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Newspaper advertisements

Alexandria Echo Press

Douglas County

April 17 & 24, 2023

October 6 & 11, 2023

January 31 & February 7, 2024
June 12 & 19, 2024

Dawson Sentinel

Lac Qui Parle County

April 19 & 26, 2023

October 4 & 11, 2023

January 31 & February 7, 2024
June 12 & 19, 2024

April 15 & 22, 2023

Swift County Extra Shopper Swift County October 6 & 13. 2023
February 3 & 10, 2024
June 15 & 22, 2024
April 18 & 25, 2023
October 4 & 11, 2023
Grant County Herald Grant County ctober

January 30 & February 6, 2024
June 11 & 18, 2024

Ortonville Independent

Big Stone County

April 17 & 24, 2023

October 3 & 10, 2023

January 29 & February 5, 2024
June 10 & 17, 2024

Pope County Tribune

Pope County

April 17 & 24, 2023
January 29 & February 5, 2024
June 6 & 7, 2024

Stevens County Times

Stevens County

April 18 & 25, 2023

October 3 & 10, 2023

January 30 & February 6, 2024
June 11 & 18, 2024

Swift County Monitor

Swift County

April 19 & 26, 2023

October 4 & 11, 2023
January 31 & February 7, 2024
June 12 & 19, 2024

West Central Tribune

Kandiyohi County

April 15 & 22, 2023
October 4 & 11, 2023
February 3 & 10, 2024
June 8 & 17, 2024
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Project handout

Big Stone South to Alexandria

Otter Tail Power Company and
Missouri River Energy Services
are proposing a new 345-kilovolt
(kV) transmission line between
Otter Tail Power’s Big Stone
South Substation in South
Dakota and a substation owned
by Missouri River Energy Services
in Alexandria, Minnesota.

This project will improve electric
reliability, increase resiliency

to extreme weather conditions,
reduce transmission congestion,
and increase access to
renewable energy in the region.

A lot has to happen before the
Big Stone South to Alexandria
345-kV transmission line can be
placed in service.

We are developing route

options for the proposed line
and look forward to your input.

Study area is subject to change.

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STEPS

Construction

Right of Way In Service by 2030
Surveys Restoration
plications Route Application Decision
al Permits Final Engineering
@ MISSOURI I
OmTeERTAIL RIVER Big Stone South
POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES to Alexandria
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BS54 omenian

to Alexandria POWER COMPANY

HDR

1601 Utica Avenue South, Suite 600
St. Louis Park, MN 55416-3400

! I\RIIIISSOURI

ENERGY SERVICES

} Join us at an open house to learn about the Big Stone to Alexandria 345-kV transmission

line proposed by Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services.
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Project handout

0 . MISSOURI
BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria W o ene

NEW 345-KV TRANSMISSION LINE Routing Process

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services
are proposing a new transmission line to connect the existing

Big Stone South substation in northeast South Dakota and the 2 Define
existing Alexandria, Minnesota substation. We will work closely with | | study
landowners, commmunities, and local officials to identify potential ‘
routes and file route permits with appropriate regulatory agencies.

Area

The BSSA transmission project will:

i L 2 T

Improve electric Increase resiliency Reduce Increase access Identify
reliability to extreme weather transmission to renewable Project
conditions congestion energy ‘ - B¥ cCorridors

[ sTuDY AREA
9 EXISTING SUBSTATION

Develop
Route
Alternatives

Select
Preferred

The Study Area is subject to refinement during project development.

Many steps need to take place between
now and when the Big Stone South to
Alexandria 345-kV Transmission Line is fully
operational. See the timeline on the right for
a snapshot of how this project will develop
and when you will see different milestones!

Processes and timing vary from MN to SD.
Our project team will refine the timing of
these steps to be in compliance with each
respective state’s requirements.

We can’t do this alone, and we're =: www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com

appreciative of your support and interest ¥ connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com camera to scan

in the Big Stone South to Alexandria
345-kV Transmission Line project! ¢ (800) 598-5587 the QR code.
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WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Both Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri
River Energy Services belong to the Midcontinent
Independent System Operator organization, also
referred to as MISO.

Iron Range
Jamestown

|

Big Stone
South©

Ellendale | Alexandria
O ~

MISO is a non-profit, member-based regional
transmission organization that provides reliable, cost-
effective electric systems and operations; dependable
and transparent prices; open access to markets; and
planning for long-term efficiency.

North
Rochester

Maple Morrison

Ridge Tazewell Q==0==C Reynolds
OO A Gilman

Pgxton

MISO has approved 18 new transmission projects
throughout the Midwest that are needed by 2030 to
ensure a reliable and resilient transmission system
in the future.

— MISSOURI

Orn;r;z'nlu RIVER’

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT BENEFITS

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy
Services are proposing a new 345-kilovolt (kV)
transmission line between Otter Tail Power's existing
Big Stone South Substation and MRES's existing
Alexandria Substation.

The project will benefit the region by:

a

ﬁ \ Increasing access to
ZII> renewable energy

Improving electric 8]

reliability

b8 Reducing transmission
)7\(" congestion

Increasing resiliency to extreme

-5 Weather conditions

a0

NORTH
DAKOTA

MINNESOTA

SOUTH
DAKOTA

L

MORRIS

OTTER TAll

2

BIG STONE SOUTH
SUBSTATION

L POWER

59 BENSON iﬁ

MISSOURI RIVéR ENERGY
SERVICES ALEXANDRIA
SUBSTATION

STARBUCK

TH DAKOTA
INNESOTA

APPLETON

==

The Study Area is subject to refinement during project development.

Orrzh'rnu

MISSOURI
RIVER’
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STEPS

Construction
Surveys In Service in 2030
Restoration
Applications Route Application Decision
antal Permits Right of Way
l Final Engineering

Processes and timing vary from MN to SD. Our project team will refine the timing
of these steps to be in compliance with each respective state’s requirements.

@D J—— MISSOURI

OniERiAL RIVER'

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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555 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

ROUTING PROCESS

DEFINE IDENTIFY PROJECT
STUDY AREA CORRIDORS

WE ARE
HERE

SELECT
PROPOSED ROUTES

DEVELOP ROUTE HOLD PUBLIC
ALTERNATIVES OPEN HOUSE

HOLD PUBLIC
OPEN HOUSE

@D J—— MISSOURI

OrERTAIL RIVER'

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

ROUTING CONSIDERATIONS

OPPORTUNITIES REQUIREMENTS

We'll hold meetings with agencies and the public cwsw@\ /mC”N'CAL

GUIDELINES
throughout the study area to gather feedback
and information helpful to our routing team in
developing potential line routes.

After carefully considering that input and c
v
| ——

evaluating opportunities, constraints, permit
requirements, and technical guidelines, we'll
identify project corridors.

|
FILE ROUTE APPLICATIONS

@D J—— MISSOURI

OrERTAIL RIVER'

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES

19 of 122



355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISITION

B What is Right of Way? B What is an Easement? B What is Right of Entry?
Right of way is a portion of land needed An easement is the legal document that To assess potential routes and
for the construction, operation, and allows Otter Tail Power Company and conduct the necessary environmental,
maintenance of the transmission line, Missouri River Energy Services to construct, engineering, and geologic studies/
typically about 150-foot-wide. Right of way is survey, and maintain transmission surveys, right-of-way agents will work
typically secured through negotiation and structures and lines on your property. with landowners and residents to acquire

acquisition of an easement agreement. a temporary right-of-entry agreement.

A 150-foot-wide easement will be necessary to construct, This agreement does not give permission
operate, and maintain the proposed transmission line. for construction.

B What can | expect? Right-of-way agents will reach out to landowners in potential routing areas to discuss right-of-way needs.

Landowners in the project area will be notified of the . .
project and right-of-way agents will reach out to A right-of-way agent will present the landowner an
begin the acquisition process easement based on the fair market value.

b We'll work with landowners to resolve any b < Once the project receives final approval, the utilities
guestions or concerns, coming to an agreement O construct, operate, and maintain the transmission line.

to grant an easement.

You will be involved throughout the process, and if you have any questions or concerns, our right-of-way agents will work with you!

@D J—— MISSOURI

OrERTAIL RIVER'

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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355 A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PUBLIC OUTREACH

Stay Informed Get Connected

To stay up-to-date on the project, you can Our next round of public meetings will be late 2023

visit our website at: —early 2024. We hope you are able to join us as we
provide more information regarding the regulatory

@ www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com process for this project.

There will be many opportunities to participate

Use your phone’s o throughout the project development and permitting
camera to scan - 5.5 processes. You can submit feedback, attend public
the QR code. . _' meetings, ask questions, and learn more!

L

Questions or comments about the project?
connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com
(800) 598-5587

D MISSOURI
OrmrerTAaIL RIVER
POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES
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coverage
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Media Coverage — Alexandria Echo Press

NEWS

Transmission project proposed in Alexandria
area

On Tuesday, April 11, at the Holiday Inn members of the public were able to get
information and talk to officials about the project.

This map shows a portion of the area affected by an upcoming Alexandria-to-Becker
transmission project. Contributed photo

By Travis Gulbrandson
April 19, 2023 at 8:24 AM

@ Share @ News reporting

ALEXANDRIA — An open house was held last week in Alexandria
on the Alexandria-to-Becker transmission project.

On Tuesday, April 11, at the Holiday Inn members of the public
were able to get information and talk to officials about the project.

23 of 122



The project would put a 345-kV transmission line between the
Alexandria substation and the planned Big Oaks substation,
proposed to be built near the retiring Sherco power plant near
Becker.

The transmission line project is designed to connect new renewable
energy to the grid and enhance reliability. The bulk of construction
would involve adding a second circuit to existing transmission
structures from the completed CapX2020 project.

"We're able for the most part to add power lines onto existing
structures," said Randy Fordice, spokesperson for Xcel Energy.
"There will be | think 50 new structures or foundations that we'd
have to build where we'd have two-pole structures versus the one-
pole structure that you would see on most of 1-94.

"But for the most part, it's just adding that second wire between
Alexandria and Becker," he said.

Additionally, the Alexandria substation will be connected to the Big
Stone South substation in South Dakota, Fordice said.

"This is probably one of the more straightforward projects that
we'll ever do because we have the existing infrastructure in place,
versus looking for a new point A to point B route, which is how
most of our projects are," Fordice said.

A certificate of need will also be required to be filed with the state
of Minnesota for the entire route from South Dakota to Becker,
Fordice said.

"That tends to take about 10 to 15 months for the state review
process," he said.

Following approval, there will be additional public hearings, along
with a more detailed design and engineering, with construction to
begin some time in the later 2020s, Fordice said.

24 of 122



"The technical, expected in-service date is 2030, but there's
additional equipment that needs to be installed. The substation and
things like that," he said. "We've got good lead time, but there's so
much transmission being built, we wanted to make sure we can get
out and start doing this early."

Richard Dahl of Missouri River Energy Services said another public
meeting will take place in Alexandria on April 25, and more public
outreach meetings will come later.

A route permit is also expected to be filed for the project in the
fourth quarter of 2024, he said.

"There's a lot more work to be done," he said.
The open house was hosted by Xcel Energy.

@ Share (® News reporting

By Travis Gulbrandson(https://www.echopress.com/Travis
Gulbrandson)

@& vis Gulbrandson covers several beats, including Osakis School Board and Osakis
w% cil, along with the Brandon-Evansville School Board. His focus will also be

Rn crlme and court news.
opress.

mﬁa@ram (https://www.instagram.com/echo_press/) Q Facebook

Wigtps://www.facebook.com/echopress)
Gulbran

dson)
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BSS A @nh,:l !MISSOURI

Orr RIVER’
Big Stone South E

to Alexandria POWER COMPANY NERGY SERVICES

m

C/O HDR
1601 Utica Avenue South, Suite 600
St. Louis Park, MN 55416-3400

Join us at an open house to learn about the Big Stone South to Alexandria 345-kV transmission
line proposed by Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy Services.
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Social media advertisement
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

Open house
materials
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BSSA Big Stone South to Alexandria

Project handout
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Project boards

BSSA oo
WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

SECOND ROUND
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Both Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri
River Energy Services are members of the
Midcontinent Independent System Operator,
also referred to as MISO.

MISO is a non-profit, member-based regional
transmission organization that provides
reliable, cost-effective electric systems and
operations; dependable and transparent
prices; open access to markets; and planning
for long-term efficiency.

MISO has approved 18 new transmission
projects throughout the Midwest that are
needed by 2030 to ensure a reliable and
resilient transmission system in the future.

Iron Range
Jamestown

1 Ellendale| Alexandria

~

v, Bentgn
L] .
“ O Jump River

Big Stone
South Big Oaks d Eau Claire

Wilmarth © O
North
Rochester lNelson Road
Oneida
O Duck
Webster O o Franklin Lake
Beverly
Marshalltown © O Burr
N2 Oak P Hidle
Madison Morgan % o=C
o Skun Leesburg
OrientQ o er y
O
Ottumwa ! X Gliman Reynolds
O Brokaw J| P4xton
- Ipava o)
O O O Meredosia
Fairport 8 Maywsod
Thomas
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BSS'A ......c.ocnoma PROJECT BENEFITS

Otter Tail Power Company and Missouri River Energy
Services (representing Western Minnesota Municipal
Power Agency) are partnering to develop, construct, and

co-own a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The T B
Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA)
will run between Otter Tail Power Company’s Big Stone
South Substation in South Dakota and the Alexandria
Substation owned by Missouri River Energy Services near
Alexandria, Minnesota.

The project will benefit the region by helping to:

_~ Ensure electric . Reduce transmission
- reliability congestion

—

[ |ncrease access to Increase resiliency to
a low-cost energy extreme weather events
75857

Project corridor is marked in green on
the map above and is subject to change.

oSeis

POWER COMPANY
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BSS'A ......coc oo TRANSMISSION BASICS

- e > N
s S <

Electricity can be generated in many Transmission lines carry Distribution lines carry
ways, including coal-fired plants, high-voltage electricity long the electricity on the

wind power, combustion turbines, distances from where it's lower voltage systems
solar power, and hydroelectric plants. produced to where it'll be used. to neighborhoods and

communities.

;
1]
11
1]

;
1]

1
1

-
]
]
]
]
]

Electricity is brought onto Transformers lower the
the grid where it connects voltage of electricity
to the high-voltage so it can be safely
transmission system. delivered to customers.
L] L] o L] L] L]
Generation Transmission Distribution

OmERTAIL

POWER COMPANY
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BSS'A .....c..cnome..  PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STEPS

g Engagement Opportunities

2a:ﬁ Hn ) Public Engagement Right of Way Construction
athering b Routing Surveys In Service in 2030-2031
Restoration

File SD Facility Permit

b Preliminary Surveys
Application

b Preliminary Right of Way
b Preliminary Engineering
P MN Certificate of Need Filed

ﬁ ¢ We are here ¢ ) Environmental Permits
Communicate Project Updates Throughout Construction

Permit Decisions
File MN Route Permit Final Engineering

Application

Processes and timing may vary from MN to SD. Our project team will refine the timing
of these steps to be in compliance with each respective state’s requirements.

P

OmERTAIL

POWER COMPANY
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

REGULATORY PROCESS

The BSSA transmission line will be constructed in both Minnesota and South Dakota, and the two states have different

processes and timelines. Both states consider compliance with relevant laws and rules, as well as its potential impacts

on the environment, inhabitants in the routing area, and orderly development of the region. After we've filed, the PUCs
in each state will provide opportunities for additional feedback through public meetings and hearings.

MINNESOTA

Two major approvals must be obtained from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) before a high voltage
transmission line can be built: a Certificate of Need and a Route
Permit. The Certificate of Need proceeding examines whether
the proposed facilities are necessary and what the appropriate
size, configuration and timing of the project should be. In a
separate Route Permit proceeding, the MN PUC determines the
route and design of the line.

— 1 CERTIFICATE OF NEED

= Public meetings

9. ROUTE PERMIT
<-a© Public meetings

Public hearings

Estimated timeline is 18-24 months from time of route permit
application filing anticipated in Q4 of 2024.

i‘ ROUTE PERMIT APPLICATION DECISION

SOUTH DAKOTA

There is one major approval that needs to be obtained from
the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (SD PUC) before
a high voltage transmission line can be built: a Facility permit.
The SD PUC reviews routing applications for high voltage
transmission lines, and if approved, issues an order granting a
Facility Permit authorizing the construction and operation of
the facility.

.8 FACILITY PERMIT
j:O Public hearing

Ol To be completed withing 12 months from time of facility permit
application filing anticipated in early Q2 of 2024.

-4 FACILITY PERMIT APPLICATION DECISION

™~

OrmrerTaIL

POWER COMPANY
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

ROUTING PROCESS

STUDY PUBLIC

® OPEN HOUSE

WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

ofgm NHNER!

With an established
project need from
MISO, we identified
a large study area
that contained both
substations.

A series of open
houses were held
to introduce the
project and provide
an opportunity to
ask questions and
provide input early.

PROJECT
® CORRIDOR

The team utilized
the input gathered
to identify project
corridors where
construction may
be possible.

WE ARE HERE
PUBLIC

® OPEN HOUSE

BSSAw
WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

Another series of
open houses will
gather input to help
the team identify
opportunities and
constraints within
the project corridor.

ROUTE
® CORRIDOR

¢

The project team will
use the feedback
received to continue
narrowing the
project corridor into
a proposed route
corridor.

PUBLIC

®* OPEN HOUSE

BSSA.on
WELCOME

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

A third and final
series of open
houses will be

held to provide the
opportunity for
additional feedback
on the route
corridor.

B

OmERTAIL

PROPOSED
®* ROUTE

A proposed route
will be submitted to
the Public Utilities
Commission, who
will review and hold
a public hearing
before making a
decision on the
route permit.
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BSS'A ......coc oo CONSTRUCTION PROCESS

Long before construction begins, right-of-way agents will be out coordinating with landowners,

(0] \[e1o] ]|\ [eNe]Uap l=V:\e{ B local government agencies, and other stakeholders. You will be involved throughout the process,
and if you have any questions or concerns, our project team will work with you!

Surveys Temporary Access Foundation Drilling
& Pouring

Structure Setting Conductor Stringing Restoration

>

OmERTAIL

POWER COMPANY
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BSS'A ......coc oo RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION

B What is Right of Way?
Right of way is a portion of land needed for the

construction, operation, and maintenance of the B What is an Easement?
transmission line. Typically a width of 150 feet is An easement is the legal
needed for a 345-kV transmission line. Right of document that allows Otter
way is typically secured through negotiation and Tail Power Company and
acquisition of an easement agreement. Missouri River Energy Services to
construct, operate, and maintain
B What is Right of Entry? transmission structures and lines

on your property.

To assess potential routes and conduct the
necessary environmental, engineering, and geologic

studies/surveys, right-of-way agents will work with A15°'f°°t'twide egse't“e"t Wit” be
. . necessary to construct, operate,

Iz_andovvners and residents to acquire a temporary sel Tl 2 e Erepesee s 1y

right-of-entry agreement. This agreement does not transmission line.

give permission for construction.

oSeis

POWER COMPANY
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

WHAT CAN | EXPECT?

B Right-of-way agents will reach out to landowners in potential routing areas to

discuss right-of-way needs.

Landowners in the project area
will be notified of the project, and
right-of-way agents will reach out
to begin the acquisition process.

We'll work with landowners
to resolve any questions

or concerns and reach an
agreement to grant an
easement.

D

A right-of-way agent will present
the landowner an easement based
on the fair market value.

Once the project receives

final approval, the utilities

will construct, operate, and
maintain the transmission line.

©

You will be involved throughout the process, and if you have any questions or concerns, our project team will work with you!

™~

OrmrerTaIL

POWER COMPANY
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BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

PUBLIC OUTREACH

Stay Informed
To stay up-to-date on the project, you can
visit our website at:

@ www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com

Use your phone’'s
camera to scan

the QR code.

?

Get Connected

Our next round of public meetings will be
early 2024. We hope you are able to join us
as we provide more information regarding
the development of this project.

There will be many opportunities to
participate throughout the project
development and permitting process.
You can submit feedback, attend public
meetings, ask questions, and learn more!

Questions or comments about the project?
connect@BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com
(800) 598-5587
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BSSA Big Stone South to Alexandria

Media Coverage — Alexandria Echo Press
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BSSLA Big Stone South to Alexandria
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BSSLA Big Stone South to Alexandria
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BSSLA Big Stone South to Alexandria
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Phase 3

Public Open Houses
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Postcard mailer
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Newspaper advertisement
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Email invite

From: Big Stone South to Alexandria

To: Dominguez, Ruben

Subject: [TEST] You're invited to attend our Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) project open houses
Date: Thursday, January 4, 2024 2:52:32 PM

You don't often get email from connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

o NWMSsguR!

POWER COMPANY ENERGY SERVICES

Hello,

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail Power) and Missouri River Energy
Services (MRES), (on behalf of Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency),
invite you to attend our upcoming open houses for the Big Stone South to
Alexandria transmission line (BSSA) project. Please join us to learn more about
the project and provide your input to our team:

Ortonville

Monday, February 12, 2024
3p.m.-6pm.

Community Center

200 Monroe Ave, Ortonville, MN 56278

Alexandria

Tuesday, February 13, 2024
3p.m.-6pm.

Holiday Inn

5637 Hwy 29 S, Alexandria, MN 56308

Glenwood
Tuesday, February 20, 2024
3p.m.-6p.m.
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Central Square
105 2nd Ave NE, Ste 111, Glenwood, MN 56334

Big Stone City

Wednesday, February 21, 2024
3p.m.-6pm.

New American Legion

14521 485th Ave, Big Stone City, SD 57216

Benson

Thursday, February 22, 2024
3p.m.-6p.m.

McKinney’s on Southside

300 14th St S, Benson, MN 56215

If we need to cancel due to inclement weather, we'll reschedule for the same time and

location exactly two weeks later. Please check this website or call us for day-of updates.

Can’t make it? You can still connect with us by:

¢ Visiting www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com to leave a comment on our
online map.

e Emailing connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com.
¢ Calling (800) 598-5587.

Through any of these outreach options, you can request a mailed or emailed
information packet, set up a meeting with our project team, or leave a message.

We look forward to connecting with you!
Sincerely,

Jason Weiers
Manager, Transmission Project Development
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More about the project

Otter Tail Power and MRES are partnering to develop, construct, and co-own a new
345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line. The Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission
line (BSSA) will connect Otter Tail Power Company’s Big Stone South Substation
near Big Stone City in South Dakota to the Alexandria Substation owned by Missouri
River Energy Services near Alexandria, Minnesota. This project is needed to ensure
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electric reliability, increase resiliency to extreme weather events, reduce transmission
congestion, and increase access to low-cost energy in the region.

The BSSA project is one of 18 transmission projects recently identified by the
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), our regional grid operator, as
part of the first phase of the multi-year Long-Range Transmission Planning (LRTP)
initiative. These LRTP projects are needed to ensure a reliable and resilient
transmission system in the future.

Developing and constructing transmission lines takes many years, and we’re currently
proposing an in-service date in 2030 or 2031. Otter Tail Power and MRES began
coordinating with landowners and residents, local governments, agencies, and other
interested stakeholders in spring 2023 and will continue to seek input from
stakeholders throughout the development process.

Would you like to change how you receive these emails?

Please update your preferences or unsubscribe from this mailing list.
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Stakeholder letter
BSS A Big Stone South to Alexandria

January 17, 2024

Re: You’'re invited to attend our Big Stone South to Alexandria transmission line (BSSA)
project open houses

Dear Stakeholder,

Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail Power) and Missouri River Energy Services (MRES), (on
behalf of Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency), invite you to attend our upcoming open
houses for the BSSA project. We're providing you information in advance of notifying the
communities and constituents about these open houses so you can be prepared if you're
contacted with questions. We expect you'll receive an official invitation to these open houses the
week of January 22, 2024.

Based on input gathered during the open houses in April and October 2023, coordination with
interested agencies, and review of technical data and requirements, we have narrowed project
corridors to route corridors. The upcoming open houses will help us refine the route corridors
into a proposed route and an alternative route. We'll include these routes in our Route Permit
application to be filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the fourth quarter of
2024. We'll also include the routes in our Facility Permit application to be filed with the South
Dakota Public Utilities Commission in the second quarter of 2024. The enclosed map shows
our route corridors. Detailed maps will also be available at the open houses.

The table below lists our upcoming open house dates, times, and locations. We will not have a
formal presentation but instead, encourage you to come when it works best for your schedule.
Each open house will provide the same information, including project displays and detailed
maps to review and collect input.

Ortonville Monday, February 12 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Community Center
200 Monroe Ave
Ortonville, MN 56278

Alexandria Tuesday, February 13 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Holiday Inn
5637 Hwy 29 S
Alexandria, MN 56308
Glenwood Tuesday, February 20 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Central Square

105 2" Ave NE, Ste 111

Glenwood, MN 56334
Big Stone City Wednesday, February 21 3:00 — 6:00 p.m. New American Legion

14521 485™ Ave

Big Stone City, SD 57216
Benson Thursday, February 22 3:00 — 6:00 p.m.  McKinney’'s on Southside

300 14" St S

Benson, MN 56215
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If you or any constituents cannot attend an open house, we encourage you to connect with us
by:

e Visiting www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com to leave a comment on our online map.
o Emailing connect@bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com.
e Calling (800) 598-5587.

Through any of these outreach options, you can request a mailed or emailed information packet,
set up a meeting with our project team, or leave a message.

More about the project:

Otter Tail Power and MRES are partnering to develop, construct, and co-own a hew 345-kilovolt
(kV) transmission line, known as the BSSA project. The new line will connect Otter Tail Power’s
Big Stone South substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota, to a substation owned by
Missouri River Energy Services near Alexandria, Minnesota. The BSSA project is needed to
ensure electric reliability, increase resiliency to extreme weather events, reduce transmission
congestion, and increase access to low-cost energy in the region. In addition, the BSSA project
will create construction jobs and provide economic benefits to local areas through tax revenues.

The BSSA project is one of 18 transmission projects recently identified by the Midcontinent
Independent System Operator (MISO), our regional grid operator, as part of the first phase of
the multi-year Long-Range Transmission Planning (LRTP) initiative. These LRTP projects are
needed to ensure a reliable and resilient transmission system in the future.

Developing and constructing transmission lines takes many years, and we’re currently
proposing an in-service date in 2030 or 2031. Otter Tail Power and MRES began coordinating
with landowners and residents, local governments, agencies, and other interested stakeholders
in spring 2023 and will continue to seek input from stakeholders throughout the development
process.

We look forward to connecting with you!

Sincerely,

Jason Weiers
Otter Tail Power Company
Manager, Transmission Project Development

Enclosure: BSSA Route Corridors Map
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BSS’A Big Stone South to Alexandria

:
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A Route corridors are marked in green on the map above and subject to change.
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Open house
materials
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