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BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
 

 

Katie J. Sieben Chair 

Hwikwon Ham Commissioner 

Valerie Means Commissioner 

Joseph K. Sullivan Commissioner 

John A. Tuma Commissioner 

  

  
   

 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Xcel 
Energy for a Certificate of Need and Route 
Permit for the Mankato to Mississippi River 
345 kV Transmission Line Project in 
Southeast Minnesota 
 
 

ISSUE DATE: October 9, 2024 
 
DOCKET NO. E-002/CN-22-532 
 
DOCKET NO. E-002/TL-23-157 
 
ORDER ADDING ALTERNATIVE TO 
SCOPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

 

On April 2, 2024, Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy (Xcel), filed 

a joint application for a Certificate of Need (CN) and route permit for the  

Mankato-Mississippi River Transmission Project (the Project). 

 

On June 26, 2024, the Commission issued an order accepting the applications as complete and 

establishing procedural requirements. The order also approved combined environmental review 

of the CN and route permit applications, including preparation of an Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) in lieu of an environmental report.  

 

On July 3, 2024, Xcel filed comments regarding the scope of the EIS. 

 

Between July 8 and July 10, 2024, public information and EIS scoping meetings were held in 

each of the following cities: Mankato, Waterville, Faribault, Pine Island, and Kellogg. Two 

online public information and environmental impact statement scoping meetings were held on 

July 11, 2024.  

 

By August 1, 2024, the Commission received comments on the scope of the EIS from the Prehn 

Family and NoCapX 2020, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the Department of 

Transportation (MnDOT), and Citizens for Environmental Rights & Safety. The Department of 

Commerce Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) also filed several public 

comments it received, including comments from tribal nations, local government units, state 

agencies, and federal agencies. 

 

On August 28, 2024, Xcel filed reply comments. 
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On September 19, 2024, EERA filed reply comments and recommendations.  

 

On October 3, 2024, the matter came before the Commission. 

 

 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

 

The Project includes four segments and is part of a series of long-range transmission projects that 

were studied and approved by the Midcontinent Independent Systems Operator, Inc. (MISO) in 

an effort to address loading and congestion issues on the existing 345 kV transmission system 

across southern Minnesota and Wisconsin.  

 

When a high voltage transmission line project is reviewed under the full permitting process, 

EERA prepares an EIS on the project under Minn. R. 7850.2500. EERA uses public meetings 

and comments to develop the scope of the EIS, including alternatives that will be analyzed. The 

Commission may also identify alternative routes to be studied in the EIS under Minn. Stat. 

§ 216E.03, subd. 5. 

 

Based on the public meetings and public comments it received, EERA identified 17 route 

alternatives and three system alternatives for study in the EIS.  

 

By the time the Commission met to discuss the scope of the EIS, the parties were in agreement 

that the system and route alternatives EERA recommended in its September 19, 2024 comments 

should be adopted.  

 

The Commission agrees with the parties and will adopt EERA’s recommended system and route 

alternatives. After discussion with the parties, the Commission will also exercise its statutory 

authority to add one additional route expansion for study in the EIS, as described in the relevant 

ordering paragraph below. 

 

 

ORDER 

 

1. The Commission adopts the system alternatives recommend by EERA for inclusion in the 

EIS scope. 

 

2. The Commission adopts the route alternatives recommended by EERA for inclusion in 

the EIS scope. 

 

3. The following route expansion shall also be included in the scope of the EIS: 

 

Expand Route Segment 9 from EERA’s September 19, 2024 comments by also studying 

a continuation of a straight line Southwest of that proposed alternative from the point 

where that proposed alternative turns West to reconnect with Route Option 1 such that 

the line would continue straight to connect with 230th St. W. to the south where it would 

then turn West to reconnect with Route Option 1. Thus, moving the line further away 

from Cannon Lake. 
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4. This order shall become effective immediately. 

 

 BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

 

 

 

 

 Will Seuffert 

 Executive Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document can be made available in alternative formats (e.g., large print or audio) by calling 

651.296.0406 (voice). Persons with hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 

Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance. 

mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
wseuffer
Seuffert



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 

I, Mai Choua Xiong, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of 

the following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 

list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same 

enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 

 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

ORDER ADDING ALTERNATIVE TO SCOPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

Docket Number E-002/CN-22-532; E-002/TL-23-157 

Dated this 9th day of October, 2024 

 

 

 

/s/ Mai Choua Xiong 
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Sioux Community

2300 Tiwahe Circle
										
										Shakopee,
										MN
										55379
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Caren Warner caren.warner@state.mn.us Department of Commerce 85 7th Place East Suite
280
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55101-2198
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Luke Warnsholz lwarnsholz@boisforte-
nsn.gov

Bois Forte Band of
Chippewa

Bois Forte Tribal
Government
										5344 Lakeshore Drive
										Nett Lake,
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Minnesota Department of
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Elizabeth Wefel eawefel@flaherty-
hood.com

Flaherty & Hood, P.A. 525 Park St Ste 470
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55103

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_22-532_Official
CC Service List

Heather Westra heather.westra@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089
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Alan Whipple sa.property@state.mn.us Minnesota Department Of
Revenue

Property Tax Division
										600 N. Robert Street
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551463340
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Noah White noah.white@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089
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Steve White steve.white@llojibwe.net Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Drive NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633
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Deanna White mncwa@cleanwater.org Clean Water Action &
Water Fund of MN

330 S 2nd Ave Ste 420
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401
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Cody Whitebear cody.whitebear@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089
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Mike Wilson Mike.Wilson@millelacsban
d.com

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Dr
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Virgil Wind virgil.wind@millelacsband.c
om

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Drive
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										MN
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Joseph Windler jwindler@winthrop.com Winthrop & Weinstine 225 South Sixth Street,
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										Minneapolis,
										MN
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Jonathan Wolfgram Jonathan.Wolfgram@state.
mn.us

Office of Pipeline Safety 445 Minnesota St Ste 147
										
										Woodbury,
										MN
										55125
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Laurie York laurie.york@whiteearth-
nsn.gov

White Earth Reservation
Business Committee

PO Box 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56591
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Ian Young ianyoung@fdlband.org Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road
										
										Cloquet,
										MN
										55720
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Kurt Zimmerman kwz@ibew160.org Local Union #160, IBEW 2909 Anthony Ln
										
										St Anthony Village,
										MN
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Patrick Zomer Pat.Zomer@lawmoss.com Moss & Barnett PA 150 S 5th St #1200
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
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