
 
 

 
 
 

July 30, 2014 
 
 
Dr. Burl Haar, Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN  55101-2147 
 
 Subject: Revised Rate Increase Notice 
  Docket No. E-111/GR-14-482 
 
Dear Dr. Haar: 
 
On July 29, 2014, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC or Commission) staff 
provided Dakota Electric Association (Dakota Electric) with revisions to the proposed rate 
increase notice (Notice) contained in our general rate case filing in Docket No. E-111/GR-14-
482.  Attached is the revised Notice, as modified by Commission staff, which Dakota Electric 
proposes to include as a bill insert with the first bills that include the proposed interim rate 
increase. 
 
If you or your staff has any questions regarding this revised rate increase notice, please call me at 
(651) 463-6258.   
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      Douglas R. Larson 
      Vice President of Regulatory Services  
      Dakota Electric Association 
      4300 220th Street West 
      Farmington, MN  55024 
 
 
  
 



Certificate of Service 
 
 
 

I, Cherry Jordan, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the attached document to 
those on the following service list by e-filing, personal service, or by causing to be placed in the 
U.S. mail at Farmington, Minnesota. 
 
 
Docket No.  E-111/GR-14-482 
 
 
Dated this 30th day of July, 2014 
 
/s/ 
_____________________________ 
Cherry Jordan 
 



Proposed changes for base electricity rates
Dakota Electric Association has asked the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission (MPUC) for permission to increase electric 
utility rates and service charges. The proposed increase in total 
cooperative annual revenues will be about 2.1 percent.

Interim rates
State law allows us to collect higher rates on an interim 
(temporary) basis while our rate filing is reviewed. The interim 
rate increase is about 1.5 percent over current rates. The interim 
increase appears on your bill as “Interim Rate Adjustment.” For 
Residential and Small General Service members, the interim 
adjustment applies to the monthly fixed charge, energy charge 
and resource and tax adjustment. For General Service members 
the interim adjustment also applies to the demand charge.  

The interim increase will be in place until the MPUC determines 
final rates, likely in 2015. If final rates are lower than interim 
rates, we will refund members the difference with interest. 
If final rates are higher than interim rates, we will not charge 
members the difference.

What is increasing Dakota Electric’s costs?
Since Dakota Electric’s last request for a rate increase in 2009, 
costs for equipment, labor and materials have continued to in-
crease. These factors, combined with minimal growth in electric 
sales in the last five years, contributed to the need for this filing.

How is Dakota Electric controlling costs?
•	 Using technology and process improvements to increase 

efficiency.
•	 Employees do things every day to reduce expenses. They 

may not produce large savings on their own but when 
added together, help lower expenses.

•	 Offering a variety of programs to help members save 
energy and money. 

Proposed Change in Monthly Electricity Costs

Member classification Average monthly kWh 
use

Current monthly bill Interim monthly bill Proposed final monthly bill

Residential 820 $104.87 $106.45 $107.66

Small General Service 1,000 $127 $128 $133

General Service 16,000 $1,693 $1,719 $1,694

Monthly Fixed Charges

Member classification Current Proposed

Residential $8.00 $10.00

Small General Service $10.00 $14.00

General Service $28.00 $34.00

Energy (per kWh) and Demand (per kW) Rates 
(including RTA)
Member classification Current Proposed

Residential

Energy: Summer (June - Aug) 12.864¢ 12.96¢

Energy: Other (Sept - May) 11.464¢ 11.56¢

Small General Service

Energy: Summer (June - Aug) 12.673¢ 12.9¢

Energy: Other 11.273¢ 11.5¢

General Service

Energy: First 200 kWh per kW 7.937¢ 7.75¢

Energy: Next 200 kWh per kW 6.937¢ 6.75¢

Energy: Over 400 kWh per kW 5.937¢ 5.75¢

Demand: Summer (June - Aug) $11.75 $12.25

Demand: Other (Sept - May) $8.65 $9.15

Impact on monthly bills
The proposed rate increase will affect individual monthly bills differently depending on electricity use and member classification. 
The charts below show the current and proposed rates for each member classification. 



Review process
The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC), the Min-
nesota Department of Commerce (DOC),  the Office of the 
Attorney General (OAG), public interest groups and consumers 
will investigate our proposal. 

The MPUC will hold public hearings about our rate request. 
Members and others may comment on our rate request at the 
public hearings. Dakota Electric will provide public hearing 
dates and locations in local newspapers, in a bill insert and at 
www.dakotaelectric.com.

More information
Dakota Electric’s current and proposed rate schedules are  
available at:

Dakota Electric Association
Web: www.dakotaelectric.com
Phone: 651-463-6212
4300 220th Street West
Farmington, MN 55024

Minnesota Department of Commerce
Web: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp
Select 14 in the year field, enter 482 in the number field, select 
Search and the list of documents will appear on the next page.
Phone: 651-539-1534
85 7th Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

Submit Comments 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
Web: mn.gov/puc, select Comment on an Issue, find this docket 
and add your comments to the discussion.
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101
Phone: 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782
Citizens with hearing or speech disabilities may call through 
their preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Written comments are most effective when the following items 
are included: 

1. The Docket Number (E-111/GR-14-482) in the heading
2. Your name and your connection to the docket
3. The specific issues that concern you
4. Any knowledge you have about the issues
5. Your specific recommendation
6. The reason for your recommendation

Important
Comments will be made available to the public on the Com-
mission’s website, except in limited circumstances consistent 
with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The MPUC 
does not edit or delete personally identifying information from 
submissions. 

Dakota Electric Association 
4300 220th Street West 
Farmington, MN 55024 
651-463-6212 
www.dakotaelectric.com

Dakota Electric 

seeks increase in 

electric rates

Interim rates effective with usage 
on and after Sept. 11, 2014 until 

final decision is made.

4300 220th Street West, Farmington, MN 55024
651-463-6212  •  800-874-3409

www.dakotaelectric.com
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