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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
Issued: July 17, 2023  

 
In the Matter of CenterPoint Energy’s Natural Gas Innovation Plan 
 
PUC Docket Number(s):  G-008/M-23-215 

 
Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes November 3, 2023 at 4:30pm 

   Reply comment period closes January 12, 2024 at 4:30pm 

   Supplemental comment period closes February 2, 2024 at 4:30pm 

 
Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not 
be considered by the Commission. 

 
If parties believe that CenterPoint Energy’s filing is incomplete based on the reporting 
requirements described in Minn. Stat. § 216B.2427, including those for a utility’s “first innovation 
plan”, and those established by the Commission’s June 1, 2022 and September 12, 2022 Orders in 
Docket No. G-999/CI-21-566, or that the Commission’s standard informal proceeding would not be 
appropriate,1 please submit those comments by Friday, September 15, 2023.2 
 
Issue: Should the Commission approve, reject, or modify CenterPoint Energy’s 2023 Natural Gas 

Innovation Plan? 
 

 
Topic(s) Open for Comment:   

• Should the Commission approve, reject, or modify CenterPoint Energy’s 2023 Natural Gas 
Innovation Plan (2023 NGIA Plan)? 

• Should the Commission grant CenterPoint Energy’s request to spend up to 25 percent 
more than budgeted for pilots with higher-than-expected expenditures without seeking 
additional approval from the Commission, provided the increase does not cause the plan, 
as a whole, to exceed its statutory cost cap or fail to satisfy any other statutory 
requirements? 

 
1 See Minn. Rules 7829.1200. 
2 Unless the warranted by comments received on September 15, 2023, the Commission does not intend to hear this 
matter before completion of the entire comment period. 
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• Should the Commission approve CenterPoint Energy’s plan for recovering the costs 
associated with its 2023 NGIA plan, including the requested variance to Minn. R. 
7825.2400? 

• Should the Commission approve CenterPoint Energy’s proposed cost-effectiveness 
objectives?  

• Should the Commission grant CenterPoint Energy’s request to increase the statutory 
budget cap for the Company’s next NGIA plan, as permitted by Minn. Stat. § 216B.2427, 
subd. 3(c) & (d), under the condition that “a majority” of the approved cost-effectiveness 
objectives are achieved?   

• Should the Commission approve CenterPoint Energy’s proposed plan for filing its annual 
status reports? 

• Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 
 
 
Background 
On June 28, 2023, CenterPoint Energy filed its first Natural Gas Innovation Plan pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. § 216B.2427, otherwise known as the Natural Gas Innovation Act (NGIA).3 NGIA allows 
natural gas utilities to file, for Commission approval, innovation plans for the development or 
provision of innovative resources that will contribute to achieving the state’s greenhouse gas and 
renewable energy goals. It is the goal of the state of Minnesota that, through NGIA, utilities 
reduce the overall amount of natural gas produced from conventional geologic sources delivered 
to customers. CenterPoint’s proposed plan includes 18 pilot projects and seven research and 
development projects that would result in the deployment of up to seven of the eight innovative 
resources identified by the NGIA.  
 
Minn. Stat. § 216B.2427 Subd.2.(b) requires the Commission to approve, modify, or reject an 
innovation plan and prevents the Commission from approving an innovation plan unless several 
criteria are met.4 Additionally, Minn. Stat. § 216B.2427, subd.2(d) and subd.3 describe additional 
situations in which the Commission could not approve a utility’s innovation plan.  
 
Innovation plans must utilize Commission-adopted frameworks for comparing the lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions of various innovative resources and for the cost-benefit analysis applied 
to the innovative resources and innovation plan. The Commission-adopted frameworks can be 
found within the Commission’s Orders in Docket No. G-999/CI-21-566. The same Orders set 
additional reporting requirements for utilities’ innovation plans that must be met for a plan to 
receive Commission approval. 
 
Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to efile documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties, 
participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling at: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling 

 
3 https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216B.2427  
4 See Minn. Stat. § 216B.2427 Subd.2.(b).(1-8) 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216B.2427
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Submit Public Comments: 

Online:            https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/, and follow the instructions. 

Email:              consumer.puc@state.mn.us 

U.S. Mail:        Consumer Affairs Office 
                          Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
                          121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
                          St. Paul MN  55101  
Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this matter on the Commission’s website at: 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets Project Database, enter the year (23) and the docket 
number (215), and select Search. 

Subscribe: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter visit: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff, 
Trey Harsch, at trey.harsch@state.mn.us or 651-201-2232. 
 
Change your mailing preferences:  Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 651-
201-2246. 
 

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice).  
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications 
Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  

https://mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments/
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
mailto:trey.harsch@state.mn.us
mailto:docketing.puc@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Robin Benson, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the 
same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Docket Number: E-999/CI-23-215 
 
Dated this 17th day of July, 2023 
 
 
 
 
/s/ Robin Benson 
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