
From: Andrew Levi
To: kevinj@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov; samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy -- Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Monday, May 12, 2025 11:09:00 AM
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Dear Kevin Jensvold and Samantha Odegard,
 
Great River Energy is proposing to construct approximately 2.9 miles of new single-
circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake
Townships in Otter Tail County, Minnesota (the Project). As part of the Project, Great
River Energy will upgrade the existing Lake Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto
Substation. More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the
attached letter and fact sheet.
 
Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission in late summer of 2025. Great River Energy would
appreciate any comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to
Mark Strohfus with Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or
MStrohfus@GREnergy.com with questions, written comments, or a request for a
meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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May 12, 2025 
  
Kevin Jensvold 
Upper Sioux Community 
PO Box 147 
5722 Travers Ln 
Granite Falls, MN  56241 
kevinj@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov 
 
Samantha Odegard 
Upper Sioux Community 
PO Box 147 
5722 Travers Ln 
Granite Falls, MN  56241 
samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Kevin Jensvold and Samantha Odegard: 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in August 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By upgrading 
the Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable 
LREC to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission 
line will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use direct-buried single-pole wood or steel structures. Larger laminate poles 
with guying or steel poles on concrete foundations may be needed for angles. Typical pole heights will 
range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission issues a Route Permit, 
will determine the final span distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, laminate poles 
or steel poles on foundations). Construction will generally occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way 
(ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to construct, operate and maintain the transmission 
line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on 
either side of the pole line. 
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Kevin Jensvold and Samantha Odegard 
May 12, 2025 
Page 2 
 


MStrohfus@GREnergy.com  D: 763-445-5210 


Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:MStrohfus@GREnergy.com

mailto:MStrohfus@GREnergy.com





 
 
 
 
 
White Earth Nation 
 



You don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
To: Joe Tonihka; Andrew Levi
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 2:22:20 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you Joe Tonihka!
 
Mark Strohfus
Project Manager – Transmission Permitting
Great River Energy
12300 Elm Creek Boulevard
Maple Grove, MN 55369
Direct: 763-445-5210 | Cell: 612-961-9820
www.GreatRiverEnergy.com
 
 
 
From: Joe Tonihka <Joe.Tonihka@whiteearth-nsn.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 2:20 PM
To: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG <MStrohfu@GREnergy.com>
Subject: RE: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
 
This email was sent by an external sender. Opening attachments or clicking
links from untrusted sources may cause damage to you and Great River
Energy.
I will forward this to our TUC for review.
 
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:59 PM
To: Joe Tonihka <Joe.Tonihka@whiteearth-nsn.gov>
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG <MStrohfu@GREnergy.com>
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
 

[CAUTION] This email has originated from outside the White Earth organization,
please use discretion when opening links or attachments....

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear Joe Tonihka,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
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resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may
contain information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read,
copy, forward, or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you
have received this message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it
completely from your computer system.
NOTICE TO RECIPIENT: The information contained in this message from Great River
Energy and any attachments are confidential and intended only for the named recipient(s). If
you have received this message in error, you are prohibited from copying, distributing or using
the information. Please contact the sender immediately by return email and delete the original
message.



From: Andrew Levi
To: Jaime.Arsenault@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 2:00:00 PM
Attachments: GRE_OttoTap_JaimeAresnault_20250910.pdf
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Dear Jaime Arsenault,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap Transmission
Line Project (Project). Consistent with recommendations from the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in
July 2025, we are following up with those who have not yet responded to ensure we receive
any comments you may have.
 
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County, Minnesota. As
part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake Region Electric
Cooperative-owned Otto Substation. More information about the Project, along with a map,
is available in the attached letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a
Route Permit Application to the MPUC later this summer.
 
Great River Energy would appreciate any comments you might have about the Project.
Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or
mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions, written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025  
 
Jaime Arsenault 
White Earth Nation 
PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN  56591 
 
Sent via email to: Jaime.Arsenault@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Jaime Arsenault, 
 
You have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent with the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document 
issued in July 2025. 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Jaime Arsenault 
September 10, 2025 
Page 2 
 


MStrohfus@GREnergy.com  D: 763-445-5210 


 
Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: laura.erickson@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:59:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

GRE_OttoTap_LauraErickson_20250910.pdf

Dear Laura Erickson,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025 
 
Laura Erickson 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN 56569 
 
Sent via email: laura.erickson@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Laura Erickson, 
 
You may have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement 
document issued in July 2025. 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Laura Erickson 
September 10, 2025 
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Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: laurie.york@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:59:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

GRE_OttoTap_LaurieYork_20250910.pdf

Dear Laurie York,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025 
 
Laurie York 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN 56569 
 
Sent via email: laurie.york@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Laurie York, 
 
You may have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement 
document issued in July 2025. 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: "mike.laroque@whiteearth-nsn.gov"
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:59:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

GRE_OttoTap_MikeLaRoque_20250910.pdf

Dear Mike LaRoque,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025 


Mike LaRoque 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN 56569 


Sent via email: mike.laroque@whiteearth-nsn.gov 


Subject: Great River Energy 
Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 


Dear Mike LaRoque, 


You may have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement 
document issued in July 2025. 


Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 


As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  


The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: nathan.mathews@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:59:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

GRE_OttoTap_NateMathews_20250910.pdf

Dear Nate Mathews,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025 
 
Nate Mathews 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN 56569 
 
Sent via email: nathan.mathews@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Nate Mathews, 
 
You may have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement 
document issued in July 2025. 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: jacob.mcarthur@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:58:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Dear Jacob McArthur,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025 
 
Jacob McArthur 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN 56569 
 
Sent via email: jacob.mcarthur@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Jacob McArthur, 
 
You may have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement 
document issued in July 2025. 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: joe.tonihka@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:58:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

GRE_OttoTap_JoeTonihka_20250910.pdf

Dear Joe Tonihka,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025 
 
Joe Tonihka 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN 56569 
 
Sent via email: joe.tonihka@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Joe Tonihka, 
 
You may have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement 
document issued in July 2025. 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Joe Tonihka 
September 10, 2025 
Page 2 
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Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: "christie.haverkamp@whiteearth-nsn.gov"
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:57:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

GRE_OttoTap_ChristieHaverkamp_20250910.pdf

Dear Christie Haverkamp,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025 
 
Christie Haverkamp 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN 56569 
 
Sent via email: christie.haverkamp@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Christie Haverkamp, 
 
You may have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement 
document issued in July 2025. 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Christie Haverkamp 
September 10, 2025 
Page 2 
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Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: "eugene.sommers@whiteearth-nsn.gov"
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:57:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Dear Eugene Sommers,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025 
 
Eugene Sommers 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN 56569 
 
Sent via email: eugene.sommers@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Eugene Sommers, 
 
You may have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement 
document issued in July 2025. 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Eugene Sommers 
September 10, 2025 
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Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: henry.fox@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:57:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Dear Henry Fox,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025 
 
Henry Fox 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN 56569 
 
Sent via email: henry.fox@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Henry Fox, 
 
You may have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement 
document issued in July 2025. 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: icecrackingswamp@gmail.com
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 1:56:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

GRE_OttoTap_MikeSmith_20250910.pdf

Dear Mike Smith,
 
In May of this year, Great River Energy provided notice about the Otto Tap
Transmission Line Project (Project) to Tribal governments across Minnesota. We are
resending this notice consistent with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement document issued in July 2025.
The Project is an approximately 2.9-mile new single-circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage
transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake Townships in Otter Tail County,
Minnesota. As part of the Project, Great River Energy will replace the existing Lake
Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto Substation.
 
More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the attached
letter and fact sheet. Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit
Application to the MPUC later this summer. Great River Energy would appreciate any
comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to Mark Strohfus with
Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or mstrohfu@GREnergy.com with questions,
written comments, or a request for a meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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September 10, 2025 
 
Mike Smith 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN 56569 
 
Sent via email: icecrackingswamp@gmail.com 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Mike Smith, 
 
You may have already received this notice in May of this year. We are resending this notice consistent 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (MPUC) Guidance for Successful Tribal Engagement 
document issued in July 2025. 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric supplier to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in October 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By replacing the 
Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable LREC 
to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission line 
will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use single-pole wood structures, with steel poles as needed. Typical pole heights 
will range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the MPUC issues a Route Permit, will determine the final span 
distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, steel poles). Construction will generally 
occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to 
construct, operate and maintain the transmission line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered 
on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on either side of the pole line. 
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Mike Smith 
September 10, 2025 
Page 2 
 


MStrohfus@GREnergy.com  D: 763-445-5210 


 
Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: Michael.Fairbanks@whiteearth-nsn.gov; Jaime.Arsenault@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cc: Strohfus, Mark GRE-MG
Subject: Great River Energy -- Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Monday, May 12, 2025 11:13:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Otto Tap Transmission Line Fact Sheet.pdf
GRE_OttoTap_WhiteEarthNation_Intro_Letter_Final.pdf

Dear Michael Fairbanks and Jaime Arsenault,
 
Great River Energy is proposing to construct approximately 2.9 miles of new single-
circuit, 115-kilovolt high voltage transmission line within Otto and Pine Lake
Townships in Otter Tail County, Minnesota (the Project). As part of the Project, Great
River Energy will upgrade the existing Lake Region Electric Cooperative-owned Otto
Substation. More information about the Project, along with a map, is available in the
attached letter and fact sheet.
 
Great River Energy is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission in late summer of 2025. Great River Energy would
appreciate any comments you might have about the Project. Please reach out to
Mark Strohfus with Great River Energy at 763-445-5210 or
MStrohfus@GREnergy.com with questions, written comments, or a request for a
meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Mark Strohfus, Great River Energy]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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Schedule 
Notifications                       Winter 2024 
Project permitting  2025 – Fall 2026 
Survey/design       Winter 2027 – Winter 2028  
Easements/ 
Environmental permits   Spring – Fall 2027  
Transmission line   
construction   Fall 2027 – Fall 2028  
Energization   Fall 2028 
 


Quick facts 
Length – Approximately 2.9 miles  
Voltage – 115 kV  
Structures – Direct-embedded wood or steel 
poles; steel on concrete foundations at corners 
Spans – 350 to 400 feet apart 
Right of way – 100-feet-wide (50 feet each side of 
center of pole line) 


 


 
 
Otto Substation transmission tap line
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake 
Region Electric Cooperative, is planning to build 
approximately 2.9 miles of new 115,000-volt (115-
kilovolt or 115-kV) overhead transmission line in Otto 
and Pine Lake Townships, in Ottertail County. A 
transmission tap to the existing Perham–Rush Lake (LR-
PR) 115-kV line is necessary to support Lake Region 
Electric Cooperative’s upgrade of the Otto Substation. 
This will ensure continued reliable service by 
connecting the new substation to the regional 115-kV 
transmission system. 


Overview 
 


This project will include the construction of 
approximately 2.9 miles of transmission line between 
the existing Otto Substation and Great River Energy’s 
existing LR-PR 115-kV transmission line located on the 
northeast side of US Highway 10. See map on back. 
From the Otto Substation, the proposed route would 
follow 470th Avenue north. At 410th Street it will turn 
east until it crosses over US Highway 10 to a new switch 
to be installed on the existing 115-kV line. LREC will 
likely bury most of their existing distribution lines where 
they are overtaken by the new 115-kV transmission line. 


 Permits  
 


The project will require a route permit from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission prior to any 
construction commencing. There will be several 
opportunities for any interested party to provide 
comments during the state’s permitting process.   


 
In addition, Great River Energy will work with other state, 
county, townships and local authorities to acquire all 
approvals necessary to complete the work.  


 Public involvement and easements 
 


Great River Energy will be contacting landowners to talk 
with them about the project. Easements will be needed 
to provide adequate land rights for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the new line.  
 
Landowners will be presented with a copy of the route 
permit, easement and compensation settlement offer. 
Information will also be provided on the proposed 
design and pole locations, tree removal, construction 
access, settlement of damages and restoration of the 
right-of-way.  


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


Typical 115-kV single circuit structure and 115-kV deadend 


Lake Region Electric Cooperative 
1401 S Broadway 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
1800-552-7658 
lrec.coop 
 


Great River Energy 
12300 Elm Creek Blvd 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-445-5000 
grenergy.com 







 
 


About Great River Energy 
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity to 
approximately 1.7 million people through its member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through our 
member-owners, we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. 


Great River Energy representatives 
For project updates and information, contact: 
Madalynn Brendon      Mark Strohfus 
Field Representative | Land Rights    Project Manager | Permitting 
763-445-5987 | mbrendon@grenergy.com   763-445-5210 | mstrohfus@grenergy.com 
 


04-25-2025 


Proposed Project 
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May 12, 2025 
 
Michael Fairbanks 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN  56569 
Michael.Fairbanks@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
  
Jaime Arsenault 
White Earth Nation 
PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN  56591-0418 
Jaime.Arsenault@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Subject: Great River Energy 
 Otto Tap 115 kV Transmission Line Project in Otter Tail County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Michael Fairbanks and Jaime Arsenault: 
 
Great River Energy, wholesale electric provider to Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC), is planning to 
build approximately 2.9 miles of new 115-kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL) in Otto and 
Pine Lake Townships, in Otter Tail County, referred to as the Otto Tap 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
(Project). Great River Energy intends to submit a Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission for the Project in August 2025. Great River Energy anticipates starting construction in 
Spring/Fall 2028 and energizing the Project in 2028 after the receipt of all necessary approvals and 
authorizations. 
 
As shown on the enclosed Fact Sheet, the Project will consist of a new tap line from Great River Energy’s 
existing 115-kV Perham to Rush Lake transmission line to LREC’s existing Otto Substation. By upgrading 
the Otto Substation with a new connection to the 115-kV transmission system, this Project will enable 
LREC to continue to provide reliable service to its customers in the region. The new 115-kV transmission 
line will be constructed and owned by Great River Energy.  
 
The Project will primarily use direct-buried single-pole wood or steel structures. Larger laminate poles 
with guying or steel poles on concrete foundations may be needed for angles. Typical pole heights will 
range from 70 to 90 feet above ground and spans between poles will generally range from 350 to 400 
feet. Final design, which will occur after the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission issues a Route Permit, 
will determine the final span distances, as well as the need for specialty poles (for example, laminate poles 
or steel poles on foundations). Construction will generally occur within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way 
(ROW) easement that Great River Energy will obtain to construct, operate and maintain the transmission 
line. The 100-foot-wide ROW easement will be centered on the transmission line and reach 50 feet on 
either side of the pole line. 
  



mailto:MStrohfus@GREnergy.com





Michael Fairbanks and Jaime Arsenault 
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Great River Energy would appreciate any comments that you may have on the Project. Please contact me 
at 763-445-5210 or MStrohfus@GREnergy.com should you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GREAT RIVER ENERGY 


 
Mark Strohfus 
Project Manager, Transmission Permitting 
 


Encl:  Project Fact Sheet 
 


cc:  Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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