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St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: ANSWER IN OPPOSITION TO PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION

Minnesota Energy Connection Project
Docket Nos. E002/CN-22-131; E002/TL-22-132

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

Northern States Power Company doing business as Xcel Energy submits this answer to David
and Lisa Hoffman’s June 12, 2025 petition for reconsideration (Petition) of the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission’s June 11, 2025 ORDER MODIFYING AND ADOPTING THE ADMINISTRATIVE
LAW JUDGE REPORT, GRANTING A CERTIFICATE OF NEED, AND ISSUING A ROUTE PERMIT FOR THE
MINNESOTA ENERGY CONNECTION PROJECT (Order).!

In their Petition, the Hoffmans identify the impacts of electromagnetic fields (EMF) and other
potential impacts of the selected route as the reason for reconsideration, and propose their own
alternative route. The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and the Commission thoroughly
considered EMF and the other impacts identified by the Hoffmans, and the Hoffmans did not
timely raise their proposed route, nor does the record support selection of the Hoffmans’ route.
Because the Petition does not raise new issues, point to new evidence, or otherwise show that the
Commission’s Order is unlawful or unreasonable, Xcel Energy respectfully requests that the
Petition be denied.

A petition for reconsideration must be timely filed and must specifically set forth the grounds for
rehearing.” The Commission “may reverse, change, modify, or suspend” its original decision
only if “the original decision, order, or determination is in any respect unlawful or
unreasonable.”* Generally, the Commission will review petitions for reconsideration to
determine whether the petition (i) raises new issues, (ii) points to new and relevant evidence, (iii)

! Dave & Lisa Hoffman Reconsideration (June 12, 2025) (eDocket No. 20256-219853-01). The Petition is
not styled as a petition for reconsideration; rather, the Hoffmans requested that the Commission resubmit
their May 2025 comments and caption those comments as a petition for reconsideration.

2 Minn. Stat. § 216B.27, subd. 2; see also Minn. R. 7829.3000, subp. 2.

3 Minn. Stat. § 216B.27, subd. 3; see also Minn. Stat. § 14.69 (providing that, on appeal, a reviewing
court may affirm an agency decision unless, among other things, it is not supported by substantial
evidence or is arbitrary or capricious).


https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B80286597-0000-CC1A-BEC6-3768323E5A2F%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=1

exposes errors or ambiguities in the underlying order, or (iv) otherwise persuades the
Commission that it should rethink its decision.* The Commission may decide on a petition for
reconsideration with or without a hearing and oral argument.’

L Background

The Hoffmans did not submit comments during the scoping period; there were eight scoping
meetings held, and the comment period was open until February 21, 2024.° Earlier, during the
comment period on the draft EIS, in November 2024, the Hoffmans submitted comments
expressing their opposition to the Project and stated that, if a permit is granted, they preferred a
route alternative that runs “along 210 St. in Redwood Co.”” The Hoffmans also expressed
concern about EMF.® The route identified by the Hoffmans was not proposed during scoping or
studied in the EIS, although multiple route alternatives in the vicinity were studied. The figure
included in Attachment 1 shows the Blue Route, route alternatives studied in the EIS, and the
alternative identified in the Hoffmans’ November 2024 comments.

In this area, the Commission selected Route Alternative 211 for the Project’s route. Route
Alternative 211 was supported by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) and
the Department of Commerce, Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) to reduce
environmental impacts.’

Substantively, the Hoffmans’ motion for reconsideration raises the same issues that the
Hoffmans raised in their prior comments.'° The Hoffmans again note their preference for a route
that follows 210™ Street, and raise concerns about health impacts on residents near the Project.

1I. Discussion

A. The Commission already considered the issues raised in the Petition

The Petition raises the same issues the Hoffmans raised in prior comments—issues the
Commission has already considered. The Hoffmans take issue with the Order because they assert
that a different route should have been selected in their region, and because of concerns about
EMF. Included with the Hoffmans’ comments is a study about the potential impacts of EMF.
The Commission thoroughly considered the issues raised by the Hoffmans when it issued the
permit for the Project, as explained further below.

* See, e.g., In the Matter of the Formal Complaint and Request for Relief by the Minnesota Solar
Advocates, MPUC Docket No. E-002/C-23-424, Order Denying Petition for Reconsideration at 1 (Apr.
26, 2024).

> Minn. R. 7829.3000, subp. 6.

% Notice of Public Information and Environmental Impact Statement Scoping Meetings (Jan. 8, 2024)
(eDocket No. 20241-202004-02).

" Dave & Lisa Hoffman Comments (Nov. 22, 2024) (eDocket No. 202411-212380-03) (emphasis in
original).

* Id.

? EERA Comments (Jan. 29, 2024) (eDocket No. 20251-214591-01).

" Dave & Lisa Hoffman Reconsideration (June 12, 2025) (eDocket No. 20256-219853-01).
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First, the Commission already thoroughly considered the potential human and environmental
impacts of the Project in this area. There were multiple route alternatives available for
consideration in this region, and the Commission ultimately selected Route Alternative 211,
which was supported by MDNR and EERA, as well. The Petition does not change this analysis.
The Petition also refers to the route following existing rights-of-way and implies this is not
preferable; however, the Commission’s routing criteria support following, not avoiding, existing
rights-of-way.!! More specifically, comparing the approved route and the route presented in the
Petition, the approved route is within 150 feet of an existing residence; another residence is
within 500 feet. The route approved by the Commission has no residences within 150 feet, one
residence within 300 feet, and two residences within 500 feet. Thus, the Hoffmans’ route does
not meaningfully reduce residence impacts; indeed, it would place the Project in closer proximity
to a residence. In addition, as shown on Attachment 1, the route alternative proposed by the
Hoffmans crosses multiple parcels that did not receive notice of these proceedings (four parcels
in total).

Accordingly, the record reflects that the Commission thoroughly considered the impacts of the
selected route. The Petition should be denied because it does not provide new evidence or issues
that warrants reconsideration.

With respect to the Petition’s assertions regarding EMF and health impacts, the EIS addressed
the potential impacts of EMF, and concluded that impacts to human health were not anticipated
and referenced the results of scientific research conducted by the U.S. National Institute of
Health and the World Health Organization which did “not support a relationship or association
between exposure to electric power EMF and adverse health effects.”!? Likewise, the
Administrative Law Judge observed that, “[n]o impacts to human health due to EMF are
anticipated as a result of the Project.” The Hoffmans’ generalized references to health impacts
and selection of a single study are not new evidence and do not provide a basis to reconsider the
Order.

B. The Petition’s route alternative is untimely and incomplete

The Petition asserts that the Commission should select a different route for the Project in
Redwood County, Minnesota, stating that Mr. Hoffman was informed at the Marshall public
hearing on November 7, 2024, that, “if anyone had an alternative route to the route segments 219
and 211 to mail that information in by Nov. 25th.” However, the scoping period ended on
February 21, 2024, and members of the public were not encouraged to submit route alternatives
at the public hearings (including the Marshall public hearing).'* Likewise, the Notice of
Informational Meetings, Public and Evidentiary Hearings, and Availability of Draft
Environmental Impact Statements does not solicit new routes,'* and the Commission’s rules do

"' Minn. Stat. § 216E.03, subd. 7(e); see also Minn. R. 7850.4100.

2 Draft EIS Full Text, § 5.3.1.1 (October 8, 2024) (eDocket No. 202410-210801-01); EIS § 5.3.1
(January 24, 2025) (eDocket No. 20251-214220-01).

13 Public Hearing: Marshall, Minnesota Tr. (Nov. 7, 2024); Notice of Public Information and
Environmental Impact Statement Scoping Meetings (Jan. 8, 2024) (eDocket No. 20241-202004-02).
' Notice of Informational Meetings, Public and Evidentiary Hearings, and Availability of Draft
Environmental Impact Statements (Oct. 15, 2024) (eDocket No. 202410-210963-02).
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not provide for new routes from the public after the draft EIS is issued. The Commission’s rules
provide for members of the public like the Hoffmans to “suggest alternative . . . routes, . . .
[d]uring the scoping process.”!® The Hoffmans did not identify their proposed route until after
the draft EIS was issued, which is generally after the public can identify a proposed route.
Moreover, as noted above, not all the landowners on the Hoffmans’ proposed route have
received notice of these proceedings.

Further, the Hoffmans did not provide an analysis of the environmental and human impacts of
their alternative such that there is sufficient evidence in the record to allow the Commission to
consider it. Accordingly, the record does not support selection of the Hoffmans’ proposed route,
and the Petition should be rejected.

We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.
Copies have been served on parties on the attached service lists.

Sincerely,

FREDRIKSON & BYRON, P.A.
/s/ Haley L. Waller Pitts

Haley L. Waller Pitts

Direct Dial: 612.492.7443

Email: hwallerpitts@fredlaw.com

Enclosure
C: Service Lists

!> Minn. R. 7850.2500, subp. 3.



Gales StatelWildlife
Management'Area o

,{32ﬁ§§{b

=

6)
ﬂ@@- 4
o

Attachment A

Duncan’Ave

Minnesota Energy Connection
Hoffman Route

@ Xcel Energy*

DISCLAIMER: This information is believed to be
correct but is subject to change and is not warranted.

| pBDD

Residence within 150'
Residence within 300'
Residence within 500'
Residence > 500

==== Route Alternatives (EIS)
Sensitive Resources

@ BWSR Conservation Easement
Hoffman Route

e Public Water Watercourse
= Public Ditch/Altered Natural Watercourse

@ PwI Basin

Waterway (NHD)

Noticed Parcels (
) Miles




In the Matter of the Certificate of Need
and Route Permit Applications for the
Minnesota Energy Connection Project
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
MPUC Docket Nos. E002/CN-22-131 and
TL-22-132

Breann L. Jurek certifies that on the 23rd day of June 2025, she e-filed on behalf of
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, a true and correct copy of the
following documents:

e Answer in Opposition to Petition for Reconsideration, with Attachment 1; and
e Certificate of Service,

with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission via eDockets (www.edockets.state.mn.us). Said
documents were also served on the Official Service Lists of record on file with the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission and as attached hereto.

Executed on: June 23, 2025 Signed: /s/ Breann L. Jurek
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
60 South Sixth Street
Suite 1500
Minneapolis, MN 55402
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