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SUMMARY OF CERTIFICATE OF NEED FILING 

 
On May 9, 2025, Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy 
(Company or Xcel Energy), filed an application with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Commission) seeking a certificate of need for two combustion turbines 
and associated facilities that are part of the proposed Lyon County Generating Station 
project (Project) in Lyon County in Minnesota. The two combustion turbines together 
will provide approximately 420 megawatts (MW) of capacity. Associated facilities 
include two short 345 kilovolt transmission lines, onsite operation facilities, and three 
750-kilowatt emergency diesel generators to provide emergency power. The 
transmission lines will connect the Project to the Minnesota Energy Connection 
(MNEC) Garvin Substation. The combustion turbines will receive fuel through a 
natural gas pipeline extension to connect the Project to an existing Northern Border 
pipeline. The proposed facilities will be located entirely on property that will be 
owned by Xcel Energy in Lyon County adjacent to the Garvin Substation.  

The Project is needed to provide replacement firm dispatchable resources to continue 
to reliably serve customers after the retirement of Xcel Energy’s remaining coal-fired 
units at the Sherburne County Generation Station. The Project will also provide 
stability support to MNEC, which will facilitate thousands of megawatts of new 
renewable generation on Xcel Energy’s system. Xcel Energy plans to place the Project 
in-service in December 2028. 

 



 

 

 
In the Matter of the Combined Application 
for a Certificate of Need, Site Permit, 
Transmission Line Route Permit, and 
Partial Exemption and Pipeline Routing 
Permit for the Lyon County Generating 
Station Project 
 
MPUC Docket Nos. E002/CN-25-145, 
E002/GS-25-154, E002/TL-25-161 & 
G002/PPL- 25-163 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 

Breann L. Jurek certifies that on the 9th day of May, 2025, she e-filed on behalf 
of Xcel Energy, a true and correct copy of the following documents:  

1. Xcel Energy’s Combined Application for a Certificate of Need, Site 
Permit, Transmission Line Route Permit, and Partial Exemption and Pipeline 
Routing Permit, with public appendices A-M; 

2. Non-Public Appendices K and M; and 

3. Certificate of Service, 

to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, via edockets 
(www.edockets.state.mn.us).  Said documents were also served on the Official Service 
Lists on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission and as attached hereto. In 
addition, Xcel Energy’s Summary of Certificate of Need Filing was served upon the 
Official Service Lists, General Service List, and the Official Service List for Docket 
E002/GR-24-320, on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission and as 
attached hereto. 

 Executed on:  May 9, 2025 Signed:  /s/ Breann L. Jurek 
  Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 

60 South Sixth Street 
Suite 1500 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
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