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JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E:  Good eveni ng,
everyone. W are now going to convene this public
hearing in the matter of the Application of Xcel
Energy for a Certificate of Need for Additional Dry
Cask Storage at the Prairie Island Nucl ear
CGenerating Pl ant | ndependent Spent Fuel Storage
I nstall ati on.

This is PUC Docket nunber CN-24-68 and
this is Ofice of Adm nistrative Hearings docket
nunber 25-2500-39971.

My nane is Judge McKenzie. | am an
Adm ni strative Law Judge with the Ofice of
Adm ni strative Heari ngs.

The O fice of Admnistrative Hearings is
an i ndependent entity of state governnent. It is
not affiliated with the Public Wilities Conm ssion,
Departnent of Commerce, the Attorney Ceneral's
Ofice or any other entity of state governnent. |t
I's al so i ndependent from Xcel Energy and all of the
parties to this proceedi ng.

The Public Uilities Comm ssion has
referred this case to ne to conduct these public
heari ngs on Xcel Energy's Application, and ny job
here is to provide a fair and i ndependent assessnent

of the application and the facts in the record.
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As | said, this is a public hearing to
gat her comments on the application filed by Xcel
Energy on a Certificate of Need application to store
addi ti onal spent fuel at the existing storage
installation at the Prairie |Island nucl ear
generating pl ant.

The primary purpose of this hearing is to
gat her input from menbers of the public about
whet her or not this project should be approved.

Wiat we will do is, after | give a short
i ntroducti on we are going to have sone bri ef
presentations froma few of the panelists, including
the PUC, Xcel and the Departnent of Comrerce, who
has done the environnental inpact statenent.

After those presentations | will open the
floor to public comments. W have a court reporter
present here who is taking down everything that
occurs at this proceeding. It's inportant that we
get an accurate record. The transcript is sonething
that | wll use when | wite ny report for the
Public UWilities Comm ssion.

Il will wite a report that includes
Fi ndi ngs of Facts, Conclusions of Law and a
reconmendation that will go to the Public Utilities

Comm ssion, who will make the final decision on this
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matter this fall.

So | ask that everyone -- | do have the
regi ster of people who have signed up to speak.
Wien you are called to speak I'll just ask that you
try to speak clearly and enunci ate, spell any nanes
that may be unfamliar to nyself or the court
reporter so that the record is accurate.

We are not in a courtroombut this is an
official court proceeding, so | do ask that everyone

mai nt ai n decorum and just speak one at a tine.

Everyone will get an opportunity to be heard. |
just want to nmake sure that | get to hear fromall
of you.

So | woul d encourage anyone who wants to
make comments, if you have not signed up | wll
still give an opportunity. Wat | will do is go
t hrough the fol ks who have signed up and then ask if
there's anyone el se who wants to nake a conment or
ask questions. But before we do that | wll nove to
Craig fromthe PUC to give a brief presentation on
t heir behal f.

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH: Hel | o. My nane is
Craig Janezich and | work with the Public Uilities
Comm ssion, I'"'mthe energy facilities planner.

When the Conmi ssion nmakes a deci sion they
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| ook at the Certificate of Need and the requirenents
of Certificate of Need under 7855120. So you have
to |l ook at the probable and direct result and deni al
of an adverse inpact of denying the Certificate of
Need or not, whether there's a nore prudent
alternative avail able that the Conmm ssion shoul d
consider, and then evidence in the record show ng
whet her there's a cost benefit, if the cost is nore
t han the benefit, essentially, in that third bullet,
and then evidence in the record shows there's no
conflict between federal and state rules and | aws.

This is a general review of the tineline
that we're anticipating. As you can see we had the
virtual hearing yesterday, today we have the in
person nmeeting. The public hearing comments period
closes on April 10th. W expect the Adm nistrative
Law Judge to have a report to the Conm ssion on July
1st, and tentatively the Comm ssion wll make a
decision in July or August of 2025, if everything
goes as pl anned.

This slide right here is the witten
comment period, again, it's April 10, 2025, at 4: 30
p.m, we ask that you get the comments in on that
date or before then. There's several ways you can

do it, you can do it via our
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mm. gov/ puc/ consuner s/ public-comments. It's also in
the paper slides if you want to get a copy of those.
US mil and e-mail. W do ask that you include

t he docket nunber when you submt it to us, just

i ncl ude 24-68, and then we ask that you focus your
questions on the three questions here; is the

envi ronnental inpact statenment adequate, should the
conm ssion grant a Certificate of Need and what

ot her additional conditions should be part of that
If we do issue that Certificate of Need.

| just want to give you a qui ck overview
of eDockets if you're not famliar wth eDockets.
This is where everything that we get is filed,

i ncluding the ALJ's report, any coments you submt
wi Il go on edockets, and that's the ALJ and the
Conmmi ssion uses what's in that record, exclusively
what's on that website to make a deci sion and apply
the Certificate of Need requirenents to that.

So to get the environnental i npact
statenent, there's the Commerce's website, which is
right there, and this will be on edockets, the Power
Presentation itself, so all the links wll be
clickabl e, because these are kind of long | realize.

The full case record is also avail abl e

t hrough edockets, just put in 24-68. |If you see
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that red box in the left hand side where it says
docket nunber, if you put in 24-68 and hit search
you'll see the entire record of every coment that's
been filed. You also can subscribe to the docket if

you' d like. There's a link to that, you put your

e-mail in and so any tine soneone wll file
sonething to the docket it wll go in to your inbox
and you'll be able to review it instead of having to
| ook at the website. And I'll hand it over.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Question?

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH. One nore thing, and
|*'mnot going to answer your question, | know that.

One thing to consider about that tineline
as well, the Comm ssion will make a decision in
Jul y/ August 2025 according to the tinmeline. The
| egi sl ature then has a session, the 2026 session, to
reject it, nodify it, whatever they nmay do. They
may not take any action on it but they have the
ability to take action on it before it cones
official or becones part of the record.

MS. CARCL OVERLAND: Yeah, that second
slide, Chapter 216E and M nnesota chapter 7850, but
this is not a siting docket, this is a Certificate
of Need, so wouldn't it be 216. B243.

MR, CRAIG JANEZICH: I'll correct that.
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JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: W need to get
i dentifications before you speak, please.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Carol Overl and, Red
W ng M nnesot a.

MS. PAM GORMAN: Good evening. M/ nane
iIs Pam Gorman. | work for Xcel Energy. |'ve worked
for the conpany for 35 years now, nost of that has
been at the Prairie Island Nuclear Plant. M
background is in operations of the plant. | now
work at our corporate office on the policy side.

So I"'mup here tonight to give you a
bri ef overview of the project and background on what
we're planning to do.

Agai n, the docket nunbers are up there
but we saw that earlier in the presentation.

This is the filing that we nade on
February 7th, 2024, for the Certificate of Need
application, again, just a picture of the cover.

In general, this is a high | eve
overview. W believe operating the plant for
anot her 20 years, to 2053 and 2054, is in the best
I nterest of our custoners, our communities that we
serve, the environnent, the state. And so our
application is seeking to extend the operation.

We need to increase the spent fue
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storage that we have onsite if we're going to
operate an additional 20 years, and so what this
Certificate of Need really does is extend that
storage by the 20 years and gi ves us enough fuel to
keep the plant operating.

Again, this 20 year extension is part of
-- we have the npbst recent integrative resource plan
t hat was approved by the Conm ssion in February of
2025 and part of that was | ooking at our nucl ear
pl ant operation, and as approved by the Conm ssion
we included the Prairie |Island extension.

Again, we are going to add storage to the
existing footprint, which we have sone boards here
and 1'll have a slide that shows the independent
spent fuel storage installation. But currently we
have 52 containers at the site and we will not be
changing the footprint. The left hand picture there
shows a drawi ng of possibly where we will put the
addi ti onal pads once we need them

Agai n, M nnesota state statute requires
that we do a Certificate of Need to expand spent
fuel storage and that is what the application is
that we're discussing tonight. It further requires
an environnental i npact statenent, as discussed.

That was issued in February of 2025 and the comment
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peri od on adequacy goes until April 10th.

We' ve obviously had a previous
Certificate of Need that all owed us to have spent
fuel storage to get to the current NRC |icense,
which is 2033 and ' 34, and as nentioned we filed
this Certificate of Need on February 7th of 2024,
and it supports the storage that all ows operation of
Prairie Island.

Crai g al ready went through the tineline
but expecting a decision sonetine between now and
the end of 2025 and then have that |egislative state
requi rement.

As nmentioned, we currently have 52 dry
spent fuel storage systens at Prairie Island and in
t he i ndependent spent fuel storage facility. W
wi Il be adding a concrete pad for the expansi on, but
agai n not hi ng beyond the footprint itself.

For that 2033/'34 to 2053/'54, we are
anticipating approximately 34 canisters wll be
added to the site, and again, of course, that
supports the 20 year extension.

So we have a state process, which we're
in now for the Certificate of Need. W also have to
go through a federal process wth our regul ator,

which is the Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssi on.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Xcel Energy - Prairie Island - 24-68 - 3-25-24 12

So like | said, our license wll expire

in 2033 and '34 for those two units, and to extend

it it's called a subsequent |icense renewal process,
and we anticipate that we will file that SLR
subsequent license renewal, in the fall of 2026.

We expect that the review by the NRC
there's al so public hearings throughout that
process, they cone in and evaluate the safety.
They're really determ ning can you safely operate
the plant for another 20 years. They're asking us
t o show our age and nmanagenent program and
eval uating that before they're issuing a |license
that allows to us continue to operate.

So, again, we would expect that I|icense,
based on the previous one, to take anywhere from 18
to 24 nonths and conpl eted by fourth quarter of '28.

The NRC has already granted nine SLRs to
date, including our Mnticello nuclear plant, which
was approved in Decenber of 2024. There's currently
13 under review and then, as nentioned, another 28
have submitted a letter of intent that they intend
to extend as wel|.

Agai n, you can see on the draw ngs over
there, you know, pictured up here, as | nentioned,

we have 52 casts | oaded and we' ||l add addi ti onal
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pads here to one of the sides, not entirely sure on
that. As you see, there's an area with security
fences around it. Security is able to nonitor that
area, and then the whole area is surrounded by an
earth and berm Again, not real easy to see on the
slide but you can | ook at the drawi ngs and the areas
surround by an earth and berm and then you see the
plant's two units in the background there.

That's kind of it. That's the overview
of the project tonight. Again, you're nore than
wel conme to e-mail nme with questions or Amanda
Jepson, who works for ne and is really nmanaging this
application, we're happy to take questi ons.

Are we doi ng questions now? W'IlI|l do
that at the end.

MS. JENNA NESS: M nane is Jenna Ness,
I"'mwith the M nnesota Departnent of Conmerce.
Thank you for taking tinme out of your night to cone
to the public hearing today.

| work in energy environnmental review and
anal ysis, which neans | do environnental review and
| wote the EIS for the project.

So we're at the final EIS stage. This is
t he environmental review docunent for the project

for the Certificate of Need, and anal yzes potenti al
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human heal th and environnental inpacts as well as
alternatives to the project as part of the
Certificate of Need proceeding, and this docunent
w |l be used by the Conm ssion, along with the rest
of the record, to nake their decisions about the
Certificate of Need.

So | would urge you to grab a copy of the
presentation, so you have all of these |inks and
e-mails we've been tal king about. You can find the
ElI'S on Commerce's website if you follow the
instructions here, that Craig explained. It's also
on the PUC website on edockets. There is a print
copy in the public library at Red Wng, so | would
encourage you to use that if you want a printed
copy, because there is a limted nunmber of print
copies on request. They're just very |arge
docunents and expensive to print.

"Il go ahead and hand it back to the
Judge.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: Thank you. So |
am going to open the floor to public coments. |
wi |l ask that you begin by stating and spelling your
nane so that the court reporter gets it right in the
transcript and that it's right in ny report.

W will put the slide back up | ater about
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how to make witten comments. You are encouraged to
make any conments that you wish tonight. You can

al so nake witten comments. | just want to note
that all coments are given the sane wei ght, whet her
they are nade in person or in witing. So you can
make your comments in whichever way feels nost
confortable to you and they are all given the sane

I mportant and due consideration. So | wll rem nd
everyone that that deadline is April 10th to nake
any comments on this project.

You can ask questions of the departnents
or Xcel if you wsh, | cannot prom se you that they
w il answer them but you are wel cone to pose any
questions that you would or nake any comments.

What we are focussing on is basically
whet her this project should be approved, whether the
envi ronnent i npact statenent is adequate and any
questions or concerns you have | am happy to hear
t hem

Sol wll turn nowto the comments that |
have witten down. Once we get through the -- |
have five individuals who have requested to nake
comments. Once we get through those I wll ask if
anyone el se has a follow up or has changed their

m nd and would like to say anything. So the first
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I ndi vidual | have is Ms. Carol Overl and.

M. CAROL OVERLAND: Do we stay here?

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: You can stay
seated if you'd like, that's fine. Just project
| oudly enough so the court reporter can hear you.
And | wll ask that if you have any troubl e hearing
of the coments just speak up.

MS. CARCL OVERLAND: First | have two
qui ck questions, one for Ms. Gorman. |s this going
to remain a part 72 or is it going to change it to a
part 507?

M5. PAM GORMAN: No, it's going to renain
a part 72.

M5. CAROL OVERLAND: The next questi on,
where you' re tal king about wei ghing the comments.
The rul es say that under oath nakes a difference,
wll that matter to you if it's under oath or not
under oat h?

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: If you would I|ike
nme to swear you in |I'mhappy to swear you in. 1In
general, it's not -- | take the coments, you know,
usual |y fol ks have questions, they have opinions,
and | amhere to listen to that. So if anyone woul d
like nme to swear you in |I'm happy to do that, but I

don't necessarily view it as dispositive. So if

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Xcel Energy - Prairie Island - 24-68 - 3-25-24 17

anyone wants ne to do that | can, but in general |'m
here to listen to the community's feedback and
opi ni ons about the project.
MS. CAROL OVERLAND: | would like that.
(WHEREUPON, Ms. Overland was sworn in.)
MS. CAROL OVERLAND: This is a
Certificate of Need hearing, a Certificate of Need
docket, and I'mfinding that need is -- the whol e
concept of having a decision on this is questionable
because it's really a natter of econom cs, not of
whet her the conpany needs power. And in this
situation we have Prairie Island, which is receiving
quite a bit of nobney for having its casks there, Red
Wng is now seeking a simlar deal. So where does
t hat | eave peopl e, and where does that | eave the
rest of us, as far as what our comments are worth,
if the primary participants in this are already
agreed to, you know, let it happen, let it be there.
So | don't see nuch opportunity for us to do
anyt hi ng about this.
But in the neantinme, you know, when we're
t al ki ng about need, Xcel has had a peak demand of
9, 859 negawatts back in 2006. That was previous to
CapX, and at that tinme, in the CapX application of

2006 for need, they were claimng a 2.49 percent
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demand, then what's happened is that hasn't

happened, it hasn't even cone close. And in 2024,
based on SEC filings, the demand for 2024, the peak
demand, was 8,882. So it's about 400 | ess. W have
not, in 24 mnus six years, nmet that 9,859 peak
demand. And what's happening also is we've had a

| ot of conservation, and nore so we've had a massive
transm ssion build out and we had CapX, which was
about 700 mles of very (inaudible) transm ssion, we
had the M SO W project, that was another nassive
build out, and now we're | ooking at applications for
765 KV lines running across M nnesot a.

So, you know, need is questionable as far
as whet her they need the power. And then there was
testinmony in this docket from Jason Standi ng of Xcel
who was rebutting the testinony by DER Zw g, tal king
about transm ssion, and it was questi onabl e whet her
t hey needed transm ssion -- that the generation
wasn't needed as nuch as the transm ssion was
needed, and | interpret this as the transm ssion
isn't where they want it. And we've cited a |ot of
generation but we've cited generation where there is
not transm ssion and that is a problem of both
Xcel's and the Comm ssion for permtting that

generation, whether it's transm ssion -- so when
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they're tal king about transm ssion here, | think
that's sonething we really need to be paying
attention to. I'll be putting nore witten comments
on that, and I think I'Il leave it at that and |"'1]
put it in witten comrents.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: Thank you very
much for your participation and your feedback
t oni ght .

| apol ogi ze, the next signature on the
sign up sheet is in cursive and | can't read it very
well. Perhaps Charlotte.

M5. CHARLOTTE EASTI N: Easti n.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: I wll ask you to
I nt roduce yourself for the court reporter and then
make your commrents.

MS. CHARLOTTE EASTIN: |'d prefer to
st and.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E:  Go ahead.

MS. CHARLOTTE EASTIN: | don't have a

very strong voice. M nane is Charlotte Eastin,

C-h-a-r-l1-o0-t-t-e E-a-s-t-i-n. I live in Lake G ty,
M nnesot a. I"'ma retired hunan servi ce worker. I''m
not a lawyer. |I'mnot a scientist. |I'mjust a

person who has been concerned about this industry

for over 50 years and |I've been followng -- the
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whol e problem of the radi oacti ve waste has been very
troubling for ne.

| ' ve been at these hearings before, this

is like deja vu all over again. | don't know how
many of these hearings |'ve gone to. | think the
one | went to in 2014, | believe it was, when NSP
was asking for nore storage -- |I'msorry, Xcel was

asking for additional storage back then, and the
deal was they were going to get their nore storage
but we were going to get renewabl e energy. W were
going to get lots and |lots of solar and w nd energy.
But when | went to the hearing | ast June about the
re-licensing | was handed one of these docunents
(indicating), it's undated, but the neeting was on
June 20th, 2024. It's called Advancing the C ean
Energy Transition, published by Xcel Energy.

So on page two it has a little breakdown
here of our custoner's energy mx, and in 2024 sol ar
energy is only 4 percent of the mx. They've had
decades or nore to make sol ar energy a renewabl e
energy all over the place and we've only got 4
per cent .

So with the new stuff that they want to
do by 2030, six nore years, they are proposing that

they'll have 9 percent solar energy. So that's
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really not inpressive to ne. That doesn't bl ow ny
socks off. Ww, we're going to get 9 percent solar
i n exchange for a hundred casks, and that brings ne
back to the question | was going to ask you. |
understood that there's still an additional 15 casks
on the current |icense.

MS. PAM GORMAN:  There's an additional --
we'll go from52 up to 64.

M5. CHARLOITE EASTI N: Ri ght . 64 plus 34
Is going to be 99 casks.

MS. PAM GORMAN: 98, cl ose enough.

M5. CHARLOTTE EASTIN:. M/ big issue here
Is where is our renewabl e energy? What happened?
Wiy don't we have it, and now we're going to get
stuck with al nost a hundred casks of high | evel
radi oacti ve waste on the M ssissippi River in the
m ddl e of sonebody's conmmunity.

To nme this is unethical. This is an
unet hical industry that needs to stop and we can't
continue to make nore waste. | don't care what they
say about the new nucl ear (inaudible), there' s no
such thing, it's still radioactive, causes cancer
and birth defects.

So for themto continue to nake nore and

nore and nore and, what, in ten nore years they're
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going to cone back and they're going to want 30 nore
casks? Were does it end? W need to make it stop.
Make it stop. And that's why I'm here tonight to
say stop it.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: Thank you very
much for your comments and your participation this
eveni ng.

The next individual that | have, |I'm
sorry, it's Kristen Eide --

M5. KRI STEN El DE- TOLLEFSON: It's Kristen
Ei de-Tol l efson, it's K-r-i-s-t-e-n E-i-d-e, hyphen,
T-o0-1-1-e-f-s-0-n.

So | first came into this process, as |
know Pam knows, in 1995 when Xcel had projected
potential siting of waste off Prairie Island in ny
township. | was on the Environnmental Quality Board
Task Force then, and was assigned to figure out the
| egal and legislative inplications, which was a
wonder ful chal | enge.

|'ve been -- primarily our conmmunity,
which fornmed a group called Communities United For
Responsi bl e Energy, our primary concern was
responsi bl e nucl ear waste storage, and that's been
the focus of our -- of | guess now al nost 30 years

of comments that |'ve submtted i n vari ous dockets
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to the Public Uilities Comm ssion and others, and
that is still my prinmary concern, the prinmary
concern of our conmmunities which are down river just
about 15 ml es.

One of the questions that | had for Xcel
I's how many casks of deconm ssioning waste you're
anticipating having to add to the inventory of.

M5. PAM GORMAN: |'m going to have Amanda
verify this.

M5. AMANDA JEPSON: So we'll be at 99
casks at the end of this. |It's 64 equival ent casks
and then the new casks we're installing on the pads
noving forward, close to 40, so it will be 99, and
then we'll be adding 27 casks for decomm ssi oni ng,
IS our current estimate.

MS. PAM GORMAN:  Thank you.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON:  So | ust
under anot her 30.

| have anot her question, let's see, in
sone of the dockets and in this Conm ssion decision
Xcel has been asked to plan out 200 years, in terns
of the structuring effect. |'mwondering, and |'m
very concerned, about the question of facility cask
repl acenent that nay be necessary in that tinme. You

know, |'ve been reading the latest tri-annual
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decomm ssioning report and | nust admt |'mnot as
focussed as | used to be reading that. | can't nake
out where the funding is going to cone fromfor

ext ended storage, just call it extended storage,

|l ong term indeterm nant, where the funding is going
to cone fromfor the cask repl acenent project,
reconmended cask repl acenent.

M5. PAM GORMAN:  So every 30 years we
file the Nucl ear Deconm ssioning Trust Filing, and I
think that's what you're referring to, is the NDT
that we filed Decenber 1st of 2024.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON: Ri ght .

MS. PAM GORVMAN:  So then we | ook out, and
| i ke you said, one of the scenarios that we
evaluate, that no other utilities do, is how | ong
that fuel mght sit there after we're
decomm ssioned, and it could be -- we do 60 year
scenari o, 100 year, and then like | said, we are
uni que in that we al so nodel a 200 year scenari o.

So in that 200 years we |look at is it
possi ble that we will have to repl ace those casks.

Ri ght now the NRC has a continued storage rul e where
t hey have said -- obviously, we continue to nonitor
t hem and check them for agi ng managenent, and

essentially we're mainly | ooking at the seals, but
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do we need to replace them The NRC now, with their
continued storage rule has said that they believe
t he casks can last a hundred years or nore.

So we know, though, in that 200 year
scenari o we'd be | ooking at possible replacenent if
needed. And, again we would continue to nonitor
them as they sat on the pad. |If that was required
we have built in cask replacenents into that NDT
filing and so we would pay to recask them However,
because the federal governnment has a | egal
obligation to take those casks and nove them and
t hey were supposed to do that starting 1998 and
haven't, so we are reinbursed the cost for spent
fuel storage, and when we, for exanple, have a cask
project, we continue to sue the DOE, we get recovery
of those costs.

The Conmm ssion the | ast several tines has
chosen to do that as a direct refund to custoners.
And so even when we get out into those years, again,
the DOE obligation does not go away, although we
have funding in our NDT that | ooks out that far, we
woul d expect to continue to receive rei nbursenent
from DOCE.

But, again, we fund that NDT assum ng a

| ong runway for how | ong the casks can be there, and
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that's a conbination, like I said, of the NDT fund
and DOE cost recovery which we continue to get. And
we are seeing plants that have deconmm ssioned and
have only, you know, |SFSI only, so basically a dry
cask storage pad, they do continue to get DOE
rei nbursenent for those | SFSI's, even though they are
decomm ssioned. So essentially their costs are
bei ng rei nbursed by Departnent of Energy.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON: And when was

the first cask put on Prairie Island, what year?

MS. PAM GORMAN:  1995. | know you were
there. In 1994 the | egislation happened and then we
| oaded the first cask the next year, | believe. It

was either 94 or 95. W had built the pad and then
realized we were going to go to the |egislature and
| oaded it shortly after that.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON: Was t he
funding you're referred to -- I"'mnot famliar wth
t he acronym

MS. PAM GORVMAN:  NDT, Nucl ear
Decomm ssioning Trust. The NDT that we file every
t hree years.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON: Ch, yes.
And that is not the sane as the tri-annual.

M5. PAM GORMAN: It's the sane, yes.
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MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON: It's the
sane, okay.

MS. PAM GORMAN: Yes, the NDT,
tri-annual, file every three years, yes.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON: And you were
t hi nki ng and you were planning for one or two
repl acenent s?

M5. PAM GORMAN:  Yeah. I n the 200 year
scenario it nmay be nore than two. W | ook at the
repl acement, we do scenarios where we replace them
at | east tw ce.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON: Have you
done any cost estimates on that?

MS. PAM GORMAN:  Yes, and we work with
our vendor on that in estimating. W project out,
obviously, wth sone rate of escal ati on, but, yes,
that is built into the nodel of the NDT filing.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON: And do you
know of fhand, | can Google it online but you're
probably a better authority.

MS. PAM GORVMAN: On what the cost would
be?

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON:  Yeah.

MS. PAM GORVAN: | don't have that on ne,

we'd have to get back to you on that.
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MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON:  Thank you.

So | guess the part of the EIS that I
appreci ated nost was the restatenent froml think it
was the 2009 EI S noted, I'Il just read it, Analysis
in the ECMO (ph) EIS nakes it clear that w thout
noni tori ng and mai nt enance of | SFSI's and
institutional control to support this nonitoring and
mai nt enance, radiol ogical inpacts will be
significantly ever.

The suppl enental ECMO (ph) EIS rel eased
by DCE in 2022 reaches simlar conclusions. |If
noni tori ng and mai nt enance do not continue for the
duration of spent fuel storage, then radiol ogical
I mpacts are anticipated to be significant.

One of ny questions has to do with the
concern of what kind of fiscal responsibility, given
all the unknowns of the future, that the state may
end up being burdened wth. Over a 200 year period,
| don't know, how old is Xcel?

MS. PAM GORMAN: 150 years, | think.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON: That's |i ke
300.

M5. PAM GORVAN: | think we'll still be
around, |'mpretty sure we wll be.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON: It is a
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question and it is a concern.

So ny main request, given the focus of ny
| ong term advocacy is ny nain request of the
adm ni strative |l aw judge is to seriously consider
this statenent and the EIS that to ensure
institutional control and facilitate long term
mai nt enance of the | SFSI, Conm ssion could, as a
condition on any CN anendnent, or on its own notion,
i npl enent a pl anni ng process or franework for
institutional controls of spent nuclear fuel in
M nnesota generally, or adapt an existing plan to
framework that addresses institutional control to
make it relatively nore public facing, transparent,
and inclusive. Legislation adjusting the
appropriate rel ati onship between interim storage
facilities and repositories would reduce these
uncertainties.

So | ask the judge to take very seriously
that potential condition on the Certificate of Need.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: Thank you very
much for your comrents and your participation today.

The next individual | have on the list is
M. Alan Muller.

MR. MULLER  Your Honor, ny name is Al an
Muller, A-l-a-n Mu-I-l-e-r. | reside at 1110 West
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Avenue in Red W ng.

This is, in sone respects, a rather
puzzling proceeding to ne, but | believe I have
lived in the 50 ml e ingestion zone radius of
approxi nately ten nucl ear power reactors in ny
lifetime. Sone of these have been in Maryl and, sone
I n Pennsyl vani a, sone have been in New Jersey. So
If festivities that go along with the regul ati on of
t hese reactors are fundanentally simlar in these
states, at least in ny experience, | suppose |I've
attended a coupl e of dozen state and federal and
| ocal hearings, bearing on different aspects of the
operation in these power reactors -- oh, | forgot,
would like to be sworn. | let that go.

(WHEREUPON, M. Muller was sworn in.)

MR. MJULLER: | shoul d have renenbered
t hat at the begi nni ng.

It seens to ne the notice for this
hearing, and the nmanner in which this docket has
been approached, seens to, unless |I m sunderstand
it, seens to | ook at the storage facility in
isolation, nore or less in isolation, but in fact,
in order for the two reactors here to operate
anot her 20 years, this storage would have to be

aut hori zed or the conpany would have to find
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sonething else to do wth the spent fuel, |ike hau
It away one cask at a tine.

My question here really, | do have a
question for the Departnent of Commerce, does your
EI'S, which I have not exam ned in any detail,
attenpt to consider the broader inpacts of continued
operation of these reactors?

MS. JENNA NESS: Yes. Chapter 6.1
specifically, and if you're interested |I can bring
t his paper copy over for you.

MR. MJULLER: Thank you. Looking at this
expansion |location, and this is noted as Xcel
Energy's slide pagi nated 15, and there's a picture
here of a rectangul ar fenced area. Does this imge
represent the proposed expansi on panel or does this
represent what we have now?

M5. PAM GORMAN:  This is what we have
now. And, actually, if you ook at the easel to the
left, it's just show ng what future pads could | ook
i ke. They are not yet there, it's just where we're
anticipating we could put themso that we woul d stay
wthin the footprint. And, like | said, that's got
security fences around it, it's got an earth and
berm around it, and so those are sone potenti al

| ocati ons of future pads.
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MR. MJULLER  Now, do these i mges
represent the new style of casks your conpany
proposes to use?

M5. PAM GORMAN:  Yes. The pad is multi
pur pose so we could use it for either.

MR. MJULLER  Thank you.

When | | ook here at the considerations
slide and say the probable result of denial would be
an adverse affect upon the future adequacy,
reliability, safety or efficiency of energy supply,
a nore reasonabl e and prudent alternative is nothing
has not been denonstrated and so on, and yet it is
wel | denponstrated that the cost of either photoable
tag power or wnd power is less, far |less, than new
nucl ear and commonly | ess than the conti nued
oper ati on.

In fact, we have around the country
several shut down nucl ear plants whose owners are
asking and are receiving, unfortunately, extrenely
| arge subsidies to continue those in operation or to
restart them And it seens likely, and | haven't
exam ned this in detail, but it seens |ikely that
t he cost of extending the operation of these nukes
anot her 20 years would be greater than alternative

sources. Electricity, usually the | owest cost of
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electricity is conservation and efficiency
I nvestnents, and after that we have alternatives, as
| nentioned.

So I"mcurious to know, to ne this
summary of consi deration seemcredi ble as a pi ece of
the Applicant's business plan. But as a description
of where the public interests would lie, in this
it's very counterintuitive, it doesn't nake sense to
nme. |'mwondering, did you -- did Commerce or did
t he Conm ssion use any consulting resources to
eval uate alternatives?

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: Ms. Ness.

MS. JENNA NESS: So Chapter 8.2 of the
El S goes over replacenent scenarios that include
mxing in wind farms, and |I' mjust readi ng here,
nat ural gas conbustion, solar farns, and nany
different m xes of those, and it's based on the
I ntegrated resource plan docket. So we rely on
that, and the Comm ssion's decision is made on that
to make that analysis in our EIS. And we do go over
cost, we go over social cost, we go over greenhouse
gas em ssions, |and use, you know, all the inpacts.

MR MILLER: Is it the conclusion of you
and your people, for instance, that the increased

storage of spent nuclear fuel on this Red Wng
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facility, which if I"mstraight on ny mnd on it,
this is the only independent facility of this kind
in the country, is that correct?

MS. JENNA NESS: | can answer the first
part of your question but |I'mnot sure about the
second part.

MR. MJULLER Not to be snotty, but |
think that this is sonething that everybody invol ved
in this ought to be aware of and be considering, but
we want to go from 52 casks, which is the nunber
now, to 86. Inevitably that would invol ve sone
radi oacti ve discharges fromthe facility, if only
fromthe sky showing fromthe casks. Wre the
health inplications of that considered in a
substantial way that | can find in there?

MS. JENNA NESS: Yes. | can find the
exact chapter for you, if you' d like. Yeah, there's
an entire chapter on that, on radiol ogical inpacts.

MR, MJULLER: And so was it concl uded that
it would be no increase in radiati on exposure or
that it was an acceptabl e increase?

MS. JENNA NESS: That it would be a
m ni mal i ncrease and that the inpacts are expected
to be mnimal, and that's based on a third-party --

not test, I'mtrying to think of the right
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termnology for it, third-party report that was
done, and there's other reports we rely on as wel |l
that we have in the footnotes. W also passed it by
t he M nnesota Departnent of Health to nake sure we
were interpreting all of the conclusions accurately,
anong the many ot her things we discussed in that
chapt er.

MR. MULLER  Thank you.

Now, one of the consequences of extended
operation of these reactors is the mning of nore
urani um obviously. D d your work there consider
the health inpacts upon uraniumm ners and their
famlies and conmunities?

MS. JENNA NESS: Yeah, |ike we tal ked
about at the scoping neetings, that isn't part of
t he scope of the project. That's outside the scope
of the project. It's kind of a downstream i npact.
The way the project is defined is by environnmental
review rules that the State of M nnesota ki nd of
confines it, otherwi se we would be expanding it to
proportions that are not analyzable. And | didn't
make those rules, that's MEFA. It's not in the
scope so, no, we did not address that, again.

MR, MJULLER: |'mnot sure | understand

that, but there is, for exanple, a proposal to begin
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or commence, reconmmence, the m ning of uraniumores
in the state of Virginia, and sone of that wll be
processed and concentrated and various things done
toit and will be | oaded in to these reactors and
subsequently taken out of the reactors and | oaded in
to these casks. |Is that overall -- do you feel

that -- |I'masking a | oaded question here -- |I'm
trying to get at the questi on whether those issues
have been addressed in a neaningful way. | don't
see any nention of that in the summary here.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: | think what she
said was it's outside the scope of the proceeding.

MR. MJULLER | beg your pardon?

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: The rul es that
define the Environnental I|npact Review, | think what
Ms. Ness is saying that the mning of the uraniumis
outside the scope of what the statute defines for
environnental review

MR. MJULLER Yes, | think that's probably
true. And what that indicates is the inadequacy of
the review process to capture the actual inpacts,
particularly the open environnental inpacts, and as
|l ong as major inpacts of that nature are not
captured by the process the process is not

sufficiently robust to be used to justify the
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expansi on of the storage facility.

And | think perhaps I'll pipe down with
that. | mght have a couple of additional coments.
But |'msatisfied that we don't have here a rational

basis for the approval or the granting of a
Certificate of Need for an expanded storage facility
in Red Wng, or probably anywhere el se, but
particularly not here, where the community is

al ready burdened by two reactors and burdened by a
storage facility to be expanded, not to menti on by

two garbage incinerators, also operated by the

appl i cant.

So | think that we're | ooking at a very
probl ematic proposal, and I'Il submt sone conments
but they'll be to the point that this is not a

Certificate of Need that ought to be granted.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: Thank you very
much for your comments and your participation, sir.

The last individual | have, I'mgoing to
butcher this name. Ral ph Rauterkus.

JUDGE MEGAN MKENZI E:  First, spell the
nane for the court reporter.

MR. RALPH RAUTERKUS: Ral ph Raut er kus,
first nane is Ra-l-p-h, last nane is

R-a-u-t-e-r-k-u-s. Many of questions | had tonight
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were al ready addressed as well.

Really ny concerns are on the long term
storage out there. 1In looking at the existing casks
and 27 nore, | think you nention in here
decommi ssi oni ng 25 casks, the first cask you said
went out 30 years ago, and when | -- | spent tine on
city council for eight years from 2009 to 2016, j ust
for alittle background. Back then | was told the
first cask had a |ife span or expected to | ast 40
years, | don't know if that's the old style and the
new style is nuch longer. | nmean, how nmany ol d
styl e casks are out there versus the newer?

M5. PAM GORMAN:  They were initially
| i censed for 40 years, because that's the NRC
process. Now they can renewed, again, that is the
| SFSI pad, which is what | think you're thinking of.
The pad was initially licensed for 40 years and then
we renewed it for anothers 20, the ISFSI itself.

The casks thensel ves, like |I said,
they're nonitored by the NRC. W anticipate that
they could |l ast a hundred years or nore, that's what
the NRC is saying today. W're going to continue to
nmonitor them we're going to continue to | ook for
signs of aging taking place, |like we my have to

repl ace a heliumseal, but essentially it's a big
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pi ece of steel and bored resin around it to protect
the fuel inside. 1It's got heliumcover gas on it.
But it's essentially a passive systemsitting out
there, we will nonitor it, but we don't anticipate
havi ng to repl ace those or do anything other than
noni tor, could be a hundred years, it could be

| onger than a hundred years, we don't know. But the
NRC has done a |lot of testing on that and they
license it and they nonitor it, along with us.

MR, RALPH RAUTERKUS: |s there a proven
process for repackagi ng that cask, and have you done
t hat ?

MS. PAM GORMAN. W& have not done that.

O her utilities have had to bring casks back inside.

W would unload it into the pool, simlar
to the way we loaded it, and load it into another
type of canister or cask based system but these
casks, we can nove themon the rail. So, | nean, as
we project out what the future |ooks |Iike we are
hoping to be noving themfromour facility to either
an interimstorage facility, a permanent repository,
we could be noving themto a facility that recycles
the fuel and reuses it.

A |l ot has changed in the |last 30 years.

We're not just | ooking at storage and long term
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storage. W are |ooking at the possibility this can
be feed stock for the advanced nucl ear reactors that
are being built. | nmean, there's nedical isotopes

t hat can be used. There's a lot of things that this
fuel can still be used to do. So there's a |ot of
options. It could be storage, it could be
recycling, it could be another future wth that

fuel .

MR. RALPH RAUTERKUS: Has there been any
of the packagi ng of a cask outside of a nuclear
power plant, you know, say they're deconm ssi oned,
now they're gone. |Is there anything out there where
t hey have to produce or build a new facility to do
that, is there one out there?

M5. PAM GORVMAN:  No. | think there are
seven that are ISFSI only. So there are seven sites
t hat the plants have been deconmm ssi oned t hensel ves
and now it's only the dry cask storage pad. But |I'm
not aware of any of them having to recask the seal
i n another formor to nove it. It remains there
and, again, it's being nonitored. W were not the
first to |load a cask, and | should nention, nost
pl ants that are operating today, we have 93, have
sone type of ISFSI, there's just a couple of them

that don't. W are not unique in the industry. W
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have an | SFSI but nobst sites do as well.

MR. RALPH RAUTERKUS: | just raise those
questi ons because you think a hundred years out, you
know, you're going to have to repackage them at sone
point, and that's ny concern. Howis that going to
be done? WII| we have the know how? WII| we have
the expertise to do that, if the plant is
deconm ssi oned and gone.

MS. PAM GORMAN:  And the other thing
shoul d say, |'ve observed this personally in France,
t hey have a hot cell facility. So they don't even
bring it back it in to a pool. They can use a hot
cell and unl oad a cask, because they recycle fuel,
so they take it out of the cask, they recycle it,

they're left with a bio product, but they can al so

re-cask the fuel in the hot cell if needed. | daho
Nati onal Lab has a hot cell. W know that sites
could build a hot cell if they needed to.

But, again, we don't anticipate that cask

would fail. | nmean, it mght be a seal issue that
we woul d have to replace, but we'll continue to
nmonitor it, we'll have oversight by the Nucl ear

Regul at ory Commi ssion, along with all the other
sites, the 65 sites that we are nonitoring today.

The U. S. is noving towards a consent
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based siting program wth anticipating that they're
going to have regional interimstorage |ocations,
and so they're noving forward with that consent
based siting program And like | said, a |ot of

conversation is changi ng around recycling of that

fuel. | nean, personally, that fuel still has a | ot
of value init, |I think it makes sense to reuse it,
just like we do with nost things. So we have the

ability to recycle that, and the technol ogy exists.
The hot cells exist today, repackagi ng exists today,
recycling exists today. Those are all things that
we have to nake a decision as a country whet her or
not we're going to nove forward with it.

MR RALPH RAUTERKUS: Thank you. All ny
ot her questions were asked al ready.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: Thank you for your
comrents and participation today, sir.

I s there anyone who has not spoken or
made a comment who would like to do so? |Is there
anyone who al ready spoke who has a follow up? |I'm
seei ng a few hands. | will start with Ms. Overl and,
since you went first.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Sone of these have
brought up ot her questi ons.

| too have been doing this for 30 years
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now and | didn't think I'd be spending ny time now
at this age doing this again.

The first one, how many TN 40s are there
ri ght now?

MS. PAM GORMAN: 52, and we will | oad
three in 2025, so we'll have 55 TN 40.

M. CAROL OVERLAND: Ckay. And then back
in 1994, in Decenber, when we were first having that
NSP little commttee, at that tine | was still a
truck driver, so | was used to replacing the seals
on the trailer wheels. Because they're always
tal king about the seals on the TN 40 | thought, oh,
seals, and it turned out -- and | asked, well, do
t hey have to be replaced and there was no answer and
t hey had to cone back with an answer and it was,
wel |, they have to be replaced every 20 years. And
now it's 30 years later, how many have been
repl aced?

M5. PAM GORMAN: Again, in the industry
we have not seen the need to replace them They are
functioning just as they were designed to. The 20
year was an initial license period, |ike we thought
it m ght happen, that they'd need to be repl aced
during that period of tine. But what we were seeing

Is they are perform ng as designed, as in day one.
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They don't need replacenent. W nonitor them W
are nonitoring the heliumpressure seal to nake sure
that there's no -- what we're nonitoring is to nake
sure that the heliumcover gas is keeping the fuel
covered, and so we are nonitoring to | ook for any

i ndications that that heliumis exiting the seal.

But we have had no issues -- actually no issues in
the industry as a whol e.

Li ke | said, we are not the first one to
| oad a cask. There are sites that are ol der than
us, and we all are nonitoring. There may have been
ot her seal replacenents, I'"'mnot famliar -- Amanda,
do you know i f anybody has done a seal replacenment?

MS. AMANDA JEPSON: No, |'m not aware of
any.

MS. CAROCL OVERLAND: [|'Ill dig up ny thing
about that.

M5. PAM GORMAN: Again, contact ne if you
have additional questions or | can get you sone
vendor contacts if you want to talk to our vendor,
our joint task vendor, or another -- we know all the
vendors and we work with them so |I'm happy to
connect. They'd have the bigger picture of what it
| ooks like in the U S.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: And then has --
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think this was covered, but has any TN 40 been
unl oaded, first on Prairie Island and then anywhere
el se?

MS. PAM GORMAN:  Not at Prairie Island,
we have not had the need to do that. | believe it's

Peach Bottomthat had a bolted netal cask cane in

and we | oaded, but | don't know, | need to confirm
that. Again, |'mhappy to get back to you with sone
information but | need to confirm | know we have

not at either site.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Next question, has
DCE nucl ear fundi ng been frozen?

MS. PAM GORVMAN:  No. Renenber, that fund
that we paid into, we get a judgnent that says we
have to get reinbursed for those costs. It's not a
fund. | nean, this is being paid by taxpayers. So
we have a judge that has said that we are due those
costs. So we, as part of our settlenent, submt our
costs every year and we get reinbursed by our
t axpayers.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: So you're saying
there's no way that can be frozen by the feds?

MS. PAM GORMAN:  Not that |'m aware of.
Again, |I'mnot an attorney, but not that |I'm aware

of .
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M5. CAROL OVERLAND: Thi ngs are happeni ng
t hat we don't know.

MS. PAM GORMAN: | understand, but this
s a judgnent fund.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Then for Conmerce,
has the -- okay, years back, | think it was '98,
there was a natural gas replacenent option. Has
t hat been addressed in the EIS for this?

MS. JENNA NESS: No, it has not been
addressed, because it wasn't an option in the IRP
proceedi ng and the Conmm ssion determ ned, | believe,
and correct nme if I"'mwong, that that -- |I'mnot as
privy to that piece as other people at Comrerce, but
they've determned that it's adequate and that sort
of study didn't need to be addressed. If |I'm
hacking that up at all |1'd appreciate sone hel p but
that's why it's not in the EI S

M5. CAROL OVERLAND: I thought that | had
put that in as a comment.

MS. JENNA NESS: You did, and |I did | ook
intoit, and | tal ked about it with ny supervisor
and that's what we tal ked about, what | just told
you.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: And there wll be

sonething in the EI'S about that, that review?

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Xcel Energy - Prairie Island - 24-68 - 3-25-24 47

MS. JENNA NESS: Well, this is the final
El S.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Ri ght.

MS. JENNA NESS: So there's not going to
be any nore edits, so what's in here is final,
unless it's determ ned not to be accurate.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: So there's nothing
Iin there about the natural gas alternative option
from 1998 or so?

MS. JENNA NESS: No. Because we | ooked
at the replacenent scenarios in the |IRP.

M5. CAROL OVERLAND: | had t hought that
you said that this did deal with alternatives?

M5. JENNA NESS: It did, yes.

MS. CARCL OVERLAND: But are you saying
the only ones that you | ooked at were ones within
t he | RP?

MS. JENNA NESS: Correct.

MS. CHARLOTTE EASTIN. That's sonet hing
I'd like to get into.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: We'll get in to that
in a bit.

MS. JENNA NESS: Mre IRP and Certificate
of Need in-depth questions, that's not ny area of

expertise. |If we need to go that route we can try
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to get those questions answered as well.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: And wth that, we
have the opportunity to put witten comments in and
al so address the i nadequacy of the ElI S?

M5. JENNA NESS: Yes.

MS. CAROL OVERLAND: Regarding health
I mpacts, | know that | had submtted the work of
Aar on Davi sson, who has been worki ng on nodel i ng of
I npacts of low level radiation. |Is that addressed
in the final ElIS?

MS. JENNA NESS: Absol utely.

M5. CAROL OVERLAND:. Ckay. | will check
that out. That's all | have for now.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E:  Who had al so
rai sed their hand?

MS. CHARLOTTE EASTIN: This is just
really a quick observation. W already know that

there's going to be 99 casks or 98 casks at the end

of 2053, and now | just learned this evening there's

going to be an additional addition of 27 nore casks
when t he decomm ssi oni ng cones, so that's 126 casks,
give or take a few

My point is, you can leave it where it
I's, you can nove it sonmewhere el se, you can recycle

It and condense it down and try and put it in a

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Xcel Energy - Prairie Island - 24-68 - 3-25-24 49

smal | er box, it's still radioactive. W're still
going to have a problemw th radi oacti ve waste that
is highly dangerous to health, and that is why I
don't care if you're going to nove it around or
what ever you do with it, it's still going to be a
problemuntil we just say we're not going to do it
anynore.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: Thank you very
much. Who el se had wanted -- just rem nd the court
reporter of your nane, please.

M5. KRI STEN El DE- TOLLEFSON: Kri sten
Ei de- Tol | ef son.

Can anyone here clarify for nme the
rel ati onshi p between the scope of this environnental
review and the integrative resource plan and whet her
or not the integrated resource plan has already
predeterm ned the legitinmacy of the Certificate of
Need, or whether this is still an open question? |
didn't do the IRP this year and I' mwondering if
there i s someone here who can explain that to ne?

MS. KATHERI NE ARNOCLD: | can take this if
nobody el se wants to.

Kat heri ne Arnold fromthe Departnent of
Commer ce.

So the IRP did not predeterm ne the
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outcone of the Certificate of Need. This is still
an open contested case process, in which a decision
hasn't been nade.

What the IRP process did is it ran many
scenari os, a nunber of them nore of the nodeling,
certainly don't have that background, | just do the
| egal stuff, but | ooked at different options for how
do we get those needs, so those nodels cane out wth
t he answers, and the | RP, what was decided, is that
for planning purposes, the plan stream woul d be
extended with the understanding that this process
was going to proceed and it's either going to be
approved or not approved, but just for planning
pur poses for the I RP that was what ws deci ded there.

MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON:  And t hat
constrai ned the consideration of alternatives in
t hi s proceedi ng?

MR. STEVE RATOW Steve Ratow fromthe
Departnent of Comerce, R-a-t-o-w, that was a
deci sion made by EERA. W did not go tell them
t hese are the only alternatives you can consi der.

We did our work in the resource plan, they then took
that into consideration and nade their own
deci sions. Does that hel p?

MS. KRI STEN ElI DE- TOLLEFSON: Was t hat
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formally part of the scope, that those woul d be the
only alternatives considered, was that in the scope?
MS. JENNA NESS: | would have to read the
scope to see if it was specifically outlined that
way, but | can tell you that the final EI S
definitely conplies with the scope.
MS. KRI STEN EI DE- TOLLEFSON:  Thank you.
JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E:  Was there anyone
el se who wanted to nake a comment or ask a question?
MR MJULLER: Al Miller again. 1'd like
to draw the court's attention to Xcel Energy slide
pagi nated 11, in which it says the 20 year extension
of Prairie Island is based on our recent resource
pl anni ng nodels in our 2024 to 2040 upper m dwest
i ntegrated resource plan, as approved by the
M nnesota Public Uilities Conm ssion.
Ckay. Now, an integrated resource plan
I's a planning concept which seeks to treat supply
si de resources and demand si de resources
symmetrically. Meaning, for i1instance, supply side
resources are power plants, extended operation of
nucl ear reactors. Denmand side resources are
conservation and efficiency prograns and such. Wen
you | ook at these in any kind of symretri cal

fashi on, alnost invariably the denand si de resources
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cone out to be the |east cost, so that if in fact

you do a valid integrated resource plan you may cone

up with sonethi ng approxi mati ng the | east cost of
electricity, and in that plan you can assign doll ar
values to health inpacts and all sorts of things.
But the problemhere is that we don't have a valid
I ntegrated resource plan and process in M nnesot a.
We have a process that consunes a |ot of talented
people's tinme and yields little or nothing other
than a mrror image of the utility's business plan.

So when we say here that the
justification for the extended -- for this extended
storage facility ties back in to an integrated
resource plan that was entirely controll ed by the
utility itself. It is nore or less self-evidently
and not a valid process and not an acceptabl e
justification for proceeding with this.

Now, what | just said about the
I nadequacy of the integrated resource plan and
process as it's carried out in Mnnesota, | have
said a fewtinmes to the Conm ssion and to vari ous
nmenbers of the staff and nobody has ever said to ne,
hey, you know, you're right. Because the appetite
for doing that doesn't seemto exist in M nnesota.

So we have a very conpl ex nodeling process, using
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very expensive nodels, which are controlled by the
utility. The nodel runs are, and correct nme if I'm
wrong, controlled by the utility, and so, again, the
outcone of the process is sinply a mrror image of
what went in, one, it's the conmm ssion rubber
stanping the utility's business plan. And as such,
you know, ny testinony here is this is no sound
basis for approving this extended storage operation
or anything else for that matter.

And if you were curious about the
consequences of it, you could | ook at various
exanples of testinony fromthe attorney general's
office, which has a utility regulatory shop and has
shown there that M nnesota has nade a transition
frombeing a relatively low electricity cost state
to a much higher electricity cost state. The reason
for that is the control of the process and the | ack
of valid ways of addressing this sort of thing that
we're here to address. And | don't say that to
I nsult anybody. Xcel Energy is as cleverly nmanaged
a utility as you could probably find in the country
and rarely seens to experience very substanti al
opposition, certainly not from nmenbers of the
Comm ssion. But | don't think there's anything in

here that could justify a report recommending to the
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Comm ssion that the Certificate of Need be granted
for this.

| could go on and on about this for a
long tinme, and | don't inmagi ne nost of the people in
the roomwant to hear it. But the point | hope
made is that the whole justification for this is a
pil e of quick sand.

Thank you, Your Honor, for allowng ne to
comrent further.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: Ms. Arnol d.

MS. KATHERI NE ARNOLD: One quick clean up
clarification. The nost recent IRP there were three
nodel i ng parties, the Departnment of Conmmerce did
sone nodeling and then a group of environnent
organi zation, |ike the C ean Energy Organi zation
al so responded.

MR, MJULLER: You know, it's true, and
what -- you can go to a neeting of one of the
I nnuner abl e neetings, IRPs are very good for
generating neetings at which people junp on. But |
haven't seen any indication that these so-called
envi ronnental groups have grasped what's happeni ng
and how they're being used. Where are they? I
don't see any. Thank you.

JUDGE MEGAN McKENZI E: Thank you, sir.
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What |'ve put up is the slide rem nding
everyone how to make witten comments. Again, those
nust be received by April the 10th at 4:30 p.m So
i f anyone would like to nake a witten comment be
aware of the tineline and the nmethods for doi ng so.

As | said, all coments are given equal
wei ght, whether they are nade in witing or in
person. So if you did not feel confortable, | know
not everyone is confortable speaking in front of a
group, you're nore than welcone to submt a witten
comment and | will get it and | will read it.

So thank you very nuch everyone for your
attendance and attenti on today. Public
participation is a very inportant part of this
process and | personally take it very seriously. So
t hank you everyone for attending, and | hope you
drive safely hone. Wth that we are adjourned.

(Proceedi ngs were adjourned at 7:15 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA )
COUNTY OF HENNEPI N )

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Jonna Schrupp, do hereby certify
that the above and foregoing transcript, consisting
of the preceding 55 pages is a correct transcri pt
of ny stenographic notes of the proceedings to the
best of ny ability.

Dated April 10, 2025

/sl Jonna Schrupp

JONNA SCHRUPP
St enogr aphi ¢ Court Reporter
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