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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
Issued: December 19, 2023  

 
In the Matter of the Petition of Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation for Approval of a 
Renewable Natural Gas Interconnection Tariff 
 
PUC Docket Numbers:  G-011/M-23-489 

 
Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes January 26, 2024 at 4:30pm 

   Reply comment period closes February 16, 2024 at 4:30pm 
 

Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not be considered by the 
Commission. 
 
Issue:  
Should the Commission approve Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation’s (MERC) proposal to 
allow Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) producers to interconnect to the Company’s distribution 
system, and recover the RNG commodity purchase costs through its Purchased Gas Adjustment 
(PGA) rider? 
 
Topics Open for Comment:   

• Should the Commission approve MERC’s proposed: 
o Interconnection Tariff (Attachment A),  
o Interconnection Agreement (Attachment B),   
o Natural Gas Purchase Agreement (Attachment C), and 
o RNG Interconnection Reporting (Page 12, Section D)? 

• Should the Commission approve MERC’s proposal to recover RNG commodity purchase 
costs through its PGA rider? 

• Should the Commission consider whether the costs associated with MERC’s RNG 
interconnection tariff are reasonable to potential RNG interconnection producers? 

• How should the Commission consider MERC’s proposal within the context of CenterPoint 
Energy’s RNG Interconnection Tariff in Docket 20-434? 

• How should the Commission consider MERC’s proposal within the context of statewide 
greenhouse gas reduction goals, as stated in Minn. Stat §216H.02 Subd. 1? 
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• How should the Commission consider lessons learned from other dockets, such as Docket 
No. G999/CI-21-566 regarding Lifecycle Greenhouse Gas Emissions Accounting for natural 
gas innovation plans under Minn. Stat. § 216B.2427, to assess MERC’s petition? 

• How should the Commission consider MERC’s proposal in the context of the evolving RNG 
market nationally? 

• Has MERC appropriately discussed its plans to maximize the benefits of the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA) and the IRA’s impact on the utility’s planning assumptions pursuant to 
Order Point 1 of the Commission’s September 12, 2023 Order in Docket No. E,G-999/CI-22-
624?  

• Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter?  
 
 
Background 
MERC is a natural gas distribution company that operates in 52 counties throughout Minnesota. 
MERC has filed a petition to request approval to: 
 

• Allow RNG producers to interconnect to the Company’s distribution system, and 
• Recover costs to purchase the RNG commodity (but not its associated environmental 

attributes) through its PGA rider.  
 
The proposed interconnection system would allow producers of RNG (e.g., natural gas derived 
from dairy waste) to interconnect to MERC’s distribution system. MERC would then have the 
opportunity to purchase the natural gas commodity at first-of-the-month NNG-Ventura index 
prices. MERC has stated that their aim is to: 
 

o Meet demand from potential RNG producers, who are seeking to interconnect to MERC’s 
distribution system, and to sell RNG or the environmental attributes associated with RNG 
to the existing and developing market, and 

o Provide locally-produced natural gas commodities to its customer base at a price 
competitive with imported natural gas, with the potential to avoid incremental capacity 
expansion costs.  

 
MERC is the second gas distribution utility in Minnesota to propose interconnecting RNG from 
local producers into its system. CenterPoint Energy proposed an RNG interconnection tariff on 
April 23, 2020 in Docket No. M-20-434. The Commission approved the tariff with modifications, 
including annual reporting requirements, in its January 26, 2021 Order. So far, CenterPoint has not 
facilitated a successful RNG interconnection since approval of their 2021 petition, citing a longer-
than-expected interconnection process in their compliance filing on January 31, 2023. MERC is 
also part of a growing nationwide effort of gas utilities seeking to interconnect RNG producers to 
their distribution networks1, with a particular focus on Midwest RNG producers. 
 

 
1 Gas utilities see renewable natural gas investment opportunities expanding | S&P Global Market 
Intelligence (spglobal.com) 

https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/latest-news-headlines/gas-utilities-see-renewable-natural-gas-investment-opportunities-expanding-76970932#:%7E:text=Gas%20utilities%20see%20renewable%20natural%20gas%20investment%20opportunities,milestone%20...%204%20Opportunities%20in%20nonregulated%20businesses%20
https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/latest-news-headlines/gas-utilities-see-renewable-natural-gas-investment-opportunities-expanding-76970932#:%7E:text=Gas%20utilities%20see%20renewable%20natural%20gas%20investment%20opportunities,milestone%20...%204%20Opportunities%20in%20nonregulated%20businesses%20
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Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to efile documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties, 
participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling at: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling 
 
Submit Public Comments: 

Online:            https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/, and follow the instructions. 

Email:              consumer.puc@state.mn.us 

U.S. Mail:        Consumer Affairs Office 
                          Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
                          121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
                          St. Paul MN  55101 
 
Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this matter on the Commission’s website at: 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets Project Database, enter the year (23) and the docket 
number (489), and select Search. 

Subscribe: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter visit: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff, 
Sophie Nikitas, at  sophie.nikitas@state.mn.us or 651-539-1062. 
 
Change your mailing preferences:  Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 651-
201-2246. 
 

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice).  
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications 
Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
mailto:sophie.nikitas@state.mn.us
mailto:docketing.puc@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Mai Choua Xiong, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of 
the following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the 
attached list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing 
the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Docket Number G011/M-23-489 
Dated this 19th day of December, 2023 
 
 
 
/s/ Mai Choua Xiong 
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Joseph OBrien joey.obrien@lowersioux.co
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Lower Sioux Indian
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Joe Tonihka Joe.Tonihka@whiteearth-
nsn.gov
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