
 
 

 

 
Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Issued: March 16, 2023 

 
In the Matter of the Application of Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy for a 
Certificate of Need for Additional Dry Cask Storage at the Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant 
Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation in Wright County 

 
PUC Docket Numbers: E-002/CN-21-668 

 
OAH Docket Number: 8-2500-38129 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) will hold an 
in- person public hearing and a remote-access public hearing on Xcel Energy’s application for a 
certificate of need for the expansion of its Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation (ISFSI) at the 
Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant (MNGP) in Wright County. 
 
Xcel Energy is requesting additional storage of spent nuclear fuel in the ISFSI at the MNGP sufficient 
to extend its operating life by 10 years – from 2030 to 2040.  This additional storage requires 
installation of a second concrete support pad within the existing ISFSI.  A modular concrete storage 
system would be placed on the new concrete pad.  Xcel Energy indicates that spent fuel would be 
stored in steel canisters, with the canisters then being placed in the concrete storage system.  Xcel 
Energy estimates that approximately 14 additional spent fuel storage canisters will be needed for 
operations through 2040. 
 
Before the project can be constructed, the Commission must determine that the project is necessary 
and in the best interest of the state. The certificate of need process includes an environmental impact 
statement, public hearings, and trial-type evidentiary hearings. The public hearings are the only 
opportunity for the public to appear in person to 1) provide their input on the necessity of the 
project, 2) provide input on the no-build alternatives, and 3) address alternatives for the Commission 
to consider. The public hearing will be conducted in accordance with the requirements of Minnesota 
Statute 216B.243, subd. 4. Members of the public may participate in the public hearing and public 
comment process without the necessity of intervening as a party to the contested case. 
Representation by legal counsel is permitted but not required. The criteria that the Commission must 
address when rendering a final decision are found in Minnesota Statutes 216B.243, Subd. 3 & 3a, and 
Minnesota Rules 7849.0120.  
 
There will be two public hearings in this matter: an In-Person Hearing and a Remote-Access Hearing. 
The information presented will be the same at both hearings.  
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 In-Person Hearing  
 

Date: Wednesday, March 29, 2023 
Time: 6:00 p.m. – 8:45 p.m.  
Location: Monticello Community Center, 505 Walnut St. Monticello, MN, 55362 
 
Link to Google Map: https://goo.gl/maps/oLcjsXzGFNbsaANq5 
 
To find out if a meeting is canceled due to bad weather or other call 1-855-731-6208 or 651-201- 2213 
or visit mn.gov/puc. 

 

 Remote-Access Hearing  
 
Date: Thursday, March 30, 2023 
Time: 1:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.  
WebEx Link: 
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=m201d569e80490b91d8fbd490f8ee98c7 
WebEx Number: 2481 087 5988 
WebEx Password: nhPadM9p3C5 (64723697 from phones) 
   or 
Join by Phone: 1-855-282-6330 Toll Free Access Code: 2481 087 5988 
 
If you are joining the hearing by WebEx and would like to ask a question or make a comment during 
the designated portion of the hearing, use the chat function to send a message to the meeting 
moderator. If you are joining the hearing by phone, press *3 on your phone. Your line will be 
unmuted by the meeting moderator when it is your turn to comment, and you will be able to ask your 
question or make a comment. 
 
Additional information and instructions are available at: 
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/ 
 
Public Hearing and Process Information 
 
Administrative Law Judge Eric L. Lipman, from the Office of Administrative Hearings, will preside over 
the public hearings and will provide the Commission with findings of fact, conclusions of law, and a 
recommendation based on the filings and record from the hearing. 
 
The hearings will end when all attendees have had the opportunity to comment, and all other 
business has been concluded, or the schedule end time, whichever occurs first. Written comments 
may be submitted during the comment period following the hearing using the methods described in 
this notice. 
 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/oLcjsXzGFNbsaANq5
https://mn.gov/puc/
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=m201d569e80490b91d8fbd490f8ee98c7
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Minnesota Statutes and Rules. This project is being reviewed under Minnesota Statute 216B.243 and 
Minnesota Rules chapter 7849. The rules and statutes are available for review at: 
www.revisor.mn.gov. 
 
Environmental Impact Statement 
 
The Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) has prepared and issued an environmental 
impact statement (EIS) for the project. The EIS analyzes the potential impacts of the project and 
possible mitigation measures. In addition, the EIS analyzes the potential impacts of any alternatives 
contained in the Scoping Decision. The EIS is available on the Department’s website and on eDockets 
(see Additional Information, below). Print copies of the EIS are available from the Department upon 
request from Ray Kirsch at the Department (raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us or 651-539-1841). 
 
Written Comment Period 
 
Written comments will be accepted through April 14, 2022, by 4:30 p.m. Please include the docket 
number (21-668) in all communications. Comments received after the close of the comment period 
may or may not be considered by the Commission. 
 
Please focus your comments on information that will help the Commission answer the following 
questions: 
 
 Is the project needed and in the public interest? 
 What are the costs and benefits of the project? 
 If granted, what additional conditions or requirements should be included in the certificate  of 
 need? 
 Are there any other issues or concerns the Commission should know? 
  
Comments may be submitted: 
 
Online: https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments/ 
eDockets: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling 
Email: publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us 
U.S. Mail: Public Advisor – Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
      St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Important. Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website, except in 
limited circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The 
Commission does not edit or delete personal or identifying information from submissions. 

http://www.revisor.mn.gov/
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
mailto:publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us
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Additional Information 
 
Information on the application review process and documents related to the proposed project 
including materials from the public hearings, the certificate of need application, and the environmental 
impact statement are available on the Department’s website at: 
https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/web/project/14560 or the Commission’s website at: mn.gov/puc, 
select eDockets, enter the year (21) and the docket number (668), and select Search. 
 
Certificate of Need Application. Print copies of the certificate of need application are available for 
viewing at the Monticello Public Library, 200 West 6th St., Monticello, MN 55362 
 
Evidentiary Hearings. Judge Lipman will preside over evidentiary hearings on the certificate of need on 
April 20, 2023, and April 21, 2023 at the Commission’s offices. Please refer to the Commission’s 
Calendar for more information: https://mn.gov/puc/about-us/calendar/. 
 
Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties, 
participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling: mn.gov/puc, select eDockets and 
follow the prompts. 
 
Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at: mn.gov/puc, 
select eDockets, enter the year (21) and the docket number (668), and select Search. 
 
Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter 
visit: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling, select Subscribe to Dockets and follow the prompts. 
 
Project Mailing List. Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities to 
participate or change your mailing preference. Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton 
at 651-201-2246 with the docket number (21-668), your name, mailing address, and email address. 
 
Questions about these dockets or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission staff, 
Michael Kaluzniak at mike.kaluzniak@state.mn.us or 651-201-2257. 
 
 
 
 
If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in this hearing, please 
contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in advance of the 
hearings. 
 
To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice). 
Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications Relay 
Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance. 

 

 
 

https://apps.commerce.state.mn.us/web/project/14560
https://mn.gov/puc/
https://goo.gl/maps/NT7iujJUoFMwVoEe6
https://mn.gov/puc/about-us/calendar/
https://mn.gov/puc/
https://mn.gov/puc
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
mailto:docketing.puc@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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Proposed Project Location and Detail 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Robin Benson, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the 
same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Docket Number: E-002/CN-21-668 
 
Dated this 16th day of March, 2023 
 
 
 
 
/s/ Robin Benson 
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ota.org

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community
										2330 Sioux Trail NW
										Prior Lake,
										MN
										55372

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Miranda Sam Miranda.Sam@lowersioux.
com

Lower Sioux Indian
Community

39527 Reservation
Highway 1
										PO Box 308
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Adam Savariego adams@uppersiouxcommu
nity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Community 5722 Travers Lane PO Box
147
										
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										56241

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Jessie Seim jessie.seim@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Darrell Seki, Sr. dseki@redlakenation.org Red Lake Nation 15484 Migizi Drive
										
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Joel Smith jsmith@mnchippewatribe.o
rg

Minnesota Chippewa Tribe PO Box 217
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts
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Nizhoni Smith nizhoni.smith@lowersioux.
com

Lower Sioux Indian
Community

PO Box 308
										39527 Reservation
Highway 1
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Roger Smith, Sr. RogerMSmithSr@fdlrez.co
m

Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road
										
										Cloquet,
										MN
										55720

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Eugene Sommers eugene.sommers@whiteea
rth-nsn.gov

White Earth Nation PO BOX 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56591

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Marie Spry mariespry@grandportage.c
om

Grand Portage Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa

PO Box 428
										
										Grand Portage,
										MN
										55605

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

LeRoy Staples Fairbanks III leroy.fairbanks@llojibwe.ne
t

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Drive NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Toby Stephens tobys@grandportage.com Grand Portage Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa

PO BOX 428
										
										Grand Portage,
										MN
										55605

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Samuel Strong Sam.strong@redlakenation
.org

Red Lake Nation 15484 Migizi Drive
										
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Camille Tanhoff kamip@uppersiouxcommu
nity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Community 5722 Travers Lane
										PO BOX 147
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										56241

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Caralyn Trutna carrie@uppersiouxcommun
ity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Community Upper Sioux Community
										P.O. Box 147
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										55372

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Heather Westra heather.westra@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts
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Steve White steve.white@llojibwe.net Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Drive NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Cody Whitebear cody.whitebear@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Virgil Wind virgil.wind@millelacsband.c
om

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Drive
										
										Onamia,
										MN
										56359

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Laurie York laurie.york@whiteearth-
nsn.gov

White Earth Reservation
Business Committee

PO Box 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56591

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Ian Young IanYoung@FDLREZ.COM Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road
										
										Cloquet,
										MN
										55720

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts
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Jaime Arsenault jaime.arsenault@whiteeart
h-nsn.gov

White Earth PO BOX 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56591

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Benjamin Benoit Ben.Benoit@llojibwe.net Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Dr
										
										Cass Lakle,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Tommy Brown Tommy.brown@llojibwe.net Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Dr NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Kade Ferris kade.ferris@redlakenation.
org

Red Lake Region PO Box 274
										
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Mary Ann Gagnon maryanng@grandportage.c
om

Grand Portage Band of
Ojibwe

PO Box 428
										
										Grand Portage,
										MN
										55605

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Terry Kemper Terry.Kemper@millelacsba
nd.com

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Dr
										
										Onamia,
										MN
										56359

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Samantha J Odegard samanthao@uppersiouxco
mmunity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Tribal
Community

PO Box 147
										
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										56241

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Evan Schroeder evanschroeder@fdlrez.com Fond du Lac Band of
Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road
										
										Cloquet,
										MN
										55720

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Cheyanne St. John cheyanne.stjohn@lowersio
ux.com

Lower Sioux Tribal
Community

39527 Reservation Hwy 1
										
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Leonard Wabasha leonard.wabasha@shakop
eedakota.org

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community

2300 Tiwahe Circle
										
										Shakopee,
										MN
										55379

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices
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Noah White noah.white@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices
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