 2028.  
 
 6.  Lake Charlotte Energy Storage 
 
The 150 MW/600 MWh Lake Charlotte Energy Storage project is currently 
under development by a third party. The project is located in Martin County, 
Minnesota with planned interconnection at the Rutland 161kv substation. The 
developer has 100 percent site control with a targeted COD of 2028.  
 
B. Proposed ERAS Project Helps Achieve the Approved Five-Year              

Action Plan 
 
As discussed in our July 22, 2025 letter, the Company’s approved 2024 IRP includes a        
Five-Year Action Plan that identifies the need for:  

• 3,200 MW of wind,  
• 400 MW of solar, and  
• 600 MW of standalone storage  

 
To meet these near-term system needs, the Company is currently conducting two 
acquisition processes:  

1) Wind Development Transfer Request for Proposals (RFP) – seeking 1,200 
MW of wind resources. 

2) 2024 NSP RFP – seeking up to 1,600 MW of wind, solar, storage, or hybrid 
resources.  

 
The Five-Year Action Plan, RFP targets, and remaining needs are shown in Table 1 below. 
 

Table 1: Approved IRP – Five-Year Action Plan 

 
Approved Five-Year 
Action Plan (MWs) 

Targeted MWs 
in RFPs5 

Remaining 
Need 

Standalone Storage 600 400 200 
Wind 3,200 2,400 800 
Solar 400  400 

 
5 The 1,600 MW 2024 RFP target is shown in Table 1 as 400 MW Storage and 1,200 MW Wind. The 2024 
RFP was open to Wind, Solar, Storage and Hybrid resources to meet the target.    
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Approved Five-Year 
Action Plan (MWs) 

Targeted MWs 
in RFPs5 

Remaining 
Need 

Firm Peaking Approved Firm Dispatchable Bids including Cannon Falls6 
Total 4,200 2,800 1,400 

 
As shown in Table 1, the Five-Year Action Plan identifies the need for 4,200 MWs of 
capacity. While shortlisted resources are currently in negotiation in our ongoing RFPs 
to fill the targeted 2,800 MW of capacity, it is important to note that even if all 
resources sought through these RFPs are successfully acquired, the total would still fall 
short of the capacity identified in the approved Five-Year Action Plan. 
 
The proposed Nobles Energy Storage, Sandhill Energy Storage, Little Rock Wind,  
Benton Solar II and Benton Energy Storage II, Redwood Energy Storage, and 
Charlotte Energy Storage projects align with the Company’s ongoing resource 
acquisition efforts and are integral to achieving the capacity targets identified in the 
Five-Year Action Plan. These projects support compliance with Commission-approved 
planning objectives and reinforce the Company’s commitment to maintaining a reliable 
and balanced resource portfolio.  

 
C. Conclusion 
 
Given the limited window and first-come, first-serve nature of ERAS applications 
beginning on August 6, 2025, we respectfully request that the Executive Secretary, as 
designated by the Commission and acting in its capacity as the Relevant Electric Retail 
Rate Authority (RERRA), provide the required MISO verification forms confirming 
that the Nobles Energy Storage, Sandhill Energy Storage, Little Rock Wind, Benton 
Solar and Benton Energy Storage, Redwood Energy Storage, and Lake Charlotte 
projects are consistent with our approved 2024 IRP. To support a timely submission 
on the opening day of the application window, we respectfully request that the 
verifications for these projects be issued no later than August 4, 2025. To that end, we 
provide with this letter, a partially completed MISO RERRA Verification Form, along 
with the IRP Order and the Transmission Curtailment Order, as applicable, for each 
of the projects.  
 
Recognizing the accelerated timeline and competitive nature of the ERAS process,  
we will continue our diligence efforts to confirm project eligibility. The Company  
will update the Commission regarding which projects are ultimately submitted through 
the ERAS process. 
 

 
6 The approved bids are: Lyon County Generating Station, Sherco Storage, Mankato Energy Center, Cannon 
Falls Energy Center, DESRI North Star Energy Storage, Lake Wilson Solar plus Storage, and Plum Creek 
Wind plus Storage. Plum Creek subsequently withdrew its proposal.  
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To the extent the entirety of the ERAS queue is not exhausted in the first submission 
window, we will continue to work diligently to identify additional projects for the 
Commission to consider for future quarterly ERAS submission windows.7 We appreciate 
the Commission’s support, and acknowledge the importance of allowing sufficient time 
for review by the Commission. The Company remains committed to providing all 
necessary documentation promptly to facilitate a comprehensive and efficient evaluation 
process.  
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 
Copies have been served on parties on the attached service list. Please contact Jody Londo 
at jody.l.londo@xcelenergy.com or me at bria.e.shea@xcelenergy.com if you have any 
questions regarding this filing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/  Bria E. Shea 
 
BRIA E. SHEA 
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY POLICY 
 
 
Enclosures 
c:  Service List 

 
7 Applications for each quarter are due no later than 15 business days prior to study kickoff for the quarter. 
The first quarterly study will kick off on September 2, 2025; therefore, applications for the first quarterly 
study period must be received by August 11, 2025. ERAS will sunset on earlier of completion of the 68th 
Interconnection Request ERAS study or on August 21, 2027. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Joshua DePauw, hereby certify that I have this day served copies or summaries 
of the foregoing documents on the attached list(s) of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
  with postage paid in the United States Mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
or      
 
xx electronic filing 

 
 
Docket No. E002/RP-24-67 
 
 
Dated this 1st day of August 2025 

 
/s/ 
 

___________________________ 
Joshua DePauw 
Regulatory Administrator 
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August 11, 2025 

 

Docket Nos. E015/RP-21-33; E017/RP-21-339; E002/RP-24-67 

In the Matter of Minnesota Power’s 2021–2035 Integrated Resource Plan  

In the Matter of Otter Tail Power’s 2023–2037 Integrated Resource Plan  

In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 2024–2040 Upper Midwest Integrated Resource Plan 

 

Attached are the 11 Relevant Retail Electric Regulatory Authority (RERRA) Verification Forms for Existing 

Resource Adequacy Deficiency that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission provided for Northern 

States Power Co. d/b/a Xcel Energy’s, Minnesota Power’s, and Otter Tail Power Co.’s (Public Utilities’) 

Expedited Resource Addition Study (ERAS) applications anticipated to be filed with the Midcontinent 

Independent Service Operation (MISO).   

The Commission is the RERRA for the Public Utilities and reviewed projects based on the eligibility 

criteria provided in the MISO verification form template and Information Guide. More information is 

available in the revised Briefing Papers filed on July 23, 2025 in the instant dockets. 

The Commission held a Special Meeting on July 24, 2025 to discuss its role in the MISO ERAS process and 

reviewed, accepted, and agreed to issue verification forms for the projects proposed by the Public 

Utilities (see attached letters dated July 26, 2025.) The Commission also delegated to the Executive 

Secretary to issue verification letters for additional wind, solar, or storage projects proposed by Xcel 

Energy (see attached letters dated August 1, 2025).  

 

Mike Bull 

Acting Executive Secretary 
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 

Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

See: In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 2024-2040 Upper Midwest 
Integrated Resource Plan and In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 
Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of 
Firm Dispatchable Generation, MPUC Docket No. E002/RP-24-67 
and E002/CN-23-212, Order Approving Settlement Agreement with 
Modifications (April 21, 2025). 

☒ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP);  
See: 2024 Wind, Solar, and Storage RFP, issued June 28, 2024, 
MPUC Docket No. E002/M-24-320. 

☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
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4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission_   has not completed its formal 
regulatory reviews of _Xcel Energy’s Sherco South Energy Storage project_. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the _Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission_ that the _Xcel Energy’s Sherco South Energy Storage project is 
prudent, or that construction or purchase of that generation is or should be authorized at the 
retail level. That determination is reserved by the RERRA, and any retail RERRA process 
required under retail law and regulations is not waived. This form shall not be used as evidence 
by any party to support or justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public Need or Necessity, 
cost recovery or any other required RERRA retail jurisdictional determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   7/26/2025
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
 

1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 
[Insert Brief Description of Proceeding including docket number and 
documents in which project is mentioned] 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

See: In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 2024-2040 Upper Midwest Integrated 
Resource Plan and In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s Competitive Resource 
Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of Firm Dispatchable Generation, 
MPUC Docket No. E002/RP-24-67 and E002/CN-23-212, Order Approving 
Settlement Agreement with Modifications (April 21, 2025). 

☐ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP); or [Attach RFP Information or Insert 
Brief Description] 

☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
[Insert Brief Description] 
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4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission_    has not  completed its formal 

regulatory reviews of _Xcel Energy’s Cannon Falls Project_. 

☐ Not Applicable in [State]. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the _Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission_ that the _Xcel Energy’s Cannon Falls Project_ is prudent, or that 
construction or purchase of that generation is or should be authorized at the retail level. That 
determination is reserved by the RERRA, and any retail RERRA process required under retail 
law and regulations is not waived. This form shall not be used as evidence by any party to 
support or justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public Need or Necessity, cost recovery 
or any other required RERRA retail jurisdictional determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   7/26/2025
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 

Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 
[Insert Brief Description of Proceeding including docket number and 
documents in which project is mentioned] 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

Pursuant to the Integrated Resource Plan filed by Minnesota Power 
on February 1st, 2021 in docket E015/RP-21-33, the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission issued an Order Approving Plan and 
Setting Additional Requirements on January 9th, 2023 which directed 
Minnesota Power to acquire at least 300 and up to 400 MW of wind, 
with at least 200 MW in service by 2026 as practicable. 

☒ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP); or [Attach RFP] 

Pursuant to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission order 
approving Minnesota Power’s Integrated Resource Plan in docket 
E015/RP-21-33, Minnesota Power issued a Request for Proposals for 
Wind Resource on February 15, 2024. The Longspur wind project 
was submitted into this RFP and is currently being evaluated along 
with other project submissions. 
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☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
[Insert Brief Description] 

 
 

4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission_ has not completed its formal 
regulatory reviews of _Longspur Wind Project . 

☐ Not Applicable in [State]. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the _Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission_ that the _Longspur Wind Project_ is prudent, or that construction or 
purchase of that generation is or should be authorized at the retail level. That determination is 
reserved by the RERRA, and any retail RERRA process required under retail law and 
regulations is not waived. This form shall not be used as evidence by any party to support or 
justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public Need or Necessity, cost recovery or any 
other required RERRA retail jurisdictional determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   7/26/2025
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
 

1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 
[Insert Brief Description of Proceeding including docket number and 
documents in which project is mentioned] 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

Pursuant to the Integrated Resource Plan filed by Minnesota Power on 
February 1st, 2021 in docket E015/RP-21-33, the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission issued an Order Approving Plan and Setting 
Additional Requirements on January 9th, 2023 which directed 
Minnesota Power to acquire at up to 300 MW of regional/in-service 
territory or net-zero solar. 

☒ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP); 

Pursuant to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission order 
approving Minnesota Power’s Integrated Resource Plan in docket 
E015/RP-21-33, Minnesota Power issued a Request for Proposals for 
Solar Resource on November 15th, 2023. The Boswell Solar project 
was submitted into this RFP and subsequently selected. Pursuant to 
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the filing submitted by Minnesota Power on November 13th, 2024 in 
docket E015/M-24-344 seeking Approval of Investments and 
Expenditures in the Boswell Solar Project though Minesota Power’s 
Renewable Resource Rider, the Minnesota Public Utilities 
commission issued an Order Approving Investment in Solar Project 
and Cost Recovery via Rider on May 13th, 2025 in conjunction with 
the Request for Proposals for Solar Resource. 

☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
[Insert Brief Description] 

 
 
 

4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission_  has not completed its formal 
regulatory reviews of _Boswell Solar Project . 

☐ Not Applicable in [State]. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the _Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission_ that the _Boswell Solar Project is prudent, or that construction or 
purchase of that generation is or should be authorized at the retail level. That determination is 
reserved by the RERRA, and any retail RERRA process required under retail law and 
regulations is not waived. This form shall not be used as evidence by any party to support or 
justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public Need or Necessity, cost recovery or any 
other required RERRA retail jurisdictional determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   7/26/2025
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
 

1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 
[Insert Brief Description of Proceeding including docket number and 
documents in which project is mentioned] 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

Pursuant to the Integrated Resource Plan filed by Otter Tail Power 
on 9/1/2021 in docket RP-21-339, the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission issued and directed Otter Tail Power to procure 20-75 
MWs of battery by 12/31/2029 per the 7/22/2024 Order. 

☐ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP); or [Attach RFP] 

[Insert Brief Description] 

☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
[Insert Brief Description] 
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4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission_ has not completed its formal 
regulatory reviews of _Hoot Lake Battery Project. 

☐ Not Applicable in [State]. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the _Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission_ that the _Hoot Lake Battery Project_ is prudent, or that construction 
or purchase of that generation is or should be authorized at the retail level. That determination 
is reserved by the RERRA, and any retail RERRA process required under retail law and 
regulations is not waived. This form shall not be used as evidence by any party to support or 
justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public Need or Necessity, cost recovery or any 
other required RERRA retail jurisdictional determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   

7/26/2025
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
 

1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 
[Insert Brief Description of Proceeding including docket number and 
documents in which project is mentioned] 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

See: In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 2024-2040 Upper Midwest 
Integrated Resource Plan and In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 
Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts 
of Firm Dispatchable Generation, MPUC Docket No. E002/RP-24-67 
and E002/CN-23-212, Order Approving Settlement Agreement with 
Modifications (April 21, 2025). 

☐ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP); or  

☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
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4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission_ has not completed its formal 
regulatory reviews of Xcel Energy’s Redwood Energy Storage Project. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the _Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission_ that the Xcel Energy’s Redwood Energy Storage Project is prudent, or 
that construction or purchase of that generation is or should be authorized at the retail level. 
That determination is reserved by the RERRA, and any retail RERRA process required under 
retail law and regulations is not waived. This form shall not be used as evidence by any party to 
support or justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public Need or Necessity, cost recovery 
or any other required RERRA retail jurisdictional determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   8/1/2025
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
 

1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 
[Insert Brief Description of Proceeding including docket number and 
documents in which project is mentioned] 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

 See: In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 2024-2040 Upper Midwest 
Integrated Resource Plan and In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 
Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of 
Firm Dispatchable Generation, MPUC Docket No. E002/RP-24-67 and 
E002/CN-23-212, Order Approving Settlement Agreement with 
Modifications (April 21, 2025)  

☐ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP); or  

☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
[Insert Brief Description] 
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4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission_ has not completed its formal 
regulatory reviews of Xcel Energy’s Lake Charlotte Energy Storage Project. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the _Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission_ that the Xcel Energy’s Lake Charlotte Energy Storage Project is 
prudent, or that construction or purchase of that generation is or should be authorized at the 
retail level. That determination is reserved by the RERRA, and any retail RERRA process 
required under retail law and regulations is not waived. This form shall not be used as evidence 
by any party to support or justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public Need or Necessity, 
cost recovery or any other required RERRA retail jurisdictional determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   8/1/2025
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
 

1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

See: In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 2024-2040 Upper Midwest 
Integrated Resource Plan and In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 
Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of 
Firm Dispatchable Generation, MPUC Docket No. E002/RP-24-67 
and E002/CN-23-212, Order Approving Settlement Agreement with 
Modifications (April 21, 2025). 

See: In the Matter of the Investigation into Transmission-Curtailment 

Matters, Drivers, and Potential Solutions to Limitations Resulting 
from the Nobles County Substation, MPUC Docket No. E-999/CI-24-
316, Order Establishing Filing Requirements (March 24, 2025). 

☐ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP);  

☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
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4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission_ has not completed its formal 

regulatory reviews of Xcel Energy’s Nobles Energy Storage Project. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the _Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission_ that the Xcel Energy’s Nobles Energy Storage Project is prudent, or 
that construction or purchase of that generation is or should be authorized at the retail level. 
That determination is reserved by the RERRA, and any retail RERRA process required under 
retail law and regulations is not waived. This form shall not be used as evidence by any party to 
support or justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public Need or Necessity, cost recovery 
or any other required RERRA retail jurisdictional determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   8/1/2025
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
 

1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 
[Insert Brief Description of Proceeding including docket number and 
documents in which project is mentioned] 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

See: In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 2024-2040 Upper Midwest 
Integrated Resource Plan and In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 
Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of 
Firm Dispatchable Generation, MPUC Docket No. E002/RP-24-67 
and E002/CN-23-212, Order Approving Settlement Agreement with 
Modifications (April 21, 2025). 

☒ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP);  

See: 2024 Wind, Solar, and Storage RFP, MPUC Docket No. 
E002/M-24-230. 

☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
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4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission_ has not completed its formal 

regulatory reviews of Xcel Energy’s Sandhill Energy Storage Project. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the  Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission  that the  Xcel Energy’s Sandhill Energy Storage Project  is prudent, or 
that construction or purchase of that generation is or should be authorized at the retail level. 
That determination is reserved by the RERRA, and any retail RERRA process required under 
retail law and regulations is not waived. This form shall not be used as evidence by any party to 
support or justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public Need or Necessity, cost recovery 
or any other required RERRA retail jurisdictional determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   8/1/2025
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
 

1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

See attached In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 2024-2040 Upper 
Midwest Integrated Resource Plan and In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 
Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of 
Firm Dispatchable Generation, MPUC Docket No. E002/RP-24-67 
and E002/CN-23-212, Order Approving Settlement Agreement with 
Modifications (April 21, 2025). 

☒ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP);  

See: Wind Development Transfer RFP, MPUC Docket No. E002/M-
23-342. 

☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
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4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission   has not  completed its formal 

regulatory reviews of Xcel Energy’s Little Rock Wind and Storage Project. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the _Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission_ that the Xcel Energy’s Little Rock Wind and Storage Project is 
prudent, or that construction or purchase of that generation is or should be authorized at the 
retail level. That determination is reserved by the RERRA, and any retail RERRA process 
required under retail law and regulations is not waived. This form shall not be used as evidence 
by any party to support or justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public Need or Necessity, 
cost recovery or any other required RERRA retail jurisdictional determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   8/1/2025
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RERRA Verification Form for Existing Resource Adequacy Deficiency 
 

Instructions: This form may be completed by a representative of the applicable relevant electric 
retail regulatory authority (“RERRA”) where the load to be served by the Generating Facility is 
located and returned to the Interconnection Customer for submission to MISO. MISO is providing 
this form as a sample that may be submitted for ERAS projects that fall within Section 3.9.1(1)(ii). 
Use of this specific form is not required. RERRAs may develop and submit other forms of written 
verification to MISO. 

 

 
 

1. I,  Mike Bull___, am the __Acting Executive Secretary_ of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_. 

2. I am completing this informational form on behalf of the _Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission_ and I confirm that the generation facility identified in the attached 
Interconnection Request should be considered for the ERAS process in order to meet a 
resource adequacy and/or reliability need that the Load Serving Entity or Interconnection 
Customer has claimed. 

3.  I verify to MISO that the proposed Interconnection Request project was included in an 
applicable state or RERRA process identifying its association with resource adequacy and/or 
reliability purposes, which may be triggered by, in whole or in part, but is not limited to: 

☐ A state energy forecast, or other forward-looking forecast; 

☐ The commencement of a state proceeding; 

☒ Review of a RERRA, LSE, or other state resource plan or document, which may 
include, but is not limited to: integrated resource plans, procurement plans, or 
other plan or study types; 

See: In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 2024-2040 Upper Midwest 
Integrated Resource Plan and In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s 
Competitive Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800 Megawatts of 
Firm Dispatchable Generation, MPUC Docket No. E002/RP-24-67 
and E002/CN-23-212, Order Approving Settlement Agreement with 
Modifications (April 21, 2025). 

☒ Response to a Request for Proposals (RFP); or [Attach RFP] 

See: 2024 Wind, Solar, and Storage RFP, MPUC Docket No. 
E002/M-24-230. 

☐ Other process, or delegation of authority, as determined by the RERRA or 
RERRA regulations (including in retail choice states). 
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4. At this time, the _Minnesota Public Utilities Commission_ has not completed its formal 
regulatory reviews of Xcel Energy’s Benton Solar II and Benton Energy Storage II Projects. 

 

5. I understand that the generation facility must meet certain requirements specified in MISO’s 
Tariff to qualify for the ERAS process. 

6. Nothing within this informational form constitutes a finding that the resource has been formally 
approved under any of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s required procedures. 
Nothing herein constitutes an indication, approval, or certification by the _Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission_ that the Xcel Energy’s Benton Solar II and Benton Energy Storage II 
Projects is prudent, or that construction or purchase of that generation is or should be 
authorized at the retail level. That determination is reserved by the RERRA, and any retail 
RERRA process required under retail law and regulations is not waived. This form shall not be 
used as evidence by any party to support or justify a request for siting, a Certificate of Public 
Need or Necessity, cost recovery or any other required RERRA retail jurisdictional 
determination. 

I may be contacted for further information at the following address: 

Mike Bull 
Acting Executive Secretary 
121 7th Place E, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147 
Office: 651-201-2196  
Mike.Bull@state.mn.us 

 

 
Date:   Signature:   8/1/2025
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414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

 
 
September 12, 2025                 
 
 
Sasha Bergman              —Via Electronic Filing— 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
RE:  UPDATE - PROPOSED GENERATOR PROJECTS FOR MISO’S 

EXPEDITED RESOURCE ADDITION STUDY (ERAS)  
 DOCKET NO. E002/RP-24-67 
 
Dear Ms. Bergman: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission this update regarding the generator projects 
we requested the Commission to verify as the Relevant Electric Retail Regulatory 
Authority (RERRA) to the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)  
for inclusion in its Expedited Resource Addition Study (ERAS) process.  
 
A. Background 
 
The MISO ERAS process was developed to address near-term interconnection needs 
to support resource adequacy and reliability needs. It offers a limited, first-come, first-
served pathway for up to 68 projects to be studied under an accelerated timeline, with 
no more than 10 projects evaluated per quarter. This structure is intended to relieve 
pressure on the standard interconnection queue, which currently faces delays of four 
to five years, and to ensure that critical resources can be brought online in a timely 
and orderly manner. The process is designed to issue a Generator Interconnection 
Agreement in three months. 
 
The Commission, acting as the RERRA, held a Special Meeting on July 24, 2025 to 
discuss its role in the MISO ERAS process and reviewed, accepted, and agreed to 
issue verification forms for the projects proposed by Xcel Energy, Minnesota Power, 
and Otter Tail Power. The Commission also delegated authority to the Executive 
Secretary to issue ERAS verification forms for additional projects proposed by the 

Schedule E



 
 

2 

utilities.1 The Company’s proposal outlined how the projects are consistent with       
its approved Integrated Resource Plan and are intended to address urgent resource 
adequacy and reliability needs in Minnesota.  
 
B. ERAS Timeline 
 
The first ERAS cycle began on August 6, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. EST, when MISO opened 
its online application portal. To be considered eligible for the first quarterly study 
cycle, applications had to be submitted no later than August 11, 2025. Once submitted, 
MISO has 15 business days to rank the projects in order of submittal and review the 
applications for completeness. If deficiencies are identified, applicants are notified and 
given 10 business days to correct them – with the deadline to cure deficiencies for the 
first Study cycle being September 2, 2025. If deficiencies are not cured by this Study 
kickoff date, the project is deferred to a future cycle.  
 
ERAS operates on a quarterly study cycle schedule, with four study periods each year: 

• Quarter 1:  First business day of March through the last business day of May. 
• Quarter 2:  First business day of July through the last business day of August. 
• Quarter 3:  First business day of September through the last business day of 

November. 
• Quarter 4:  First business day of December through the last business day of 

February. 
 
Each quarterly cycle is limited to 10 projects, which MISO determines based on time 
of submittal and geographic and technical compatibility. Projects are evaluated 
sequentially and are expected to be completed within 60 days of the study kickoff. 
The ERAS projects undergo the same suite of studies conducted under the MISO 
Definitive Planning Process. 
 
Following completion of the Study, the Generation Interconnection Agreement 
(GIA) negotiation and issuance process begins. The Interconnection Customer (IC) 
and Transmission Owner (TO) have 20 business days to negotiate the GIA. MISO 
then has 10 business days to provide the final Expedited GIA (EGIA). Once the 
EGIA is issued, the IC and TO have 10 business days to execute it or request that 
MISO file it unexecuted. MISO then has an additional 10 business days to execute 
and/or file an unexecuted EGIA with FERC. 
 
In total, the ERAS process – from application submission to GIA issuance – is 
designed to be completed within approximately three calendar months.  

 
1 The Commission’s verification confirms the projects’ eligibility for the ERAS process; it did not constitute 
final regulatory approval or a finding that the projects are in the public interest. 
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C. ERAS Application Status for Company-Supported Projects 
 
On August 6, 2025, the Company submitted an ERAS application to MISO for the 
following Commission verified projects:  

• 300 MW Nobles Energy Storage and 

• 300 MW Sherco South Energy Storage. 
 
Additionally, third-party developers submitted ERAS applications to MISO in support 
of the Company’s resource needs for the following Commission-verified projects: 

• 200 MW Sandhill Energy Storage,  

• 100 MW Benton II Solar plus 300 MW Benton Energy Storage, and 

• 45-70 MW of incremental capacity that would result from planned upgrades       
at the Cannon Falls Energy Center. 
 

On August 26, 2025, MISO published a preliminary list of ERAS projects, indicating 
the order the applications were received. At that point in the process, the Study order 
is subject to change based on the timing of deficiency cures and whether multiple 
projects impact or resolve the same system constraint, in which case not all may be 
selected for evaluation. Projects receiving a deficiency notice had until September 2, 
2025 to cure the deficiency.  
 
On September 4, 2025, MISO announced the first 10 projects selected for study in 
ERAS Cycle 1 (2025, Quarter 3).2 Selection was based on application submission time, 
common constraint review, application withdrawals, and timely cure of application 
deficiencies. None of the projects the Company proposed for RERRA verification 
were selected for study in Cycle 1.  
 
Based on current queue position, we anticipate that at least one of the Company’s 
projects will be selected in Cycle 2, which begins on December 1, 2025. MISO has 
confirmed that applications submitted during the August 6-11, 2025 window for 
Cycle 1 will automatically carry forward into Cycle 2, and applicants will not need to 
reapply on November 6, 2025 for ERAS Cycle 2 (2025, Quarter 4). 
 
D. Next Steps 
 
Based on the ERAS timeline, if any of our projects are selected for study in the 2025, 
Quarter 4 Cycle 2, we anticipate the need for the generator project owner to execute  
a GIA with MISO by mid-February 2026. At that time, the project owner would be 

 
2 See ERAS Cycle 1717096.pdf. 
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required to make a non-refundable “Milestone M2” payment of $24,000/MW – 
ranging from approximately $1 million for the smallest project to $7.2 million for     
the largest.  
 
To ensure the projects remain on track to take advantage of expiring federal tax 
incentives and do not incur significant costs prior to the Commission approving them 
as Company resources, we anticipate filing a petition seeking Commission approval of 
our ERAS Cycle 1 projects in October 2025. We anticipate requesting a decision from 
the Commission by mid-February 2026 to ensure the Company and generator projects 
have the certainty needed to proceed with execution of the GIA and associated 
financial commitments.  
 
In addition to the financial and procedural timelines in the ERAS process, we 
emphasize that the expiring federal tax credits add urgency to the review and approval 
process. Timely Commission action will help ensure that eligible projects can qualify 
for these incentives, which are important to maintaining affordability and advancing 
clean energy deployment.   
 
We appreciate the Commission’s support and acknowledge the importance of allowing 
sufficient time for review by the Commission. The Company remains committed to 
providing all necessary documentation promptly to facilitate a comprehensive and 
efficient evaluation process.  
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 
Copies have been served on parties on the attached service list. Please contact Jody Londo 
at jody.l.londo@xcelenergy.com or me at bria.e.shea@xcelenergy.com if you have any 
questions regarding this filing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/  Bria E. Shea 
 
BRIA E. SHEA 
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY POLICY 
 
 
 
Encls 
c:  Service List 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Marie Horner, hereby certify that I have this day served copies or summaries 
of the foregoing documents on the attached list(s) of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
  with postage paid in the United States Mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
or      
 
xx electronic filing 

 
 
Docket No. E002/RP-24-67 
 
 
Dated this 12th day of September 2025 
 
/s/ 
 

___________________________ 
Marie Horner 
Regulatory Administrator 
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Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act  
NOTICE OF DECISION 

Notice of Decision Template provided by MN Board of Water & Soil Resources – 10/13/2025 

Date this Notice was sent: 10/21/2025 

Local Government Unit: Olmsted County/SWCD 

County: Olmsted 

Applicant and (if applicable) Applicant’s 
Representative: 

Crane Energy Storage LLC. and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 

Kyle Hanson – Merjent, Inc. 

Project Name/Number: 14-25 

Type of Decision (check all that apply): 

Note:  Boundary/type, sequencing, 
replacement plan, and bank plan decisions 
require an associated notice of application 
prior to the decision being made.   

 Boundary/Type  

 Sequencing (submitted separately from a replacement plan) 

 Replacement Plan 

 Bank Plan 

 Exemption 

Identify which exemption by Rule or Statute Citation:  

 No-Loss 

Identify which provision by Rule or Statute Citation: WCA 8420.0415 
Subp.A: no proposed impact to wetlands 

Decision: 

Note: All replacement plan approvals are 
conditional upon confirmation from BWSR 
of withdrawal of specified credits and/or 
financial assurance received for project-
specific replacement. 

 Denied 

 Approved.  

Valid for  5 yrs (default);  Other. Specify:  

 Approved with Conditions 

List Conditions:  

Valid for  5 yrs (default);  Other. Specify:  

LGU Representative Name & Signature: Skip Langer 

Decision Timeline  
An LGU must approve or deny a request within 60 days of receiving a complete application per MINN. STAT. § 15.99. 

Date Complete Application Received: 8/15/25 original & 10/09/2025 revised appl memo 

Date of Decision:  10/21/2025 

If applicable, date of written extension to 
60-day decision timeline & number of days 
extended: 

Reason for Extension (check one): 

 

 
 Other process or decision required to occur before WCA decision. 

 Describe:  

 Additional information and/or revision to application submitted. 

 Applicant request. 

 Other. Describe:   
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Notice of Decision Template provided by MN Board of Water & Soil Resources – 10/13/2025 

Date & number of days extended for any 
additional written extensions agreed to by 
the applicant: 

 

Decision Summary 

Technical Evaluation Panel 
Recommendation (check one): 

 No recommendation 

 Approval or approval with conditions (attach recommendation) 

 Denial (attach recommendation) 

LGU Findings (check all that 
apply): 

 Findings attached 

 Findings: The Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP) visited the site to evaluate the 
wetland delineation on September 11, 2025. During this site visit inaccuracies 
were identified with the previous delineation. Changes were discussed as wetland 
boundaries were reviewed in the field and it was agreed that a revised 
delineation memo would serve to summarize the changes to the overall 
delineation report. Merjent has completed the revisions in the attached memo 
and mapped the approved revised boundaries. 

Based on the footprint of the future BESS project as provided, the project as 
designed will result in no impact to wetland and qualifies as a No Loss under WCA 
8420.0415.subp. A – No wetland will be impacted during this project. 

If changes to the current BESS layout plan occur and wetlands may be impacted, 
the LGU should be contacted and revised plans provided for review and 
comments.   

 

 Other attachments. Specify:  

For Replacement Plan Decisions 
Only: 

Total wetland impacts requiring replacement (acres):  

Type of wetland replacement (check all that apply):  

 Project-Specific. Number of Credits:  

 Banking. Number of Credits by Bank Account #:  

Notice Distribution 

Notice Recipients (check all that 
apply): 

 SWCD TEP Member (if different from LGU): Angela White 

 BWSR TEP Member: Jed Chesnut-wetland specialist 

 DNR Representative: Nicole Lehman-DNR Hydrologist 

 Watershed District or WMO (if applicable):  

 bank.administrator.bwsr@state.mn.us (Bank Plan Decisions Only)  

 Applicant: Crane Energy Storage LLC & Sandhill Energy Storage LLC 

 Applicant’s Representative (if applicable): Merjent-Kyle Hanson 

 Members of the Public Requesting Notices (if applicable):  

 Others: ACOE 
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Notice of Decision Template provided by MN Board of Water & Soil Resources – 10/13/2025 

Appeal Process 

Appeal Process (check one):  Local Appeal Process. To appeal an LGU staff decision, please send 
petition and $411.00 fee payable to: Olmsted County to: Olmsted SWCD  
1188 50th Street SE  Rochester, MN  55904 

 Board of Water & Soil Resources (see instructions below) 

If there is no established Local 
Appeal Process indicated 
above, an appeal of this 
decision may be made to BWSR 
per the instructions to the right. 

 

Note: Decisions are not final until 
the 30-day appeal window ends. 

Mail or email written request to appeal sent to BWSR within 30 days of date 
this notice was sent. Include copy of this notice, name and contact information 
of appellant(s) and their representative(s) (if applicable), a statement clarifying 
intent to appeal, and supporting information as to why the decision is in error. 

Mail check payable to MN Board of Water & Soil Resources for $500.  

Send to:  

Appeals & Regulatory Compliance Coordinator 

Minnesota Board of Water & Soil Resources 

520 Lafayette Road North  

St. Paul, MN 55155 

travis.germundson@state.mn.us.  
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In the Matter of the Application of Crane 
Energy Storage LLC for a Site Permit for 
the up to 200 MW Crane Energy Storage 
Project in Olmsted County, Minnesota 
 

MPUC Docket No. IP-7148/ESS-24-406 
 

In the Matter of the Application of Sandhill 
Energy Storage LLC for a Site Permit for 
the up to 200 MW Sandhill Energy Storage 
Project in Olmsted County, Minnesota 
 

MPUC Docket No. IP-7149/ESS-24-407 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Breann L. Jurek certifies that on the 25th day of November 2025, she e-filed a true and correct 
copy of the Pre-Filed Direct Testimony of James Hingston, with Schedules A-F, on behalf of Crane 
Energy Storage LLC and Sandhill Energy Storage LLC via eDockets (www.edockets.state.mn.us): 

Said documents were also served on the Official Service Lists of record on file with the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission and as attached hereto. 

Executed on:  November 25, 2025 Signed:  /s/ Breann L. Jurek 
  Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 

60 South Sixth Street, Suite 1500 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
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	Direct Testimony Filing Letter
	I. Introduction and Qualifications
	Q. Please state your name, employer, and business address.
	A. My name is James Hingston. I am employed by U.S. Solar & Storage Holdings (USSH), which has a business address of 23761 Coronel Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691. USSH provides development services to Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners (CIP), with a foc...

	Q. Please briefly describe your educational background and professional experience.
	A. I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from the University of Massachusetts. I also have nearly nine years of experience in sustainable development, including three years of experience working directly on the development of battery e...

	Q. For whom are you testifying?
	A. I am testifying on behalf of Crane Energy Storage, LLC (Crane) and Sandhill Energy Storage, LLC (Sandhill) (collectively, the Applicants).

	Q. What is the relationship between the Applicants and CIP?
	A. The Applicants are wholly owned subsidiaries of CIP, an infrastructure investment firm specializing in renewable energy and other essential infrastructure projects. They are known for their expertise in developing, financing, and managing critical ...

	Q. What is your role with respect to the Projects?
	A. I serve as the lead developer for these Projects, with a focus on environmental and land use permitting.


	II. Purpose of Testimony
	Q. What is the purpose of your Direct Testimony?
	A. The purpose of my testimony is to: (1) provide an overview of the projects; (2) provide updates on the Sandhill project; (3) provide an update on the Crane project; (4) provide an update on the Site Plan; (5) describe the Applicant’s coordination a...

	Q. What schedules are attached to your Direct Testimony?
	A. The following schedules are attached to my Direct Testimony:
	 Schedule A: Statement of Qualifications
	 Schedule B: Archeological Inventories - Correspondence with Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
	 Schedule C: Xcel Energy’s Expedited Resource Addition Study (ERAS) Filing Letter
	 SCHEDULE D: Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) Relevant Retail Electric Regulatory Authority (RERRA) Verification Form
	 Schedule E: Xcel Energy’s ERAS Update
	 Schedule F: Notice of Decision (NOD) & Approved Wetland Boundary Map



	III. Project Overview
	Q. Please provide a summary of the projects, including the proposed location and proposed site.
	A. Applicants propose two adjacent stand-alone BESS—the Crane Energy Storage Project (Crane Project) and the Sandhill Energy Storage Project (Sandhill Project)—in Kalmar Township, Olmsted County, Minnesota (collectively, the Projects). Each stand-alon...
	The Crane Land Control Area encompasses approximately 36.3 acres, of which approximately 35.6 acres will comprise the Crane Preliminary Development Area; approximately 14.8 acres will host BESS operational components. The Sandhill Land Control Area en...
	Because the Projects share the access road, collector substation, and gen-tie line corridor, there is overlapping acreage: 19.2 acres of the Sandhill Land Control Area overlaps with and is already accounted for in the Crane Land Control Area. Similarl...

	Q. Why did Applicants choose the Project Areas as presented in the Application to build the Projects?
	A. Applicants considered several factors, including existing and planned renewable energy projects in the region, environmental constraints, land availability, and cost. The feasibility of interconnection to existing transmission was also considered i...

	Q. Did you coordinate with local landowners, local, state, and federal regulatory stakeholders, and tribes?
	A. Yes. Applicants conducted early and ongoing engagement with local landowners, federal, state, and local regulatory stakeholders, and Tribal Nations to introduce the Projects, request input, and coordinate permitting.
	At the federal level, Applicants have coordinated with the Army Corps of Engineers, the Federal Aviation Administration, and the Department of Agriculture–Natural Resource Conservation Service. Applicants also contacted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv...
	State coordination included communications with: Department of Commerce–Energy Environmental Review and Analysis regarding the Joint Application and considerations arising from the Projects’ proximity to each other and overlapping facilities and land ...
	Local engagement included meetings and exchanges with Olmsted County officials and planning staff, City of Byron administration, the City of Byron Fire Chief, the Byron Chamber of Commerce, and the Byron Township Cooperative Planning Association.
	Applicants notified all eleven Tribal Nations recognized in Minnesota and received a response from the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) Community requesting the archaeological literature review/field inventory. Applicants provided the Shakopee Mdew...

	Q. Do you have any updates on coordination with local stakeholders?

	IV. Sandhill Project Updates
	Q. Have there been any updates to the Sandhill Project since the Application was filed?
	Yes. Following the filing of the Application, Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, nominated the Sandhill Project to the Commission for inclusion in the Midcontinent Independent System Operator’s (MISO) ERAS process (Schedule ...

	Q. Please describe MISO’s ERAS purpose and process.
	A. ERAS is a MISO pathway to fast‑track interconnection for near‑term resources needed for system reliability and capacity. The ERAS process is aimed at easing the multi‑year backlog in the standard queue. ERAS provides a capped, first‑come-first-serv...

	Q. Proceeding under the ERAS process, when is the earliest that Sandhill anticipates it will execute a GIA?
	A. The Sandhill Project was not selected by MISO during the first ERAS cycle (ERAS Q3), so the earliest Sandhill could be selected is the next cycle, beginning on December 1, 2025 (ERAS Q4). Based on the timelines set forth in the process, if the Sand...


	V. Crane Project Updates
	Q. Have there been any updates to the Crane Project since the Application was filed?
	Yes. Following the filing of the Application, Crane entered into an agreement with an off-taker for the sale of power and services to be provided by the Crane Project. Crane is unable to name the off-taker at this time due to confidentiality requireme...

	Q. Do you have any updates to the Project Schedule?
	A. As noted in the Application, Crane anticipates receiving Commission approval for the Crane Project and also entering into a GIA with MISO in the first quarter of 2026. After Commission approval is received, construction is anticipated to begin in f...

	Q. What is the expected timeline for negotiating and obtaining a GIA for the Crane Project?
	A. Crane filed a GIA application with MISO in 2021 for 200 MW. A GIA with MISO is required to connect the Crane Project to the electrical transmission system. Crane expects to sign a GIA in the first quarter of 2026.


	VI. SITE PLAN UPDATES
	Q. The Application notes that an on-site wetland delineation has been completed evaluating the presence and nature of wetlands within the Projects’ Land Control Areas and Preliminary Development Areas. Have there been any subsequent revisions to this ...
	A. Yes. As noted in the Application, a wetland and waterway delineation was conducted from July 20 to July 23, 2024, to identify and characterize wetlands and waterways per United States Army Corps of Engineers methodology. The 2024 delineation identi...

	Q. Has a NOD for boundary concurrence been issued for the delineation of wetlands within the Project Areas?
	A. Yes. Applicants received the NOD on October 21, 2025 (Schedule F). Based on the TEP’s evaluation on September 11, 2025, and following Applicants’ incorporation of the TEP’s suggested revisions, the NOD concludes that “[b]ased on the footprint of th...


	VII. COORDINATION WITH SHPO
	Q. The Commission authorized Applicants to initiate consultation with SHPO related to the Projects and directed the Applicants to inform the Commission of the status of that consultation with pre-filed testimony. Are you aware of that authorization?
	A. Yes, in this section of my Direct Testimony, I will provide an update regarding Applicants’ coordination with SHPO regarding the projects.

	Q. Has a cultural resources literature review or Phase I archaeological reconnaissance survey been performed or conducted for the Projects?
	A. Yes. Applicants engaged TRC Companies, Inc. (TRC) to perform both a cultural resource literature review and field-based Phase I archaeological reconnaissance survey for the Projects. Applicants provided both the literature review and field survey r...

	Q. What were the results of the cultural resources literature review and Phase I archaeological reconnaissance field survey?
	A. The cultural resources literature review and Phase I field survey did not identify any National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) properties, archaeological sites, cemeteries, or historic structures within the Project Areas. Based on these results...

	Q. Please describe the Applicants’ pre-application coordination with SHPO regarding the Projects.
	A. Applicants provided the SHPO with both the literature review and Phase I field inventory results on September 5, 2024, and December 19, 2024, respectively. On February 3, 2025, SHPO responded and agreed with the findings and recommendations in the ...


	VIII. Comments on the EA and DRAFT SITE PERMIT
	Q. Have you reviewed the EA and DSPs prepared by the Commission Energy Infrastructure Permitting unit for the Projects?
	A.  Yes.

	Q. Do you have any comments on the DSPs?
	A.  Yes. I have comments on the fence height conditions. I understand that the DSPs have a condition that would require security fencing that minimizes visual impact of the projects while maintaining compliance with the National Electric Safety Code. ...


	IX. Local Employment & Economic Benefits
	Q. Will the Projects result in local employment and economic benefits?
	A. Yes. The Projects will result in direct monetary benefits to landowners involved in the Projects through payments for voluntary purchase or easement agreements between the landowners and Crane and Sandhill. Construction of the Projects will result ...
	Applicants will create job opportunities for trade professionals that live and work in the area. Applicants will solicit bids from Engineering, Procurement, and Construction (EPC) contractors and will prioritize EPC contractor bids that utilize local,...
	Since filing the Application, Applicants have conducted additional analysis and determined that as a result of sales and use taxes stemming from the purchase of equipment and construction materials, the Projects are estimated to generate $17 million (...


	X. Conclusion
	Q. Does this conclude your Direct Testimony?
	A. Yes.
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