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October 18, 2022

Mr. Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 East Seventh Place, Suite 350
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147

Re: Docket Numbers E999/CI-16-521, E999/CI-01-1023

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

The City of Minneapolis (“Minneapolis”) submits these comments in support of the motion by the
Minnesota Solar Energy Industries Association (“MnSEIA”), Environmental Law and Policy Center, Fresh
Energy and Vote Solar to amend the Distributed Generation Tariffs! and appreciates the Commission’s
invitation to submit supplemental comments on this important topic.

The City of Minneapolis enterprise, residents, and businesses are served by Xcel Energy, an investor-
owned electric utility subject to rules governed by Attachment 6, and our comments focus on Xcel
Energy’s DG Tariff. We support adoption of the Joint Parties' proposed red-line modifications to
Attachment 6, which would obligate Xcel Energy to update its DG tariff.?

As a local government with clean energy and climate mitigation goals largely aligned with state goals
and federal government commitments under the Paris Agreement, Minneapolis recognizes that fair and
effective rules governing DG interconnection will advance goals for clean energy, economic
development, decarbonization, and energy affordability for the businesses and residents we represent
as well as for our enterprise.

While the City of Minneapolis is on track to meet our State-aligned greenhouse gas emissions reduction
goal of 30 percent by 2025 for our geography, neither the city nor the State are on track to meet the
State of Minnesota’s targets beyond 2025 leading to 80 percent reduction by 2050.3>* Meeting these

! Docket Nos. 01-1023, 16-521 (Mar. 23, 2018).

2 Docket E999/CI-16-521, Joint Comments by MNSEIA, ELPC, Fresh Energy, and Vote Solar. (October 30, 2020)

3 City of Minneapolis Greenhouse Gas Inventory.

4 The Next Generation Energy Act of 2007 requires the state to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the state by
80% between 2005 and 2050, while supporting clean energy, energy efficiency, and supplementing other
renewable energy standards in Minnesota. MPCA Website (Oct. 2018)



https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air-water-land-climate/climate-change-initiatives#:%7E:text=The%20Next%20Generation%20Energy%20Act%20requires%20the%20state%20to%20reduce%20greenhouse%20gas%20emissions%20in%20the%20state%20by%2080%25%20between%202005%20and%202050%2C%20while%20supporting%20clean%20energy%2C%20energy%20efficiency%2C%20and%20supplementing%20other%20renewable%20energy%20standards%20in%20Minnesota

science-based federal, state, and local climate goals is a municipal priority as climate change is
increasingly a health and safety issue for our residents who are experiencing more extreme weather.

We share the concerns expressed by MnSEIA, Environmental Law and Policy Center, and Vote Solar (DG
Parties) that the calculation for Xcel Energy’s DG Tariff rate has not worked for any projects to date,
even as the utility’s pricing has increased over time while the cost of renewable generation has
decreased.® In our experience there are multiple barriers that make it difficult for local governments to
meet renewable energy goals through distributed generation that could be addressed through
modifying the existing DG Tariff.

For example, net metered projects are statutorily capped at 1 MW, making it difficult to access the
lower per-unit costs that would be available under a working 10-MW DG tariff. Under the current status
quo, net metered solar projects must also co-site with load, which is a preferred approach when feasible
but in other situations, the City of Minneapolis would like to optimize solar siting for higher production
and lower project costs. While the city has completed multiple net metered projects, on-site net
metering is insufficient by itself to allow Minneapolis to meet our renewable energy goals enterprise-
and community-wide. We understand that other business and academic customers in Minneapolis have
similar concerns, and updating the DG tariff, which has been available but not accessible as written since
the mid-2000s, may be a solution.

An effective DG tariff is necessary to help meet State, federal and local policy goals to deploy renewable
energy resources more quickly, leading to a more affordable and resilient grid for participants and non-
participants alike.

In summary, as a large energy customer and representative of our constituents’ interests, we urge the
Commission to address the issues identified by the Joint Petitioners and modify Attachment 6 to allow
market-driven renewable energy development consistent with the spirit of Minn. Stat. § 216B.1611.
Doing so will establish a more equitable and transparent process for deploying projects under the DG
Tariff.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

Kim W. Havey, LEED AP, AICP
Director, Division of Sustainability

5 Joint DG Parties Comments, Docket Numbers E999/CI-16-521 and E999/CI-01-1023: Updating the Generic
Standards for the Interconnection and Operation of Distributed Generation Facilities Established under Minn. Stat.
§ 216B.1611 (Sept. 28, 2022)



STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss. CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN )

I, Stacy A. Miller, of the City of Minneapolis, County of Hennepin, State of Minnesota,
affirm that on the 18th day of October 2022, I served a copy of the following via e-mail
and/or via U.S. Mail:

SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS OF THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS
REGARDING DOCKET NOS. E999/CI-16-521, E999/CI-01-1023

at the last known mailing addresses and email addresses of said entities/individuals on
the attached Service List. If by U.S. Mail, I placed said document in postage prepaid
envelope and placed same in the U.S. Post Office in Minneapolis, Minnesota for
delivery by the United States Postal Service.
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Stacy A. Miller
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