
 

 

   

 

 

May 19, 2025 

—Via Electronic Filing— 

The Honorable Ann O’Reilly 
Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Hearings 
P.O. Box 64620 
St. Paul, MN 55164-0620 
 
RE: Surrebuttal Testimony of Tony Wendland  
 IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR A ROUTE PERMIT FOR THE 

MANKATO – MISSISSIPPI RIVER 345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT 

IN SOUTHEAST MINNESOTA 
Docket No. E002/TL-23-157 
OAH Docket No. 65-2500-40099 

Dear Judge O’Reilly: 

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, respectfully 
submits the following documents in the above-referenced docket: 

 Surrebuttal Testimony of Tony Wendland 

We have electronically filed these documents with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission. As requested in the Second Prehearing Order, we will be providing 
you with a paper courtesy copy by U.S. Mail. Please contact me at 612-2168274 or 
lauren.steinhaeuser@xcelenergy.com if you have any questions regarding this filing. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Lauren Steinhaeuser 

LAUREN STEINHAEUSER 
ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL 
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY 
 
Enclosures 
cc: Service List 
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I.  INTRODUCTION  1 

 2 

Q. PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME AND BUSINESS ADDRESS. 3 

A. My name is Tony Wendland, and my business address is 414 Nicollet Mall, 4 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401. 5 

 6 

Q. HAVE YOU PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED TESTIMONY IN THIS PROCEEDING?  7 

A. Yes. I filed Direct Testimony on behalf of Northern States Power Company, 8 

doing business as Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy) for a Route Permit Application 9 

(Application) with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 10 

for the Mankato – Mississippi 345 kV Transmission Project (Project).  11 

 12 

Q. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF YOUR SURREBUTTAL TESTIMONY? 13 

A. The purpose of my Surrebuttal Testimony is to provide updated cost estimates 14 

for the Project based on the Company’s May 5, 2025 filing requesting to 15 

expand the route width for portions of Route Option 2 North and Route 16 

Option 2 South near the North Rochester Substation. A copy of this May 5th 17 

filing was provided as Schedule 5 to the Rebuttal Testimony of Company 18 

Witness Ellen Heine.  19 

 20 

II. UPDATED PROJECT COSTS  21 

 22 

Q.  HOW DOES THE COMPANY’S PROPOSED ROUTE WIDTH EXPANSION IMPACT 23 

THE ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS? 24 

A. As further detailed in the Rebuttal Testimony of Company Witness Heine, the 25 

expanded route width will require constructing the Project’s proposed 345 kV 26 

transmission line adjacent to the existing Hampton – North Rochester 345 kV 27 
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double-circuit capable transmission structures rather than on the open portion 1 

of these existing structures on the eastern ends of Route Option 2 North and 2 

Route Option 2 South. The cost estimates provided in my Direct Testimony 3 

assumed a double-circuit rather than the parallel construction that is now 4 

being proposed. This parallel construction will be more costly as compared to 5 

the double-circuit construction due to the costs associated with constructing 6 

new single-circuit poles and acquiring the necessary land rights.  7 

 8 

Q.  WHAT ARE THE UPDATED TOTAL ESTIMATED COST FOR THE PROJECT? 9 

A. In Table 2 of my Direct Testimony, Xcel Energy provided the total estimated 10 

cost of the Project based the specific costs for each route alternative included 11 

in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). These costs ranged from 12 

$436.8 million on the low end to $583.8 million on the high end. An updated 13 

version of Table 2 is provided below as Table 1 to reflect the proposed parallel 14 

construction of both Route Option 2 North and Route Option 2 South. This 15 

parallel construction increased the high-end of the Project’s estimated costs 16 

from $583.8 million to $589.7 million. As with the costs provided in the Table 17 

2 of my Direct Testimony, these costs were escalated to nominal dollars to 18 

reflect the expected final cost at completion for each component of the 19 

Project.  20 

Table 1. Updated Total Estimated Project Costs 21 

Project Components  

Low Capital 
Expenditures 

($Millions) 

High Capital 
Expenditures 

($Millions) 
Mankato – Mississippi 
River 345 kV 
Transmission Line 

$376.6 $490.7 

Wilmarth Substation 
Modifications 

$8.6 $9.1 

North Rochester Substation $10.5 $11.5 
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North Rochester to 
Chester 161 kV 
Transmission Line 

$41.1 $69.7 

Eastwood Substation 
Modifications 

$0 $8.7 

Total $436.8 $589.7 
 1 

 2 

Q. DOES THE PROPOSED PARALLEL CONSTRUCTION ALSO CHANGE THE 3 

ESTIMATED COSTS FOR XCEL ENERGY’S PREFERRED ROUTE? 4 

A. Yes. Xcel Energy’s Preferred Route includes Route Option 2 South so the 5 

proposed parallel construction will change the estimated costs for Xcel 6 

Energy’s Preferred Route. I provided a total estimated costs for Xcel Energy’s 7 

Preferred Route in Table 3 of my Direct Testimony. An updated version of 8 

Table 3 is provided below as Table 2. As shown in Table 2, the proposed 9 

parallel construction increased the estimated costs of the Preferred Route by 10 

$2.0 million. 11 

 12 

Table 2. Updated Total Estimated Costs for  13 
Xcel Energy’s Preferred Route 14 

Project Components  

Capital 
Expenditures 

($Millions) 
Mankato – Mississippi River 
345 kV Transmission Line 

$378.6 

Wilmarth Substation 
Modifications 

$8.6 

North Rochester Substation $10.5 
North Rochester to Chester 
161 kV Transmission Line 

$69.7 

Eastwood Substation 
Modifications 

$0 

Total $467.4 
  15 
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Q. ARE THERE OTHER TABLES FROM YOUR DIRECT TESTIMONY THAT NEED TO 1 

BE UPDATED TO REFLECT THE UPDATED COST ESTIMATE FOR THE PREFERRED 2 

ROUTE? 3 

A. Yes. Table 5 in my Direct Testimony provided a comparison of the estimated 4 

costs of Xcel Energy’s Preferred Route for Segments 1 and 2 to Route 5 

Segment 17 (Highway 14 alternative). An updated version of Table 5 is 6 

provided below as Table 3. 7 

 8 

 Table 3. Updated Cost Estimate Comparison for Route Segment 17 9 

Project Components  

Capital 
Expenditures 

($Millions) 
Xcel Energy’s Preferred 
Route for Segments 1 and 2 

$341.9 

Route Segment 17 $397.1 
 10 

 11 

III. CONCLUSION  12 

 13 

Q. DOES THIS CONCLUDE YOUR SURREBUTTAL TESTIMONY? 14 

A. Yes. 15 
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Gustav Gerhardson certifies that on the 19th day of May, 2025, on behalf of Northern 
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