
 
 
 
 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

 

 
November 19, 2024 

—Via Electronic Filing— 
Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101  
 
RE: LETTER - PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE DECISION OPTIONS  

IN THE MATTER OF THE INTERCONNECTION OMBUDSPERSON SURCHARGE 
 DOCKET NO. E002/CI-24-248 
 
Dear Mr. Seuffert: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits the 
following alternative Decision Option (DOs) 5a and 9 to be considered at the 
November 21, 2024 Agenda Meeting regarding what actions the Commission should 
take to establish procedures on funding provisions for the interconnection 
ombudsperson position.  
 
Alternative Decision Option 5a 
 

5a.  Delegate authority to the Executive Secretary to propose by Notice the 
approval of the ombudsperson annual report and any changes to the surcharge.  
If no objections to this Notice are filed within 30 days, then the Executive 
Secretary will issue a second Notice of Updated Ombudsperson Surcharge 
approving the change which will become effective 15 days after the date of the 
second Notice. 

 
This modification to DO 5 is designed to clarify language for the new ombudsperson 
fee, allow time to the utility to implement the updated fee, and align with the 
timeframe set forth in DO7.    
 
Alternative Decision Option 9 
 

9.  The Ombudsperson is expected to adhere to national standards 
on the role of a mediator such as set forth by the American Arbitration 
Association. This includes the requirements of confidentiality such as set 
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forth in Standard V (Confidentiality) in these standards. To the extent 
that the Commission expects or allows communications between the 
Ombudsperson and Commission Staff or Commissioners about the 
substance of any mediation, this should be made clear before any 
mediation session involving the Ombudsperson is started. 

 
As discussed in the Company’s October 3, 2024 Reply Comments, we are requesting 
clarification on the procedures the Commission will employ with respect to the 
Ombudsperson’s role as mediator.  The Company has set forth this additional DO to 
align the Ombudsperson’s role as mediator with national standards.   
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service list. 
Please contact Kristen Ruud at 612-216-7979 or Kristen.S.Ruud@xcelenergy.com if 
you have any questions regarding this filing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
JESSICA PETERSON 
MANAGER, PROGRAM POLICY 
 
Enclosure 
cc: Service List 
 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Joshua DePauw, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing 
document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota      

 
 xx electronic filing 
 

 
DOCKET NO. E002/CI-24-248  
     
 
Dated this 19th day of November 2024 
 
/s/ 
____________________________ 
Joshua DePauw 
Regulatory Administrator 
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