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Via Electronic Filing

Mr. Burl Haar

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7" Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Application of Sage Telecom Communications, LLC
For Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier
For the Purpose of Offering Wireless Lifeline Service

Dear Mr. Haar:

Appended, please find, on behalf of Sage Telecom Communications, LLC, the
Company’s Petition for designation as a wireless Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (Lifeline
Service Only) in Minnesota. Pursuant to Rule 7811.1400(5), a copy of this filing is being served
on the Office of Attorney General -- Residential Utilities Division and notice of the filing is being
served on all Minnesota local service providers as attested in the appended certificate of
service.

Please contact me with any questions. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Paul J. Feldman

Counsel for Sage Telecom Communications, LLC

FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, P.L.C.
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SAGE TELECOM COMMUNICATIONS, LLC
PETITION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER IN MINNESOTA
FOR THE LIMITED PURPOSE OF OFFERING WIRELESS LIFELINE SERVICE

. INTRODUCTION

Sage Telecom Communications, LLC, (“Sage™), by its undersigned attorneys, and
pursuant to Section 214(e)(2) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the “Act”),*
Sections 54.101 through 54.207 of the rules of the Federal Communications Commission
(“FCC”), and Minn. R. 7812.1400, hereby submits this Petition for designation as an eligible
telecommunications carrier (“ETC”) in the state of Minnesota. Sage only seeks limited ETC
designation solely to provide Lifeline service to qualifying customers. The company will not
seek federal universal service support for providing service in high cost areas.

As further demonstrated below, Sage meets all of the statutory and regulatory
requirements for ETC designation in Minnesota for the provision of Lifeline service. Customers

qualifying for the Lifeline discounts offered by Sage will receive the benefits of mobility, as well

147 U.S.C. §214(e)(2).



as the high quality and innovative services provided by the company. Designating Sage as an
ETC will serve the public interest and the needs of low-income customers in the state.
In support of this Petition, the following is respectfully shown:

1. BACKGROUND, COMPANY OVERVIEW, AND INFORMATION
REQUIRED BY MINN. R. 7812.1400 SUBP. 4.

Sage is a Texas limited liability company having its principal place of business at 10400
N. Central Expressway, Suite 700, Dallas, Texas 75231. On February 13, 2013, the company
was registered with the Minnesota Secretary of State as a foreign limited liability company.
Sage provides wireless mobile phone services through resale of the wireless services of Sprint
Spectrum, and it will also be reselling the services of Verizon Wireless. All plans will include
the following custom calling features: caller ID, 3-way calling, call waiting, and voicemail.
Subscribers are not bound by a local calling area requirement, and all Sage plans come with
domestic long distance at no extra per minute charge. The majority of Sage’s products and plans
are specially geared toward lower income communities, and its service models and pricing plans
reflect this business model. For prepaid services, Sage does not require contracts from its
customers, and it ensures competitive low pricing for its services and products. By providing
affordable service, Sage can reach out to those who are often ignored by traditional carriers.

Sage manages and markets all aspects of the customer experience, including setting
service pricing, handset selection, marketing materials, and live customer service. Sage’s
prepaid, budget-friendly pricing has given many low-income consumers the option of having
basic mobile phone service without the burden of hidden costs, varying monthly charges, or
contractual commitments. Customers are able to customize their mobile phone service to suit

their needs with Sage’s pay-as-you-go rechargeable mobile phone plans.



Sage’s customers depend on and benefit greatly from Sage’s inexpensive and flexible
pricing model. Sage does not impose credit checks nor does it require a contract. In addition,
most of Sage’s customers turn to Sage because they cannot afford the services provided by
traditional carriers. Sage affirmatively reaches out to the very low-income sector of the
consumer base to offer attractive and affordable communications options. As such, Sage
contributes to the expansion of wireless services for low-income consumers and intends to seek
ETC designation in states and territories where it already has a strong customer base so that it
may continue to expand the service options for low-income consumers.

As a reseller of Sprint and Verizon Wireless, Sage’s service area will cover the areas of
covered by those two underlying carriers.  Specifically, Sage’s Designated Service Area in
Minnesota is the wireless coverage area or licensed service area of Sprint and Verizon Wireless.
A map of the proposed Service Area is attached hereto as Exhibit 3. Sage will serve any
potential customer in the Designated Service Area to the extent resold wireless services are
available from Sprint and Verizon Wireless.

Sage has been designated as an ETC for wireless services in Kansas, Missouri, Texas,
and Wisconsin, and has pending applications for ETC status in other states for the limited
purpose of providing Lifeline service. Additional information regarding the company’s
qualifications is set forth below.

In accordance with Minn. R. 7812.1400 subp. 4 A through F, Sage provides the following

information:



A The legal name, address and telephone number of the Company and its designated
contact person is:

Rocio Gonzalez

Regulatory Compliance Manager

Sage Telecom Communications, LLC
10440 N. Central Expressway, Suite 700
Dallas, Texas 75231-2228

Tel: (214) 495-4884

B. The name, address and telephone number of the Company’s attorney is:

Tony S. Lee, Esq.

Paul J. Feldman, Esq.

FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, PLC

1300 N. 17th Street, 11th Floor

Arlington, VA 22209

Tel: (703) 812-0442

Fax: (703) 812-0486

Email: lee@fhhlaw.com
feldman@fhhlaw.com

C. The proposed effective date of the designation of eligibility to receive universal
service support is upon grant of this Petition.

D. The signature and title of the Company officer or representative authorizing the
Petition is provided in the attached Verification.

E. A map of the proposed Service Area is attached as Exhibit 3.

F. The Company’s commitment to comply with the service quality requirements
articulated in Minn. R. 7812.0700, insofar as applicable to wireless resale operation, is provided

in Section V.C below.
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1. COMMISSION HAS AUTHORITY TO GRANT ETC DESIGNATION

Section 214(e)(2) of the Act authorizes state regulatory commissions to designate ETC
status for purposes of receiving federal universal service support, and provides that a state
commission shall designate a common carrier as an ETC if the carrier meets the requirements of
Section 214(e)(1). As demonstrated below, Sage fulfills the requirements to be designated as
an ETC in Minnesota.

It is important to note that the FCC has determined that it should grant blanket
forbearance from the “own facilities” requirement of Section 214(e)(1)(A) of the Act to Lifeline-
only applicants that comply with the conditions set forth in the FCC’s Lifeline Reform Order.?
Specifically, carriers seeking forbearance to provide Lifeline-only service must (1) comply with
certain 911 requirements, and (2) file, and the FCC must approve, a compliance plan providing
specific information regarding the carrier's service offerings and outlining the measures the
carrier will take to implement the obligations contained in the Lifeline Reform Order.® Sage’s
wireless service currently complies with the 911 requirements as mandated by the FCC.
Moreover, Sage has filed its Compliance Plan with the FCC, which the agency approved on
December 26, 2012. A copy of Sage’s Compliance Plan, and the FCC’s Public Notice and Order

approving the plan, is attached hereto as Exhibits 1 and 2, respectively.

ZIn re Lifeline and Link Up Reform and Modernization, Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking, 27 FCC Rcd 6656, 6813 { 368 (2012) (“Lifeline Reform Order”).

31d.



IV.  SAGE SATISFIES THE STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS
TO BE DESIGNATED AS A LIFELINE-ONLY ETC.

A. Sage Offers the Services and Functionalities Supported by the Federal Low-
Income Universal Service Program

In its Lifeline Reform Order, the FCC revised Section 54.101 of its rules with respect to
the services that will be supported. That section now reads as follows:

Section 54.101. Supported Services for rural, insular and high cost areas.

(a) Services designated for support. Voice telephony services shall be supported
by federal universal service support mechanisms. Eligible voice telephony
services must provide voice grade access to the public switched network or its
functional equivalent; minutes of use for local service provided at no
additional charge to end users; access to the emergency services provided by
local government or other public safety organizations, such as 911 and
enhanced 911 . . . ; and toll limitation services to qualifying low-income
consumers as described in subpart E of this part.

Sage provides each of the services supported by federal universal service support mechanisms, as
set forth in Section 54.10, et seq., of the FCC’s new rules, and will offer these supported services
in Minnesota upon designation as an ETC, as follows:

Voice Grade Access. Eligible voice telephony services must provide voice grade access
to the public switched network or its functional equivalent. “Voice grade access” permits a
telecommunications user to transmit voice communications, including signaling the network that
the caller wishes to place a call, and to receive voice communications, including receiving a
signal that there is an incoming call. Sage will provide its customers with “voice grade access”
by enabling such customers access to make and receive calls on the Public Switched Telephone
Network (“PSTN”). Sage will provide this service through resale of Verizon Wireless and Sprint
mobile services.

Minutes of Use for Local Service at No Additional Charge. Sage will provide its

Lifeline customers with a certain credit amount each month, depending on the service plan, and



voice services, text messages, and other services used by the customers will be charged against
the credit until it is exhausted . In the case of Sage’s basic Lifeline plan (MobileFlex Economy
plan), customers will be provided with up to 68 minutes of free voice service.

Access to Emergency Services. Sage will provide access to emergency services in
conformance with the FCC’s requirements. All of the phones that Sage will distribute to
subscribers will be capable of delivering automatic numbering information (“ANI’") and
automatic location information (“ALI”), and otherwise satisfy applicable enhanced-911
requirements.

Toll Limitation. Sage will not provide toll limitation service (“TLS”). In the Lifeline
Reform Order, the FCC stated that toll limitation service (“TLS”) would no longer be deemed a
supported service.* ETCs are not required to offer TLS to low-income consumers if the Lifeline
offering provides a set amount of minutes that do not distinguish between toll and non-toll calls.’
Sage’s prepaid wireless Lifeline service offerings will be nationwide calling plans, and will not
distinguish between toll and non-toll calls. Pursuant to the Lifeline Reform Order, subscribers to
such services are not considered to have voluntarily elected to receive TLS.®

Other Services

In addition to required Lifeline services, Sage offers its customers access to operator

services, the ability to make “long distance” telephone calls, and access to directory assistance

4 Lifeline Reform Order at ] 367.
5 Lifeline Reform Order at § 49.
6 Lifeline Reform Order at § 230. Consumers, however, may not use their Lifeline service for

international calls. Moreover, consumers purchasing Sage’s prepaid wireless Lifeline service
offerings will have the ability to monitor their minute usage and balances from their handset,
online, or though customer service.



services by dialing “411” through Sage’s own facilities or through arrangements with Sage’s
underlying carriers.

B. Scope of Sage’s ETC Designation Request

Sage seeks to be designated as an ETC to provide federal Minnesota low-income Lifeline
USF service to qualifying low-income consumers via wireless services in the areas shown in
Exhibit 3. These areas are served by Sage’s underlying carriers. These areas are referred to as
the “Designated Service Area”. Sage commits to offer and provide service throughout the
Designated Service Area. Upon designation as an ETC, Sage will make available Lifeline
service to qualifying consumers requesting service throughout the Designated Service Area
pursuant to the requirements of the universal service program and in accordance with 47 C.F.R.
§ 54.202(a)(1).

C. Sage Will Resell Wireless Service to Provide Wireless Service in the
Designated Service Area [47 C.F.R. §54.201(d)]

Sage will resell the wireless services of Sprint and Verizon Wireless, which hold
commercial mobile wireless service licenses to provide service in the Designated Service Area.
Sage will provide the supported services listed in the FCC’s new Lifeline rules, including voice
grade access to the PSTN access to emergency services provided by local government or other
public safety organizations, such as 911 and enhanced 911, to the extent the local government in
its proposed ETC service area has implemented 911 or enhanced 911 systems.

D. Financial and Technical Qualifications

As part of the Lifeline Reform Order, the FCC amended its rules to require a carrier

seeking designation as a Lifeline-only ETC to demonstrate that it is financially and technically



capable of providing the supported Lifeline service in compliance with all of the low-income
program rules.” Sage satisfies these criteria.

Sage has been in business since 1998, employing approximately 100 people, 95% of
whom are located in Texas. Sage is authorized to provide competitive local and/or
interexchange services in Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Indiana,
Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas,
Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. Sage has been designated as an ETC for wireline
service in Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas and Wisconsin. Sage currently has wireline Lifeline
customers in five states for which it is reimbursed through state and/or federal programs,
depending upon the state. In California, Sage receives support only from the California Public
Utilities Commission’s (CPUC) Low Income Program. Sage also receives support from state
programs in Kansas, Texas and Wisconsin. Less than 20% of Sage’s customers receive a
subsidy from a low income program.

Sage has an excellent record of providing Lifeline service to qualified subscribers, and it
has not been subject to any enforcement action at the FCC, or in any state utility regulatory
commission for violations of universal service regulations. No ETC designations held by Sage
have been rescinded, revoked or terminated by the FCC, nor has any state taken such action with
respect to Sage’s ETC designation or its designation as eligible for support from a state universal

service fund.

" See Lifeline Reform Order at ] 387.



E. Sage’s Lifeline Service Offerings

Sage Telecom seeks to offer a variety of pre and post-paid wireless Lifeline services to
eligible customers in Minnesota. Sage Telecom’s wireless basic Lifeline plan offers low income
customers an initial no-cost entry plan that provides a credit equal to the amount of the federal
Lifeline credit. Voice services, text messages, and other services used by the customers will be
charged against the Lifeline credit until it is exhausted. Customers can add additional pre-paid
amounts to their accounts at any time. The basic wireless prepaid Lifeline plan provides
customers with up to 310 voice minutes per month. Qualified customers will also have the
option of choosing enhanced Lifeline plans. Customers electing service under the enhanced
Lifeline plans can purchase a more full-featured phone, which will require an upgraded service
plan. No activation fee will apply to the prepaid Lifeline plans. There is a $30.00 activation fee
for post-paid Lifeline plans. The federal Lifeline credit will be applied towards the monthly
service plan, and the customer will be responsible for the remainder of the monthly recurring
charge.

A summary of the main components of Sage’s planned pre and post-paid Lifeline plans

are as follows?:

® For pre-paid plans, the Lifeline credit plus the monthly plan cost will be credited to the customer. Voice
services, text messages, and other services used by the customer will be charged against the credit until it
is exhausted.
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Monthly Lifeline Price of Pre-Paid Plans®:

Plan Type Plan Cost | Voice Min. (up to) | No. of Texts | Incl. Data
Mobile Flex Basic $5.75 310 0 0
MobileFlex Plus $15.75 650 0 0
MobileFlex Value $30.75 Unlimited Unlimited 100 MB
MobileFlex Elite $55.75 Unlimited Unlimited 1024 MB

Monthly Lifeline Price of Post-Paid Plans:

Plan Type Plan Cost | Voice Min. (up to) | No. of Texts | Incl. Data
MobileTalk Plus $15.75 500 500 0
MobileTalk Unlimited | $30.75 Unlimited Unlimited 0

V. SAGE SATISFIES THE STATUTORY AND REGULATORY PREREQUISITES
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ETC

Sage satisfies each of the statutory prerequisites set forth in the Act, and the regulatory
prerequisites contained in the FCC’s Rules:

A Sage is a Common Carrier

Sage is providing interstate and foreign communications by radio and qualifies as a
Commercial Mobile Radio Service (“CMRS”) provider. Sage offers its mobile services on a
common carrier basis. Further, section 332(c)(1)(A) of the Act states that CMRS providers will

be regulated as common carriers. Therefore, Sage is a common carrier.

® Within 30 days of the Commission’s order conditionally approving Sage’s Petition, Sage will file with
the Commission an informational tariff and/or a customer service agreement, revised as necessary to meet
Minnesota requirements. This tariff or agreement will include a detailed description of the Company’s
Lifeline offering, any additional services which may be added to it, and the areas in Minnesota in which it
is offered. The tariff or agreement will include the customer protection and service quality standards to
which Sage commits. Sage will notify the Commission, in writing, immediately upon any change to its
Lifeline offering terms, conditions or rates, or if it seeks to withdraw its Lifeline offering or any portion
thereof.

11



B. Sage Will Provide the Supported Services Through Resale

Sage operates as a reseller for the supported services, purchasing them on a wholesale
basis from Sprint Spectrum which is a national wireless service provider. Sage will also be a
reseller of wholesale services provided by Verizon Wireless.

C. Functionalities

In addition to those requirements set forth in 8§ 54.201 of the FCC’s rules, Sage will
satisfy the FCC’s additional ETC requirements, as applicable. In particular:

1. Satisfaction of Applicable Consumer Protection and Service Quality
Standards [47 C.F.R. §854.202(a)(3)].

Sage will comply with all applicable consumer protection and service quality standards.
Sage’s wireless Lifeline customers will receive the same quality service and the benefit of the
same consumer protections as Sage’s regular wireless customers. Sage will comply with the
CTIA’s Consumer Code for Wireless Service, which, pursuant to the FCC’s rules, satisfies the
requirement to demonstrate that the company will satisfy applicable consumer protection and
service quality standards. A copy of the Code is attached as Exhibit 6. In addition, Sage intends
to fully comply with the consumer protection and service quality standards articulated in Minn.
R. 7812.0700 and 7810.0100 though 7810.6100 to the extent that they are applicable to wireless
providers.

2. Ability to Remain Functional in Emergency Situations [Section
54.202(a)(2)].

Sage has significant experience with emergency preparedness. Sage has detailed
Emergency Action and Disaster Recovery Plans in place to respond to emergencies.
Furthermore, Sage’s agreements with Sprint Spectrum and Verizon Wireless provide for the
continuation of services during emergencies and sets forth obligations for the service to remain
functioning during disasters and similar emergency situations. Moreover, as nationwide carriers

12



and providers of wireless service, Sprint Spectrum and Verizon are also subject to emergency
preparedness and functionality requirements established by the FCC.*

3. Lifeline Certification and Verification [47 C.F.R. 8§ 54.410].

Sage is well aware of the requirements in Sections 54.410 and 54.416 of the FCC’s Rules
for ETCs to comply with the requirements of initial certification of eligibility and the
verification of continued eligibility for participation in the Lifeline program. See Exhibit 1
hereto (Sage’s FCC Compliance Plan) at pages 8-13. See also, pages 18-23 below. After ETC
designation is granted, Sage will comply with these requirements, along with the FCC’s annual
certification and reporting requirements, and those for preventing waste, fraud and abuse.

D. Sage Will Advertise the Availability of and Charges for Its Universal Service
Qualifying Offerings [47 C.F.R. 8§ 54.201(d)(2)]

Sage will advertise the availability of the supported services, and the corresponding rates
and charges, in a manner reasonably designed to reach Lifeline-eligible consumers and the
general public within Minnesota. Advertising will occur through a combination of media
channels, such as print advertisements, direct marketing, and the Internet. Specifically, Sage’s
marketing materials will state, in easily understood language, that: (i) the service is a Lifeline
service; (ii) Lifeline is a government assistance program; (iii) the service may not be transferred
to someone else; (iv) consumers must meet certain eligibility requirements before enrolling in
the Lifeline program; (v) the Lifeline program permits only one Lifeline discount per household;
(vi) documentation is necessary for enrollment; and (vii) Sage is the provider of the services.

Moreover, Sage’s Lifeline application/certification form will state that Lifeline is a federal

10 See e.g., Sprint Nextel Verified Filing in Compliance with 47 C.F.R. § 54.209, CC Docket No. 96-45,
at 6 (filed Oct. 1, 2010).

13



benefit and that consumers who willfully make a false statement in order to obtain the Lifeline
benefit can be punished by fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program.
An example of the marketing material used in other states is provided in Exhibit 4 to this
Application. Similar materials will be used in Minnesota after ETC designation is granted.
E. Sage Commits that it Will Provide Service Throughout its Proposed

Designated Service Area to all Customers Making a Reasonable Request for
Service

In order to be designated as an ETC, a common carrier in its application must “[clommit
to provide service in its designated service area to all customers making a reasonable request for
service and to do so on a timely basis.”** Sprint and Verizon Wireless currently provide service
in all of areas that make up the Designated Service Area. As a result, Sage will be able to
commence offering Lifeline to all qualified consumers shortly after it receives approval of its
Petition. Sage commits that it will provide service to any customer requesting Lifeline service
throughout the Designated Service Area.

F. Sage Will Comply With Commission and FCC Requirements

on Fees, Charges and Reports.

Sage will comply with all applicable Commission and FCC requirements on fees,
charges, and reports. The Company will not collect service deposits for its plans and will not
charge a number-portability fee for Lifeline accounts.** Sage will comply with applicable 911
and Telecommunications Access Minnesota Fund collection and remittance obligations stated in
Minn. Stat. 8§ 403.11 and 237.52. Sage will also comply with the FCC’s annual reporting

requirements for ETCs as set forth in Section 54.422 of the FCC’s Rules. If Sage determines

11 See 47 C.F.R. §8 54.202(a)(L) and 54.202(a)(1)(A).
2Gee 47 C.F.R. §854.401(c) and (e).
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that it cannot reasonably serve a customer, it will report the unfulfilled request to the Department
of Commerce and the Commission within 30 days after making such a determination.

G. Sage Will Comply with Commission and FCC Requirements on
Relinquishment of ETC Designation.

If at some time in the future, Sage seeks to relinquish its ETC designation, it will comply
with the requirements of Minn. R. 7812.1400 and Section 54.205 of the FCC’s rules.
VI. SAGE SATISFIES THE REQUIREMENTS OF CONDITIONAL

FORBEARANCE FROM THE REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE SERVICE USING
ITS OWN FACILITIES.

Both the Act and the FCC’s rules require a carrier seeking ETC designation to offer the
supported services using its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of
another carrier’s services. In the Lifeline Reform Order, however, the Commission decided to
conditionally forbear from application of the Act’s facilities requirement to all
telecommunications carriers that seek limited ETC designation to participate in the Lifeline
program. Specifically, the Commission determined that conditional forbearance from the
facilities requirement would apply if the carrier: (1) complied with certain 911 requirements and
(2) filed and received approval of a compliance plan providing specific information regarding the
carrier’s service offerings and outlining the measures the carrier will take to implement the
obligations contained in the Lifeline Reform Order as well as further safeguards against waste,
fraud and abuse as the FCC may deem necessary.

A Compliance with 911 Requirements

Sage provides its wireless subscribers with 911/E911 access at the time their service is
initiated, regardless of activation status and availability of minutes and provides its subscribers
with E911-compliant handsets. It is the company’s practice to provide access to 911/E911 to the

extent these services are available from its underlying carriers. Sage also enables 911 emergency
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calling from all properly activated handsets regardless of whether the account associated with the
handset is active, suspended to terminated. Sage will transmit all 911 calls initiated from any of
its handsets even if the associated has no remaining minutes.

In addition, all phones provided by Sage are 911/E911 compliant. In the event that a
customer does not have an E911-complaint handset, Sage will replace it with a compliant
handset at no charge. All new customers who qualify Lifeline services with Sage will receive a
911/E911-compliant handset free of charge. Sage certifies that it meets the requirements for
conditional forbearance as demonstrated in its approved Compliance Plan, which is attached as
Exhibit 1.7

B. Additional Steps to Prevent Waste, Fraud, and Abuse

Sage fully understands and shares the FCC’s commitment to minimize waste, fraud and
abuse with respect to the Lifeline program. Sage derives less than a quarter of its revenue from
Low Income service, and does offer a wireline low income service in a number of states. As
discussed below, Sage has refined its business practices and implemented policies consistent
with the goal of minimizing waste, fraud and abuse.

Prevention of Duplicates in Sage’s Subscriber Base. At the time of initial sign up of a

new subscriber, the subscriber’s service address is validated for accuracy against the United
States Postal Service (“USPS”) database and saved in the USPS-approved format, which permits
the Sage subscriber database to more accurately prevent duplicates by disallowing variations of

the same address from appearing multiple times in the database. Once the address is validated

3 Sage’s Compliance Plan was originally filed under Sage Telecom, Inc. As explained in the letter
attached in Exhibit 1, which was filed with the FCC, Sage Telecom, Inc., underwent an internal pro forma
reorganization, and it now provides services under Sage Telecom Communications, LLC. Confirmation
that the company’s Compliance Plan is approved under Sage Telecom Communications, LLC, can be
found on the FCC’s website at http://www.fcc.gov/encyclopedia/lifeline-compliance-plans-etc-petitions.
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for accuracy and format, Sage can check it in available databases for all Lifeline customer
addresses for the entire state. In addition, while it is anticipated that Sage and its affiliate,
Telscape, will operate in different states, to the extent that they have Lifeline customers in the
same state, customers can be checked against each company’s records to further avoid
duplication.

Activation and Non-Usage Policy. Sage will not consider a wireless subscriber activated

until the customer has chosen a service plan, and activates service by paying the activation fee, if
applicable, and then applies for and is approved for a Lifeline service plan. Adhering to this
“prequalification guideline” prevents waste, fraud and abuse by requiring customers to first sign
up for service at regular rates, and then only provide discounted service once the customer’s
eligibility has been confirmed. Accordingly, Sage will not seek reimbursement for any wireless
subscriber until the subscriber activates service and is confirmed as being qualified for Lifeline
service.

Customers who wish to be confirmed as an eligible Lifeline subscriber prior to
commencing service can place a non-Lifeline order and have the order held pending verification
of eligibility as described above. Customers do not receive their handsets and services until they
have an order processed, Lifeline eligibility is confirmed, and the activation fee, if applicable, is
paid. After the order is processed, Sage personnel activate, configure, and test the handsets
before they are sent to the consumer. Thus, there is no possibility of Sage receiving
reimbursement for a customer that does not have an active handset.

As required by the Lifeline Reform Order, Sage has implemented a non-usage policy
under which it will de-enroll Lifeline customers that have not used Sage’s Lifeline service for 60

consecutive days. When consumers sign up for Sage’s service, Sage will inform them about the
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usage requirement. If a Sage Lifeline customer’s account does not reflect any usage during any
consecutive 60-day period, Sage will deactivate the customer’s Lifeline service. Accounts will
be deemed active if the Lifeline subscriber: (a) completes an outbound call; (b) purchases
minutes or an additional month of service to add to the subscriber’s prepaid Lifeline service plan;
(c) answers an incoming call from a party other than Sage, its agent, or representative; or (d)
responds to a direct contact from Sage and confirms that he or she wants to continue receiving
the Lifeline service.

For Lifeline subscribers failing to use their Lifeline service for a 60-day consecutive
period as described above, Sage will provide a clear, easily understood notice that the
subscriber’s failure to use the Lifeline service within the 30-day notice period will result in
service termination for non-usage. Sage will not terminate service to Lifeline subscribers that
use their Lifeline service within 30 days of Sage providing that notice.

Cooperation with Federal and State Regulators and Lifeline Administrators. Sage will

cooperate with the state regulators and Lifeline administrators to prevent waste, fraud and abuse.
Sage will, for example:

e Asapplicable, participate in industry working groups conducted by or in
coordination with state commissions and Lifeline administrators;

e Respond to requests from the Commission, USAC or state commissions
concerning consumers’ eligibility to be enrolled in Lifeline service, among
other matters;

e Upon having a reasonable basis and/or upon any notification from federal or
state commissions and/or Lifeline administrators, timely investigate issues
concerning a Sage Lifeline customer receiving service from another carrier or
customers receiving more than one Lifeline subsidy per household;

e As applicable and when available, access the National Lifeline Accountability
Database to determine if an applicant is currently receiving Lifeline service
from another carrier or if another person residing at the applicant’s residential
address is receiving Lifeline service; and
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e Comply with federal and state audit requirements.

C. Compliance with Subscriber Eligibility and Re-Certification Procedures as
required by the Lifeline Reform Order

Under the Lifeline Reform Order, ETCs must comply with the eligibility rules for
Lifeline services, including initial eligibility, certification, and annual re-certification procedures.
In addition to the FCC’s rules, Sage must also comply with all certification and verification
requirements for Lifeline eligibility established by states where Sage is designated as an ETC.
Sage will comply with the Commission’s certification and verification requirements and will
follow the procedures outlined below until such time as the FCC implements its planned
National Lifeline Accountability Database.

Procedures for Initial Eligibility Determination and Certification of Lifeline Subscribers.

With respect to determining eligibility certification procedures, the FCC’s rules provide
that an ETC must determine a Lifeline applicant’s eligibility and provide and receive
certification forms with proper documentation from Lifeline subscribers, except where there is a
state Lifeline administrator or a state agency responsible for eligibility verification. Sage will
comply with the program rules established in Minnesota to verify customer Lifeline eligibility.

Sage will require its Lifeline subscriber to annually re-certify their eligibility as set forth in
Sections 54.410()(2), (f)(5) and 54.405(e)(4) of the FCC’s rules. Sage may complete the re-
certification process on a rolling basis throughout the year. If Sage cannot determine on-going
eligibility by accessing a qualifying database, Sage will re-certify the continued eligibility of its
subscribers by contacting them in person, in writing (by mail), by phone, by text message, by
email or otherwise through the Internet. Alternatively, Sage may elect to have the USAC

administer the annual self-certification process.
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Based on Sage’s history of providing Lifeline and non-Lifeline customers with wireline
products, Sage’s primary source of signing up Lifeline customers will be via telephone, although
some customers may be signed up in person at temporary locations staffed by Sage employees,
or by agents working on behalf of Sage. Visitors to Sage’s website will be given information
about the program but are required to contact Sage directly via telephone to complete the sign-up
process. These callers speak to Sage employees who are specially trained on the Lifeline
programs. Sage’s customer services representatives will review income- and program-based
requirements with applicants via telephone contact. During the initial sign up for service, Sage
will (a) require the applicant to confirm that he or she is not already receiving a Lifeline service
and that no one else in the applicant’s household is subscribed to a Lifeline service in order to
avoid providing duplicate services; and (b) inform the applicant of both the income and program-
based eligibility requirements to determine initial eligibility and any state-specific requirements.

Customers are offered the choice to either sign up for service as a non-Lifeline customer
pending confirmation of eligibility, or to have their application for service held pending
confirmation of eligibility. In the event the customer chooses to proceed, they are processed as a
new non-Lifeline customer and the verification process continues as described below. The
customer would only be given the Lifeline discount when they have satisfied Sage’s verification
process. If the customer is deemed ineligible, they will receive no Lifeline credit. Where the
customer chooses to wait for confirmation of eligibility before starting service, the employee will
take down the relevant information from the consumer, including payment information, but the
order will be held pending verification of eligibility. The order will only be processed if the

customer is determined to be eligible for Lifeline support.
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Sage will require all applicants to demonstrate either: (1) the applicant’s household
income is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines based on the income-eligibility
criteria set forth in Section 54.409(a)(1) or (a)(3) or (2) the applicant participates in Medicaid,
Food Stamps, Supplemental Security Income, Federal Public Housing Assistance, Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance Program, National School Lunch Program or Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families. As required to prevent suspected duplications, Sage will also require the
customer to complete the Lifeline Household Worksheet issued by USAC to ensure that
duplicate support is not provided to any household. Sage will inform the applicant that any
information provided will be submitted to USAC as necessary under the Commission’s rules to
verify the household is not receiving duplicate Lifeline support.

After confirming initial eligibility either in person or over the phone, Sage will provide
the individual with an application via mail requiring him or her to provide certain information
and certify that they meet either the income-based eligibility requirements or the program-based
requirements, make certain certifications and submit documentation. Specifically, Sage’s
Lifeline application form will collect the following information from the potential Lifeline
customers: (i) the subscriber’s billing address, if different; (v) the subscriber’s date of birth; (vi)
the last four digits of the subscriber’s Social Security number (or Tribal identification number if
the subscriber is a member of a Tribal nation and does not have a Social Security number); (vii)
if the subscriber is seeking to qualify for Lifeline under the program-based criteria, the name of
the qualifying assistance program from which the subscriber, or his or her dependents, or his or
her household receive benefits; and (viii) if the subscriber is seeking to qualify for Lifeline under

the income-based criterion, the number of individuals in his or her household.

21



In addition, as part of the Lifeline application, Sage will require all Lifeline applicants to
certify, under penalty of perjury, that:

e The applicant meets the income-based or program-based eligibility criteria for
receiving Lifeline either because the household receives benefits from a state or
federal assistance program ( and list the name of the program) or has income at or
below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines;

e The applicant has provided documentation to Sage that correctly and accurately
confirms the subscriber’s household income or participation in the above-listed
program(s);

e The applicant will notify its carrier within thirty (30) days if, for any reason, he or she
no longer satisfies the criteria for receiving Lifeline including, as relevant, if the
applicant no longer meets the income-based or program-based criteria for receiving
Lifeline support, the applicant is receiving more than one Lifeline benefit, or another
member of the subscriber’s household is receiving a Lifeline benefit. The applicant
will also certify that they understand this requirement and may be subject to penalties
if they fail to notify Sage;

e |f the applicant moves to a new address, he or she will provide that new address to the
eligible telecommunications carrier within thirty (30) days;

e If the applicant provided a temporary residential address to the eligible
telecommunications carrier, he or she will be required to verify his or her temporary
residential address every ninety (90) days;

e The applicant acknowledges that the subscriber will be required to re-certify his or
her continued eligibility for Lifeline at any time, and the applicant’s failure to re-
certify as to his or her continued eligibility will result in de-enrollment and the
termination of the applicant’s Lifeline benefits;

e The applicant’s household will receive only one Lifeline service and, to the best of
his or her knowledge, the subscriber’s household is not already receiving a Lifeline
service;

e The information contained in the applicant’s certification form is true and correct to
the best of his or her knowledge, that providing false or fraudulent documentation or
information in order to receive assistance if punishable by fines, imprisonment, de-
enrollment or being barred from the program;

e That a violation of the one-per household rule constitutes a violation of FCC rules and
will result in their de-enrollment from the Lifeline program

e The applicant understands that Lifeline is a non-transferable benefit and the service
may not be transfers to anyone else; and
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e The applicant understands their information, including name, telephone number and
address, will be given to the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC)
and/or its agents for the purpose of verifying the applicant and the applicant’s
household do not receive more than one Lifeline benefit and consenting to inclusion
of that information into a Lifeline database.

A sample Sage Lifeline Certification Application is attached here to Exhibit 5.

This application is mailed by Sage to the customer for completion and is return to Sage
for review and certification. All applications are reviewed by Sage employees. Should Sage
engage sales agents to assist in signing up customers, those applications will also be reviewed by
Sage employees to ensure the applicant’s eligibility. This review includes a review to determine
eligibility as well as a duplicate review process described below. Sage will make itself available
as a direct point of contact with all Lifeline applicants. In addition, all Sage employees who
have contact with potential Lifeline customers will be fully trained on the state and Commission
Lifeline eligibility rules.

If Sage cannot determine a prospective subscriber’s eligibility through a review of an
appropriate federal or state database, Sage personnel will require the submission of appropriate
documentation required to establish income-based and program-based eligibility and will review
each subscriber’s documentation for compliance with the eligibility criteria. If documentation is
not sufficient or if the application is incomplete, then Sage will deny the application and inform
the applicant of the reason for such rejection. For applicants submitting proof of income-
eligibility or program-based eligibility, Sage will not retain copies of such documentation but
will maintain accurate records detailing how the customer demonstrated his or her eligibility. In
addition, if the subscriber provides Sage with a temporary address, it will verify with the
subscriber every 90 days that this address remains valid. If the subscriber fails to respond to

Sage within 30 days, the subscriber will be de-enrolled from the Lifeline program.
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Procedures for Annual Re-Certification. Similar to the initial certification process, an

ETC must annually certify all subscribers, unless there is a Lifeline administrator that is
responsible for re-certification. As part of the re-certification process, Sage will inform its
Lifeline subscribers that they must confirm eligibility to retain Lifeline benefits, when Lifeline
benefits will be terminated if confirmation of eligibility is not provided and how to contact Sage
for more information or assistance. If a Lifeline subscriber does not respond to the notice within
30 days, Sage will send a notice of impending termination. Subscribers who do not respond to
the impending termination notice will be de-enrolled from the Lifeline program within five
business days.

VIl. THE PUBLIC INTEREST WILL BENEFIT FROM GRANTING ETC STATUS
TO SAGE

The FCC’s rules require that, before granting a request for ETC designation, the
Commission must find that grant of the designation would be in the public interest. In
determining if the public interest showing has been met. The FCC has stated that it considers the
“benefits of increased consumer choice and the unique advantages and disadvantages of the
applicant’s service offering.”** In addition, the principal goal of the Lifeline program is to make
affordable telecommunications services available to low-income consumers.*

Similar to the FCC’s findings justifying grant of ETC designation to other petitioners,
designation of Sage as an ETC for Lifeline purposes will further the FCC’s goals for the Lifeline
program. Specifically, the company will offer prepaid wireless services to low-income

consumers thereby increasing consumer choice and expanding the number of affordable

1 See, e.g., Virgin Mobile ETC Designation Order in the States of Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, New
Hampshire and the District of Columbia, Order, 25 FCC Rcd 17797, 17799, 1 6 (2010).

 In re Telecomms. Carriers Eligible for Universal Serv. Support et al., 27 FCC Rcd 9495, 9496, 1 3
(2012).
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telecommunications services available to low-income consumers. Further, grant of the
application will provide consumers with access to high quality service and the benefits of a
mobile service. The mobility of the service will be particularly attractive to Lifeline-eligible
consumers who may frequently change residences or work in migratory jobs. Wireless service
therefore offers a stable contact method where traditional landline service would be unavailable
or not a viable option.

Sage’s wireless service (which includes Lifeline) is an especially attractive option for
low-income consumers because it alleviates customer concerns regarding hidden costs, varying
monthly charges and long term contract issues. Many consumers are faced with making difficult
choices about how to allocate and spend their limited resources. The ability to meet their
communications needs while at the same time anticipating and controlling the associated costs is
critical. Sage’s wireless service offerings and rechargeable mobile phone plans enable customers
to tailor their wireless services to their needs and budgets, and the prepaid nature of the select
service plans also provides an alternative for “unbanked” consumers. In addition, if Lifeline
customers consume all of their minutes, they can reload with any Sage prepaid refill. Further,
Sage does not impose credit checks for Lifeline and prepaid services thereby providing an
alternative for those low income consumers unable to obtain credit for post-paid services
provided by Sage was well as traditional carriers.

Sage’s mobile calling service packages provide low income consumers with a generous
number of included, anytime minutes and services are an invaluable resource for cash-strapped
consumers who may be seeking employment and need a means to contact potential employers.
The packages are also useful for those consumers that need the ability to stay in touch with

children or other family members while also providing the ability to contact 911 emergency
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services when needed. Sage’s services will provide consumers with a valuable alternative for
obtaining telephone service and this competition in turn could spur other service providers to
improve their service options.
VIIl. CONCLUSION
Wherefore, for the foregoing reasons, Sage submits that grant of the instant Petition for

Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier as described herein is in the public
interest. Accordingly, Sage respectfully requests approval of this application so that Sage can
provide essential Lifeline wireless service to eligible low-income customers in the state.

Respectfully submitted,

[s/ Paul J. Feldman

Tony S. Lee, Esq.

Paul J. Feldman, Esq.

FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, PLC

1300 N. 17th Street, 11th Floor

Arlington, VA 22209

Tel: (703) 812-0400; Fax: (703) 812-0486

Email: lee@fhhlaw.com
feldman@fhhlaw.com

Counsel for Sage Telecom Communications, LLC

December 30, 2013
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Sage’s FCC Compliance Plan



Beijing
Boston
Frankfurt
Hartford
Hong Kong
London

Los Angeles
New York
Orange County
San Francisco
Santa Monica
Silicon Valley
Tokyo

Bingham McCutchen LLP
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Douglas D. Orvis Il
douglas.orvis@bingham.com

May 30, 2013
Via Electronic Filing

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Room TW-A325
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Compliance Plan of Sage Telecom, Inc., WC Docket Nos. 09-197 and 11-42

ATTENTION: Chief, Telecommunications Access Policy Division, Wireline
Competition Bureau

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Sage Telecom, Inc. (“Sage”), through its attorneys, hereby notifies the Wireline
Competition Bureau of several internal corporate changes that will affect the provision of
Lifeline Service under Sage’s Compliance Plan approved December 26, 2012. As part of
this change, in the near future, Lifeline services will not be offered by Sage, but by a
newly-created affiliated corporation called Sage Telecom Communications, LLC (“Sage,
LLC”). Sage respectfully requests the Commission update its records regarding Sage’s
Compliance Plan and Lifeline services to reflect that such services are now provided by
Sage, LLC.

Sage is a competitive local exchange carrier in 26 states and has been designated as an
eligible telecommunications carriers (“ETC”) in several states. In 2012, pursuant to the
rules and procedures adopted in the Lifeline Reform Order," Sage submitted a
Compliance Plan to obtain a limited ETC designation to provide wireless Lifeline
services. Sage’s Compliance Plan was approved on December 26, 2012,? and Sage has
initiated its Lifeline services for qualified low income consumers in certain service areas.

During the first quarter of 2013, Sage filed the necessary applications with the applicable
state public utility commissions to obtain approval for a change in corporate structure.®

! In the Matter of Lifeline and Link Up Reform and Modernization, Report and Order and

Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 12-11 (2012) (“Lifeline Reform Order”).
2 Wireline Competition Bureau Approves the Compliance Plans of Airvoice Wireless, et
al., Public Notice, DA 12-2063 (rel. Dec. 26, 2013).

3 Commission rules require post-closing notification, which will be filed by Sage
in the near future within the required time after the transaction closes.
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Bingham McCutchen LLP
bingham.com

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
May 30, 2013
Page 2

As further detailed in the attached corporate structure chart, the transaction will result in
the services provided by Sage, including Lifeline services being provided by Sage, LLC.
Certificates to provide telecommunications services are being moved from Sage to Sage,
LLC by state commissions. Even though the technical entity has changed, the ultimate
parent company remains the same, and the same management and executives remain in
charge of policies and procedures. All other information about the company’s services
and policies as set forth in the Compliance Plan remain accurate. Sage, LLC will offer
Lifeline services in accordance with the commitments originally made by Sage in the
Compliance Plan.

The transaction will be completely transparent to consumers who will continue to receive
the same services, including Lifeline services, under the same terms and conditions as
they do now under the “Sage” trade name.

As such, in order to avoid consumer confusion and interruption to Lifeline services
provided to low income consumers, Sage respectfully requests that the Bureau revise its
records to reflect the Compliance Plan of Sage under the new entity. ldeally, to avoid
confusion, the record would list “Sage Telecom Communications, LLC formerly Sage
Telecom, Inc.” as the entity with an approved Compliance Plan.

Please contact the undersigned with any gquestions about this matter.
Respectfully Submitted,

Is/

Douglas D. Orvis Il
Kimberly A. Lacey

cc: Kim Scardino (via email)
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554
)
In the Matter of )
)
Federal-State Joint Board on ) WC Docket No. 09-197
Universal Service ) ‘
)
Lifeline and Link Up Reform Modernization) WC Docket No. 11-42
)
)

REVISED COMPLIANCE PLAN OF SAGE TELECOM, INC.

Sage Telecom, Inc. (“Sage™), by its attorneys, respectfully submits this Compliance Plan
(“Plan”) for the purposes of seeking federal Lifeline support for wireless service under the
Universal Service Fund’s Low Income Program.

In the Lifeline Reform Order,' the Commission adopted rules and procedures through
which it instituted “blanket forbearance” from the applications of the facilities requirement to all
telecommunications carriers seeking a limited ETC designation to provide wireless Lifeline
services. In order to qualify for this blanket forbearance, the Commission requires carriers to
comply with certain 911 requirements and file and receive approval of a compliance plan
providing specific information about its service offerings and procedures to safeguard against
waste, fraud and abuse.

Therefore, Sage respectfully submits this Plan in accordance with the Lifeline Reform

Order and instructions set forth in the Wireline Competition Bureau Public Notice issued on

! In the Matter of Lifeline and Link Up Reform and Modernization Lifeline and Link Up, Federal-State Joint
Board on Universal Service, Advancing Broadband Availability Through Digital Literacy Training, WC Docket No.
11-42, WC Docket No. 03-109, CC Docket No. 96-45, WC Docket No. 12-23, Report and Order and Further Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 11-12, q 172 (rel. Feb. 6, 2012) (“Lifeline Reform Order”).
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February 29, 2012.% Sage seeks approval of this compliance plan only for the provision of
Lifeline support to provide wireless services nationwide, as the company offers wireline service
as a facilities-based carrier under the approval of state commissions. This Plan sets forth Sage’s
service offerings and the procedures and measures it will use to safeguard against waste, fraud
and abuse. In support of this request, Sage provides the following information:

(1)  Information about the carrier and the Lifeline plans it intends to offer:

(a) names and identifiers used by the carrier, its holding company, operating
company and all affiliates;

Sage is a Texas corporation with offices located at 10440 N Central Expressway, Suite
700, Dallas, TX 75231.> The company began operations as a competitive local exchange carrier
(“CLEC”) providing traditional wireline service in 1998. Sage is authorized as a CLEC in 25
additional states and as an interexchange carrier in Colorado,* and provides service in Arkansas,
California, Connecticut, Illinois, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas and
Wisconsin. Sage was authorized as an ETC in Texas in 2002, and Sage also a provider of high
speed Internet services. Sage has also been designated as an ETC in a number of other states for
the provisions of wireline service Lifeline service and currently has wireline Lifeline customers
in five states for which it is reimbursed through state and/or federal programs, depending upon
the state and the customer. Specifically, in California, Sage receives support only from the
CPUC’s Low Income Programs. Sage also receives support from state programs in Kansas,

Texas and Wisconsin. Less than 20% of Sage’s customers receive a subsidy from a low income

2 Public Notice, Wireline Competition Bureau Provides Guidance for the Submission of

Compliance Plans Pursuant to the Lifeline Reform Order, DA 12-314, (Rel. Feb. 29. 2012).

3
4

Due to a planned move of corporate offices, this address is effective after October 26, 2012.

Technically, the services provided by Sage in Texas are under the corporate entity Sage Telecom of Texas,
LP, and services in all other states are provided by Sage Telecom, Inc. However, services are all offered to
consumers under the trade name “Sage Telecom, Inc.” 5
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program. The company is planning to launch wireless service on a non-Lifeline basis, primarily
in Texas, through an MVNO arrangement with Sprint. As the company would like to expand
this offering to Lifeline customers, Sage seeks approval of a compliance plan to offer Lifeline
service using this resold service.

Sage is wholly-owned by TSC Acquisition Corporation (“TSC”). TSC also owns
Telscape Communications, Inc., A CLEC based in California that primarily serves customers in
that state on both a wireline and wireless basis. Sage, through its common ownership with
Telscape, has collective access to a broader market and combined subscriber growth. Sage is
also affiliated with TruConnect Mobile, LLC (“TruConnect”), through partial common
ownership. TruConnect is 40% owned by TSC, Sage’s parent company as described above.
TruConnect provides mobile broadband data services and does not provide any services
supported by the low income program.

(b)  detailed information demonstrating the carrier is financially and technically
capable of providing the supported Lifeline services in compliance with the Commission’s
rules;

As a long-time provider of wireline services, particularly in Texas, Sage has a proven
record of technical and financial qualifications. The company provides facilities-based wireline
service in numerous states and has sophisticated back-office, operational and support systems,
which allows it to operate at lower costs and pass those savings on to its subscribers. As a carrier
who has provided service for nearly 14 years, Sage possesses the financial viability, as well as
the expertise to continue to provide affordable and quality service to customers and has the
proven experience to maintain its compliance with all applicable federal and state regulatory
guidelines. Sage derives the majority of its revenue from the telecommunications services it

provides to its customers. Sage does not and will not rely exclusively on the Universal Service

3-
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Fund (“USF”) disbursements to operate, but rather relies on revenues it receives from providing
non-Lifeline wireline (and soon wireless) service, the payment for service by Lifeline
customers,” as well as high-speed Internet services. In addition, Sage has not been subject to any
type of enforcement action or ETC revocation proceeding by the FCC or any state utility
regulatory commission.

Sage is working with Sprint Spectrum to resell Sprint’s wireless services to non-Lifeline
customers in Texas and elsewhere. As a Lifeline service provider, Sage would continue to work
with Sprint, who provides the necessary network infrastructure and wireless facilities necessary
for the operation of Sage’s services as a Mobile Virtual Network Operator (“MVNO™). As the
Commission is aware, Sprint is a large, nationwide carrier who provides similar service to other
wireless Lifeline providers operating as MVNOs. Sage’s agreement and partnership with Sprint
further demonstrates its financial and technical capability to provide these services.

) detailed information, including geographic locations, of the carrier’s current
service offerings if the carrier currently offers service;

As detailed in response to Question 1(a) above, Sage currently provides local and
interstate wireline and is planning to provide wireless services in numerous states, with a
particular emphasis on Texas.

(d)  the terms and conditions of each Lifeline service plan offering, including
rates, the number of minutes provided and additional charges, if any, for toll calls;

At this time, Sage plans to offer the following wireless Lifeline plans and services,
subject to state specific requirements or requests from state PUCs. These plans are offered to
both Lifeline and non-Lifeline subscribers, with a discount applied to the Lifeline customer.

Services will be offered on a prepaid basis, and potentially also on a postpaid basis. All services

5 All of Sage’s Lifeline wireline customers currentllty pay a monthly fee for the discounted service.
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will normally have an activation fee and will likely require a monthly payment from the
customer. The prices listed below show the basic, non-Lifeline price and the price to the
consumer with the $9.25 Lifeline credit applied. All plans will likely require a monthly payment
by the customer. Sage commits to providing a minimum of 250 minutes per month for the $9.25
subsidy.

Sage is still determining the exact plans it will offer (reiterating the condition that plans

will provide a minimum of 250 minutes for the $9.25 subsidy), but a sample plan would be as

follows:

ValuMobile Plus Price: $24.25 per month/Lifeline Price: $15.00
Features Cost
500 minutes Voice/Text Included
Call Waiting Included
3 Way Calling Included
Caller ID Included
VoiceMail Included
911 Free

611 (Customer Service) Free
Directory Assistance $1.50

Activation Fee: $25.00

Additional Minutes: For all service plans the customer can purchase additional voice, data,
MMS, text minutes for $0.05 per minute with a minimum purchase of $5.00. For example, 100
additional minutes will cost $5.00. The customer will have the ability to purchase 100 minutes
($5.00); 200 minutes ($10.00); 300 minutes ($15.00) and 500 minutes ($25.00). For Unlimited
service plans the customer will not need additional voice or text but will need to purchase
additional minutes for data and MMS. MMS is priced at $0.15 per minute and Data is $0.05 per
MB.

Text Messages: The service plans include text messaging; text messaging rates are assessed at 1
minute per text message sent and 1 minute per text message received.

Other: Plans do not permit rollover minutes. Top Ups are available for a 30 day period as long
as the customer renews the service at the normal plan rate. Plans do not allow roaming. The
$25.00 Activation Fee includes selection of a basic handset which is activated and provided
ready for use. Customers are allowed to call internationally but will be assessed the international
rates. International text rates are $0.20 per minute for messages sent or received. Special
Promotional offer: 10 MB data FREE for 3 months with the selection of a data capable phone.

-5-
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(e) all other certifications required under newly amended section 54.202 of the
Commission’s rules.

Section 54.202 requires ETCs to (1) certify that it will comply with the applicable service
requirements; (2) file a five-year plan detailing proposed improvements or upgrades in the
network unless the ETC is receiving only Lifeline support; (3) demonstrate that it will continue
to function in emergency situations including reasonable back-up backup power and emergency
traffic management; (4) demonstrate that the carrier will comply with applicable consumer
protection and service quality standards; (5) demonstrate that it is financially and technical
qualified to provide Lifeline services that comply with the applicable rules; and (6) provide
information concerning the terms and conditions of the service plans offered to Lifeline
customers.

In response to item (1), Sage certifies that it will comply with applicable service
requirements and regulations for Lifeline support.

In response to item (2), Sage is not required to submit a five year plan since it is seeking
to obtain only Lifeline support for its eligible customers.

In response to item (3), as a CLEC provider in multiple states for over 14 years, Sage has
significant experience with emergency preparedness. Sage has detailed Emergency Action and
Disaster Recovery Plans in place to respond to emergencies. In addition, Sage’s agreement with
Sprint provides for the continuation of services during emergencies and sets forth obligations for
the service to remain functioning during disasters and similar emergency situations. In addition,
as a nationwide carrier and provider of wireless service, Sprint also remains subject to the

Commission’s authority and must, and does, comply with federal outage reporting requirements.
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In response to item (4), Sage certifies that it will comply with the applicable consumer
protection and service quality standards. As an operating CLEC in many states, Sage is already
subject to states consumer protection and service quality requirements. Sage’s wireless Lifeline
customers will also receive the same quality service and protections.

Sage’s response to items (5) and (6) are provided above and in the provided exhibits
(2) A detailed explanation of how the carrier will comply with the Commission’s new
rules relating to determinations of subscriber eligibility for Lifeline services, including all
consumer eligibility, consumer enrollment and re-certification procedures as required by

Section VI and Appendix C of the Lifeline Reform Order, and a copy of the carrier’s
certification form;

Under the Lifeline Reform Order, ETCs must comply with eligibility rules for Lifeline
services, including initial eligibility, certification, and annual re-certification procedures. In
addition to the Commission’s rules, Sage must also comply with all certification and verification
requirements for Lifeline eligibility established by states where Sage is designated as an ETC.
For states that do not have a Lifeline administrator or state agency responsible for determining
eligibility and initial certifications and annual certifications, Sage certifies it will comply with the
Commission’s certification and verification requirements and will follow the procedures outlined
below until such time as the Commission implements its planned National Lifeline

Accountability Database.
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Procedures for Initial Eligibility Determination and Certification of Lifeline Subscribers.

With respect to determining eligibility certification procedures, the rules provide that an
ETC must determine a Lifeline applicant’s eligibility and provide and receive certification forms
with proper documentation from Lifeline subscribers, except where there is a state Lifeline
administrator or a state agency responsible for eligibility verification.

In states where there is a third party entity acting as the Lifeline administrator (also
referred to as the “Low Income Discount Administrator” or “LIDA™ in Texas) who is responsible
for determining the eligibility of consumers seeking to subscribe to Lifeline service, sending out
certification forms, reviewing documentation and providing ETCs with the appropriate approval
of a potential subscriber’s eligibility for Lifeline, Sage will comply with the program rules
established in those states and will cooperate fully with any state Lifeline administrator.

Based on Sage’s history of providing Lifeline and non-Lifeline customers in wireline
products, Sage’s primary source of signing up Lifeline customers will be via telephone, although
some customers may be signed up in person at temporary locations staffed by Sage employees.
Visitors to Sage’s website will be given information about the program but are required to
contact Sage directly via telephone to complete the sign-up process. These callers speak to Sage
employees who are specially trained on the Lifeline programs. Sage’s customer services
representatives will review income- and program-based requirements with applicants via
telephone contact. During the initial sign up for service, Sage will (a) require the applicant to
confirm that he or she is not already receiving a Lifeline service and that no one else in the
applicant’s household is subscribed to a Lifeline service in order to avoid providing duplicate
services; and (b) inform the applicant of both the income- and program-based eligibility

requirements to determine initial eligibility and any state-specific requirements.

-8-
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Customers are offered the choice to either sign up for service as a non-Lifeline customer
pending confirmation of eligibility, or to have their application for service held pending
confirmation of eligibility. In the event the customer chooses to proceed, they are processed as a
new non-Lifeline customer and the verification process continues as described below. The
customer would only be given the Lifeline discount when they have satisfied the verification
process, either through the state administrator or Sage’s internal process. If the customer is
eventually deemed ineligible, they receive no credit. Where the customer chooses to wait for
confirmation of eligibility before starting service, the employee will take down the relevant
information from the consumer, including payment information, but the order is then held
pending verification of eligibility. Only if the customer is determined to be eligible is the order
processed.

The Verification process varies by state, in states with a Lifeline administrator, if a new
applicant indicates that he or she is eligible for Lifeline service, Sage will provide the applicant’s
relevant information to the administrator in conformance with any state or Lifeline administrator
specific rules. The Lifeline administrator will provide the requisite forms and will be responsible
for processing those forms when returned and ensuring the documentation is satisfactory as set
forth in state regulations. Sage will not provide Lifeline service or seek reimbursement for
providing services to such applicant until it receives a certification of eligibility from the Lifeline
administrator.

In states where there is no Lifeline administrator or state agency responsible for
determining initial eligibility and certifying Lifeline applicants, Sage will require all applicants
to demonstrate either: (1) the applicant’s household income is at or below 135% of the Federal

Poverty Guidelines based on the income-eligibility criteria set forth in Sections 54.409(a)(1) or

9.
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(a)(3) or (2) the applicant participates in Medicaid, Food Stamps, Supplemental Security Income,
Federal Public Housing Assistance, Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program, National
School Lunch Program or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families. As required to prevent
suspected duplications, Sage will also require the customer to complete the Lifeline Household
Worksheet issued by USAC to ensure that duplicate support is not provided to any household.
Sage will inform the applicant that any information provided will be submitted to USAC as
necessary under the Commission’s rules to verify the household is not receiving duplicate
Lifeline support.

After confirming initial eligibility either in person or over the phone, Sage will provide
the individual with an application via mail requiring him or her to provide certain information
and certify that they meet either the income-based eligibility requirements or the program-based
requirements, make certain certifications and submit documentation. Specifically, Sage’s
Lifeline application form will collect the following information from the potential Lifeline
customers: (i) the subscriber’s full name; (ii) the subscriber’s full residential street address (P.O.
Boxes will not be acceptable); (iii) whether the residential address is permanent or temporary;
(iv) the subscriber’s billing address, if different; (v) the subscriber’s date of birth; (vi) the last
four digits of the subscriber’s Social Security number (or Tribal identification number if the
subscriber is a member of a Tribal nation and does not have a Social Security number); (vii) if
the subscriber is seeking to qualify for Lifeline under the program-based criteria, the name of the
qualifying assistance program from which the subscriber, or his or her dependents, or his or her
household receives benefits; and (viii) if the subscriber is seeking to qualify for Lifeline under

the income-based criterion, the number of individuals in his or her household.
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In addition, as part of the Lifeline application, Sage will require all Lifeline applicants to

certify, under penalty of perjury, that:

the applicant meets the income-based or program-based eligibility criteria for receiving
Lifeline either because the household receives benefits from a state or federal assistance
program (and list the name of the program) or has income at or below 135% of the
Federal Poverty Guidelines;

the applicant has provided documentation to Sage that correctly and accurately confirms
the subscriber’s household income or participation in the above-listed program(s);

the applicant will notify its carrier within thirty (30) days if, for any reason, he or she no
longer satisfies the criteria for receiving Lifeline including, as relevant, if the applicant no
longer meets the income-based or program-based criteria for receiving Lifeline support,
the applicant is receiving more than one Lifeline benefit, or another member of the
subscriber’s household is receiving a Lifeline benefit. The applicant will also certify that
they understand this requirement and may be subject to penalties if they fail to notify
Sage;

if the applicant moves to a new address, he or she will provide that new address to the
eligible telecommunications carrier within thirty (30) days;

if the applicant provided a temporary residential address to the eligible
telecommunications carrier, he or she will be required to verify his or her temporary
residential address every ninety (90) days;

the applicant acknowledges that the subscriber will be required to re-certify his or her
continued eligibility for Lifeline at any time, and the applicant’s failure to re-certify as to
his or her continued eligibility will result in de-enrollment and the termination of the
applicant's Lifeline benefits;

the applicant’s household will receive only one Lifeline service and, to the best of his or
her knowledge, the subscriber's household is not already receiving a Lifeline service;

the information contained in the applicant’s certification form is true and correct to the
best of his or her knowledge, that providing false or fraudulent documentation or
information in order to receive assistance if punishable by fines, imprisonment, de-
enrollment or being barred from the program;

That a violation of the one-per-household rule constitutes a violation of FCC rules and
will result in their de-enrollment from the Lifeline program

the applicant understands that Lifeline is a non-transferable benefit and the service may
not be transfers to anyone else; and

the applicant understands their information, including name, telephone number and
address, will be given to the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) and/or
its agents for the purpose of verifying the applicant and the applicant’s household do not

-11-
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receive more than one Lifeline benefit and consenting to the inclusion of that information
into a Lifeline database.

A sample Sage application is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

This application is mailed by Sage to the customer for completion and is returned to Sage
for review and certification. All applications are reviewed by Sage employees. Should Sage
engége sales agents to assist in signing up customers, those applications will also be reviewed by
Sage employees to ensure the applicant’s eligibility.® This review includes a review to determine
eligibility as well as a duplicate review process described below. Sage will make itself available
as a direct point of contact with all Lifeline applicants. In addition, all Sage employees who
have contact with potential Lifeline customers will be fully trained on the state and Commission
Lifeline eligibility rules.

If Sage cannot determine a prospective subscriber's eligibility through a review of an
appropriate federal or state database, Sage personnel will require the submission of appropriate
documentation required to establish income-based and program-based eligibility and will review
each subscriber’s documentation for compliance with the eligibility criteria. If documentation is
not sufficient or if the application is incomplete, then Sage will deny the application and inform
the applicant of the reason for such rejection. For applicants submitting proof of income-
eligibility or program-based eligibility, Sage will not retain copies of such documentation but
will maintain accurate records detailing how the customer demonstrated his or her eligibility.” In
addition, if the subscriber provides Sage with a temporary address, it will verify with the
subscriber every 90 days that this address remains valid. If the subscriber fails to respond to the

Sage within 30 days, the subscriber will be de-enrolled from the Lifeline program.

6 In states with a Lifeline Administrator, this process would be handled pursuant to the procedures of the

Administrator.
’ 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.410(b)(1)(ii)-(iii) and 54.410(0){ 12)(ii)-(iii).
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Procedures for Annual Re-Certification. Similar to the initial certification process, an

ETC must annually certify all subscribers, unless there is a Lifeline administrator that is
responsible for re-certification. In states where a Lifeline administrator is responsible for
completing annual re-certifications, Sage will rely on such administrator completing the annual
certification. If the Lifeline administrator provides notice to Sage that a current subscriber did
not re-certify, then Sage will comply with the de-enrollment requirements required by the FCC’s
rules. Sage will cooperate fully with any Lifeline administrator and take any necessary steps to
ensure it is in compliance with both state and federal re-certification procedures.

In states where there is not a Lifeline administrator, Sage will require its Lifeline
subscriber to annually re-certify their eligibility as set forth in Rules 54.410(f)(2) and (f)(5) and
54.405(e)(4). Sage may complete the re-certification process on a rolling basis throughout the
year. If Sage cannot determine on-going eligibility by accessing a qualifying database, Sage will
re-certify the continued eligibility of its subscribers by contacting them in person, in writing (by
mail), by phone, by text message, by email or otherwise through the Internet.® Alternatively,
beginning in 2013, Sage may elect to have the USAC administer the annual self-certification
process.’

As part of the re-certification process, Sage will inform its Lifeline subscribers that they
must confirm eligibility to retain Lifeline benefits, when Lifeline benefits will be terminated if
confirmation of eligibility is not provided and how to contact Sage for more information or

assistance. If a Lifeline subscriber does not respond to the notice within 30 days, Sage will send

Lifeline Reform Order, § 130.
Id, 133.

'-I- -)
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a notice of impending termination. Subscribers who do not respond to the impending
termination notice will be de-enrolled from the Lifeline program within five business days.'°

(3) A detailed explanation of how the carrier will comply with the forbearance
conditions relating to public safety and 911/E-911 access;

The Commission conditioned its grant of forbearance on an ETC (a) providing its
Lifeline subscribers with 911 and E911 access, regardless of activation status and availability of
minutes; (b) providing its Lifeline subscribers with E911-compliant handsets and replacing, at no
additional charge to the subscriber, noncompliant handsets of Lifeline-eligible subscribers who
obtain Lifeline-supported services.!! Sage’s wireless service currently complies with these
requirements and will continue to comply with these conditions.

Specifically, Sage provides its wireless subscribers with 911/E911 access at the time their
service is initiated, regardless of activation status and availability of minutes and provides its
subscribers with E911-compliant handsets. It is the company’s practice to provide access to
911/E911 to the extent these services are available from the underlying carrier, Sprint. Sage also
enables 911 emergency calling from all properly activated handsets regardless of whether the
account associated with the handset is active, suspended to terminated. Sage will transmit all
911 calls initiated from any of its handsets even if the associated account has no remaining
minutes.

In addition, all phones provided by Sage are 911/E911 compliant. Sage uses phones from
Sprint that, based on representations made to Sage by Sprint, have been through the applicable
certification process in the company’s labs. In the event that a customer does not have an E911-

complaint handset, Sage will replace it with a compliant handset at no charge. All new

10 47 C.F.R. § 54.405(e)(4).
u Lifeline Reform Order, | 373. 14
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customers who qualify for Lifeline services with Sage will receive a 911/E911-compliant

handset free of charge.

(4) A detailed explanation of how the carrier will comply with the Commission’s
marketing and disclosure requirements for participation in the Lifeline program;

Sage has experience in providing clear, concise and consistent marketing and disclosure
information to its wireline Lifeline to its customers. With respect to its wireless services, Sage
will emphasize in clear, easily understood language: (a) that the service is a Lifeline-supported
service; (b) that only eligible consumers may enroll in the program; (¢) what documentation is
necessary for enrollment; and (d) that the benefit is limited to one per household consisting of
either wireline or wireless service and is non-transferrable. Sage will also explain that Lifeline is
a government benefit program and willfully making false statements to obtain Lifeline benefits
may be punished by fine or imprisonment or result in being barred from the program. Sage has
and will continue to clearly disclose its name (Sage or Sage Wireless) on all marketing materials.
A sample advertisement to be used as a model for creation of state-specific advertisements is
attached hereto as Exhibit B. Please note that the two pages of the exhibit represents the front
and back of single page document.

(5) A detailed explanation of the carrier’s procedures and efforts to prevent waste,
fraud and abuse in connection with Lifeline funds, including but not limited to, procedures
the carrier has in place to prevent duplicate Lifeline subsidies within its own subscriber
base, procedures the carrier undertakes to de-enroll subscribers receiving more than one
Lifeline subsidy per household, information regarding the carrier’s toll limitation service,
if applicable, and the carrier’s non-usage policy, if applicable.

Sage fully understands and shares the Commission’s commitment to minimize waste,
fraud and abuse with respect to the Lifeline program. Sage derives less than a quarter of its

revenue from Low Income service, and does offer a wireline low income service in a number of

states both with and without and administrator. Nonetheless, Sage has focused its operations in a
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few states, with a goal of focused growth, to be offered initially in Texas, and then into other
states in which Sage is already a wireline ETC. This approach has allowed Sage to refine its
business practices and to implement policies consistent with the Commission’s goal of
minimizing waste, fraud and abuse before launching its service nationwide at some time in the
future.

Prevention of Duplicates In Sage’s Subscriber Base. At time of initial sign up of a new
subscriber, the subscriber’s service address is validated for accuracy against the USPS (“United
States Postal Service”) database and saved in the USPS-approved format, which permits the Sage
subscriber database to more accurately prevent duplicates by preventing variations of the same
address from appearing multiple times in the database. Once the address is validated for accuracy
and format, Sage can check it in available databases or provide it to the Lifeline administrator,
where applicable, to be checked against addresses for all Lifeline customer addresses for the
entire state.

In addition, while it is anticipated that Sage and its affiliate, Telscape will only operate in
different states, to the extent that they have Lifeline customers in the same state, customers can
be checked against each company’s records to further avoid duplication.

Activation and Non-Usage Policy. Sage will not consider a wireless subscriber activated

until the customer has chosen a non-Lifeline service plan, activates their service by paying the
activation fee, and then applies for and is approved for a Lifeline service plan. Adhering to this
“prequalification guideline” prevents waste, fraud and abuse by requiring customers to first sign
up for service at regular rates and then only provide discounted service once the customer’s
eligibility has been confirmed through verification or a Lifeline administrator. As such, Sage

will not seek reimbursement for any wireless subscriber until the subscriber activates service and
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is approved by the Lifeline administrator or by Sage, in states without a third party Lifeline
administrator. Customers who wish to be confirmed as an eligible Lifeline subscriber prior to
commencing service can place a non-Lifeline order and have the order held pending verification
of eligibility as described above. Because customers do not receive their handset and service
until they have an order processed and the activation fee is paid, customers receive activated
handsets. Thus, there is no possibility of Sage receiving reimbursement for a customer who does
not have an active handset. After the order is processed, Sage personnel activate, configure and
test the handsets before they are sent to the consumer. Thus all customers receive an activated
handset.

As required by the Lifeline Reform Order, Sage has implemented a non-usage policy
under which it will de-enroll Lifeline customers that have not used the Sage’s Lifeline service for
60 consecutive days. When consumers sign-up for Sage’s service, Sage will inform them about
the usage requirement. If a Sage Lifeline customer’s account does not reflect any usage during
any consecutive 60-day period, Sage will deactivate the customer’s Lifeline service. Accounts
will be deemed active if the Lifeline subscriber: (a) completes an outbound call; (b) purchases
minutes or an additional month of service to add to the subscriber's Lifeline service plan; (c)
answers an incoming call from a party other than Sage, its agent or representative; or (d)
responds to a direct contact from Sage and confirms that he or she wants to continue receiving
the Lifeline service.'

For Lifeline subscribers failing to use their Lifeline service for a 60-day consecutive
period as described above, Sage will provide a clear, easily understood notice that the

subscriber's failure to use the Lifeline service within the 30-day notice period will result in

12 See Lifeline Reform Order, § 261; 47 C.F.R. § 54.407(c)(2).
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service termination for non-usage. Sage will not terminate service to Lifeline subscribers that

use their Lifeline service within 30 days of Sage providing said notice.'

Cooperate with Federal and State Regulators and Lifeline Administrators. Sage will

cooperate with the Commission and has and will continue to cooperate with state regulators and

Lifeline administrators to prevent waste, fraud and abuse. Sage will, for example:

* As applicable, participate in industry working groups conducted by or in coordination
with state commissions and Lifeline administrators;

* Respond to requests from the Commission, USAC or state commissions concerning
consumers’ eligibility to be enrolled in Lifeline service, among other matters;

* Upon having a reasonable basis and/or upon any notification from federal or state
commissions and/or Lifeline administrators, timely investigate issues concerning a Sage
Lifeline customer receiving service from another carrier or customers receiving more
than one Lifeline subsidy per household;

* Asapplicable and when available, access the National Lifeline Accountability Database
to determine if an applicant is currently receiving Lifeline service from another carrier or
if another person residing at the applicant’s residential address is receiving Lifeline
service; and

* Comply with federal and state audit requirements.

1 47 CF.R. § 54.405(e)(3). 8
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CONCLUSION

Sage respectfully submits that the foregoing Compliance Plan fully satisfies the
conditions set forth in the Lifeline Reform Order. Accordingly, Sage respectfully requests
approval of this Compliance Plan so that Sage can provide essential Lifeline wireless service to

eligible low-income customers nationwide.

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ electronically signed
Douglas D. Orvis II
Kimberly A. Lacey
Bingham McCutchen LLP

2020 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Date: December 19, 2012
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EXHIBIT 2

FCC Approval of Sage’s Compliance Plan
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DA 12-2063
Release Date: December 26, 2012

WIRELINE COMPETITION BUREAU APPROVES THE COMPLIANCE PLANS OF
AIRVOICE WIRELESS, AMERIMEX COMMUNICATIONS, BLUE JAY WIRELESS,
MILLENNIUM 2000, NEXUS COMMUNICATIONS, PLATINUMTEL COMMUNICATIONS,
SAGE TELECOM, TELRITE AND TELSCAPE COMMUNICATIONS

WC Docket Nos. 09-197 and 11-42

The Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau) approves the compliance plans of nine carriers:
AirVoice Wireless, LLC (AirVoice); AmeriMex Communications Corp. (AmeriMex); Blue Jay Wireless,
LLC (Blue Jay); Millennium 2000, Inc. (Millennium 2000); Nexus Communications, Inc. (Nexus);
PlatinumTel Communications, LLC (PlatinumTel); Sage Telecom, Inc. (Sage); Telrite Corporation
(Telrite); and Telscape Communications, Inc. d/b/a Telscape Wireless (Telscape). The compliance plans
were filed pursuant to the Lifeline Reform Order as a condition of obtaining forbearance from the
facilities requirement of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the Act), for the provision of
Lifeline service.'

The Act provides that in order to be designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC)
for the purpose of universal service support, a carrier must “offer the services that are supported by
Federal universal service support mechanisms . . . either using its own facilities or a combination of its
own facilities and resale of another carrier’s services . . . .”* The Commission amended its rules to define
voice telephony as the supported service and removed directory assistance and operator services, among
other things, from the list of supported services.” As a result of these amendments, many Lifeline-only
ETCs that previously met the facilities requirement by providing operator services, directory assistance or
other previously supported services no longer meet the facilities requirement of the Act.* In the Lifeline
Reform Order, the Commission found that a grant of blanket forbearance of the facilities requirement,

! See Lifeline and Link Up Reform and Modernization et al, WC Docket No.11-42 et al., Report and Order and
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 27 FCC Red 6656, 6816-17, paras. 379-380 (2012) (Lifeline Reform
Order). A list of the compliance plans approved through this Public Notice can be found in the Appendix to this
Public Notice.

247 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1)(A).
3 See Lifeline Reform Order, 27 FCC Red at 6678, para. 47; see also 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a).

* See Lifeline Reform Order, 27 FCC Red at 6812, para. 366, App. A; Connect America Fund et al, WC Docket 10-
90, Order on Reconsideration, 26 FCC Red 17633, 17634-35, para. 4 (2011) (USF/ICC Transformation Order on
Reconsideration). Some ETCs have included language in their compliance plans indicating that they have facilities
or plan to acquire facilities in the future. See, e.g., Blanket Forbearance Compliance Plan, WC Docket Nos. 09-197
and 11-42, Q Link Wireless, LLC’s Third Amended Compliance Plan at 4 n. 2 (filed July 30, 2012). To the extent
ETCs seek to avail themselves of the conditional forbearance relief established in the Lifeline Reform Order, we
presume they lack facilities to provide the supported service under sections 54.101 and 54.401 of the Commission’s
rules. See 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.101 and 54.401. Such ETCs must comply with the compliance plan approved herein in
each state or territory where they are designated as an ETC, regardless of their claim of facilities for other purposes,
such as eligibility for state universal service funding.



subject to certain public safety and compliance obligations, is appropriate for carriers seeking to provide
Lifeline-only service.” Therefore, in the Lifeline Reform Order, the Commission conditionally granted
forbearance from the Act’s facilities requirement to all telecommunications carriers seeking Lifeline-only
ETC designation, subject to the following conditions: (1) compliance with certain 911 and enhanced 911
public safety requirements; and (2) Bureau approval of a compliance plan providing specific information
regarding the carrier and its service offerings and outlining the measures the carrier will take to
implement the obligations contained in the Order.®

The Bureau has reviewed the nine plans listed in the Appendix for compliance with the
conditions of the Lifeline Reform Order and now approves those nine compliance plans.’

Filings, including the Compliance Plans identified in the Appendix, and comments are available
for public inspection and copying during regular business hours at the FCC Reference Information
Center, Portals II, 445 120 Street, S.W., Room CY-A257, Washington, D.C. 20554. They may also be
purchased from the Commission’s duplicating contractor, Best Copy and Printing, Inc., Portals II, 445
12" Street, S.W., Room CY-B402, Washington, D.C. 20554, telephone: (202) 488-5300, fax: (202) 448-
5563, or via email www.bcpiweb.com.

People with Disabilities: To request materials in accessible formats for people with disabilities
(Braille, large print, electronic files, audio format), send an email to fcc504@fcc.gov or call the
Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau at (202) 418-7400 or TTY (202) 418-0484.

For further information, please contact Michelle Schaefer, Telecommunications Access Policy
Division, Wireline Competition Bureau at (202) 418-7400 or TTY (202) 418-0484.

-FCC -

> See Lifeline Reform Order, 27 FCC Red at 6813-6817, paras. 368-381.

% See id., 27 FCC Red at 6814, 6819, paras. 373, 389. Subsequently, the Bureau provided guidance for carriers
submitting compliance plans pursuant to the Lifeline Reform Order. Wireline Competition Bureau Provides
Guidance for the Submission of Compliance Plans Pursuant to the Lifeline Reform Order, WC Docket Nos. 09-197
and 11-42, Public Notice, 27 FCC Red 2186 (Wireline Comp. Bur. 2012).

" The Commission has not acted on any pending ETC petitions filed by these carriers, and this Public Notice only
approves the compliance plans of the carriers listed above. While these compliance plans contain information on
each carrier’s Lifeline offering, we leave it to the designating authority to determine whether or not the carrier’s
Lifeline offerings are sufficient to serve consumers. See Lifeline Reform Order, 27 FCC Rcd at 6679-80, 6818-19,
paras. 50, 387.



APPENDIX

Petitioner Compliance Plans Date of Filing Docket
As Captioned by Petitioner Numbers

AirVoice Wireless, LLC AirVoice Wireless, LLC’s Amended December 7, 09-197; 11-42
Compliance Plan 2012

AmeriMex AmeriMex Communications Corp. December 6, 09-197; 11-42
Communications Corp. Revised Compliance Plan 2012

Blue Jay Wireless, LLC Blue Jay Wireless, LLC Compliance December 19, 09-197; 11-42
Plan 2012

Millennium 2000 Inc. Amended Compliance Plan of December 18, 09-197; 11-42
Millennium 2000 Inc. 2012

Nexus Communications, Third Amended Compliance Plan of December 6, 09-197; 11-42
Inc. Nexus Communications, Inc. 2012

PlatinumTel PlatinumTel Communications LLC’s December 19, 09-197; 11-42
Communications, LLC Revised Compliance Plan 2012

Sage Telecom, Inc. Revised Compliance Plan of Sage December 19, | 09-197; 11-42
Telecom, Inc. 2012

Telrite Corporation Telrite Corporation Compliance Plan December 19, | 09-197; 11-42
2012

Telscape Revised Compliance Plan of Telscape | December 19, | 09-197; 11-42
Communications Inc. Communications, Inc. 2012

d/b/a Telscape Wireless




EXHIBIT 3

SAGE TELECOM COMMUNICATIONS, LLC
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EXHIBIT 4

Sample Marketing Material



AN033T3L

6219-b19-998
AYA0LTIVY

)

iiininig

dNOHd 3TI90N

«+HLNOW ¥3d 00°'5L$ ATINO

o
=]
=)
>
pd
-<
-
=
m
=
<
c
]
m
€p
M
O
A




We make it affordable for you to get low-cost talk and text

through a government assistance program called Lifeline. Now HOW To G ET THE DEAL

you can keep in touch with your family and friends. Qualified

customers simply prepay $15.00 per month and get 500 anytime To qualify for amazing Wireless Lifeline Service, all
talk and text. , o . you have to do is participate in one of the following:

YOU G ET A G REAT ?:::::: iui}iic Housing Assistance (Section 8)

D EAL Mo RE : - Health Benefit Coverage under the Children’s Health
t Plan (CHIP)

' N C L U D l N G : | * sz:zz:}e :stiag Energy Assistance (LIHEAP)

» Food Stamps or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

FREE Call Waiting |} Program (SNAP)
« Supplemental Security Income (S8I)
¢ FREE Ca"ef' iD » National School Lunch Program (NSLP)
*FREE Voice Mail - Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
« - . » Tribal TANF
* NatlonWIde Ser\ﬂce ' + Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance

+ Head Start Income Eligible {Tribal Only)
- Food Distribution Program on indian
Reservations (FDPIR)

Don’t wait. Call tOday = ’ You may also qualify if your total household
if you qualify for Wireless L;felme Semce income is at or below the Federal Poverty

Sage Telecom Sales Reps are available to Guideline. o g
take your call. 5 e




EXHIBIT S

Sage Lifeline Certification and
Re-Certification Forms



FEDERAL LIFELINE CERTIFICATION FORM

Lifeline Information

o Lifeline is a federal benefit and that willfully making false statements to obtain the benefit can result in fines,
imprisonment, de-enrollment or being barred from the program.

o Only one Lifeline service is available per household.

© A household is defined, for purposes of the Lifeline program, as any individual or group of individuals who
live together at the same address and share income and expenses.

o A household is not permitted to receive Lifeline benefits from multiple providers.

o  You must use your phone every 60 days to maintain service. Usage includes making an outbound call,
answering an incoming call. Usage can also include the purchase of additional minutes or payment of your
monthly bill. If there is no usage on your account for 60 days you will be de-enrolled from the program.

o  Lifeline is a non-transferable benefit and the subscriber may not transfer his or her benefit to any other person.

Lifeline Certification Instructions
Step 1. Fill out the Customer Information Section. You must provide the last four digits of your Social Security
Number and Date of Birth.

Step 2. Indicate How You Qualify for Lifeline. Choose whether you participate in a qualifying program or if you
household income falls within the guidelines. You MUST send photocopies demonstrating that you participate in
the qualifying program or if you qualify based on your household income, you must provide documentation of
income that covers one full year. Documentation that does not cover a full year, such as paystubs, the customer
must present the same type of documentation covering Three Consecutive Months within the previous twelve
months.

Step 3. Determine If You Qualify for Tribal Land. Not all customers will be eligible for the Tribal Land benefit.
To be eligible for Tribal Lands a customer must reside on Tribal Lands and participate in one of the following
programs: Tribally Administered Free School Lunch Program, Tribally Administered Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families, Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations, Head Start (those meeting income standard), and Bureau of Indian
Affairs General Assistance.

Step 4. Certify Customer Eligibility. Each customer must certify, under penalty of perjury, for receiving Lifeline
support, by initialing ALL areas under this section.

Step 5. Sign Certification Form. You must print your name and sign the certification form indicating that you are
complying with the Lifeline rules.

Step 6. Supporting Documentation. Don’t forget that you must include supporting documentation which can
include a copy of an award letter or card in the qualifying program based. Income documentation could include the
prior year’s state or federal tax return, paycheck stubs for the most recent 3 months, social security statement of
benefits, child support document, retirement/pension statement of benefits, unemployment/workmen’s compensation
statement of benefits, Federal notice letter of participation in General Assistance, and other official document.

Step 7. Send the Certification Form. When completed, you may mail the form to:

Sage Telecom, Inc.

10440 N Central Expressway
Suite 700

Dallas, TX 75231-2228

AK 12192012



FEDERAL LIFELINE CERTIFICATION FORM

Step 1. Customer Information Section

Name of Applicant: Telephone Number:

Account Number: Date of Birth:

Applicant’s Service Address (May NOT be a P.O. BOX):

o Please check this box if the above is a Temporary Address. Last Four Digits of SSN:

City: State: Zip:

Billing Address (if different from Service Address):

Step 2. Determine How You Qualify For Lifeline (Choose either #1 or #2)

If the person who receives the benefit is not the Sage account holder, then please provide the name of the person in
your household who is receiving the benefits:

(#1). Iqualify for Lifeline under Program-Based Criteria because I participate in the following program.
Check only ONE box below:

01 Medicaid (not Medicare) o Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
o0 Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) o0 Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
o National School Lunch Program (Free Lunch Program) o Federal Public Housing Assistance (Section 8)

o Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

(#2). I qualify for Lifeline under the Income-Based Criteria because my annual household income is at or below
135% of the federal poverty level guidelines. The number of individuals in my residential household is:
. (Number in household)

Annual Income 135% of Federal Poverty Level Thresholds Based on Household Size

1 2 3 4 5 For each additional person
$15,080 | $20,426 | $25,772 | $31,118 | $36,464 | +$5,346 per person

Step 3. Determine If You Qualify for Tribal Lands (If Applicable, Choose either #1 or #2)

My Tribal ID Number: Check ONE box below:
(#1) o1 qualify for Tribal Lifeline service as an eligible resident on federally recognized tribal land.

(#2) 1 participate in the following tribally administered program.

o Tribally Administered Free School Lunch Program o Tribally Administered Temporary Assistance for Need Families
o Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations ) Head Start (those meeting income standard)
o Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance

AK 12192012



Step 4. CERTIFY APPLICANT’S ELIGIBILITY

Please Check or Initial All the statements below to certify your eligibility.
I certify, under penalty of perjury, that:
: I'meet the income-based or program-based eligibility criteria.

: I must notify Sage within 30 days if for any reason I no longer satisfy the criteria for receiving Lifeline
including, as relevant, if I no longer meet the income-based or program-based criteria for receiving Lifeline
support, I am receiving more than one Lifeline benefit, or another member of my household is receiving a
Lifeline benefit. I understand this requirement to notify Sage if my eligibility changes and that I may be
subject to penalties if I fail to follow this notification requirement.

: When I move to a new address, I must provide that my new address to Sage within 30 days.

: I acknowledge that a household is eligible to receive only one Lifeline service and, to the best of my
knowledge, no other member in my household is currently receiving wireline or wireless Lifeline service.

: The information contained in this Lifeline certification form is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

: T acknowledge that providing false or fraudulent information on this certification form, to receive Lifeline
benefits, is punishable by law.

: I acknowledge that I may be required to recertify my eligibility for Lifeline at any time, and failure to
recertify as to my continued eligibility will result in the de-enrollment and termination of my Lifeline
benefits pursuant to the Code of Federal Regulation Section 54.405(e)(4).

: T'understand that if violation of the one-per-household rule constitutes a violation of FCC rules and will result
in my de-enrollment from the Lifeline program.

: If I provided a temporary address, I will be required to verify my temporary address every 90 days.

: T authorize Sage to release information concerning my service necessary to administer the Lifeline program
(such as name, address, telephone number) to the Universal Service Administrative Company. I give consent
to Sage to verify with the National Lifeline Accountability Database my eligibility in certain low-income
assistance programs or verify my income to qualify me for Lifeline service. Sage shall maintain the
information in this form and any information received about me from the National Lifeline Accountability
Database as confidential customer account information. Failure to provide consent will result in being
denied the Lifeline service.

Step 5. Sign Certification Form. You must print your name and sign the certification form indicating that
you are complying with the Lifeline rules.

Signature Printed Name Date
You may mail the completed Lifeline form to: Sage Telecom, Inc.
10440 N Central Expressway
Suite 700

Dallas, TX 75231-2228

For Sage Telecom, Inc.’s Use Only!

Lifeline Certification Approval / Denial Service Order Provisioned By Date

Supporting Documentation Provided

AK 12192012



FEDERAL LIFELINE RECERTIFICATION FORM

Lifeline Information

o All Lifeline subscribers must annually recertify their continued eligibility in the Lifeline program.

o Lifeline is a Federal benefit and willfully making false statements to obtain the benefit can result in fines, imprisonment,
de-enrollment or being barred from the program.

o Only one Lifeline service is available per household. A household is defined, for purposes of the Lifeline program, as any
individual or group of individuals who live together at the same address and share income and expenses.

o) A household is not permitted to receive Lifeline benefits from multiple providers (wireline or wireless).

o You must use your phone every 60 days to maintain service. Usage includes making an outbound call, answering an
incoming call. Usage can also include the purchase of additional minutes or payment of your monthly bill. If there is no
usage on your account for 60 days you will be de-enrolled from the program.

o  Lifeline is a non-transferable benefit and the subscriber may not transfer his or her benefit to any other person.

o} Failure to recertify will result in being de-enrolled from the program and loss of the Lifeline credits.

Instructions for Completing the Attached Lifeline Recertification Form

Step 1. Fill out the Customer Information Section. You must provide the last four digits of your Social
Security Number and date of birth.

Step 2. Indicate How You Continue to Qualify for Lifeline. Choose whether you continue to
participate in a qualifying program or if your annual household income remains at or below the income guidelines.
Please choose Program-Based or Income-Based eligibility, but not both.

Step 3. Determine If You Continue to Qualify for Tribal Lifeline. (If Applicable) Not all customers

will be eligible for the Tribal Land benefit. To be eligible for Tribal Lifeline service, the applicant must reside on
Federally recognized Tribal Land.

Step 4. Certify Customer Eligibility. Each applicant must certify, under penalty of perjury, to receive
Lifeline service, by initialing or checking ALL items under this section.

Step 5. Sign Certification Form. You must print your name and sign the certification form indicating that
you are complying with the Lifeline rules.

Step 6. Send in the Certification Form. Upon completion, please mail the completed form to:

Sage Telecom, Inc.

10440 N Central Expressway
Suite 700

Dallas, TX 75231-2228

All steps are required except Step 3 above for processing of your recertification form.

Please send the completed Lifeline Recertification Form to Sage within 30 days upon receipt.

AK 12192012



FEDERAL LIFELINE RECERTIFICATION FORM

Step 1. Customer Information Section

Name of Applicant: Telephone Number:

Account Number: Date of Birth:

Applicant’s Service Address (May NOT be a P.O. BOX):

o Please check this box if the above address is a temporary address. Last Four Digits of SSN:

City: State: Zip:

Billing Address (if different from Service Address):

Step 2. Indicate How You Qualify For Lifeline (Choose either #1 or #2)

If the person who receives the benefit is not the Sage account holder, then please provide the name of the person in
your household receiving the benefits:

(#1). I qualify for Lifeline under the Program-Based Criteria because I participate in the following program(s):
Check only ONE box below:

1 Medicaid (not Medicare) O Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
0 Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 0 Federal Public Housing Assistance (Section 8)
0 Low Income Heat Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) o Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

1 National School Lunch Program (Free Lunch Program)

(#2). 1 qualify for Lifeline under the Income-Based Criteria because my annual household income is at or below
135% of the federal poverty level guidelines. The number of individuals in my residential household is:
. (Number in household)

Annual Income 135% of Federal Poverty Level Thresholds Based on Household Size
1 2 3 4 5 For each additional person
$15,080 | $20,426 | $25,772 | $31,118 | $36,464 | +$5,346 per person

Step 3. Determine If You Qualify for Tribal Lifeline (If Applicable, Choose either #1 or #2)

My Tribal ID Number is: . Check ONE box below:

(#1) o I qualify for Tribal Lifeline service as an eligible resident on federally recognized tribal land.
(#2) I qualify for Tribal Lifeline service as I participate in the following tribally administered program.

0 Tribally Admin Free School Lunch Program 0 Tribally administered Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
0 Head Start (those meeting income standards) o Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance
0 Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR)

AK 12192012



Step 4. CERTIFY APPLICANT’S ELIGIBILITY

Please Check or Initial All the statements below to certify your continued eligibility.

I certify, under penalty of perjury, that:

: I continue to meet either the income-based or program-based eligibility criteria.

: I must notify Sage within 30 days if, for any reason, I no longer satisfy the criteria for receiving Lifeline
including, as applicable, if T no longer meet the income-based or program-based criteria, I am receiving more
than one Lifeline service, or another member of my household is receiving a Lifeline service. I understand
this requirement to notify Sage if my eligibility changes and that I may be subject to penalties if 1 fail to
follow this notification requirement.

: When I move to a new address, I must provide my new address to Sage within 30 days.

: I knowledge that my household is eligible to receive only one Lifeline service and, to the best of my
knowledge, no other member in my household is currently receiving wireline or wireless Lifeline service.

: The information contained in this Lifeline certification form is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

: I acknowledge that providing false or fraudulent information on this certification form, to receive Lifeline
service, is punishable by law.

: T'understand that I may be required to recertify my eligibility for Lifeline at any time, and failure to recertify
my continued eligibility will result in the de-enrollment and termination of my Lifeline service, pursuant to
the Code of Federal Regulation 47 Section 54.405(e)(4).

: Tunderstand that if violation of the one-per-household rule constitutes a violation of FCC rules and will result
in my de-enrollment from the Lifeline program.

: If I provided temporary address, I will be required to verify my temporary address every 90 days.

: I authorize Sage to release information concerning my service necessary to administer the Lifeline program
(such as name, address, telephone number) to the Universal Service Administrative Company. I give my
consent for Sage to verify with the National Lifeline Accountability Database whether I participate in certain
low-income assistance programs or verify my income to qualify me for Lifeline service. Sage shall maintain
the information in this form and any information received about me from the National Lifeline
Accountability Database as confidential customer account information. Failure to provide consent will result
in being denied the Lifeline service.

Step 5. Sign Certification Form.

You must print your name and sign the certification form indicating you are complying with the Lifeline rules.

Signature Printed Name Date
You may mail the completed Lifeline form to: Sage Telecom, Inc.

10440 N Central Expressway

Suite 700

Dallas, TX 75231-2228

For Sage Telecom, Inc.’s Use Only!

Lifeline Recertification Approval. / Denial Service Order Provisioned By Date

Lifeline Participating Program / Income Based Criteria

AK 12192012



EXHIBIT 6

CTIA Wireless Code



CTIA

Consumer Code for Wireless Service

To provide consumers with information to help them make informed choices when

selecting wireless service, the CTIA and the wireless carriers that are signatories
below have developed the following Consumer Code. The carriers that are signatories
to this Code have voluntarily adopted the principles, disclosures, and practices here for
wireless service provided to individual consumers, including voice, messaging, and

data services sold either on a postpaid or prepaid basis.

THE WIRELESS CARRIERS THAT ARE SIGNATORIES TO THIS CODE WILL:

ONE

DISCLOSE RATES AND TERMS OF SERVICE TO CONSUMERS

For each service plan offered to new consumers, wireless carriers will disclose to
consumers at point of sale and on their web sites, at least the following information, as
applicable: (a) the coverage area for the service; (b) any activation or initiation fee; (c)
the monthly access fee or base charge; (d) the amount and nature of any voice,
messaging, or data allowances included in the plan (such as night and weekend
minutes); (e) the charges for domestic usage in excess of any included allowances or
outside of the coverage area; (f) for prepaid service plans, the period of time during
which any balance is available for use; (g) whether there are prohibitions on data
service usage and whether there are network management practices that will have a

material impact on the customer’s wireless data experience; (h) whether any additional
taxes, fees or surcharges apply; (i) the amount or range of any such fees or
surcharges that are collected and retained by the carrier; (j) the amount or nature of
any late payment fee; (k) whether a fixed-term contract is required and its duration; (l)
the amount and nature of any early termination fee that may apply; and (m) the trial

© 2011 CTIA



period during which a consumer may cancel service without any early termination fee,
as long as the consumer complies with any applicable return policy.

TWO

IMAKE AVAILABLE MAPS SHOWING WHERE SERVICE IS GENERALLY AVAILABLE

Wireless carriers will make available at point of sale and on their web sites maps
depicting approximate domestic coverage applicable to each of their service plans
currently offered to consumers. To enable consumers to make comparisons among
carriers, these maps will be generated using generally accepted methodologies and
standards to depict the carrier’s outdoor coverage. All such maps will contain or link to
an appropriate legend concerning limitations and/or variations in wireless coverage
and map usage, including any geographic limitations on the availability of any services
included in the plan. Wireless carriers will periodically update such maps as necessary
to keep them reasonably current. If necessary to show the extent of service coverage
available to customers from carriers’ roaming partners, carriers will request and
incorporate coverage maps from roaming partners that are generated using similar
industry-accepted criteria, or if such information is not available, incorporate publicly
available information regarding roaming partners’ coverage areas.

THREE

PROVIDE CONTRACT TERMS TO CUSTOMERS AND CONFIRM CHANGES IN
SERVICE

When a customer initiates new service or a change in existing service, the carrier will
provide or confirm any new material terms and conditions of the ongoing service with
the customer.

FOUR

ALLOW A TRIAL PERIOD FOR NEW SERVICE

When a customer initiates postpaid service with a wireless carrier, the customer will
be informed of and given a period of not less than 14 days to try out the service. The
carrier will not impose an early termination fee if the customer cancels service within
this period, provided that the customer complies with applicable return and/or
exchange policies. Other charges, including usage charges, may still apply.

© 2011 CTIA



FIVE

PROVIDE SPECIFIC DISCLOSURES IN ADVERTISING

In advertising of prices for wireless service plans or devices, wireless carriers will
disclose material charges and conditions related to the advertised prices and services,
including if applicable and to the extent the advertising medium reasonably allows: (a)
whether activation or initiation fees apply; (b) monthly access fees or base charges; (c)
the amount and nature of any voice, messaging, or data service allowances included in
the plan; (d) the charges for any domestic usage in excess of any included allowances
or outside of the coverage area; (e) for prepaid service plans, the period of time during
which any balance is available for use; (f) whether there are network management
practices that will have a material impact on the customer’s wireless data experience;
(g) whether any additional taxes, fees or surcharges apply; (h) the amount or range of
any such fees or surcharges that are collected and retained by the carrier; (i) whether
a fixed-term contract is required and its duration; (j) early termination fees; (k) the
terms and conditions related to receiving a product or service for "free;" (I) for any
service plan advertised as "nationwide," (or using similar terms), the carrier will have
available substantiation for this claim; and (i) whether prices or benefits apply only for a
limited time or promotional period and, if so, whether any different fees or charges will
apply for the remainder of the contract term.

SIX
SEPARATELY IDENTIFY CARRIER CHARGES FROM TAXES ON BILLING
STATEMENTS

On customers' bills, carriers will distinguish (a) monthly charges for service and

features, and other charges collected and retained by the carrier, from (b) taxes, fees
and other charges collected by the carrier and remitted to federal state or local
governments. Carriers will not label cost recovery fees or charges as taxes.

SEVEN

PROVIDE CUSTOMERS THE RIGHT TO TERMINATE SERVICE FOR CHANGES TO
CONTRACT TERMS

Carriers will not modify the material terms of their postpaid customers’ contracts in a
manner that is materially adverse to those customers without providing a reasonable
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advance notice of a proposed modification and allowing those customers a time period
of not less than 14 days to cancel their contracts with no early termination fee.

EIGHT

PROVIDE READY ACCESS TO CUSTOMER SERVICE

Customers will be provided a toll-free telephone number to access a carrier's
customer service during normal business hours. Customer service contact information
will be provided to customers online and on billing statements. Each wireless carrier
will provide information about how customers can contact the carrier in writing, by toll-
free telephone number, via the Internet or otherwise with any inquiries or complaints,
and this information will be included, at a minimum, on all billing statements, in written
responses to customer inquiries and on carriers’ web sites. Each carrier will also make
such contact information available, upon request, to any customer calling the carrier’s
customer service departments.

NINE

PROMPTLY RESPOND TO CONSUMER INQUIRIES AND COMPLAINTS RECEIVED
FROM GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Wireless carriers will respond in writing to state or federal administrative agencies
within 30 days of receiving written consumer complaints from any such agency.

TE

ABIDE BY POLICIES FOR PROTECTION OF CUSTOMER PRIVACY

Each wireless carrier will abide by a policy regarding the privacy of customer
information in accordance with applicable federal and state laws, and will make
available to the public its privacy policy concerning information collected online. Each
wireless carrier will abide by the CTIA Best Practices and Guidelines for Location-
Based Services.
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ELEVEN

PROVIDE CONSUMERS WITH FREE NOTIFICATIONS FOR VOICE, DATA AND
MESSAGING USAGE, AND INTERNATIONAL ROAMING

Each wireless provider will provide, at no charge: (a) a notification to consumers of
currently-offered and future domestic wireless plans that include limited data
allowances when consumers approach and exceed their allowance for data usage and
will incur overage charges; (b) a notification to consumers of currently-offered and
future domestic voice and messaging plans that include limited voice and messaging
allowances when consumers approach and exceed their allowance for those services
and will incur overage charges; and (c) a notification to consumers without an
international roaming plan/package whose devices have registered abroad and who
may incur charges for international usage. Wireless providers will generate the
notifications described above to postpaid consumers based on information available at
the time the notification is sent. Wireless consumers will not have to affirmatively sign
up in order for these notifications to be sent. Each wireless provider shall provide its
customers at least two of these alerts by October 17, 2012 and all of these alerts by
April 17, 2013. Wireless providers will clearly and conspicuously disclose tools or
services that enable consumers to track, monitor and/or set limits on voice, messaging
and data usage.
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VERIFICATION
STATE OF TEXAS §
§
COUNTY OF DALLAS §
I, Nathan Johnson, hereby verify that [ am the Chairman of the Board of Sage Telecom
Communications, LLC, and I am authorized to make this verification on its behalf. 1 verify that |
have read the foregoing document and know the contents thereof., and that the same are true of

my own knowledge, except to those matters therein stated upon information and belief, and as to

those matters, I believe them to be true.

s
Nathan %hn@/
Chairman of the Board

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me on lhe/d_(yday of/é&ﬂ * 5, 2013,

ShEm. ROCIO C. GONZALEZ Z 7{(&,7(
S0 Notary Public. State of Texos M

My Comrrission Expires
November 29, 2016 Notary Public In and 1 or thc

State of Texas

My Commission Expires: / ("94 "9'0/ L




BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES

COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF

PETITION OF SAGE TELECOM COMMUNICATIONS, LLC )

FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE )
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER FOR ) DOCKET NO.
THE PURPOSE OF OFFERING LIFELINE )

SERVICE ON A WIRELESS BASIS )

NOTICE

To: LocAL SERVICE PROVIDERS OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES AUTHORIZED
TO OPERATE IN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

Pursuant to Minnesota Public Utilities Commission Rule 7811.1400(5), notice is hereby
given that on December 30, 2013, Sage Telecom Communications, LLC filed the above-
captioned petition for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in Minnesota. A
copy of this Petition has been served via U.S. Mail to

Office of Attorney General - Residential Utilities Division
Minnesota Attorney General's Office 1400 Bremer
Tower 445 Minnesota Street St. Paul, MN 55101

A public version of this filing is available on the Commission's electronic docket filing system,
available at https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiliim/securilv/login.do?meiriod=showLogin. A
copy of the petition also may be requested from the below-signed counsel for Sage Telecom
Communications, LLC.

SAGE TELECOM COMMUNICATIONS, LLC

BY: Paul J. Feldman

Paul J. Feldman, Esq.

Fletcher Heald & Hildreth, PLC
1300 N. 17" st. 11" FI.
Arlington, VA 22209
(703)812-0400
feldman@fhhlaw.com

{00605910-1 }
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360networks (USA) inc. AboveNet Communications, Inc.

Peter Chevalier, Counsel Jill Sandford

400 Centennial Pkwy Ste 200 360 Hamilton Ave FL 7

Louisville, CO 80027 Attn: Tax Dept

Access Communications, Inc. Access Media 3, Inc.

Arlyn Birkholz, Pres. Brian McDermott

5005 Cheshire Lane N Suite 1 900 Commerce Dr. Ste 200
Plymouth, MN 55446-3719 Oak Brook, IL 60523-8828

Access Point, Inc. Ace Link Telecommunications, Inc.
Christina Prasnikar David Schroeder

1100 Crescent Green ste 109 207 E Cedar Street

Cary, NC 27518-8105 Houston, MN 55943-8713

Ace Telephone Association ACN Communication Services, Inc.
Cynthia Sweet Legal Department

207 E CEDAR ST 1000 Progress Pl

Houston, MN 55943-0360 Concord, NC 28025

Advanced Integrated Technologies Inc. AEX Communications, Inc.

Greg Lohrenz, Pres Thomas M Fletcher

9855 W 78th St Ste 300 4445 W 77th St Ste 102

Eden Prairie, MN 55344 Edina, MN 55435

Albany Mutual Telephone Association
Steve Katka, General Manager/COO
131 6th St

Albany, MN 56307-0570

Alexandria, MN 56308-0609

Airespring, Inc.

Cynthia Firstman, Dir Fin
6060Sepulveda Blvd ste 220
Van Nuys, CA 91411-2512

Alexandria Light and Power(P)

Allen Crowser, General Manager Alliance Communications Cooperative, In

PO Box 609 Kari Flanagan, Manager
. PO Box 349
316 Fillmore Street 612 E 3RD ST
Garretson, SD 57030
American Fiber Systems, Inc. Arizona Dialtone, Inc.
Michael Nighan Tammy Smiley
400 CENTENNIAL PKWY STE 200 5005 S. Ash Ave. Ste 15
LOUISVILLE, CO 80027-1210 Tempe, AZ 85282-6884
ARNAN Services, Inc. Arrowhead Communications Corp.
Renee Ladd David Schornack
5125 MillRd 150 2nd Street SW
Red Wing, MN 55066 Perham, MN 56573
Arvig Telephone Company N .
Jean M Pauk, State Governt Affairs Mngr- AT&T Communlcatlops of the Midwest, In
Wauneta Browne, Assist-VP L&GA
TDS Telecom
595 Junction Rd 11425 W 146th St
Olathe, KS 66062

Madison, WI 53717



ATC Outdoor DAS, LLC
Janae Walker Bronson

116 Huntington Ave FL 11
Boston, MA 02116

White Plains, NY 10601

Bandwidth.com CLEC, LLC

Lisa Jill Freeman, VP & Reg Compliance
4001 Weston Pkwy Ste 100

Cary, NC 27513-2317

BBY Networks, Inc.

Kevin Seamans

Best Buy Networks

7601 Penn Ave S
Richfield, MN 55423-3645

BellSouth Long Distance, Inc.

Thomas P Margavio, Sr Consultant Reg O
AT&T Midtown Center

675 W Peachtree Ste 17E21

Barnesville, MN 56514

BEVCOMM, Inc. dba BEVCOMM
Jim Beattie, regulatory

123 West 7th Street

Blue Earth, MN 56013

Blue Earth Valley Telephone Company db
Jim Beattie, Regulatory

123 W 7th St

Blue Earth, MN 56013-1309

Broadband Dynamics, L.L.C.
Robert S Rife, Manager

8757 East Via De Commercio
First Floor

Scottsdale, AZ 85258

Broadvox-CLEC, LLC
Alecia Monroe

1228 Euclid Ave Ste 390
Cleveland, OH 44115

BT Communications Sales LLC

Linda Cicco, Regulatory Compliance Mana
11440 Commerce Park Drive

Reston, VA 20191

Callaway Telephone Company
David Schornack

150 2nd St SW

Perham, MN 56573-1409

BackPack Software, Inc. dba Inter.com
Kurt Anderson

77 13th Ave NE Ste 219

Minneapolis, MN 55413

Barnesville Municipal Telephone Compan
Guy Swenson, Tech Coordinator

PO Box 550

101 Front St N

Atlanta, GA 30375

BCN Telecom, Inc.

Richard M Boudria, President
550 Route 202-206 FL 2
Bedminster, NJ 07921

Benton Cooperative Telephone Company
Cheryl L Scapanski, General Manager
2220 125th StNW

Rice, MN 56367-9701

Big River Telephone Company, LLC
Gerald ] Howe

24 S Minnesota Ave

Cape Girardeau, MO 63702

Bridge Water Telephone Company

Jean M Pauk, Manager External Relations-
TDS Telecom

525 Junction Rd

Broadview Networks, Inc.
Catherine Hannon

800 Westchester Ave Ste N-501
Rye Brook, NY 10573

Broadwing Communications, LL.C
Andrew Labbe, Tax Mgr

C/O Level 3 Communications
1025 Eldorado Blvd

Broomfield, CO 80021

BullsEye Telecom, Inc.

David Bailey, VP- Business Developmt
25925 Telegraph Rd Ste 210
Southfield, MI 48033

Cannon Valley Telecom, Inc.
Jim Beattie, Regulatory

123 W 7th St

Blue Earth, MN 56013



Cbeyond Communications, LLC

William H Weber, VP & Corporate Counsel

320 Interstate North Pkwy SE
ste 300
Atlanta, GA 30339-2205

CenturyTel Acquisition LLC dba CenturyLi

JoAnn Hanson
200 S 5th St Ste 2200
Minneapolis, MN 55402

CenturyTel of Chester, Inc. dba CenturyLi
JoAnn Hanson

200 S 5th St Ste 2200

Minneapolis, MN 55402

CenturyTel of Northwest Wisconsin, LLC d

JoAnn Hanson
200 S 5th St Ste 2200
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Charter Fiberlink CC VIII, LLC
Michael Moore, Dir & Sr Counsel
12405 Powerscourt Dr

St Louis, MO 63131-3674

Christensen Communications Company
Kathy Boutwell, regulatory

104 W Main St

Madelia, MN 56062-1440

C-1 Communications, Inc.
Linda Peterson, CEO
1102 Madison Street

PO Box 972

Brainerd, MN 56401

Citizens Telecommunications Company o
Scott Bohler

2378 Wilshire Blvd.

Mound, MN 55364-1652

City of Detroit Lakes Public Utilities Dept.

Vernell Roberts, General Manager
PO Box 647

1025 Roosevelt Ave

Detroit Lakes, MN 56502-0647
City of Windom

Steve Nasby, Regulatory

444 9th St

PO Box 38

Windom, MN 56101-0038

Central Transport Group, LLC
Mark Roach, Regulatory

PO Box 972

1102 Madison Street

CenturyTel Fiber Company II, LLC
JoAnn Hanson

200 S 5th St Ste 2200

Minneapolis, MN 55402

CenturyTel of Minnesota, Inc. dba Centur
JoAnn Hanson

200 S 5th St Ste 2200

Minneapolis, MN 55402

CenturyTel Solutions, LLC dba CenturyLin
JoAnn Hanson

200 S 5th St Ste 2200
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Charter Fiberlink, LLC

Betty Sanders, Legal/Reg Affairs
12405 Powerscourt Dr

St Louis, MO 63131-3674

Christensen Communications Company
Kathy Boutwell, regulatory

104 W Main St

Madelia, MN 56062-1440

Cincinnati Bell Any Distance Inc.

Scott Ringo, Director-Regulatory Affair
221 E 4th St, 103-1170

Cincinnati, OH 45202

City of Buffalo

Merton Auger, City Admin
212 Central Avenue
Buffalo, MN 55313

City of Lakefield

Jim Koep, Superintendent
301 Main Street

PO Box 1023

Lakefield, MN 56150

Clara City Telephone Exchange Company
Bruce Hanson, Office Mgr

1700 Technology Dr Ste 100

Willmar, MN 56201



Clements Telephone Company, Inc.
Mark Birkholz

150 2nd St. SW

Perham, MN 56573

Common Point LLC

Ron Bailey

3130 Pleasant Run
Springfield, IL 62711-6347

Consolidated Telephone Company
Mark Roach, regulatory

PO Box 972

1102 Madison Street

Brainerd, MN 56401

Covista, Inc.
Tamie Morgan, Sr Staff Accountant

4289 Bonny Oaks Dr Ste 102 Chattanocoga, TN

37406

Crosslake Communications
Paul Hoge

PO Box 70

35910 County Road 66
Crosslake, MN 56442-0070

Crystal Communications, Inc.

William VanderSluis, Director Regulatory
221 E Hickory St

Mankato, MN 56001

DIECA Communications, Inc.

Katherine Mudge, Director, State Affairs
dba Covad Communications Co

1835-B Kramer Ln Ste 100

Austin, TX 78758

dPi-Teleconnect, L.L.C.
Phyliss Sims, Reg Tax Mgr
1330 Capital Pkwy
Carrollton, TX 75006-3647

Eagle Valley Telephone Company
David Schornack

150 2nd St. SW

Perham, MN 56573

Easton Telephone Company dba BEVCOM
Jim Beattie

123 W. 7th St.

Blue Earth, MN 56013

Comcast Phone of Minnesota, Inc.
Mike Nelson, Sr Director

183 Inverness Dr W

Englewood, CO 80112

COMTECH 21, LLC
Sonja Johnson-Byers
One Barnes Park S
Wallingford, CT 06492

Consolidated Telephone Company
Mark Roach, regulatory

PO Box 972

1102 Madison Street

Brainerd, MN 56401

Crexendo Business Solutions, Inc.
Jeff Korn, Chief Legal Officer
1303 N. Research Way

Orem, UT 84097

Crosslake Communications
Paul Hoge

PO Box 70

35910 County Road 66
Crosslake, MN 56442-0070

Cypress Communications Operating Com
Courtney Garrett, Reg Analyst

3565 PIEDMONT RD NE STE 600
ATLANTA, GA 30305

dishNET Wireline L.L.C.

Jay Weber, Executive VP

2460 W 26TH AVE STE 380C
DENVER, CO 80211-5349

Dunnell Telephone Company, Inc.
Daniel Nelson, Gen. Manager

110 north Seeley avenue

Dunnell, MN 56127

East Otter Tail Telephone Company
Lorretta Tastad

150 2nd St SW

Perham, MN 56573

Eckles Telephone Company dba BEVCOM
Jim Beattie, Regulatory

123 W 7th St

Blue Earth, MN 56013



Electric Lightwave, LLC

Catherine Murray, Manager, Regulatory A
Integra Telecom

6160 Golden Hills Dr

Golden Valley, MN 55416-1020

Emily Cooperative Telephone Company
Robert Olson

PO Box 100

Emily, MN 56447-0100

Enventis Telecom, Inc.

William VanderSluis, Director of Regulator
Hickory Tech

221 E Hickory St

Mankato, MN 56001

Eschelon Telecom of Minnesota, Inc.
Cathy Murray, Manager, Regulatory Affair
Integra Telecom

6160 Golden Hills Dr

Golden Valley, MN 55416-1020

Farmers Mutual Telephone Company
Kevin Beyer

PO Box 368

301 2nd St S

Bellingham, MN 56212

Federated Telephone Cooperative

Kevin Beyer, Marketing/Customer Service
PO Box 368

405 2nd StE

Bellingham, MN 56212

Felton Telephone Company, Inc.
David Schomack

150 2nd St. SW

Perham, MN 56573

First Communications, LLC

Mary Cegelski, Manager of Regulatory Aff
15278 Neo Pkwy

Garfield Hts, OH 44128-3153

Frontier Communications of America, Inc.
Scott Bohler

2378 Wilshire Blvd

Mound, MN 55364

FTTH Communications L.L.C.
Liam Bohan

c/o EveresTV

One Executive Dr Ste L-10
Fort Lee, NJ 07024

Embarq Minnesota, Inc. dba CenturyLink
JoAnn Hanson

200 S 5th St Ste 2200

Minneapolis, MN 55402

Entelegent Solutions, Inc.

Mark Hoffinan, VP of Operations
3800 Arco Corp Dr Ste 310
Charlotte, NC 28273

Emest Communications, Inc.
Paul Masters, President

5275 Triangle Parkway, Ste 150
Norcross, GA 30092

ExteNet Systems, Inc.
Terry Ray, CEO

3030 Warrenville Rd #340
Lisle, IL 60532

Farmers Mutual Telephone Company
Kevin Beyer

PO Box 368

301 2nd St S

Bellingham, MN 56212

Federated Telephone Cooperative

Kevin Beyer, Marketing/Customer Service
PO Box 368

4052nd StE

Bellingham, MN 56212

FiberNet Monticello

Terri K Firestein

118 W 6th St Ste A
Monticello, MN 55362-8544

France Telecom Corporate Solutions L.L.C
Jean-Sebastien Falisse, Treasure

13775 McLearen

Mailstop 1100

Oak Hill, VA 20171

Frontier Communications of Minnesota, I
Jack Phillips, Reg Aff Staff Mgr

14450 Burnhaven Dr

Burnsville, MN 55306

FTTH Communications L.L.C.
Jeffrey Feldman, CEO

c/o EveresTV

One Executive Dr Ste L-10
Fort Lee, NJ 07024



Garden Valley Telephone Company - Coo
George Fish, Gen. Mgr.

201 Ross Ave.

PO Box 259

Erskine, MN 56535-0259

Gardonville Cooperative Telephone Assoc
Dave Wolf, Manager

800 Central Ave N

Brandon, MN 56315

Global Connection Inc. of America
Angela Briggs, Paralegal

5555 Oakbrook Pkwy, suite 620
Norcross, GA 30093

Granada Telephone Company
Bob Weiss

PO Box 697

New Ulm, MN 56073-0697

Greenfly Networks, Inc. dba Clearfly Com
Mauro Calvi, CEO

222 N 32nd St Ste 904

Billings, MT 59101-197

Halstad Telephone Company
Tom Maroney, Gen Mgr

PO Box 55

345 2nd Ave W

Halstad, MN 56548

Heartland Telecommunications Company
William VanderSluis, Director Regulatory
221 East Hickory Street

Mankato, MN 56001

Home Telephone Company
Mark Birkholz

150 2nd St. SW

Perham, MN 56573

Hutchinson Telephone Company
Monty S Morrow

PO Box 279

235 Franklin St

Hutchinson, MN 55350-0279

IdeaOne Telecom Group LLC
Bob Johnson

3312 42nd St S Ste 100
Fargo, ND 58104-7084

Garden Valley Telephone Company - Coo
George Fish, Gen. Mgr.

201 Ross Ave.

PO Box 259

Erskine, MN 56535-0259

GC Pivotal, LLC

Gavin McCarty, General Counsel
180 N. LaSalle, Ste 2430
Chicago, IL 60601

Global Crossing Local Services, Inc.
Diane Peters, Dir Reg

225 Kenneth Dr

Rochester, NY 14623

Granite Telecommunications, LLC

Geoff Cookman, Dir - Carrier Relations &
100 Newport Avenue Ext Ste 1

Quincy, MA 02171-1759

Halstad Telephone Company
Tom Maroney, Gen Mgr

PO Box 55

345 2nd Ave W

Halstad, MN 56548

Harmony Telephone Company
Jim Fishbaugher

35 1st Ave. NE

PO Box 308

Harmony, MN 55939-0308

Hiawatha Broadband Communications, In
Rochelle Pervisky, VPres/CEO

58 Johnson St

Winona, MN 55987

Hutchinson Telecommunications, Inc.
Monty S Morrow

235 Franklin St SW

PO Box 639

Hutchinson, MN 55350-2469

Hypercube Telecom, LLC
Robert W McCausland, Sr. VP
3200 W Pleasant Run Rd Ste 300
Lancaster, TX 75146

IDT America, Corp.

Carl Billek, Esq.,

550 Broad Street-17th floor
Newark, NJ 07102



inContact, Inc. dba UCN

Kimm Partridge, Corporate Secretary
7730 S Union Park Ave Ste 500
Midvale, UT 84047-5572

iNetworks Group, Inc..
David J Smat

125 S Wacker Dr Ste 2510
Chicago, IL 60606

Integra Telecom of Minnesota, Inc.
Catherine Murray, Manager, Regulatory A
6160 Golden Hills Dr

Golden Valley, MN 55416-1020

Interstate Telecommunications Cooperati
Jerry Heiberger, Gen Mgr

312 4th St. West

PO Box 920

Clear Lake, SD 57226

Ionex Communications North, Inc.

Chris Bunce, Chief Executive Office & Gen
¢/o Birch Telecom of the South

2300 Main St Ste 340

Kansas City, MO 64108-2414

Jaguar Communications, Inc.
Robert Fenlason

213 S Oak Ave Ste 2000
Owatonna, MN 55060

Kasson & Mantorville Telephone Compan
Beth Tollefson

18 2nd Avenue NW

Kasson, MN 55944

Knology of the Plains, Inc.

Bruce Schoonover, Dir Reg Affairs
1241 OG Skinner Drive

West Point, GA 31833

Lake Communications
Jeffrey Roiland

1441 Cedar Rd

PO Box 517

Two Harbors, MN 55616

LightNet, L.L.C.

Fazil Bhimani

2790 Quebec Court

Little Canada, MN 55117

Independent Emergency Services LLC
, Project Manager
PO Box 279

235 Franklin Street SW Hutchinson, MN 55350-0272

Infotelecom, LLC

Alex Gertsburg, Esq

1228 Euclid Ave suite 390
Cleveland, OH 44115

IntelePeer, Inc.

Andre Simone

2855 Campus Dr Ste 200
San Mateo, CA 94403

Intrado Communications Inc.
, Mgr,Reg Compliance

1601 Dry Creek Drive
Longmont, CO 80503

IPC Network Services, Inc.
Donna Palumbo, tax mgr

3 second St, 15th floor
The Crosby Bldg

Jersey City, NJ 07311

Johnson Telephone Co.
Dwayne Johnson, Sec/Treas
205 1st Ave NE

PO BOX 39

Remer, MN 56672-0039

Kasson & Mantorville Telephone Compan
Beth Tollefson

18 2nd Avenue NW

Kasson, MN 55944

KTF Telcom, Inc.

William F King, Vice Pres. Financial Opera
PO Box 135

Mora, MN 55051

LH Telecom, Inc.

Jim Albee

215 10th street suite 1220
Des Moines, 1A 50309

Lightyear Network Solutions, LLC

Linda Hunt, Manager of Regulatory Affair
1901 Eastpoint Parkway

Louisville, KY 40223



Lismore Cooperative Telephone Company
Erin FEIKEMA, Ass't Off Mgr

PO Box 127

230 South 3rd Avenue

Lismore, MN 56155-0127

Lonsdale Telephone Company
Bonnie Simon, reg

PO Box 358

126 South Main Street
Lonsdale, MN 55046

LSSI Data Corp.

Registered Agent

c/o CT Corporation System, Inc.
100 S 5th St Ste 1075
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Mainstreet Communications, LLC
Mark Birkholz

150 2nd St SW

Perham, MN 56573

Mankato Citizens Telephone Company
William VanderSluis, Dir Regulatory Affair
221 E Hickory Street

PO Box 3248

Mankato, MN 56002-3248

Matrix Telecom, Inc.

Linda Dellaero, Reg

433 E Las Colinas Blvd Ste 400
Irving, TX 75039

McGraw Communications, Inc.
Francis X Ahearn, CEO

521 5th Ave Fl 14

New York, NY 10175-1200

MClImetro Access Transmission Services L
Lyle Williamson

Verizon State Government A ffairs

8350 E Crescent Pkwy Ste 200

Greenwood Village, CO 80111

Melrose Telephone Company dba Arvig L
Mark Birkholz

150 2nd St SW

Perham, MN 56573

Mid-Communications, Inc.
William VanderSluis, Reg Dir
221 E Hickory St.

PO Box 3248

Mankato, MN 56002-3248

Local Access Network, LLC dba Milaca Lo
Cheryl Scapanski

2220 125th Street NW

Rice, MN 56367-9701

Loretel Systems, Inc.
David Schornack
150 2nd St SW
Perham, MN 56573

Mabel Cooperative Telephone Company
Lorren Tingesdal

PO BOX 368

214 North Main

Mabel, MN 55954

Manchester-Hartland Telephone Co.
Omer D. Emstad

204 Railroad St

Manchester, MN 56007-5012

Master Call Communications, Inc.
Regulatory Contact, VP

39 Broadway Rm 1850

New York, NY 10006-3012

MCC Telephony of Minnesota, LLC dba M
, Tax Department

100 Crystal Run Rd

Middletown, NY 10941

MCI Communications Services, Inc.
Lyle Williamson, Director

Verizon State Government Affairs
8350 E Crescent Pkwy Ste 200
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services
Bill Garcia, VP, Gvt Affairs

c¢/o Windstream Communications

1800 Old Pecos Trl Ste J

Sante Fe, NM 87505

Metropolitan Telecommunications of Min
Ralph Dichy, Director of Tax Affairs

55 Water Street, 31st Floor

New York, NY 10041

Midcontinent Communications
Mary Lohnes

3600 Minnesota Dr Ste 700
Edina, MN 55435



Mid-State Telephone Company
Jean M Pauk, Ext Rel Mgr-MN, W1
TDS Telecom

525 Junction Rd

Madison, WI 53717

Midwest Telephone Company
Mark Birkholz, Reg

150 Second Street SW
Perham, MN 56573

Minnesota Fiber Exchange LLC
John Schultz, CEO-Pres

176 Rutherford Road

Stillwater, MN 55082

Minnesota Valley Telephone Company
Danny Busche, Office Mgr.

PO Box 310

318 2nd Avenue east

Franklin, MN 55333-0310

Mobilitie, LLC

Sabrina Spruill, Legal Affairs

660 Newport Center Drive

suite 200

Newport Beach, CA 92660

Mosaic Networx LLC

Tom Wierimaa, VP Fin & Reg
454 Las Gallinas Ave Ste 145
San Rafael, CA 94903

Nebraska Technology & Telecommunicati
Mike Orcutt, President

2308 S 156th Cir

Omaha, NE 68130-2511

Neutral Tandem-Minnesota, LLC
Richard Monto

550 W Adams St Ste 900
Chicago, IL 60661

New Ulm Telecom, Inc.
Vicki Oetken, Reg

PO Box 697

27 N Minnesota St

New Ulm, MN 56073-0697

NewPath Networks, LLC
Michelle Salsbury,

c¢/o Crown Castle

2000 Corporate Drive
Canonsburg, PA 15317

Midwest Information Systems, Inc.
Mark Birkholz, Reg

Attn: Accounts Payable

150 Second Street SW

Perham, MN 56573

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe
Keith Modglin

43408 Oodena Dr.
Onamia, MN 56359

Minnesota Independent Equal Access Cor
Mary Buley

DBA ONVOY

300 S Highway 169, Ste 700
Minneapolis, MN 55426

Mitel NetSolutions, Inc.
Allison Dunmire

7300 W Boston St
Chandler, AZ 85226-3227

Moorhead Public Service (P)
Travis Schmidt, Gen Mgr
PO Box 779

500 Center Avenue 2nd floor
Moorhead, MN 56561-0779

Mustang Communications Corporation
Bob Weiss, Gen Mgr

27 N Minnesota Street

PO Box 697

New Ulm, MN 56073

Network Innovations, Inc.
Milan Saric

1101 W Lake St FL 6
Chicago, IL 60607-1647

New Edge Network, Inc. dba EarthLink Bu
Kathleen Beigh Shotsky, Mgr-Ext Aff

Ste 106

3000 Columbia House Blvd

Vancouver, WA 98661-2969

New Ulm Telecom, Inc.
Vicki Oetken, Reg

PO Box 697

27 N Minnesota St

New Ulm, MN 56073-0697

Nextera Communications, LLC
Greg Arvig

619 Maple Street

Brainerd, MN 56401-3605



NextG Networks of Illinois, Inc.
Robert A. Millar, Senior Reg. Council
890 Tasman Dr

Milpitas, CA 95035-7439

Nexus Communications, Inc dba Nexus-T
Steven Fenker, President

3629 Cleveland Ave Ste C

Columbus, OH 43224

Northern Iowa Telephone Company
Kent Westphal

PO Box 200

339, Ist Ave E

Sioux Center, IA 51250

NOS Communications Inc.
Jessica Renneker, Director
250 Pilot Rd., Suite 300
Las Vegas, NV 89119-3514

Onvoy, Inc.

Mary Buley, Director, External Relations
300 S Highway 169, Ste 700
Minneapolis, MN 55426

Osakis Telephone Company
Mark Birkholz

150 2nd St. SW

Pwerham, MN 56573

Pac-West Telecomm, Inc.
Dayne Garvin, Regulatory
4210 Coronado Ave Ste A
Stockton, CA 95204-2341

Park Region Mutual Telephone Co. - Coo
Dave Bickett

PO Box 277

100 Main St

Underwood, MN 56586-0277

Paul Bunyan Rural Telephone Coop
Paul Freude, Gen Mgr

1831 Anne Street NW

Bemidji, MN 56601-5660

PNG Telecommunications, Inc.
Dennis Packer, Gen Counsel
100 Commercial Dr

Fairfield, OH 45014-5556

Nextlink Wireless, LLC

David LaFrance, Regulatory
13865 Sunrise Valley Dr Ste 400
Herndon, VA 20171-6188

Northeast Service Cooperative
Paul Brinkman

5525 Emerald Ave

Mountain Iron, MN 55768

Northern Telephone Co.
R.G. Riddell, Owner
13448 County Rd 25
Wawina, MN 55736-2021]

0.U. Connection, Inc.

Curtis A Sampson, President
PO Box 697

27 N Minnesota St

New Ulm, MN 56073

OrbitCom, Inc.

Brad VanLeur

1701 N Louise Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57107

Otter Tail Telcom, LLC
David Bickett, GM/CEQ
PO Box 277

100 Main St
Underwood, MN 56586

PaeTec Communications, Inc.

Judy Messenger, Sr Mgr Public Policy & Re
600 Willowbrook Office Park

Fairport, NY 14450

Paul Bunyan Rural Telephone Coop
Paul Freude, Gen Mgr

1831 Anne Street NW

Bemidji, MN 56601-5660

Pine Island Telephone Company
Bob Weiss

PO BOX 697

New Ulm, MN 56073-0697

Polar Communications Mutual Aid Corpor
Shari Flanders, CFO

PO Box 270

Park River, ND 58270



POPP.com, Inc.

Karrie Willis, Regulatory
Ste 111

620 Mendelssohn Ave. N.
Golden Valley, MN 55427

Public Communications Services, Inc.
Brian Hackett, Regulatory Affairs
12021 Sunset Hills Rd Ste 100
Reston, VA 20190

QuantumShift Communications, Inc.
Jenna Brown

12657 Alcosta Blvd, Ste 418

San Ramon, CA 94583

Qwest Corporation
JoAnn Hanson

200 S 5TH ST STE 2200
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Red River Rural Telephone Association
Jeffrey J Olson, General Manager

510 Broadway

PO Box 136

Abercrombie, ND 58001-0136

Redwood County Telephone Company
Mark Birkholz

150 Second Street SW

Perham, MN 56573

Rothsay Telephone Company
Wayne Stowman, President
137 1st St NW

Rothsay, MN 56579

Runestone Telephone Association
Lee Maier

PO Box 336

Hoffman, MN 56339-0336

Scott-Rice Telephone Company
Catherine Murray, Mgr, Reg, Affairs
Integra Telecom

6160 Golden Hills Dr

Golden Valley, MN 55416-1020

SelecTel, Inc.

Matt O'Flaherty, President
1825 N Bell St

Freemont, NE 68025

Preferred Long Distance, Inc.
Keith Nussbaum, President
16830 Ventura Blvd Ste 350
Encino, CA 91436

Public Wireless, Inc.
Jennifer Haas

25 East Trimble Rd
San Jose, CA 95131

Qwest Communications Company, LLC
JoAnn Hanson

200 S 5th St Ste 2200

Minneapolis, MN 55402

Qwest Corporation
JoAnn Hanson

200 S 5TH ST STE 2200
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Redwood County Telephone Company
Mark Birkholz

150 Second Street SW

Perham, MN 56573

Reliant Communications, Inc.
Jennifer DePinto, Reg Mgr

801 International Pkwy Ste 500
Lake Mary, FL 32746

Runestone Telephone Association
Lee Maier

PO Box 336

Hoffman, MN 56339-0336

Sacred Heart Telephone Company
Bruce Hanson, Regulatory

227 South Main Street

PO Box 800

Clara City, MN 56222-0800

Securus Technologies, Inc.

Curtis Hopfinger, Director-Reg & Govn't
14651 Dallas Pkwy Ste 600

Dallas, TX 75254-8815

Sleepy Eye Telephone Co.

Bob Weiss, Manager & Vice President
PO Box 697

27 N Minnesota St

New Ulm, MN 56073



Sound Choice Communications, LLC
Eric James Osterberg, Officer

PO BOX 17010

Minneapolis, MN 55417

Southwest Minnesota Broadband Services
Keith Stubbe, Chair

PO Box 1006

Lakefield, MN 56150

Sprint Communications Company L. P.
Diane Browning, Attorney
KSOPHNO0212-2A511

6200 Sprint Pkwy

Overland Pk, KS 66251

Starbuck Telephone Company
Bruce Hanson, Regulatory
227 South Main Street

PO Box 800

Clara City, MN 56222-0800

Tekstar Communications, Inc.
David Schornack, General Manager
dbaArvig Communication Systems
150 2nd St. SW

Perham, MN 56573

Telephone Associates of Minnesota, Inc.
Kathy Conner

329 Grand Ave

Superior, WI 54880

Teleport Communications America, LLC
Wauneta Browne, Assist. VP L&GA
11425 W 146th St

Olathe, KS 66062

Telrite Corporation

Misty Drake

4113 Monticello St, Ste 330
Covington, GA 30014

Trans National Communications Internati
Stella Gnepp, Regulatory Affairs Specialist
2 Charlesgate W

Boston, MA 02215-3540

TW Telecom of Minnesota LLC

Pamela Sherwood, Vice President of Regul
4625 W 86th St Ste 500

Indianapolis, IN 46268

South Dakota Network, LLC
William P Heaston

2900 W 10th St

Sioux Falls, SD 57104-2543

Spring Grove Communications
Craig Otterness

166 West Main Street

Spring Grove, MN 55974

St. Olaf College

Craig Dunton, Director of Telecommunica
1520 St. Olaf Ave

Northfield, MN 55057-1098

SunGard NetWork Solutions Inc.
Thomas Quinn, Mgr Tax & Compliance
680 E Swedesford Rd

Wayne, PA 19087-1605

TeleCommunication Systems, Inc.
Kim Scovill

275 West St

Annapolis, MD 21401

Telephone Associates, Inc.
Joe Mattison, CFO

329 Grand Avenue
Superior, WI 54880

TeleQuality Communications, Inc.
Jeff Reynolds, President

16601 Blanco Rd Ste 207

San Antonio, TX 78232

The Peoples Telephone Co. of Bigfork
Mark Birkholz

150 2nd St. SW

Perham, MN 56573

TTM Operating Corporation, Inc.
Kurt C Maass

146 N Canal St Ste 210

Seattle, WA 98103-8652

Twin Valley-Ulen Telephone Co.
Mark Birkholz

150 2nd St SW

Perham, MN 56573



Upsala Cooperative Telephone Associatio
Lisa Braun

PO Box 277

Upsala, MN 56384

US Signal Company, L.L.C.
Katherine Barker Marshall
201 Ionia Ave SW

Grand Rapids, MI 49503

VAL-ED Joint Venture, LLP
Jennifer Rise

702 Main Ave

Moorhead, MN 56560

Velocity Telephone, Inc.
Jim Hickle

Ste 100

4050 Olson Memorial Hwy
Golden Valley, MN 55422

Verizon Select Services, Inc.
Eileen McWilliams, Regulatory
1717 Arch St., 4North
Philadelphia, PA 19103

West Central Telephone Assoc
Sheldon Sagedahl

308 Frontage Road

PO Box 304

Sebeka, MN 56477

Wholesale Carrier Services, Inc.
Rosa Clark

5471 N University Dr

Coral Springs, FL 33067-4634

Wikstrom Telephone Company
Curtiss Wikstrom

PO Box 217

212 S Main Street

Karlstad, MN 56732-0217

WiMacTel, Inc.

James MacKenzie, President & CEO
2225 E Bayshore Rd Ste 200

East Palo Alto, CA 94303-3220

Windstream EN-TEL,, LLC

Bill Garcia, VP, State Gvt Affairs
¢/o Windstream Communications
1800 Old Pecos Trl Ste J

Sante Fe, NM 87505

Upsala Cooperative Telephone Associatio
Lisa Braun

PO Box 277

Upsala, MN 56384

USLink, Inc. dba TDS METROCOM
Peter Healy

525 Junction Rd, Ste 6000

Madison, WI 53717

Valley Telephone Company
Dave Bickett

PO Box 277

100 Main St

Underwood, MN 56586

Velocity The Greatest Phone Company Ev
Chip Werner

7130 Spring Meadows W Dr

Holland, OH 43528

West Central Telephone Assoc
Sheldon Sagedahl

308 Frontage Road

PO Box 304

Sebeka, MN 56477

Western Telephone Co.
Vicki Oetken

c¢/o New Ulm Telecom Inc.
27 N. Minnesota St. Box 697
New Ulm, MN 56073-0697

Wikstrom Telephone Company
Curtiss Wikstrom

PO Box 217

212 S Main Street

Karlstad, MN 56732-0217

Wilderness Valley Telephone Co. Inc.
Robert Riddell

13488 Cty Rd 25

Wawina, MN 55736-2021

Windstream Direct, LLC

Bill Garcia, VP, State Govt Affairs
c/o Windstream Communications
1800 Old Pecos Trl Ste J

Santa Fe, NM 87505

Windstream KDL, Inc.

Bill Garcia, VP, State Govt Affairs
c/o Windstream Communications
1800 Old Pecos Trl Ste J

Sante Fe, NM 87505



Windstream Lakedale Link, Inc.
Bill Garcia, VP, Govt Affairs

¢/o Windstream Communications
1800 Old Pecos Trail Ste J

Sante Fe, NM 87505

Windstream Norlight, Inc.

Stephen Meradith, VP, State Govt Affairs
¢/o Windstream Communications

1440 M Street

Lincoln, NE 68508-2591

Windstream NTI, Inc.

Stephen Meradith, VP, State Govt Affairs
c/o Winstream Communications

1440 M Street

Lincoln, NE 68508-2591

Winnebago Coop. Telecom Assoc.
Terry Wegener, General Manager
704 East Main Street

Lake Mills, 1A 50450

Winthrop Telephone Company
Danny Busche, Office Mgr.
PO Box 310

318 2nd Ave E

Franklin, MN 55333-0310

Wolverton Telephone Company
Dave Dunning, Gen Mgr

PO Box 270

Park River, ND 58270-0270

Woodstock Telephone Company
Kenneth Knuth, President

337 Aetna St

Ruthton, MN 56170

XO Communications Services, LLC
Rex Knowles, Ex Dir Reg

13865 Sunrise Valley Dr

Herndon, VA 20171

YMax Communications Corp.
Peter Russo, CFO

PO Box 6785

West Palm Beach, FL 33405-6785

Zayo Group, LLC

Peter Chevalier, Counsel

400 Centennial Pkwy Ste 200
Louisville, CO 80027-1210

Windstream Lakedale, Inc.

Bill Garcia, VP, Gvt Affairs

c/o Windstream Communications
1800 Old Pecos Trail Ste J

Sante Fe, NM 87505

Windstream Northstar, LLC
Stephen Meradith, VP, Govt Affairs
¢/o Windstream Communications
1440 M street

Lincoln, NE 68508-2591

Winnebago Coop. Telecom Assoc.
Terry Wegener, General Manager
704 East Main Street

Lake Mills, 1A 50450

Winsted Telephone Company

Jean M Pauk, External Relations Manager,
TDS Telecom

525 Junction Rd

Madison, WI 53717

Wisconsin Independent Network, LLC
Scott A Hoffmann, CEO

800 Wisconsin St

Bldg D02 Ste 219 Mailbox 107

Eau Claire, WI 54703

Woodstock Telephone Company
Kenneth Knuth, President

337 Aetna St

Ruthton, MN 56170

Worldview Video Relay Service, LLC dba W

Johnny Michael, President
3832 Dunbar Court
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443-1975

Yestel USA, Inc.

Jennifer Ong, Fin Controller
411 E Huntington Drive ste 205
Arcadia, CA 91006

Zayo Enterprise Networks, LLC
Peter Chevalier, General Counsel
400 Centennial Pkwy Ste 200
Louisville, CO 80027-1210

Zone Telecom, LLC

Joseph O'Hara, CFO & Treasurer
3130 Pleasant Run

Springfield, IL 62711



Zumbrota Telephone Company
Bruce Hanson, Regulatory

1700 Technology Drive, Ste 100
Willmar, MN 56201
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