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MR. JACQUES HARVI EUX: Good evening. M
nane i s Jacques Harvieux. | amthe | ead advisory
staff nenber fromthe Commi ssion here. Tonight is
the first public neeting for the Cottage G ove BESS
project; tonmorrow night will be a virtual neeting,
both with the sane format as well. The docket
nunber for the project is ESS-26-184. Pl ease send
t hat docket nunber with you in any correspondence
you send t he Conmm ssi on.

The agenda for tonight's neeting is we
wll go over an introduction of the M nnesota Public
Uilities Comm ssion by nyself, and then we will go
to a description of the proposed project by the
Applicant. And then we will go through a review of
the permt application review process by ny
counterpart here, and then we will end with
questions and connents.

Meeting ground rul es: Please be
respectful of others, including presenters and
commenters. W want to hear from everyone who wants
to comment today. Take turns conmmenting, one person
at a tine. The court reporter is here to record the
nmeeti ng, including each person's comments, to help
t he Conmm ssion make an infornmed deci sion.

The purpose of today's neeting is to
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receive public input and to conpile a record for the
Conmi ssion's permt decision. Wat you can do is
ask State staff about the review process and ask the
Appl i cant about the proposed project. You can al so
comrent, share your oral or witten comments,

i ncl udi ng your thoughts on the project, additional

i nformati on needs, and possible permt conditions.

The M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion
is an inpartial decision-nmaking body charged with
carrying out the permtting process of the facility,
maki ng the final decision regarding the
application's permt, and managing the facility's
conpl i ance from construction through operati on.

The M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion
al so reqgul ates electric, natural gas, and |andline
tel ephone utilities; sets rates and service
standards for investor-owned utilities; issues site
and route permts, which includes power plants,
natural gas, wind and solar, battery energy storage,
hi gh-vol tage transm ssion |ines, and certain
pi pelines. The Conmm ssion consists of five
Comm ssi oners, who are appoi nted by the Governor,
and who decide on permts, rates, and other utility
matters.

The antici pated and tentative schedul e
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for this application is here. W are currently here
at the public informati on neetings. W have a
comrent period that closes on July 20th. From
there, the Comm ssion will issue a draft route
permt and decide on the need for an environnental
assessnment addendum and t he scope of the
envi ronnental report.

From here, we will go to the description
of the proposed project by the Applicant.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Thank you so rmnuch.

Thank you, everybody here. M nane is
Konnar Klinksiek. [|I'ma representative of the
owner/operator of the Cottage Gove thermal facility
and the proposed battery energy storage devel opnent.

Next sli de.

There's three parties working on this
project. Fredrikson represents our |egal counsel,
and then Westwood is the engineering firm W have

representatives fromboth of themtoday here with

us.

Thank you guys for joining.

So alittle bit of background on Panam nt
Capital. Panamnt is an energy redevel opnent firm

We go out and we acquire | egacy thermal assets that

are somewhat towards the end of their life cycle,
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and then we either redevel op those, naybe
deconm ssi on and replace with renewabl es, or

soneti nes co-locate with renewabl e energy projects.
This is to, kind of, extend the life of existing
assets and hel p pronote energy resiliency throughout
the comunities.

So the project here is | ocated or
co-l ocated with our existing conbi ned-cycl e power
plants. It is just north of the existing 3M
manuf acturing facility and then south of 61.

This map shows a little bit better here.
So in the bolded area is our conbi ned-cycl e power
plants, and then in that red section there is where
the batteries will be going. W should have sone
cl oser-up pictures.

So just a brief background on how t hese
systens work thenselves. So to the left here,
you'll see the BESS enclosure. 1|It's about the size
of a storage container, one of those big shipping
containers that you would see on just any given, you
know, shipping facility. And so we store power in
those DC blocks. It will then be converted into --
or fromDC electric to AC electric, which is
alternating current, and then it wll be stepped up

in voltage to either go onto the grid or off the
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grid.

So the storage happens on the left side
of the screen here, and then the -- stepping up the
electricity to the proper voltage to get onto the
transm ssi on grid happens on the right side through
our nedi umvol tage transforners.

So the system size is going to be around
80 negawatts. It's a four-hour systemitself. So
it wll charge over a period of four hours and
di scharge over the period of four hours. So that
80 negawatts is just a naneplate capacity, and the
actual storage wll be able to hold 320-negawatt
hour s.

W have contracted a power purchase
agreenent, or PPA, with Xcel or Northern States
Power, the regional transm ssion owner here in
Cottage G ove. That should start after the, |
guess, conpletion of the project on June 1st of
2028, and wll go for -- roughly 20 years is the
life of the project.

We' re wor ki ng through our interconnection
right nowwith M SO and we're currently in the DPP
2022 study cycle. And so we're expecting to get our
i nterconnection application for the project in April

of 2027.
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It should take up around three and a half
acres.

You' re good, you can go ahead.

And currently we're working to finalize
t he equi pnent itself. The battery units thensel ves,
currently specified as Sungrow El ectronics and
Sungrow Anericas, but that is subject to change.

And here is our layout. It mght be
hel pful to wal k you guys through. So this is
oriented north to south, and the access to the power
pl ant comes off of the north here. So we'll share
the access wth the existing power plant. And the
battery locations are these blue to |Iight blue boxes
you see here on the screen, |ocated west of the
existing facility and then north of the existing
facility.

We're planning on building, | guess, a
smal|l road or attachnent fromthe northwest here to
wap around and nmeet the rest of the road to fully
encircle the conbi ned-cycle and the battery project
here to ensure access fromall given |ocations.

We're planning to run our DC cables, kind
of, going fromthe northeast here down to the
sout hwestern portion of the project, and then into

this blue box, which will be our substation. And
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the substation will have a high-voltage circuit
breaker in there, main power transforner to, yeah,
ensure -- or just redundancy, and to step up the
power, once again, to the interconnection voltage of
115- kV.

Next, we have a few different inmages of

the project that our engineering firm Wstwood,

hel ped us put together. It just helps to have a
vi sual representati on of what these units will | ook
| i ke and where they will be going in relation to the

exi sting power plant.
So this one right here is kind of from
the north | ooki ng down upon the project, maybe
|l ooking a little nore north -- or sorry, southeast.
We have sone fromthe cardinal directions com ng up.
Here we have, the top one, this is
| ooking north at the project. |It's alittle hard to
see here where these units are, and it may actually
help if | stand up here, but you can see these
battery units are these little boxes here in
relation to the power plants. They' re sonewhat hard
to see fromthese renderings. And then | ooking
south, the sanme thing, they will be here on the
bott om ri ght - hand si de.

Next, we have | ooking east at the project

Janet R. Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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itself. So these rectangles you see along the
bottomline here are the units thensel ves. And
then, lastly, |ooking west at the project, you can
see themright here in this small section.

Whien it cones to fire safety, our chosen
battery units thenselves wll adhere to all nationa
fire codes. Qur SCADA systens, which is the
supervi sory control and data acquisition, they're
the ones that are constantly nonitoring the battery
units thenmsel ves. They have a 24/ 7 approach, and
they will identify and isolate any, | guess, faults
that happen in the battery systens. And, then,
| astly, we are |looking to do a conpl ete hazard
mtigation report and plan to have it in place
before the battery is constructed.

Lastly, this is just a slide on our
conti nuous invol venent with the community. W're
pl anning to have in place a conmunity benefits pl an.
We' ve been enpl oyi ng people at the power plant from
1997. W sell steamcurrently to the 3Mfacility,
which is just south of the conbi ned-cycle power
plant. It's just a short wal k away.

And we're planning to pay approxi mately
$3.8 million worth of property taxes over -- to the

city of Cottage Grove over the 25-year life cycle of
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the project. W're |ooking at 150 jobs during the
peak construction, and as part of our power purchase
agreenent, we elected to -- to hire craftsmanship
wor kers under a coll ective bargai ni ng agreenent with
North America's Building Trades Union.

So, yeah, | guess we can go to the next
slide here.

W have a nunber of conpleted
environnental studies. These are all highlighted in
the permt application itself, and we go into
additional details there. These are just |listed out
for anybody who would |like to see them

And then, lastly, this was our estinmated
timeline of the project itself. You'll notice down
here at the very bottomis when we woul d expect to
be conpleted with the project; it's June 1lst of
2028. Construction could start anywhere in the
begi nni ng of 2027 to, kind of, the mddle of 2027.

Yeah. 1'd be happy to answer any and all
questions you have and take public coment.

MS. JESSI CA LI VI NGSTON:  Thank you.

All right. | will be the last person to
present to you today before we open it up for public
comment. So nmy nane is Jessica Livingston, and I am

t he environnental review nanager with the Public
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Uilities Conm ssion for the Cottage G ove BESS
project. So ny job is to talk to you a little bit
about what the Conmission's role is when it cones to
considering different hunman and environnent al

i npacts for the project.

So for this project, the consider -- the
Commi ssion wll consider a couple different things,
whi ch i1 nclude potential human and environnent al
i mpacts, which can include things such as noi se,
public health, or public services. They will also
consi der ways to potentially reduce those i npacts.
That can include avoiding, mnimzing, or mtigating
the potential inpacts.

The Conmm ssion wll also consider
standard and special permt conditions that can be
included within the site permt that can mtigate
i npacts, as well as understandi ng of the conpl aint
process, to nmake sure that people fromthe public
can be involved throughout the |life of the permt.

So a summary of what a draft permt is,
that's sonething that the Conm ssion issues that's
specific to the site permt that it's devel oped for.
So at the front table we have an exanpl e sanpl e
permt that has all the standard permt conditions

for a battery energy storage systemto date. Wat
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we can do with this permt is develop it so it's
specific for this project and any inpacts that you
all have concerns about.

So as we hear fromyou today, the
Conmmi ssion will consider special permt conditions
based on staff review, as well as public input that
could potentially address and mtigate sone of the
envi ronnental inpacts that m ght occur because of
t he project.

Now, just to note, a draft permt does
not allow applicants to construct the project.
Rather, it gives a nore clear description of what
could be included in a final permt if the
Conmmi ssion decides to permt the project. W'l

provide a notice of the draft permt and take

comment on it once it's developed at a future public

hearing in Septenber of this year.

So just to give a little visual on the
steps for the Comm ssion's review of the permt
process, so today we are here at the sanple permt
stage, which | said is at the front table here.
Next, we'll be developing the draft permt, which
wll include things that were identified by you al
at the neeting tonight, as well as identified by

staff through our review of the environmental
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assessnent that's been provided for the docket. And
then, finally, the Comm ssion will decide on a final
permt for this project noving forward.

For this project, applications nust
i ncl ude an environnental assessnent that contains
any information on potential human and environnent al
i npacts that may be associated with
constructing/ operating the project, and potenti al
ways to mtigate any identified inmpacts. For this
project, the environnental assessnent is included in
Section 6 of the application, and we al so have
physi cal copies of that in the back of the room
today as wel | .

What we're here to hear from you today
is, are there any potential human and environnent al
i npacts or uni que characteristics that may be
m ssing fromthe application; are there any
mtigation neasures that require further eval uation
in the application; and are there any ot her
alternative sites that shoul d be consi dered that
could potentially mtigate inpacts associated wth
t he project?

So just a rem nder on what the topics for
comment are today. | have a witten public coment

sheet at the front that al so includes this. The

Janet R. Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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Conmm ssion wll be considering comments on, are
there any potential human and environmental i npacts,
uni que characteristics, or mtigation neasures for
t he proposed project that need further devel opnent
in the environnental assessnment, and if there needs
to be an environnental assessnent addendum t hat
i ncl udes addi tional information about these
potential i npacts.

We al so consider if there are practi cal
nmethods to mninmze, mtigate, or avoid potenti al
i npacts that the Comm ssion should consider as a
part of the draft permt. So that can be specific
things related to the site. |If there's wildlife you
know of in the area, if you want specific
protections for certain environnental resources,
that's sonething that the Conm ssion will consider
as a special condition that could be included in a
draft permt. W wll also consider if there are
any alternative sites that should be considered to
mtigate potential inpacts associated wth the
pr oj ect .

So noving forward, based on the
i nformation coll ected today, including your
coments, as well as all information filed into the

public record, the Comm ssion wll be nmaking two
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prelimnary decisions that will happen before a
decision on the permt is made.

First, they will decide if an
envi ronnent al assessnent addendum i s necessary for
this project. So like | said, if there's anything
that relates to hunan and environnental inpacts,
uni que characteristics, or mtigation neasures for
this potential project that needs to be added to the
current docunent, that is sonething the Comm ssion
wll want to consider

In addition, the Conmm ssion will be
considering conditions that can be included in the
draft permt. So that can be special things |ike
protections for |ocal species or environnental
resources that you all think should be inportant to
include in a final permt.

Before the decision is nade by the
Conmm ssion, there will be another public hearing
that determ nes what the draft permt conditions
w |l be.

And then, finally, before opening it up
for public comment today, |'mjust going to go
t hrough the different ways that you can comment. So
we wll have a court reporter here docunenting

verbal coments at today's neeting. W also have a
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comment sheet provided at the front table that you

can either fill out today and just hand it right to
me and I will file that in the docket, or you can
mail it. M address is listed on the back. You

just need to add postage on it, send it in the mail,
and I wll receive it that way as wel|.

We al so have an open public coment
docunent available online. |If you go to
MN. gov/ PUC/ get -i nvol ved/ publ i c-comments, there's a
Filing a Conmment tab. That lets you submt a
comrent and it goes right to us. You can al so send
a comment to ne via enail and mail. M enuil
address and office address are incl uded.

So a rem nder before we open it up for
public comrent, | just wanted to do an overvi ew of
comenting etiquette. Since we all took tinme out of
our day to be here, we want to nake sure that
everybody has the opportunity to get their voice
heard. So we will do one speaker at a tine, and
bef ore you speak, we just ask that you state and
spell your full nane for the court reporter so your
comrent is captured within the record of this
docunent .

Al so, please |imt coments to a few

mnutes. |If you have a | ong comment that's going to

Janet R. Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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take a while, you can al ways cone back once
everyone's had the chance to speak, but we just want
to make sure that everyone has the opportunity to
commrent today. And then, as always, just maintain
respect for others as you are providi ng your
comrent .

So I'"'mjust going to | eave up the topics
for comment as a remnder. W wll be collecting
comrents on potential human and environnent al
i npacts, unique characteristics, or mtigation
nmeasures for the proposed project that need further
devel opnent in an EA addendum We'Il| be collecting
comments on practical nethods to mnimze, mtigate,
or avoid potential inpacts, and then if there are
any alternative sites that should be considered to
mtigate potential inpacts for the project.

| will now open it up and see if anybody

wants to cone up for a public comment.

M5. BONNIE MATTER: | have a public
comment. | have a public comment.
MS. JESSI CA LIVINGSTON: | can hand you

t he m crophone.
MS5. BONNIE MATTER: No, that's fine.
That's fine. | can go up there, | don't care. And

so when you want nme to sit down and we can go on
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W th other persons -- you know, people who want to
ask, then do that.

So t hanks. Hi . | " m Bonni e Matter,
MA-T-T-E-R. Thank you very nuch.

So as you noved t hrough that
present ati on, one question, what is a DPP?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: DPP?

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Yeah.

MR. KONNAR KLINKSIEK: It's a point of
delivery. So whenever we ship in batteries,
there'll be delivered DPP, which is delivered to the
site.

MS. BONNIE MATTER. So DPP, delivery --

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: l'msorry, | do
not have the acronymoff the top of ny head. |
apol ogi ze.

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Ckay. No, that's --
don't apol ogi ze.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yeah, so whenever
we're shipping the batteries, there'll Dbe
del i vered --

MS5. BONNI E MATTER: Ckay - -

MR, KONNAR KLINKSIEK:  -- I'msorry --

M5. BONNIE MATTER: -- in relation to

i nt erconnecti on?
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M5. BONNIE MATTER -- no, you had it up
on the -- it was in one of the slides.
MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: | just want to

make sure | have exactly what we're | ooking at here.

MS5. BONNIE MATTER: OCh, that was it. Go
up. Please go forward -- or back. There, the
project is in the DPP --

MR. KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: Ckay. Wonderful,
forget the delivery.

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Ckay.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: Sorry. And
whenever we're delivering the batteries to the site,
DPP is delivering themto the site itself.

For this, this is MSO s interconnection
process. So they have a study cycle process for any
project that wants to i nterconnect to the M SO gri d.
They're the M dcontinent | ndependent System
Oper at or.

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Yeah.

MR KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: Okay. So they
operate in a nunber of states across the country,
and, essentially, they have one big electrical grid.
So whenever we want to apply to interconnect our
project to the grid, they put us into one of these

study cycles. DPP is definitive planning phase.
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MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Ckay. Definitive
pl anni ng, thank you.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSIEK:  And we are in the
2022 cycle, so DPP 2022.

M5. BONNIE MATTER: |I'mjust trying to
get ny mind around the terns.

So Westwood is over here. H . So do you
represent -- who do you represent exactly? Are you
representing? ElIP?

MR. Al DAN OLDENBURG. W& were hired by
Panami nt to work on sone environnental studies, the
engi neering, and sonme of the permtting work.

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Ckay. But | al so
noticed that you work with the other battery storage
systens, too.

MR. Al DAN OLDENBURG. W& work on a | ot of
proj ects throughout the state, yes.

M5. BONNI E MATTER  Ckay, okay. So
you're real famliar with then?

MR. Al DAN CLDENBURG  Yeah.

MS. BONNIE MATTER. Great. Then, one of
the questions | would have about that then, if
you're real famliar with those projects and the PUC
is famliar with the projects now because you' ve

been | ooking at plenty of them you would have an
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idea of things that need to be added to any permt,
right? As these cone up, you're adding thenm as you
find out about them you're adding thenf

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: So, the sanple
permt we provided today is specifically for energy
storage systens, and essentially what the sanple
permt is, is the conditions that we have found as a
State agency that should be standardi zed in every
permt. \Were we start adding themis where we get
to the draft permt, and then when we get to the

final permt |evel.

M5. BONNI E MATTER Ckay. |'msorry.
Because you guys know stuff inside and out, |I'm
still trying to catch up.

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: Sur e.

M5. BONNIE MATTER: So you sai d, which
permt level? You said --

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: So where we're at
right nowis --

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Ch, | know where
you're at.

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: -- at the scoping
meet i ng.

M5. BONNI E MATTER  Yeah, yeah.

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: And so from here,
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we'll devel op what's considered a draft permt, and
that will -- and then we will -- the Conmm ssion w ||
deci de upon that permt.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Okay, okay.

MS. JESSI CA LI VINGSTON: So right now the
sanple permt, that has all itenms that relate to
just general battery storage, and then we can add
stuff either through identification of the
environnental assessnment or if there's sonething
that's brought up today, that can be added to the
draft permt |ater.

M5. BONNIE MATTER O things that you're
finding out as you nove through sone of these other
battery energy storage systens, correct?

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: Sur e. I nmean,
that's -- those are decisions that are nade by
peopl e that are a higher |evel than both Jessica and
. And it would take -- and it would obviously take
goi ng through those processes to | earn what those
specific things are, right? So these are still
very, very new facilities.

M5. BONNIE MATTER. Right. Very, very
new, yeah.

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: So to nake a

deci sion on specifically what should be standardi zed
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at this point, I don't think we have many exanpl es
of what those would specifically be right now.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Ri ght, but you have a
subj ect natter expert here and they're involved in
every single one of them because |'ve been wat chi ng
t hem cone t hr ough.

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX:  Sure.

M5. BONNI E MATTER So you guys know.

MS. JESSI CA LI VI NGSTON:  Yeah. So, so
far they have provided an assessnent within the
application that includes sone of the environnmental
i npacts that have been identified for this project.
So if there's sonething related to that that we
t hink needs to be included as a special condition,

t hat woul d be sonething that the PUC consi ders.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Okay, so that hel ps.

Now, again, you want -- let nme know if
you want nme to stop asking because, | nean, | have
questi ons.

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: No, go for it.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Keep goi ng?

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX:  Yeah.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Okay. As far as the
battery size, | would assune -- |I'll nake an
assunption, |ike each conponent made up of four
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batteries would be Iike the size of a semtrailer?

MR. KONNAR KLINKSIEK: A little bit
smal |l er than that, yes. Actually, | don't know if
we have the di nensi ons on here.

M5. BONNI E MATTER: Because the slide is
alittle m sl eading.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yeah, so there is
no -- we should have put a picture of sonebody up
there. They're roughly the size of a storage
container. So if you see a shipping unit out there,
that's the best way to relate to that.

M5. BONNI E MATTER Ckay. So, how many
of those shipping containers?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: I think we're at
79 now.

M5. BONNI E MATTER Is that with the
augnent ati on?

MR. KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yes, it is
hi ghlighted in our application. I'msorry, | don't
have those nunbers off the top of nmy head, but |
believe we're around 80 wth the augnentati on.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: 80 of the trailers?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yes.

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Yeah, okay. And

that's cl ose enough. GCkay. That answers that
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questi on.

The SCADA (different pronunciation),
SCADA.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yes, ma' am

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Okay. So is Panam nt
responsi ble for having that on the site, or is that
Cottage G ove? Wwo takes care of that?

MR. KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  So we w |l install
those as part of our system So they'll be
integrated into the battery systemitself, and so it
wll report to us, as well as Xcel.

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Ckay.

MR. KONNAR KLINKSIEK: So it wll keep
everybody aware of when the batteries are charging,
di scharging. Xcel will have control over that
chargi ng, discharging, and the data is, yes,
avai | abl e.

M5. BONNIE MATTER: But you'll own them
the city doesn't own those?

MR. KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yes, that is
correct.

M5. BONNIE MATTER: Okay. So they're not
responsi bl e for taking care of that.

Ckay. And how do you communi cate to the

city if there is -- sonething happens?
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MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: | believe that
woul d just be through a 911 call.

M5. BONNI E MATTER: 911 call, okay.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yes. \Wenever one
of these thernal runaway events happen, the proper
authorities will be contacted.

M5. BONNI E MATTER  Ckay. Excuse ne, |et
me see ny questions. So if we don't know the -- if
we don't know -- if you don't know the type of
battery yet, how do you know what to mitigate for
ri sks?

MR. KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: So right now we're
pl anni ng on using the Sungrow PowerTitan 2.0, is the
full nanme of the battery systemitself. So we're
running all of our plans off of that.

MS5. BONNIE MATTER: A lithiunf

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yes, it's a
[ithiumiron phosphate system and so those neet all
the national fire codes. And we're working with
Xcel to ensure that we neet all of their
requi rements, as well as the M SO requirenents, and
so those systens do neet those.

MS5. BONNI E MATTER: Ckay. So the biggest
concern that | have -- and | shared this wth you

earlier -- is |I'mconcerned about protecting people,
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okay, our fire people. | nean, because it sounds
i ke when these thermal runaways happen -- and God
hopes that they never ever do, but when they do,
it's -- it's not a typical fire that they show up
at. So it's inportant that those people are
protected, that they know what they need to do to
protect thensel ves, et cetera.

And then, also, the proximty to the
county road -- our new -- this new road we're
building -- 100th Street -- and al so that Langdon
Village, to nmake sure that everything is okay. |
mean, | don't know, when one of these things gets
out of control, how much room do they need? You
know, | don't know.

So -- and I'msure you can tell us what
that is, right?

Ckay. And howis it -- howis it
controll ed; what do they do? It's not water, they
have to have a special -- what?

MR. KONNAR KLINKSIEK: So in the battery
systens thensel ves, they have fire suppression
units, as well as the SCADA systens for alerting the
proper authorities that a thermal event or a fault
occurs. After that, we've been in conversations

wth the fire departnent here at the city of Cottage
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G ove, nade them aware of the project, and asked to
see if they had any concerns on that front. |
beli eve they wanted to see sone flow rates for
the existing fire hydrants that we have onsite.

MS. BONNI E MATTER: But you don't use
wat er ?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yes, for a therma
runaway event, we do not use water. |t would be
sonme sort of a foamsituation --

MS. BONNIE MATTER: And they have that?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  -- a chem cal --

| believe they do. That would be a
question for the fire departnent thenselves. W net
wth them They did not seemto have any concerns
regardi ng the project.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Are you listening,
Jenni fer?

Ckay. Thank you. And then if there is a
t hermal runaway, what exactly happens? Because it's
not inside the container, right? 1t gets out of the
container, that's the issue.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yes.

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Yeah.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: From ny

understanding, the fire departnent will be there to
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mtigate any spread and to nonitor the thernal
runaway event. Wen | said runaway, we do not want
it to spread to any of the other containers out
there. So if a fault were to occur in a unit, we
woul d obvi ously shut the plant down itself. And
fromny current understanding, the battery systens
woul d burn and the fire departnment would be there to
nmonitor the spread of that and be sure it will not
spr ead.

M5. BONNIE MATTER: You're listening
(i ndicating)?

Thank you. Ckay. Do -- the railroad,
does that vibration have any i npact on battery life?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: No.

M5. BONNI E MATTER: | ' m seri ous.

MR. KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yeah. No, not
that | know of.

MS. BONNIE MATTER. Al right. Let's
see, there's currently a nunber of these BESS sites
in process around the state, and |'ve already --
you' ve shared that you are learning fromthe
i npl enentations that are going on. You're gathering
i nformati on and you' re updati ng your guidelines, et
cetera. That's what | kind of heard. If |

m sheard, please |let nme know.
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The other thing, | can talk to you
offline about this, but Xcel -- actually, well,
there's so many nanmes goi ng on, but Xcel and NSP --
NSP, | guess, signed the PPA. Can that please be
added to the current docket to keep it all together?

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: So what's usually
part of the permit in this case is, because they're
not a utility that can sell to consuners, is they --
they're required to have a power purchase agreenent.
So they are selling their energy to Xcel, who can --
who can then put it into the market and sell it on
the grid. So it is typically a requirenent in the
permt that they nust have that in order to even
begin construction, so that will be a part of that.

M5. BONNIE MATTER: You will put it into
t he eDocket ?

MR JACQUES HARVIEUX: | will put it into
their permt.

M5. BONNI E MATTER: No, the -- well, it's
nice to have everything in one place.

MR. JACQUES HARVI EUX: Yeah, and their
permit wll be in the eDocket.

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Yeah, but wll it
refer to the eDocket that the PPA is currently

sitting in?
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MR. JACQUES HARVI EUX: Their power
purchase agreenent would be a docunent that is
specifically between them --

MR. DAVID MOELLER: And we -- David
Moel |l er from Fredri kson & Byron.

W did reference that in the application
as well, the eDocket for the Xcel PPA that the
Public Utilities Conmm ssion approved in March.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: But peopl e who don't
know about eDockets and don't understand how t hey
work don't realize that you have to click on that
pi ece to get over to -- you know what | nean?

MR. DAVID MOELLER: W can add a link to
a filing in the future so that it's in the docket
t here.

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: | suppose ny
question for you would be, what woul d be your
specific interest wwthin their power purchase
agreenent ?

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Because | think it
should all be -- there are -- okay. M/ interest is
because the nunber of nanes involved, the nunber of
conpani es involved in this whole -- whol e piece,
it's really amazing. And sonme of the questions that

| have are not appropriate for this neeting and |I'm
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not going to ask them

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX:  Sure.

M5. BONNIE MATTER: | will probably put
theminto the eDocket, and then they can be put out
to wherever they need to go to be answered. But
there are literally -- | nean, if you want ne to
start nam ng the nanmes, the conpanies that are
involved in this, | can do that. But | think all of
this needs to be kept together, okay? M/ opinion.

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: Yeah. So from ny
under standi ng of the way the -- we're collecting the
information now, and |li ke they stated in the
application for the Public Uilities Conm ssion,
that is very nmuch together. |If you feel that they
should have a filing linking that, they certainly
can do that.

Il will tell you that the reason that they
require a power purchase agreenent is because they
can -- they can apply to build a facility in the
state of M nnesota, but they are not a regul ated
utility to sell that power to consuners. So that is
the reason why they require a power purchase
agr eenent .

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Yeah. And |'m just

thinking that the city is going to need a full
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record of this -- of this piece. It's so new and
this is going on all over. Al I'"'m-- this is not
the one area that I"'minterested in, believe ne.
This -- | cane across this piece. |I'mnore

interested in sonething el se, okay? This is all
new, and you -- we rely on you to protect the

citizens of M nnesota, okay?

That's all I'"'msharing with you. |
wll -- 1'"ll send you sone additional information
though. | wll.

And as far as -- who is responsible for

runni ng and nmaintaining the site?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: (Nods head.)

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Ckay.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  That woul d be us.

M5. BONNI E MATTER Panam nt ?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yes.

MS. BONNI E MATTER: And Panam nt knows
how to run -- because it sounds |like they're a

relatively new conpany.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: We woul d work with

the battery manufacturers thenselves in what's

called a long-term service agreenent. So they woul d

help run the site and nmaintain it and work through

any nmai ntenance that's required.
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M5. BONNI E MATTER  Yeah, yeah. Ckay.
And | think we tal ked about MSO | don't quite know
how -- | know M SO is a regional operation. They're
regi onal and they're kind of overseei ng what Xcel
does and all of these other power conpanies
t hroughout the state and even in other states.

Ckay. Do -- Xcel and Basin Electric
Power, who are going to be out at that facility,
they're going to be buying power fromthat
cogeneration facility. So they're buying it from--
that's -- I'mnot going to go down this road.
Because this is nore -- this is not about
environnental, so I"mnot going to ask that
question; I'll ask that el sewhere.

Ckay. Oh, the hazardous waste disposal
on those batteries? The |life on the batteries?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: | s about 20 years.

M5. BONNI E MATTER: Real | y?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: Maybe nore than
20 years. They wll degrade a little bit over tine,
and that's why we filed the supplenental filing for
t he augnentation. They mght be able to last a
little longer than the 20 years.

M5. BONNI E MATTER Ckay. And so where

do they go when they're done? |Is Panam nt
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responsi ble for naking sure that they're di sposed of

properly?

MR KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Yes.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: Do you know where
they will be disposed of?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSIEK: | don't believe we
have a |l ocation. W do have a deconmm ssioning pl an
where -- we'll set up and put into place, where
we'll set aside sone noney in order for those to be
adequately renoved after the life of the project.

MS5. BONNI E MATTER: Ckay. And so the
decomm ssi oni ng plan, of course, would go beyond
just the batteries itself, correct?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: It would carry
onto the nmedi umvoltage transforners and the
equi pnent that's installed on-site.

M5. BONNI E MATTER No, | don't nean
that. The actual physical plant.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: l'"msorry, | don't
quite -- the thermal power plant?

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Yeah.

MR. KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: These are separate
projects. So they're going to be operated
separately and nai ntai ned separately. So the

decomm ssi oni ng plan has nothing to do with that
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t hermal project.

M5. JESSI CA LI VI NGSTON: For this PUC
process, the deconm ssioning plan will only be
focused on the battery.

MS5. BONNIE MATTER: Ckay. So if
sonet hi ng happened to that plant, who's -- who's --
who owns it?

MB. JESSI CA LI VINGSTON: They woul d have
had a decomm ssioning plan for the original site
permt that was provided before they constructed
t hat pl ant.

MR. JACQUES HARVI EUX: As part of that
pr ocess.

MS. JESSI CA LI VINGSTON: Yes. So, it
woul d be the owner of the facility.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: |Is the owner of the
facility here?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  We are the owner,
yes.

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Ckay.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  This was built
back in 1995.

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Ckay.

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: It's planning to

continue to operate for the foreseeable future.
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MS. BONNI E MATTER Ckay. QG eat.

Ckay. Gas em ssions, anything on that?

MS. JESSI CA LI VINGSTON: G eenhouse gas
em ssi ons --

MS. BONNI E MATTER:  Yeah.

M5. JESSI CA LIVINGSTON. -- is that your
question?

Yeah, | think that was included in their
envi ronnent al assessnment as part of the site permt

appl i cati on.

M5. BONNIE MATTER: Okay. 1'Ill go | ook
at that.

I ndustrial water usage and di scharge.

MR. KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  That shoul d al so
be included in the application, | believe.

MS. BONNIE MATTER: That's in there?

MR, KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: | don't think
we' re planni ng on usi ng much.

MS. BONNI E MATTER: Excel |l ent.

And air em ssions.

MS. JESSI CA LI VINGSTON: That's al so
i ncluded in the environnental assessnent, yes.

M5. BONNIE MATTER: Ckay. And | think
that's all 1've got for now, and I'Il send the other

ones into the eDocket. Thank you very nuch for your
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tinme.
MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: O course, thank
you.
MS5. BONNI E MATTER: Unl ess sonebody wants
to share sonething? No? Everybody's pretty quiet.
Ckay. Thank you.
JACQUES HARVI EUX:  Yeabh.
JESSI CA LI VI NGSTON:  Thank you.
KONNAR KLI NKSI EK:  Thank you.

5 3 5 B

BONNI E MATTER:  Yeah.

o

JESSI CA LI VINGSTON: |Is there anybody
else that would |li ke to make a public comment at
this time? W can always take a break, if anyone
woul d change their m nd, otherw se --

MS. BONNIE MATTER: One ot her questi on.

MS. JESSI CA LI VI NGSTON:  Yeah.

MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: You can stand from
right there.

MS. JESSI CA LI VI NGSTON:  Yeah, that's
okay. |If no one else is going to conmment, you can
sit down.

MS5. BONNIE MATTER: So what if the
battery storage thing doesn't work out?

MR JACQUES HARVI EUX: Not to answer your

question wth a question, but what do you nean not
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wor k out ?
M5. BONNI E MATTER  What if they start

using it and decide, no, this isn't working? 1It's

new.
MR KONNAR KLI NKSI EK: l'msorry, to

answer that, | believe the deconm ssi oni ng bond

would go into effect there. |If the project is no

| onger viable, then that noney would be in place to
renove the project, just like it would be after the

end of the life of the project.

MS5. BONNI E MATTER: Thank you. | guess,
that's all 1've got.
M5. JESSI CA LI VINGSTON. Okay. |'mjust

going to do a final check to see if there was
anybody else that would |li ke to make a public
comrent today.

And it sounds |like no, so we wll adjourn
this public neeting today. And just a rem nder that
the public witten comment period is open until
July 20th. So you can send those to ne, and we w ||
make sure that those get submtted into eDockets as
well. Thank you, everyone, for attending the
meeti ng tonight.

(Public coment concl uded.)
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COTTAGE GROVE BESS - 26-184 - Virtual - 7-8-26

SCOPI NG & | NFORVATI ONAL MEETI NG - 26-184
VI RTUAL - JULY 8, 2026 - 6:00 P.M
FOR THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application of LSP CG Storage, LLC,
for a Site Permt for the up to 80 MV Cottage G ove BESS
Proj ect in Washi ngton County, M nnesot a.

MPUC DOCKET NO | P7180/ ESS- 26- 184

Hearing held renotely via:

Webex & Tel ephone

July 8, 2026

COURT REPORTER: Christine Sinons, RVR RPR

Janet R. Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
reporters@janetshaddix.com
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MR, JACQUES HARVI EUX: All right. This
is Jacques Harvieux with the M nnesota Public
Uilities Conmission. | amhere with the Applicant
and ny counterpart. There is no attendees currently
for the virtual session of this public infornmation
and scoping neeting, and we w || be adjourning.
Thank you very nuch.

(Meeti ng concl uded.)
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